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“The Revelation of Jesus Christ – Lesson-10” 

Introduction: 
 
     The Church at Philadelphia was a weak and wonderful church. Philadelphia means “love of 
brother” or “brotherly love.” There is not the slightest hint of rebuke from the LORD Jesus. He 
records nothing but praise here for this church in the midst of revival. This church is one of two of 
the seven churches that did not receive a negative report. The first one as we have already covered 
was the church at Smyrna, the persecuted church and now we have the church at Philadelphia, a 
true example of a church, the church of brotherly love in Christ.  
 
     Of all the seven churches, this one is viewed most favorably by the LORD Jesus Christ. Dr. David 
Jeremiah said had he lived in the first century, this would have been the church he would want his 
membership (Escape the Coming Night, p. 71). This was a great church, not a church of big names 
like Ephesus or a church of big numbers like Laodicea, but a church of amazing power and blessing.  
The church at Philadelphia had experienced a revival times three.  
 

1. An Evangelical revival; it had a world vision and had kept His Word in perseverance. They 
had a passion for the lost and getting the word to them.  

2. An Ecclesiastical revival; a weeding out of the disruptive, deadening influence of those who 
would have snared the church with Judaistic ritualism and legalism.  

3. An Eschatological revival; insight on the truths of the LORD’s return and second coming. 
The truth of His imminent return was the church’s hope and beacon of light.  

 
     The church of Philadelphia was located on a hillside about 30 miles southeast of Sardis. The city 
was founded about 190 B.C. by Attalus II, the king of Pergamum. Because of his unusual devotion to 
his brother the city earned its name, “brotherly love.” This city was an important commercial stop 
on a major trade route called the Imperial Post Road, a first century mail route. Although the 
Scripture does not mention this church in any other place other than in the Revelation of Jesus 
Christ, it is thought to be the fruit of Paul’s extended ministry in Ephesus.  
 
Revelation 3:7-13 

7 And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These things saith he that is holy, he that is true, 
he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man 
openeth; 

8 I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for thou hast a 
little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name. 
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9 Behold, I will make them of the synagogue of Satan, which say they are Jews, and are not, but do lie; 
behold, I will make them to come and worship before thy feet, and to know that I have loved thee. 

10 Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, 
which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. 

11 Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown. 

12 Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out: and I 
will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, 
which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my new name. 

13 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches. 

     We have learned up to this point that each and every description of the LORD Jesus Christ in the 
opening portion of the individual letters to these churches relate to the condition of the specific 
church He is addressing. Notice the description given of Him to the church of Philadelphia; These 
things saith he that is holy, he that is true. This church was small and somewhat weak, yet wonderful 
because of the fact it was true and it had not forgotten the holiness of God. That is the number one 
problem of churches today, they forget the holiness of God and begin to compromise with the 
world.  

Revelation 3:7 

7 And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These things saith he that is holy, he that is true, 
he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man 
openeth; 

     Jesus is Sovereign and He has the complete authority to control entrance into the kingdom, He 
has the key of David. Isaiah the prophet writes: “And I will clothe him (Speaking of the Christ) with 
thy robe, and strengthen him with thy girdle, and I will commit thy government into his hand: and he 
shall be a father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and to the house of Judah.  

Isaiah 22:22 

22 And the key of the house of David will I lay upon his shoulder; so he shall open, and none shall shut; 
and he shall shut, and none shall open. 

     This portion is quoted in Revelation 3:7, showing the omnipotence and omniscience of the 
Sovereign LORD Jesus Christ. He is the author and the finisher of faith, He is our strength and He is 
our salvation.  What He opens it shall forever remain open and what He shuts it shall forever 
remain closed.  

John 17:2 

2 As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast 
given him. 
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     Revelation 3:7 is speaking of salvation, His Sovereign Grace; he that openeth, and no man 
shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth; He is pictured holding the keys to salvation and blessing 
through and by His grace.  

Revelation 3:8 

8 I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for thou hast a 
little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name. 

     Once again Christ’s omniscience is proclaimed here in that He states I know thy works. He had full 
and complete knowledge of their works and deeds and that Greek word “works” as used there is 
plural and articular which means many good works and they were ongoing. The church at 
Philadelphia was a very small church yet they were serious about their ongoing work for the LORD 
Jesus Christ.  

     The LORD stated in verse seven and about the open door in the context of salvation into the 
Kingdom, but here in verse eight this open door is in the context of service for the Kingdom. Christ 
has opened the door of service of His saints: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man 
can shut it. 

     He further displays a full knowledge of their low numbers, their strength as far as their size; for 
thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name. This does not mean 
that they were weak spiritually but in size and strength of numbers they were small, yet ever so 
strong in His grace, holy and true. They had held fast to the faith and the word of truth, this little 
church had kept His word and not denied His name. They had taken the hard right over the easy 
wrong and not compromised with the world as five of their sister churches in Asia Minor had done. 

Revelation 3:9 

9 Behold, I will make them of the synagogue of Satan, which say they are Jews, and are not, but do lie; 
behold, I will make them to come and worship before thy feet, and to know that I have loved thee. 

     All those around in this area at the time that fall into this category had a severe judgment 
pronounced upon them by the LORD of Glory. Those trying to hinder the saints in the work of the 
ministry the ones saying they are Jews, but lie and are of the synagogue of Satan what does Jesus 
say will become of them?  

     I will make them to come and worship before thy feet, and to know that I have loved thee. If your 
enemies, those that oppose you and your faith in the LORD Jesus Christ; if they do not turn to Christ 
in this life and become your brethren; one day they will worship before your feet and know that 
Christ loves you.  

     We must understand the context of this passage to understand what is being said here. This 
special blessing and promise is being given but when will it occur? It is a message to the bride of 
Christ, the Church. It could be speaking of the Millennial Kingdom or possibly the both the Kingdom 
and the Great White Throne Judgment. Because the Church, the bride of Christ, will be clothed and 
united as one with Christ at this judgment so that when everyone from death and hell, every knee 
bows and every tongue shall confess at the feet of Jesus they will look at Him and see His bride. 
They shall then truly know that He truly loves us.  
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Revelation 3:10 

10 Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, 
which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. 

     This is a clear cut verse that within the context of the entire letter to Philadelphia one can add to 
their case for a pre-tribulation rapture of the church. Jesus states that they kept the word of “My 
Perseverance,” that means they endured in the faith. Were they perfect in the sense of being sinless, 
no but they did persevere and endure.  

     The LORD’s description of an event that will come, this event is still in the future and this event 
will test and try the whole world. But the holy and true church will be kept from it (or prevented 
from it) they will not have to endure through it. This event is of course what the majority of this 
book is about and that event is none other than the Great Tribulation. A period of 7 years before the 
LORD’s second coming and the consummation of the Kingdom of God upon the earth for 1,000 
years. This period will be the unleashing of God’s Holy, Divine wrath in the judgments upon sin to 
purge the earth during Daniel’s 70th Week. It will include the 7 seals, the 7 trumpets, the 7 thunders 
and the 7 bowls or vials. This phrase used by Jesus Himself, supports the pre-tribulation doctrine.  

Jeremiah 30:7 

7 Alas! for that day is great, so that none is like it: it is even the time of Jacob's trouble, but he shall be 
saved out of it. 

Daniel 12:1 

1 And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the children of thy 
people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that 
same time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one that shall be found written in the 
book. 

John 14:1-3 

1 Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. 

2 In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a 
place for you. 

3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I 
am, there ye may be also. 

I Corinthians 15:51-52 

51 Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 

52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead 
shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 
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I Thessalonians 4:13-18 

13 But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow 
not, even as others which have no hope. 

14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring 
with him. 

15 For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the 
coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. 

16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and 
with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 

17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the 
Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 

18 Wherefore comfort one another with these words. 

     All five chapters of First Thessalonians end with a mention of the coming of the LORD Jesus 
Christ. Second Thessalonians chapter one and verse ten speaks of His glorious coming for His 
saints. “When He shall come to be glorified in His saints, and to be admired in all them that believe 
(because our testimony among you was believed) in that day.” The man of sin, the son of perdition 
is not revealed until Second Thessalonians chapter two, only after the restraining force of the Holy 
Spirit in the church is taken out of the way.  

Revelation 3:11 

11 Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown. 

     This isn’t the threatening temporal judgment as described to some of the other churches but this 
is a promise that He is returning in this hopeful event to take His church home to Glory. God always 
wants His people looking for and expecting His imminent return and to hold fast to the faith, so that 
no man may take your crown. One will never lose that blessed hope of eternal life in Him but one 
could lose their rewards; let no man take thy crown.   

Revelation 3:12-13 

12 Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out: and I 
will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, 
which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my new name. 

13 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches. 

     Let us take notice here to whom the LORD is addressing. He is addressing the over comers, those 
that have ears to hear what the Spirit of God saith to the churches. These will be granted the 
blessings promised by the One who is he that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of David, he 
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that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth; He is speaking to His over 
comers.  
I John 5:4-5 

4 For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the 
world, even our faith. 

5 Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God? 

     He has opened what no man can shut, His servant has been born of God and they have been 
taught of God; they have overcome and it is His redeemed over comers that hears what the Spirit 
saith that are given the fourfold blessing of this letter.  

     The glorious message of hope and blessings to His over comers: 

1. Blessing 1 – Those that overcome will have an eternal privileged position as; “a pillar in the 
temple of my God.” His over comers will enjoy an unshakable, eternal, secure place in the 
presence of God. 

2. Blessing 2 – Those that overcome will have eternal safety; “and he shall go no more out:” 
Forever dwelling in the presence of God, as in eternity there will be no physical temple but 
the temple is God Himself. There are seven temples recorded in the Scriptures and the 
seventh and final temple recorded is Heaven’s temple after the Great White throne 
judgment, which is none other than Christ Himself. “And I saw no temple therein: for the 
LORD God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it” (Revelation 21:22). 

3. Blessing 3 – Those that overcome will have an eternal identity; “and I will write upon him my 
new name.” Like stated for the church of Sardis, He will give unto His over comers “a white 
stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth 
it.” 

4. Blessing 4 – Those that overcome will have an eternal residency; “which is new Jerusalem, 
which cometh down out of heaven from my God.” Imagine a place where every day is the 
“Thanksgiving” for all eternity.  

Revelation 21:1-2 

1 And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; 
and there was no more sea. 

2 And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a 
bride adorned for her husband. 

 


