
Title:  Addition, Subtraction, Multiplication and Division  
– The Making of a Church 

Text:           Acts 4:32–5:15 
Theme:      The Body 
Prop.: We must understand the importance of the Body of Christ! 
Inter.:         How does this crowd become a Church? 
 
I. Great Power 
II. Great Grace 
 
III. Great Fear 
 

A. The examples 

 
  1. A picture of “hilarious giving” 
 

a. The power of love 
 
   b. A purposeful gift 
 
                  2.  A picture of hypocrisy 
 

a. The power of “self love.” 
 

   b. A purposeful gift 
 

B. The effects 
 

 1. The impact on the Church 
 
  2. The impact on the culture. 

 

 



ABF Discussion Exercises 

There is a danger of giving with mixed motives. The motive we have for giving              
should be a simple one: the glory of God. When we add into this a motive of                         

self-gain or self-interest, our giving is corrupted. It is easy to have our                            
giving or serving motivated by some kind of self-serving benefit.	

Check In (Takeaway from last week): What was one situation where you were able 
to identify a need and offer practical help in Jesus’ name.  

1. What can we learn from Barnabas?  

How does it feel like to be encouraged by someone? (don’t say encouraging) 

Read Acts 4:36-37; 9:26-28; 11:22-26; 13:1-3.  

Discuss how Barnabas was “encouraging” in each of the passages.                               
Describe what it would look like to “be a Barnabas” in your life?   

4:36-37: gave his possessions to the Church to benefit others                                                                                                                         
9:26-28: used his reputation to include another in church                                                                                                                         
11:22-26: went searching for a ministry helper                                                                                                                                                                                                 
13:1-3: taught and agreed to travel wherever for the Gospel      

Read John 12:23-26; Hebrew 11:8-10.                                                                                
What do our current priorities reveal about our eternal perspective?   

2. What can we learn from Ananias? Read Acts 5:1-4 

Was Ananias required to sell the land and give the money?                                             
Why do you think he did it? 

Read Proverbs 29:25; John 12:42-43:                                                                               
Is “What will people think?” a good motivation? Why or why not? 

How can a subtly impure motivation or secretly hypocritical action turn into a 
growing web of sin? 

Read Romans 6:1:                                                                                                         
How can Satan use the thought of “grace” to trap you in hypocrisy?  

What religious practice did you once do just because everyone else did it that 
way, but you have since outgrown? 

What is the “Fear of the Lord?” How has it changed your life?                                                                                                                                           

Takeaway 

This week, consider the motives behind your actions throughout the day.                
Make a list and confess one impurely motivated action to a trusted friend. 


