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Message #15                                                                                                            Ezekiel 12:1-28 
 
In election years we listen to a lot of speeches about future hope of America.  Political rhetoric 
promises a new tomorrow filled with optimism and success.  Most politicians want you to 
believe that life is great here and that we will just sail along into the prosperous great American 
dream.  Well most of them leave out one thing and that one thing is God.  In order for any  
nation to flourish, it needs the presence and blessings of God.  Most politicians leave out the 
warnings and the admonitions that God gives in His Word that says if people continue on a path 
of evil, He will send serious judgment against them. 
 
This is not just true to our political world today; that is what was happening in the days of 
Ezekiel.  The political leaders and the religious leaders were telling the people that everything 
was good.  Even though they were living in exile in Babylon, they still thought life was really 
good.   
 
In chapters 4-11, Ezekiel’s job had been to show the people why God was going to destroy 
Jerusalem.  These people were a rebellious people and they were not willing to accept the fact 
that God would do anything negative to them.  Dr. Charles Dyer, who has written a good 
commentary on Ezekiel, called chapters 12-19 of Ezekiel “The Futility of False Optimism” 
(Ezekiel, The Bible Knowledge Commentary, p. 1249). 
 
God’s people had become delusional.  They thought God would just put up with their struggles 
and sins forever.  God says I am about to bring this all crashing down.  Now we can live our 
spiritual lives in a fog if we want to, thinking that God will tolerate our rebellion forever.  We 
can assume that God will never stop us dead in our tracks but will just put up with our rebellion.  
Nothing could be further from the truth.  Ezekiel was sent to warn of this very kind of thinking. 
 
As we begin this chapter, we need to see the end of the chapter (Ez. 12:27).  What happens in 
this chapter was something Ezekiel was prophesying about not only for the immediate, but also 
for the distant future.  The specific information given in this chapter certainly had some imme-
diate application and warning to the exiles, but the ultimate fulfillment of everything predicted to 
happen has not yet occurred.     
 
What we see here is this: 
 
GOD DEMANDED THAT EZEKIEL PHYSICALLY ILLUSTRATE TO ISRAEL THAT 
HIS DEVASTATING JUDGMENT WOULD COME AGAINST JERUSAL EM THAT 
WILL FULFILL EVERY SINGLE JUDGMENT PREDICTION AND W HEN IT DOES, 
ONLY A FEW JEWS WILL BE SPARED AND ALL WILL KNOW TH IS WAS A 
JUDGMENT OF GOD. 
 
Notice how verse 1 begins, “the word of the LORD came to me.”  The things that Ezekiel is told 
to do and the message he is told to communicate was not invented by him; it came to him from 
God.  Many people say, “God told me” or “God led me.”  Most of it is empty rhetoric.   
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This is not true for Ezekiel.  God did lead him.  God did speak with him.  God did reveal things 
to him. 
 
We are living in the Age of Grace and many ministries are telling people everything is good.  
Just enjoy life.  Doesn’t matter what you believe or what you do, God is on your side.  This text 
is a serious warning against that kind of thinking.   
 
God can let bad judgmental things happen to His own people in the present time if they do 
not cease from their rebellion.  God will not ever let His people get away with persistent, 
rebellious sin.  If they do not turn from it but persist in it, He will send horrible things into 
their world as a form of judgment. 
 
Now the chapter begins in verse 2 by God reminding Ezekiel that he is living in the midst of  
a rebellious people who do not want to see the truth of God nor hear the truth of God.  These 
people were religious people, but they were also rebellious people.   
 
The rebellion was proved by their attitude toward the Word of God.  These people were in such 
rebellion, they did not care what the Word of God said.  They did not want to read it with their 
eyes or hear it with their ears.  This is what rebellion does.  This is what sin does.  It blinds 
people’s hearts and minds so that they no longer want to see and hear the Word of God. 
People in sin and rebellion are not committed to seeing and hearing the Word of God. 
 
So what God says to Ezekiel is I am going to have you illustrate to Israel what I am going to do.  
 
SIGN ILLUSTRATION #1 –  The sign of the baggage and the hole in the wall.  12:3-16 
 
God tells Ezekiel to do something odd.  He says I want you to pack some bags, which we will 
call “exile bags” and I want you to take those bags and in the sight of all of Israel I want you to 
walk away from your place of residency to another place (12:3).  The bags would have been 
lightly packed with only survival necessities because this is how it would be when they had to 
flee. 
 
Now just six years before this, this was exactly what had happened to these people.  They had 
packed their bags and were brought to this place in Babylon and forced to relocate.  God said 
maybe when those people see you walking away with your bags they will realize that judgment 
is coming against them. 
 
In verse 4, God tells Ezekiel I want you to do this in the day time and the night time.  I want the 
people to see you pretending to be going into exile.  Leave your home and head out. 
 
In fact, according to verse 5, God said I want you to dig a hole through the “sun-dried mud 
brick” wall of your house and go out through it.  Put your bags on your shoulder like you would 
if you were being taken into exile and also cover your face (verse 6).  Covering the face was a 
sign of mourning and also a sign of blindness that could no longer see truth or see the land. 
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God says this is the prophetic sign I want you to give to Israel.  There is a day coming when 
she will be forced to flee the land to escape as a judgment against her rebellion.  She will need to 
sneak out as fast as she can.  She will sneak out in “desperation and secrecy.”   
 
By the way, this did literally happen (II Kings 25:4; Jer. 39:4).  However, we believe this will be 
ultimately during the Tribulation when Jews will be forced to flee. 
 
According to verse 7, Ezekiel did exactly what God told him to do.  In the day he would walk 
with his baggage looking like an exile leaving the area and in the evening he would go through  
a hole he had dug.  The people would see Ezekiel doing this as a statement that God’s ferocious 
judgment was going to come against them.  Now they had already been judged, but it would get 
worse. 
 
Now the next morning after Ezekiel had put on this visual play, according to verses 8-11, God 
told Ezekiel when people come to you and ask you what are you doing, I want you to give them 
an explanation: The explanation you are to give contains the following five messages: 
 
Message #1 - This message is aimed specifically at Israel and the leadership of Israel.  
                         12:12a(10) 
 
This concerns the “prince.”  The specific leadership-prince of Israel was Zedekiah.  Zedekiah 
was an evil king who had been appointed to be king by Nebuchadnezzar (II Kings 24:17-20).  He 
was Israel’s last king.  He did such evil that God brought him to destruction. 
 
Message #2 - They will try to escape judgment but will not escape.  12:12b-13a 
 
There is no question that this had a literal fulfillment in Zedekiah.  Zedekiah tried to flee 
Jerusalem and was captured and his eyes were put out and he ended up being killed (II Kings 
25:1-7). 
 
Message #3 - The prince will die in exile.  12:13b 
 
According to Jeremiah 52:11, Zedekiah’s eyes were put out and he was put in prison and that is 
where he died. 
 
Message #4 - God will scatter His people out from their land into other countries.  12:14-15 
 
This is the reality of Israel right now.   
 
Message #5 - God will spare a few of His people for witness purposes.  12:16 
 
Now when God would send His judgment against His people, He would spare some.  He would 
spare them from sword, famine and pestilences so that they could tell about the abominations 
that they committed that brought about this judgment. 
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No matter what the judgment God has sent against Israel, He has never annihilated her.  He has 
kept her in existence.  Nations need to realize this.  Israel is God’s nation.  She is always the 
sacred property of God. 
 
SIGN ILLUSTRATION #2 –  The sign of eating and drinking in fear.  12:17-20 
 
As another sign God told Ezekiel to take food and eat it trembling in front of people and drink 
water and shudder as you drink it (v. 18).  Then after he had done this, he was to say to the 
people that this was applicable to what would happen in the land of Israel.   
 
The people would not be able to eat in peace but in fear.  The land would be stripped of the 
blessings of God and the cities would be laid waste and the people would know that God did this 
(v. 19-20). 
 
These actions would depict the terror and the horror that Israel would experience.  Truth is if you 
are a Jew living in Israel today, your whole life is gripped by fear.  She is not enjoying her land; 
she is trying to survive in her land.  All of this is due to the judgment of God. 
 
SIGN APPLICATION –  The explanation about the certainty of judgment.  12:21-28 
 
In verses 21-28 God makes a series of statements that are designed to communicate various truth 
to Israel: 
 
Truth #1 - All proverbial truth about Israel’s destruction will be fulfilled so that it is no longer 
                      a proverb.  12:21-23 
 
This is a nice way of saying everything predicted against Israel will literally come true.  The 
judgments will literally be fulfilled.  There was a belief that God’s Word was just proverbial,  
not literal.  They did not believe that any doom judgment would literally be fulfilled. 
 
Carefully observe the fact about “every” vision.  There are still some prophetic visions that have 
yet to be fulfilled; but we may be certain they literally will be. 
 
Truth #2 - There will come a time when there will be no false or flattering vision.  12:24 
 
What God is saying here is that I will put a stop to those who are telling you that I am a God of 
love and blessing even to those who live in rebellion.  False prophets had been telling the people 
that everything was good.  There will come a time when there will be no more false anything. 
No false people and no false religion. 
 
Truth #3 - There will come a day when God will speak judgment into existence against His 
                     rebellious people and nothing will stop it or change it.  12:25 
 
 



                p. 87 
 
Truth #4 - There is an immediate application to my prophetic judgment.  12:26-27 
 
Now the false prophets were saying God’s judgment is far off and will never come to you.  It is 
way out there in the future. 
 
Truth #5 - Every one of God’s prophecies will be literally fulfilled.  12:28 
 
God says you tell them I am going to judge them right now. 
 
There are false teachers in our time who teach total toleration.  They tell you that God just puts 
up with everything and will never do anything about it (II Pet. 3:4). 
 
One reason why the people were in this condition was because they listened to false prophets 
who weren’t telling them the truth.  In our day, one reason why people stay in rebellion is 
because they listen to false teachers who are not telling them the truth. 
 
The key to truth is the Word of God.  Those who are after truth are after the whole counsel of 
God.   


