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Honoring God and the Giving of 

Thanks 
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Sermon Text:  Romans 1:18-23 
 
Scripture Reading:  Eph 5:1-21 
 
 
Introduction- 
 
Rom 1:18-23  For the wrath of God is 
revealed from heaven against all 
ungodliness and unrighteousness of 
men, who by their unrighteousness 
suppress the truth.  (19)  For what can 
be known about God is plain to them, 
because God has shown it to them.  
(20)  For his invisible attributes, 
namely, his eternal power and divine 
nature, have been clearly perceived, 
ever since the creation of the world, in 
the things that have been made. So 
they are without excuse.  (21)  For 
although they knew God, they did not 
honor him as God or give thanks to 
him, but they became futile in their 

thinking, and their foolish hearts were 
darkened.  (22)  Claiming to be wise, 
they became fools,  (23)  and 
exchanged the glory of the immortal 
God for images resembling mortal man 
and birds and animals and creeping 
things. 
 
One of the characteristics of the fallen, 
sinful human heart is unthankfulness. 
You see it here described by the 
Apostle Paul as he sets out for us the 
fundamental reason God’s wrath is 
upon man. It goes like this: 
 
•   God has revealed Himself clearly 

in His creation.  
•   All human beings know that God 

exists, that God is their Creator, 
and that he is owed honor and 
thanksgiving by His creatures. 

•   Man refuses to acknowledge God 
as God, to honor Him, or to give 
Him thanks. 

•   Instead, man creates idols – false 
gods fashioned after creaturely 
images which can be 
manipulated by those who 
worship them. 
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•   As a result, God’s wrath is 
actively upon the wicked. 

If it is the nature of the wicked, hard, 
rebellious human heart to refuse to 
give honor and thanks to God, then 
one of the first things we would expect 
to see when such a heart is changed by 
God through faith in Christ is, the 
transformation  from unthankfulness to 
thanksgiving.   And so it is. 
 
Luk 17:11-19  On the way to 
Jerusalem he was passing along 
between Samaria and Galilee.  (12)  
And as he entered a village, he was 
met by ten lepers, who stood at a 
distance  (13)  and lifted up their 
voices, saying, "Jesus, Master, have 
mercy on us."  (14)  When he saw 
them he said to them, "Go and show 
yourselves to the priests." And as they 
went they were cleansed.  (15)  Then 
one of them, when he saw that he was 
healed, turned back, praising God with 
a loud voice;  (16)  and he fell on his 
face at Jesus' feet, giving him thanks. 
Now he was a Samaritan.  (17)  Then 
Jesus answered, "Were not ten 
cleansed? Where are the nine? (18)  
Was no one found to return and give 
praise to God except this foreigner?" 
(19)  And he said to him, "Rise and go 
your way; your faith has made you 
well." 
 
Notice that while all were physically 
healed, this one who praised and 
thanked Christ – a Samaritan by the 

way – was the only one pronounced 
“well” in connection with “faith.”  
That is to say, he experienced a double 
healing. Christ changed his heart and 
he was healed of his sin. 
 
Many people in this world experience 
incredible blessings from the Lord, as 
did these other 9 lepers who were 
healed, yet they are not thankful. The 
thing is, as Romans 1 tells us, a 
fundamental sin.   
 
Paul speaks of the giving of thanks 
very frequently as virtually 
synonymous with worship and giving 
glory to God: 
 
2Co 4:15  For it is all for your sake, so 
that as grace extends to more and more 
people it may increase thanksgiving, 
to the glory of God. 
 
2Co 9:10-15  He who supplies seed to 
the sower and bread for food will 
supply and multiply your seed for 
sowing and increase the harvest of 
your righteousness.  (11)  You will be 
enriched in every way to be generous 
in every way, which through us will 
produce thanksgiving to God.  (12)  
For the ministry of this service is not 
only supplying the needs of the 
saints but is also overflowing in 
many thanksgivings to God.  (13)  
By their approval of this service, 
they will glorify God because of your 
submission that comes from your 
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confession of the gospel of Christ, and 
the generosity of your contribution for 
them and for all others,  (14)  while 
they long for you and pray for you, 
because of the surpassing grace of God 
upon you.  (15)  Thanks be to God 
for his inexpressible gift! 
 
See it?  The giving of thanks is one of 
the basic, fundamental ways that we 
worship and praise God, giving Him 
glory. What do we thank Him for?  
Everything, but in particular as Paul 
says here – for “his inexpressible gift.”  
Namely, the Lord Jesus Christ and our 
salvation in Him.   
 
Paul sees this in true church growth.  
As more and more people come to 
Christ and as more and more who are 
in need have those needs met in Christ, 
more and more thanksgiving is given. 
It is like a great choir, growing and 
becoming louder and louder.  This 
explains more clearly to us what Paul 
meant back in Romans 1 – 
 
Rom 1:21-23  For although they knew 
God, they did not honor him as God or 
give thanks to him, but they became 
futile in their thinking, and their 
foolish hearts were darkened.  (22)  
Claiming to be wise, they became 
fools,  (23)  and exchanged the glory 
of the immortal God for images 
resembling mortal man and birds and 
animals and creeping things. 
 

Honoring God, glorifying God, 
praising God, worshiping God, are all 
characterized by giving thanks to God.  
And when people refuse to give Him 
thanks, they necessarily “exchange” 
His glory for that of some created 
image. This also means that they 
choose to glorify, honor, worship, and 
give thanks to a dumb idol, a snake, or 
man himself.  We begin to see why 
thanksgiving is characteristic of 
EVERY real Christian and why 
withholding it is in fact the worship of 
a false god and incites the wrath of 
God against the idolater.   
 
Psa 7:14-17  Behold, the wicked man 
conceives evil and is pregnant with 
mischief and gives birth to lies.  (15)  
He makes a pit, digging it out, and 
falls into the hole that he has made.  
(16)  His mischief returns upon his 
own head, and on his own skull his 
violence descends.  (17)  I will give to 
the LORD the thanks due to his 
righteousness, and I will sing praise to 
the name of the LORD, the Most High. 
 
Psa 26:4-8  I do not sit with men of 
falsehood, nor do I consort with 
hypocrites.  (5)  I hate the assembly of 
evildoers, and I will not sit with the 
wicked.  (6)  I wash my hands in 
innocence and go around your altar, O 
LORD,  (7)  proclaiming thanksgiving 
aloud, and telling all your wondrous 
deeds.  (8)  O LORD, I love the 
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habitation of your house and the place 
where your glory dwells. 
 
Psa 28:1-9  Of David. To you, O 
LORD, I call; my rock, be not deaf to 
me, lest, if you be silent to me, I 
become like those who go down to the 
pit.  (2)  Hear the voice of my pleas for 
mercy, when I cry to you for help, 
when I lift up my hands toward your 
most holy sanctuary.  (3)  Do not drag 
me off with the wicked, with the 
workers of evil, who speak peace with 
their neighbors while evil is in their 
hearts.  (4)  Give to them according to 
their work and according to the evil of 
their deeds; give to them according to 
the work of their hands; render them 
their due reward.  (5)  Because they do 
not regard the works of the LORD or 
the work of his hands, he will tear 
them down and build them up no 
more.  (6)  Blessed be the LORD! For 
he has heard the voice of my pleas for 
mercy.  (7)  The LORD is my strength 
and my shield; in him my heart trusts, 
and I am helped; my heart exults, and 
with my song I give thanks to him.  (8)  
The LORD is the strength of his 
people; he is the saving refuge of his 
anointed.  (9)  Oh, save your people 
and bless your heritage! Be their 
shepherd and carry them forever. 
 
This salvation of the Lord results in his 
people characteristically giving him 
thanks, and often that thanks is in the 
form of song, as with the Psalmist.   

Eph 5:17-20  Therefore do not be 
foolish, but understand what the will of 
the Lord is.  (18)  And do not get 
drunk with wine, for that is 
debauchery, but be filled with the 
Spirit,  (19)  addressing one another in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing and making melody to the 
Lord with your heart,  (20)  giving 
thanks always and for everything to 
God the Father in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
 
One of the basic qualities then of a 
hymn that is pleasing to the Lord is 
that it gives Him thanks.  This is why 
music and hymn-singing is so central 
to Christian worship.  By it we glorify 
God, we honor Him, we praise Him, 
and we give Him thanks.   
 
The Old Testament prescribed “thank 
offerings” and “sacrifices of 
thanksgiving” 
 
Psa 50:14-15  Offer to God a sacrifice 
of thanksgiving, and perform your 
vows to the Most High,  (15)  and call 
upon me in the day of trouble; I will 
deliver you, and you shall glorify me." 
 
Psa 50:23  The one who offers 
thanksgiving as his sacrifice glorifies 
me; to one who orders his way rightly 
I will show the salvation of God!" 
 
Not only in our singing of hymns, but 
also in our giving of offerings to the 
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Lord we show our thanks to Him. Also  
in our prayers- 
 
Php 4:5-6  Let your reasonableness be 
known to everyone. The Lord is at 
hand;  (6)  do not be anxious about 
anything, but in everything by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known to God. 
 
Thanksgiving, once more, is 
fundamental to the worship of God: 
 
Col 3:16-17  Let the word of Christ 
dwell in you richly, teaching and 
admonishing one another in all 
wisdom, singing psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, with thankfulness 
in your hearts to God.  (17)  And 
whatever you do, in word or deed, do 
everything in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him. 
 
Col 1:11-14  May you be strengthened 
with all power, according to his 
glorious might, for all endurance and 
patience with joy,  (12)  giving thanks 
to the Father, who has qualified you to 
share in the inheritance of the saints in 
light.  (13)  He has delivered us from 
the domain of darkness and transferred 
us to the kingdom of his beloved Son,  
(14)  in whom we have redemption, 
the forgiveness of sins. 
 

The Christian then is the most thankful 
person on earth!  His prayers are 
characterized by it – 
 
Col 4:2  Continue steadfastly in prayer, 
being watchful in it with thanksgiving. 
 
So true is this that anyone who is not 
characterized by an attitude of 
thanksgiving, but who is rather un-
thankful, needs to look carefully to the 
real condition of their soul before God.  
 
In heaven God is worshipped as He 
should be, and notice that at the heart 
of that worship is, thanksgiving: 
 
Rev 4:9-11  And whenever the living 
creatures give glory and honor and 
thanks to him who is seated on the 
throne, who lives forever and ever,  
(10)  the twenty-four elders fall down 
before him who is seated on the throne 
and worship him who lives forever and 
ever. They cast their crowns before the 
throne, saying,  (11)  "Worthy are you, 
our Lord and God, to receive glory and 
honor and power, for you created all 
things, and by your will they existed 
and were created." 
 
How do you glorify God? How do we 
honor Him? How do we worship God?  
Largely, the answer is, we give thanks 
to Him for all things.   
 
Rev 7:9-12  After this I looked, and 
behold, a great multitude that no one 
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could number, from every nation, from 
all tribes and peoples and languages, 
standing before the throne and before 
the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with 
palm branches in their hands,  (10)  
and crying out with a loud voice, 
"Salvation belongs to our God who sits 
on the throne, and to the Lamb!"  (11)  
And all the angels were standing 
around the throne and around the 
elders and the four living creatures, 
and they fell on their faces before the 
throne and worshiped God,  (12)  
saying, "Amen! Blessing and glory and 
wisdom and thanksgiving and honor 
and power and might be to our God 
forever and ever! Amen." 
 
Thanksgiving by the creature to God, 
the Creator – belongs to Him. It is 
owed to Him.  Therefore to withhold 
the giving of thanks to God is to rob 
Him. It is to take for ourselves what 
belongs only to Him.  
 
You can see this unthankfulness 
playing itself out among the Jews at 
the close of the Old Testament era: 
 
Mal 1:6-14  "A son honors his father, 
and a servant his master. If then I am a 
father, where is my honor? And if I am 
a master, where is my fear? says the 
LORD of hosts to you, O priests, who 
despise my name. But you say, 'How 
have we despised your name?'  (7)  By 
offering polluted food upon my altar. 
But you say, 'How have we polluted 

you?' By saying that the LORD's table 
may be despised.  (8)  When you offer 
blind animals in sacrifice, is that not 
evil? And when you offer those that 
are lame or sick, is that not evil? 
Present that to your governor; will he 
accept you or show you favor? says the 
LORD of hosts.  (9)  And now entreat 
the favor of God, that he may be 
gracious to us. With such a gift from 
your hand, will he show favor to any 
of you? says the LORD of hosts.  (10)  
Oh that there were one among you 
who would shut the doors, that you 
might not kindle fire on my altar in 
vain! I have no pleasure in you, says 
the LORD of hosts, and I will not 
accept an offering from your hand.  
(11)  For from the rising of the sun to 
its setting my name will be great 
among the nations, and in every place 
incense will be offered to my name, 
and a pure offering. For my name will 
be great among the nations, says the 
LORD of hosts.  (12)  But you profane 
it when you say that the Lord's table is 
polluted, and its fruit, that is, its food 
may be despised.  (13)  But you say, 
'What a weariness this is,' and you 
snort at it, says the LORD of hosts. 
You bring what has been taken by 
violence or is lame or sick, and this 
you bring as your offering! Shall I 
accept that from your hand? says the 
LORD.  (14)  Cursed be the cheat who 
has a male in his flock, and vows it, 
and yet sacrifices to the Lord what is 
blemished. For I am a great King, says 
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the LORD of hosts, and my name will 
be feared among the nations. 
 
This is the “worship” offered by an 
UN-thankful people. And you can see 
it again in chapter 3- 
 
Mal 3:7-18  From the days of your 
fathers you have turned aside from my 
statutes and have not kept them. 
Return to me, and I will return to you, 
says the LORD of hosts. But you say, 
'How shall we return?'  (8)  Will man 
rob God? Yet you are robbing me. But 
you say, 'How have we robbed you?' In 
your tithes and contributions.  (9)  You 
are cursed with a curse, for you are 
robbing me, the whole nation of you.  
(10)  Bring the full tithe into the 
storehouse, that there may be food in 
my house. And thereby put me to the 
test, says the LORD of hosts, if I will 
not open the windows of heaven for 
you and pour down for you a blessing 
until there is no more need.   
 
Unthankful people who claim to 
follow Christ evidence their 
unthankfulness then just as the Jews 
did so long ago. The worship of God 
becomes a chore in all of its aspects – 
prayer, giving, serving, singing – the 
whole thing becomes a burden.  When 
it is burdensome, it is not acceptable to 
God. 
 
But where there is thankfulness to God 
for Christ and for this great salvation 

we have, worship simply pours out of 
our hearts and is no burden at all.   
 
Psa 107:19-22  Then they cried to the 
LORD in their trouble, and he 
delivered them from their distress.  
(20)  He sent out his word and healed 
them, and delivered them from their 
destruction.  (21)  Let them thank the 
LORD for his steadfast love, for his 
wondrous works to the children of 
man!  (22)  And let them offer 
sacrifices of thanksgiving, and tell of 
his deeds in songs of joy! 
 
Christian, you have been pulled out of 
a pit. You have been healed of the 
leprosy of sin. Christ has given you 
eyes and ears, curing your blindness 
and deafness. Jesus commanded and 
you came up from the dead. Paul says 
that what this gift is, is, indescribable. 
What awaits us in the new creation is 
indescribable: 
 
2Co 12:2-4  I know a man in Christ 
who fourteen years ago was caught up 
to the third heaven—whether in the 
body or out of the body I do not know, 
God knows.  (3)  And I know that this 
man was caught up into paradise—
whether in the body or out of the body 
I do not know, God knows— (4)  and 
he heard things that cannot be told, 
which man may not utter. 
 
Of all people, the Christian has the 
most to give thanks to God for. 
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Eternity will echo with our praise to 
Him, and that praise will be filled with 
thanksgiving.  Let’s end by reading the 
72nd Psalm which surely is an example 
of true thanksgiving: 
 
Psa 72:1-20  Of Solomon. Give the 
king your justice, O God, and your 
righteousness to the royal son!  (2)  
May he judge your people with 
righteousness, and your poor with 
justice!  (3)  Let the mountains bear 
prosperity for the people, and the hills, 
in righteousness!   
 
(4)  May he defend the cause of the 
poor of the people, give deliverance to 
the children of the needy, and crush 
the oppressor!  (5)  May they fear you 
while the sun endures, and as long as 
the moon, throughout all generations!   
 
(6)  May he be like rain that falls on 
the mown grass, like showers that 
water the earth!  (7)  In his days may 
the righteous flourish, and peace 
abound, till the moon be no more!   
 
(8)  May he have dominion from sea to 
sea, and from the River to the ends of 
the earth!  (9)  May desert tribes bow 
down before him, and his enemies lick 
the dust!  (10)  May the kings of 
Tarshish and of the coastlands render 
him tribute; may the kings of Sheba 
and Seba bring gifts!  (11)  May all 
kings fall down before him, all nations 
serve him!  

 
(12)  For he delivers the needy when 
he calls, the poor and him who has no 
helper.  (13)  He has pity on the weak 
and the needy, and saves the lives of 
the needy.  (14)  From oppression and 
violence he redeems their life, and 
precious is their blood in his sight.   
 
(15)  Long may he live; may gold of 
Sheba be given to him! May prayer be 
made for him continually, and 
blessings invoked for him all the day!  
(16)  May there be abundance of grain 
in the land; on the tops of the 
mountains may it wave; may its fruit 
be like Lebanon; and may people 
blossom in the cities like the grass of 
the field!  (17)  May his name endure 
forever, his fame continue as long as 
the sun! May people be blessed in him, 
all nations call him blessed!   
 
(18)  Blessed be the LORD, the God of 
Israel, who alone does wondrous 
things.  (19)  Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the whole earth be 
filled with his glory! Amen and Amen!  
(20)  The prayers of David, the son of 
Jesse, are ended. 
 
That is thanksgiving. And that is 
therefore, true worship. 
 
 


