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Sermon Text: James 1:1-18 
  

James, as someone like you and me who lived between the Advents, give us excellent 
insight into handling life’s troubles until Jesus comes again! He tells us what we need to 
know about troubles and what we need to do about troubles. 
  
  

Know: 
1. Troubles are inevitable. 
 [2] Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, 
 
 
  
  

2. Troubles have a holy purpose  
[3] for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. [4] And let 
steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in 
nothing. 
 
 
 
  
  

Do: 
1. Cultivate and expectant heart 
[5] If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without 
reproach, and it will be given him. [6] But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the 
one who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind. [7] For 
that person must not suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; [8] he is a 
double-minded man, unstable in all his ways. 
 
 
 
 
 
  



2. Cultivate a realistic perspective on your position in life 
[9] Let the lowly brother boast in his exaltation, [10] and the rich in his humiliation, 
because like a flower of the grass he will pass away. [11] For the sun rises with its 
scorching heat and withers the grass; its flower falls, and its beauty perishes. So also will 
the rich man fade away in the midst of his pursuits. [12] Blessed is the man who remains 
steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive the crown of life, 
which God has promised to those who love him.  
 
 
 
 
Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken – verse 4 
“Savior, if of Zion’s city I, through grace, a member am, 
Let the world deride or pity, I will glory in the name: 
Fading is the worldling’s pleasure, all his boasted pomp and show,  
Solid joys and lasting treasure none but Zion’s children know.” 
John Newton, 1779 
Quoted from the Trinity Hymnal #345, Great Commissions Publications, Inc. © 1990 
  

3. Cultivate a realistic perspective of your temptations 
[13] Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God cannot 
be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. [14] But each person is tempted 
when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. [15] Then desire when it has conceived 
gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death. 
 
 
 
 
  

4. Cultivate an eternal perspective  
[16] Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. [17] Every good gift and every perfect 
gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no 
variation or shadow due to change. [18] Of his own will he brought us forth by the word 
of truth, that we should be a kind of first fruits of his creatures. 
 
 
 
 
  



ALMIGHTY God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness, and put 

upon us the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life, in which thy Son Jesus 
Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in 
his glorious majesty to judge both the quick and the dead, we may rise to the life 
immortal, through him who lives and reigns with thee and the Holy Ghost, now and 

ever. Amen.  
  

 


