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Matthew 13.52 And Jesus said to them, "Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple of the 

kingdom of heaven is like a head of a household, who brings out of his treasure things new and 

old." 
 

Isaiah 42.1-10  "Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold; My chosen one in whom My soul delights. I 

have put My Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to the nations.  2 "He will not cry out or 

raise His voice, Nor make His voice heard in the street.  3 "A bruised reed He will not break And a 

dimly burning wick He will not extinguish; He will faithfully bring forth justice.  4 "He will not be 

disheartened or crushed Until He has established justice in the earth; And the coastlands will wait 

expectantly for His law."  5 Thus says God the LORD, Who created the heavens and stretched them 

out, Who spread out the earth and its offspring, Who gives breath to the people on it And spirit to 

those who walk in it,  6 "I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness, I will also hold you by 

the hand and watch over you, And I will appoint you as a covenant to the people, As a light to the 

nations,  7 To open blind eyes, To bring out prisoners from the dungeon And those who dwell in 

darkness from the prison.  8 "I am the LORD, that is My name; I will not give My glory to another, 

Nor My praise to graven images.  9 "Behold, the former things have come to pass, Now I declare 

new things; Before they spring forth I proclaim them to you."  10 Sing to the LORD a new song, Sing 

His praise from the end of the earth! You who go down to the sea, and all that is in it. You islands, 

and those who dwell on them. 
 

Isaiah 43.18-19  "Do not call to mind the former things, Or ponder things of the past.  19 "Behold, I 

will do something new, Now it will spring forth; Will you not be aware of it? I will even make a 

roadway in the wilderness, Rivers in the desert.   

 

Isaiah 48.1-8  "Hear this, O house of Jacob, who are named Israel And who came forth from the 

loins of Judah, Who swear by the name of the LORD And invoke the God of Israel, But not in truth 

nor in righteousness.  2 "For they call themselves after the holy city And lean on the God of Israel; 

The LORD of hosts is His name.  3 "I declared the former things long ago And they went forth from 

My mouth, and I proclaimed them. Suddenly I acted, and they came to pass.  4 "Because I know 

that you are obstinate, And your neck is an iron sinew And your forehead bronze,  5 Therefore I 

declared them to you long ago, Before they took place I proclaimed them to you, So that you 

would not say, 'My idol has done them, And my graven image and my molten image have 

commanded them.'  6 "You have heard; look at all this. And you, will you not declare it? I proclaim 

to you new things from this time, Even hidden things which you have not known.  7 "They are 

created now and not long ago; And before today you have not heard them, So that you will not 

say, 'Behold, I knew them.'  8 "You have not heard, you have not known. Even from long ago your 

ear has not been open, Because I knew that you would deal very treacherously; And you have been 

called a rebel from birth. 
 
 

 

Today is the First Sunday in Advent, the season of preparation to celebrate the Incarnation of 

God in Jesus Christ. 
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This year, in our Advent Sermons we want to look at a theme that is very prominent in the 

whole Bible and that is the IDEA OF NEWNESS. Each week, we’ll focus on some aspect of 

change that God becoming a human being in Jesus Christ, some way that fact makes things 

NEW in the world, because ultimately Christians believe, (and the Bible teaches) that God 

becoming a Man will make all things NEW – the incarnation changes everything! 

 

Today, we want to introduce these very basic categories of NEW and OLD and we’ll see that 

the Bible engenders IN the believer a kind of orientation to time – we’re required and 

encouraged and enabled to think about OLD and NEW in a particular way and that WAY of 

thinking about TIME (the OLD and the NEW) will actually affect the way we approach life and 

has huge ramifications for how we live. Let’s look at: #1 – The Disciple and the Scribe #2 –The 

Kingdom Time-Dynamic and # 3 – Living in the Tension 

 

You may be have noticed that some people have a kind of penchant, attraction or bent or 

proclivity or leaning or liking for the OLD or for the NEW. I mean obviously there are, for most 

of us, things we like that are BOTH old and new but some people are more…old and some are 

more new. 

 

For instance, we all like that “new car smell” – right? And we know that it just doesn’t last 

forever and even if there’s new car smell SPRAY – it can’t really replicate THE new car smell. 

But…maybe…some people LIKE that smell…more than others like it.  

 

And there is in almost all of us… SOME appreciation for vintage cars, antique cars… (which, of 

course, don’t have the new car smell) but some people REALLY like vintage cars (even more 

than the new car smell).  

 

Some people really like innovation and really stay up-to-the-minute on technologies or what 

are the latest films to be released (if you know that MOCKINGJAY PART 1 came out last week 

YOU may have this basic time-orientation). 

 

And though we THINK it’s an age-thing and that may have something to do with it – we’ve 

also met a young person who can be described as an “old soul” (right?) AND we may have 

met an older person who doesn’t seem to want to grow up (“Peter Pan complex”) or who 

(positively) seems very current, very up-to-the-minute…so, it’s NOT simply that old people 

like the old and young people like the new. It’s more an orientation or leaning or approach. 

 

And we may sort-of pride ourselves in our particular orientation. When I mentioned 

Mockingjay Part 1, latest installment in the Hunger Games series, you may have rolled your 

eyes…under your breath muttered “pft!” and been just a little self-satisfied that you had NO 

idea what that was. OR you may have thought, “Of COURSE I know what that IS…anyone who 

is a good or meaningful person know what that IS!” 
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And we do seem to recognize certain extremes in both orientations – when the leaning 

becomes a kind of falling… Maybe a person seems to have a complete disregard for or 

unawareness of tradition or history and is ONLY interested in what’s new – maybe we could 

call that person a NOVEL person or trendy. 

 

OR the opposite, the person, very reluctant to change…living in the 70’s… pining for the 50’s… 

who has (in his/her own mind) sanctified the past – we call that person the NOSTALGIC 

person… I know both kinds of people… Most of us are somewhere in the middle… a moderate 

time orientation… I guess? (Make new friends and keep the old – one is silver and the other is 

gold…right?) 

 

Jesus Christ issued this little enigmatic saying about time orientation when He said, 

“Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple of the kingdom of heaven is like a head of 

a household, who brings out of his treasure things new and old.” 

 

And when He said that He was NOT urging us toward the MUSHY MIDDLE; not simply calling 

us to be balanced or moderate in the way we understand things old and new… He was 

actually proposing a completely different way of looking at time (the old and new). It was 

recognition of this dynamic of how God uses and governs time in His dealings with His 

people. 

 

Jesus is talking about a SCRIBE who becomes a DISCIPLE of the Kingdom of God. As a Scribe, 

as a student of the OLD writings he was once focused solely on the OLD…he had an 

appreciation for the ancient and for tradition…and yet…may have tended toward nostalgia… 

And Jesus found that kind of religious nostalgia as the Scribes and Pharisees prattled on and 

on about “our father IS Abraham…we don’t know who YOURS is!” This fixation on 

tradition…guardians of a heritage… that was dry and dusty and dead. 

 

And there were in the world, the novel people, like Paul met in the philosophers at Mars Hill 

in Athens. Act 17.21 says “Now all the Athenians and those visiting there used to spend their 

time in nothing other than telling or hearing something new.” 

 

They were trendy and progressive and up-to-date and excited about the NOW and the future 

and moving ahead but had no time for tradition and for the old… But they found in Paul 

someone who like a head of a household could bring treasures old and new…a dynamic that 

even these trendy Athenians had never seen…truly a THIRD way! 

 

So what IS this dynamic found in God’s writings and how was Jesus Christ who IS the Head of 

the House, what did HE see about the Old Writings that was new – not the dead regressive 

tradition of nostalgia and NOT a trendy cotton-candy thing BUT rather the treasures of the 

old brought to life like an organism, the Word made alive, the Word made flesh! 
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Well, here’s what we see from the Prophet Isaiah and his presentation of how God used and 

governed time: First, there’s an alternation of PREDICTION, FULFILLMENT and EXPLANATION.  

 

He tells His people before things are going to happen. He predicts the future. He promises 

Abraham and then He brings those promises to pass. The promises are ancient… they’re 

sometimes hundreds and even thousands of years old. And then God brings these predictions 

to pass. And when He does there’s quite often an explanation connecting the fulfillment to 

the promise. Sometimes the promise and fulfillment happen in the space of a generation. 

 

And that dynamic is a big topic for Isaiah. God tells us and then God brings it to pass. It leaves 

us ever looking back to these LIVING words that have life in them and power like seeds AND it 

keeps us ever looking ahead…always progressive…always forward thinking…always aware 

and up-to-the-minute. On the basis of OLD promises we are always LOOKING for NEW signs 

that God is at work…fulfilling. 

 

Secondly, the reason God has us LIVING in this dynamic is that He wants us to participate in 

and rejoice in what HE is doing. He doesn’t want us to attribute to other causes what HE 

HIMSELF is actually doing in the world… 

 

Last passage (48) and verse 9 puts it, “So that you would not say, ‘My idol has done them and 

my graven image…have commanded them”. I want My people to see that events are not just 

happening by happenstance or explainable by natural causes or survival of the fittest – I AM 

WORKING OUT MY PLAN AND HIS-STORY IS MY STORY”.  

 

God uses (what our forebears used to call) “second causes” like historical movements and 

responses to natural disasters…but underneath are the Everlasting Arms…and behind the 

scenes is the Invisible Hand. I tell you in advance so that, YOU, My Beloved People will have 

the immense comfort of knowing that I am working all things out for your good and My glory 

and to show YOU Who I Am! 

 

And not only to show My power over the events of human history but to show My goodness 

in the Story. Despite what you see or what you think you see, MY old words are there as 

living, powerful treasures that assure you: I will bring GOOD into the world like YOU have 

never imagined! There will be something NEW…something that even My past fulfillments 

(like the Exodus or like the return from Exile that was in Isaiah’s mind) there will be a good 

unleashed on the WORLD that is unimaginably great. 

 

“Behold, the former things have come to pass, now I declare NEW THINGS…sing to the LORD 

a new song… His praise from the ends of the earth…you islands…and everywhere (even 

places the ancient Israelites hadn’t imagined like the America’s and the islands of the West 

Indies) I proclaim to you new things from this time, Even hidden things which you have not 
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known. They are created now and not long ago; and before today you have not heard them, 

so that you will not say, 'Behold, I knew them.'” 

 

The WAY of God is to tell us...before it happens so that we will rejoice and sing and SEE THE 

REAL CAUSE of it before it takes place…and what HE is bringing… is unfathomed GOOD… a 

Servant will come and He will be like NO OTHER HUMAN BEING since the time of Adam – a 

covenant Keeper, a Healer of the Blind, a Liberator of those trapped in sin and oppression, 

 

 Out of the stump of David's family will grow a shoot-- yes, a new Branch bearing fruit from 

the old root. And the Spirit of the LORD will rest on him-- the Spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the 

LORD.  He will delight in obeying the LORD. He will not judge by appearance nor make a 

decision based on hearsay. He will give justice to the poor and make fair decisions for the 

exploited. The earth will shake at the force of his word, and one breath from his mouth will 

destroy the wicked. He will wear righteousness like a belt and truth like a garment. In that 

day the wolf and the lamb will live together; the leopard will lie down with the baby goat. The 

calf and the yearling will be safe with the lion, and a little child will lead them all.(Isaiah 11.1-

6 NLT) 

 

Something no one imagined – not even the best Scribe who had meticulously studied God’s 

ways in ancient writings and seen His mighty works promised, fulfilled and explained – NO 

ONE! Not even the angels themselves (1 Peter 1.12) could have seen this New Thing: God will 

become a Human Being and be born a helpless Baby in a blue-collar home. 

 

God will become a Human Servant and He, in Jesus Christ, will fulfill the Human part of the 

agreement AND He will fulfill the Divine part of the agreement. Who ever could have 

imagined, that God would do this new thing? The Old writings show us the dynamic (promise 

and fulfillment) but even the old writings could NOT prepare us for this, the wonder of 

wonders, God born of a woman, born to carry out OUR responsibilities and to suffer for our 

crimes. 

 

Now, let’s close with just a few ideas of how we (regardless of our leanings toward one or the 

other orientation) how we can be Ancient Infants – how to live in this Kingdom tension, the 

treasures New & Old. 

 

First, I recently spoke about cynicism or realism (if you prefer to call it that!) but it does seem 

that to be realistic in the Kingdom is to be optimistic! And I’m sure it’s easier to say that HERE 

in Modern So FL than if I lived in N. Korea or Sudan (I spoke with Ray Misomali…) but we have 

to be optimistic in the Kingdom of God…because this Ancient New thing that Dawned in the 

Manger continues to have a ripple effect that won’t end until all things are new… Soooo, that 

means WE can afford to love people (even if we don’t get loved back) can make life 

investments (like moving to Malawi or opening our homes or giving our money/time) 
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because those kinds of things are good investments – Godward optimism should govern our 

investment strategies! 

 

 Second, beware of your own bent. You may have no time for “nostalgia” and no patience for 

studying the past and tradition but that IS NOT a Kingdom of God way of looking at the OLD… 

and it may manifest itself in your life (among other ways) in a kind of age-ism, a disdain for 

the elders among us and gravitating to the young and the novel… We live in the day of (what 

Alvin Toffler called) the disposable everything (The Disposable Wedding Dress) and we have 

to recognize a bent away from history, tradition and all things old (plus we live in So FL where 

no buildings are over 100 years old!)… We need NOT a moderate view but a Kingdom View 

and the Gospel empowers it. 

 

Or you may be so fixed on history and tradition and frankly nostalgic that you're failing to see 

the New Thing God is doing in our day and how He is through the ripple effects of what went 

on in that Manger and on the Cross and in the resurrection, how God is opening blind eyes 

and bring prisoners from the dungeon in our day…even in our church and community… So BE 

looking at the past…not just the 1950’s or ‘70’s but the ancient writings and their focus on 

the Sovereignty and Goodness of God and be also looking at the New Thing that will 

reverberate and eventually make all things new… You more nostalgic types, we need NOT to 

relativize our views but to “Kingdom-ize” our approach to life…have that Godward optimism 

about the coming generations and what God, through Jesus Christ is doing NOW. 

 

Lastly, there may be some with us today who need liberation from time orientation (you're 

just a child of this age and BOUND by this age) or maybe you need liberation from your own 

self, your past, your guilt, your spiritual blindness, your moral failures – you need to meet 

God in a NEW way. 

 

Stick with us for this short series (next four weeks) and consider what NEW thing God is doing 

and what He may be doing in YOUR life even today… look to the ancient writings with us and 

see the way to be made New. 

 


