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THE JUDGE OF ALL THE EARTH 

Introduction 

The southern end of the Dead Sea is where the Cities of the Plain once stood. Lot chose to live in one 

of them (Sodom) when he and Abraham entered the land. They were prosperous but corrupt. They 

were known for pride, violence, and sexual perversion. When Lot was there God chose to destroy 

them. It is recorded in Genesis 18 and referred to in Jude 17.  

The Genesis account involves God sharing a confidence with Abraham – telling what he is about to 

do. Abraham responds by praying for the Cities of the Plain. His prayer was based on the fact there 

was at least one person living there who had not corrupted his way – Abraham’s nephew Lot (see 2 

Peter 2:7).   

Abraham’s argument was: it would be wrong for a judge to treat the righteous in the same way as 

the wicked; God is the judge of all the earth and he cannot give wrong judgement; so God will not do 

treat righteous Lot in the same way as the people of those cities. “Shall not the Judge of all the earth 

do right?”  

It is obvious that God agreed with Abraham’s reasoning, for he promised he would not destroy the 

cities even if there were as few as 10 righteous people there. At that point Abraham’s prayer ended.  

This has important lessons for us. 

GOD IS JUDGE OF ALL THE EARTH 

GOD WILL NOT TREAT THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE WICKED IN THE SAME WAY 

THIS HAS PRACTICAL IMPLICATIONS FOR US  

God is judge of all the earth 

God is the supreme judge. To him all other judges are responsible. We may appeal to him, but there 

is no one beyond him. 

There is plenty of evidence to support this. Psalm 82 is God speaking to the rulers of the world. In 

the Mosaic Law God emphasised the need for justice to be done, and the avoidance of bribery or 

corruption of any kind in the justice system.  

We find his judgement in the Garden of Eden when sin entered the world, and again in the days of 

Noah.  

His ‘Law’ (Torah) is instruction in the way of righteousness. Jesus appealed to it in his teaching. 

Jesus referred to the time of his death as when ‘the prince of this world is judged’ – God was judging 

Satan whose influence has so corrupted society.  

And if there is any doubt that his rule extends worldwide – the gospel of God as righteous judge (and 

therefore Saviour) extends to ‘all nations’. He is no local deity; there is no other faith option.  

This view of God is very different from current thinking. Much of society looks back to the time when 

the gospel lost its influence and rejoices that the idea of God’s judgement has been largely forgotten 

– this is regarded as freedom. 

But God’s judgement is, in fact, good news for otherwise injustice would be the ultimate reality. The 

apostles recognised that the position of judge has been given to Jesus (Acts 17:29-33; Philippians 
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2:9-11). Jesus had already said, ‘The Father judges no one, but has committed all judgement to the 

Son’ (John 5:22).  The Book of Daniel also portrays the Son of Man as the judge of all, including world 

powers.  

God will not treat the righteous and the wicked in the same way 

Abraham knew that, so he was able to pray for Lot in the impending destruction of Sodom. That is 

why people sometimes complain that God has not stopped disaster from happening – they assume 

the victims are innocent and feel that injustice has been done, yet their conception of God is of one 

who can do no injustice and is able to stop it.  

This is reflection of God’s character. He cannot be tempted to evil nor can he tempt anyone else to 

evil (James 1:13). The Spirit of God leads only into what is true and good. The work of Christ is to 

undo evil. 

This says something to us about Christianity. It is more than a label or a group in society. It is a 

‘putting right’, both of relationships and of the person. It is repentance – an ongoing movement 

away from sin towards God and what is good. We should beware of anything that calls itself 

Christianity but does not warn against sin and encourage people back to God. The Spirit who dwells 

in the Christian and the Church is the Holy Spirit.  

At the end of the day Christ will judge us not on the basis of our religious label but on the evidence 

of a saving change. Is there evidence that we are ‘in Christ’ and so forgiven? Or does our life show no 

difference from the evils of the world around? 

This has practical implications for us 

The fact the Judge of all the earth will do right should console us in times of trouble. We may not 

always understand why he allows things to happen, but we should trust him to act in a just and 

merciful way. Job could say, ‘Though he slay me yet will I trust him’. One of the main ingredients in 

our complaints and anxieties is the fear of being treated unjustly. God is the judge; injustice will not 

last.  

For that reason we must put away any thought of revenge, as well as an unbelieving attitude. We 

can afford to remain calm, as the martyrs did. That is not the same thing as fatalism; Jesus 

encouraged his disciples to flee to safety when if persecution came for his sake.  

This also gives us leverage in prayer. When we see injustice we can argue that God should deal with 

it. It may be harm done to someone; it may be falsehood in the church. We can appeal to God on the 

basis of his justice and truth, quite apart from his mercy. We can even use this argument for our own 

salvation – he has promised to save those who call on his name, so we can plead his promise when 

we cry out in Jesus’ name.  

All this raises a question: who are the righteous? And who are the wicked? One answer is that there 

are two groups – those in Christ and those who are not. If we are ‘in Christ’ we are part of his 

church. But that is not the same as ‘the church and the world’, for Jesus speaks about people in the 

church who will be condemned on the day of judgement – Pharisees and others – they never 

received Christ and so they are still in their sins. Jesus spoke of their life showing whether they were 

righteous or wicked. And his apostles echoed that. 

This reminds us that, by nature, ‘there is none righteous, no not one’. ‘There is no difference for all 

have sinned.’ We all need Christ to save us from our sin. 
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His salvation is a work of mercy, but God’s justice also prompts him to save people from their sin. 

Should evil be allowed to win? Obviously not. ‘The Son of God was revealed to destroy the works of 

the devil.’ ‘God is good and upright, therefore he will instruct sinners in the way’ (Psalm 25:8).  

It all leads us to Christ Jesus, the Saviour of sinners. He is ‘our righteousness’, for he has fulfilled all 

our obligations to God’s law, and in him there is no sin. ‘If anyone sins we have an advocate in 

heaven, Jesus Christ the righteous.’  

Do you feel your sins, or fear God’s judgement against you? Then welcome the gift of righteousness 

that God has given in Christ. Welcome him, and ask him to give you his Spirit that you may become 

holy also.  

And as we rely on his promise we have reason for confidence: ‘shall not the judge of all the earth do 

right?’ 


