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INTRODUCTION 

Seems to be no complaints against this Church!! Same as Smyrna – 
but again we need to remember this is not X speaking from the 
Judgement seat, He is speaking to enocourage His people to 
persevere despite discouragements! X’s word to the Churches of 
Asia is a very valuable mss as it tells us exactly what X thought of 
the church after He left world - from His throne next to God! 

Note 3 things: (a) It is a small church, with small resources! It just 
has I know that you have but little power [8] but it was still an 
important Church to X. He had still something to say to it!   

(b) X gives more promises to this church which is faithful, than to 
the other churches who may be larger and not so faithful!  

(c) This church’s witness, again like Smyrna against whom there was 
no condemnation, their witness lasted longer than other Churches! 
Wm Barclay tells us ‘When the Turks and Mohammedanism flooded 
across Asia Minor and every other town had fallen, Philadelphia 
stood  erect. For centuries it was a free Greek Xn city amidst a pagan 
people. It was the last bastion of Asian Xnity. It was not till midway 
through the 14th century that it fell; and to this day there is a 
Christian Bishop and a 1,000 Xns in it.’ Apart from Smyrna all the 
other churches are in ruins – Phil holds aloft the Xn witness!!  

APP That is a great encouragement to hold fast good doctrine and 
practice, despite discouragements! To resist the temptation to go for 
growth at any price – to ‘be alive’ like Sardis but spiritually dead, 
and join the flow of popularity by becoming less like a church 
centred on Truth /Righteousness and more like a Club that centred on 
friendship without Biblical principle.  How wonderful to hear from 
Jesus Himself, the Holy One, the true One [7] these words: You have 
kept My Word and have not denied My name [8].   



THE OPEN DOOR 

The title that X uses is that He is the One who is Holy and True! But 
He is also the one who has the key of David [7] referring to an 
incidence in King Hezekiah’s life. Hez. had an unfaithful steward 
Shebna who was deposed for admitting into the royal presence those 
who arranged and built a memorial to himself (Shebna)! Look: you 
have cut out here a tomb for yourself, you who cut out a tomb on the 
height and carve a dwelling for yourself in the rock? [Isa 22:15-22].  
He was replaced by faithful Eliakim, I will call my servant Eliakim 
the son of Hilkiah,  21 and bI will clothe him with your robe, and will 
bind your sash on him, and will commit your authority to his hand… 
I will place don his shoulder the key of the house of David. He shall 
open, and none shall shut; and he shall shut, and none shall open. 

APP The church has the responsibility of guarding God’s house, to 
protect it from unfaithful stewards! Not to allow in those who would 
defile it as Shebna did by making it a place to exalt ourselves! Pride 
and high self-esteem ruined him! Custodians of the Church are 
responsible for guarding the Truth and for the spiritual security of 
its members. Paul O Timothy, guard the deposit entrusted to you. 
Avoid the irreverent babble and contradictions of what is falsely 
called ‘knowledge,’  for by professing it some have swerved from the 
faith [1T6:20] + “Follow the pattern of the sound words that you 
have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. By 
the Holy Spirit who dwells within us, guard the good deposit 
entrusted to you [2T1:13cf]. Twice Paul used the word entrusted!! 

We often hear of ‘a door opened’ for me or a ‘door closed’! We 
sometimes hear in church circles (because Scripture uses the term) A 
great and effective door is opened to me [1C16:9], when I came to 
Troas to preach X’s gospel and a door was opened to me [2C2:12], 
Paul asks for prayer “that God may open to us a door for the word 
[Col 4:3], Paul explained how God had opened a door of faith for the 
Gentiles [Acts 4:27]. The phrase refers to an opportunity which has 



arisen in Providence. It was something God had set before them! He 
put that opportunity before them! It seems that the door was there but 
was not seen by them Behold  I have set before you [8b]  

APP You know there are opportunities every day but we don’t see 
them! We are not aware of them - but God is asking us to open our 
eyes and be much more alert to opportunities to spread the Word of 
God in daily life. WE in the UK today have unique opportunities 
(with technologies also) to spread the word! 

God is not asking for a big thing in this for he said you have but little 
power and you have done two wonderful things, you have kept My 
Word and “you have not denied My name, that’s great, therefore you 
can do this too – it only requires a little strength, little more effort – 
you have what it takes! APP You have what it takes to do what God 
is asking you to do! I am persuaded that a little extra effort from Xns 
would make a big difference to our culture!  

One of the debates among Xns is dispensationalism! They claim the 
OT is distinct from the NT! The Church is a new thing unplanned 
by God. Israel is not the OT Church they say. Here is one reason why 
I think Israel is the Church. X here talks a lot about Jews, 30 years 
after His ascension! Why use the terms ‘Jews’ and ‘Synagogues’ to 
Asian believers miles away from Jerusalem if there is no continuity? 
It is to the most spiritually faithful churches that X spoke of those 
who say they are Jews and are not [9] and spoke of synagogues, 
Smyrna and Philadelphia! Because there is that link between Israel 
and the Church! X commends Smyrna for detecting the distinction 
and promises rewards to Philadelphia! Why did Paul say For no one 
is a Jew who is merely one outwardly, nor is circumcision outward 
and physical. But a Jew is one inwardly, and circumcision is a 
matter of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter [Rom 2:28cf]? 
Because the term Jew was used a lot to describe God’s people but 
there was the need to distinguish between nominal Xns and true 
heart changed Xns the term Jew was continued in certain circles.  



The WONDERFUL PROMISES 

Wonderful promises were given because they persevered and held 
fast – and were not moved away! Because you have kept My word 
about patient endurance [10] To persevere is precious to God – 
stickability is a great thing – Spurgeon called him ‘Mr Try’ he loved 
him!  The Phils held fast so no one seized their crown [11] It was 
only Smyrna and Philadelphia that mention is made of a crown, (the 
two faithful Churches)! But there is a warning that they could lose 
their crown! Bible abound with examples – Shebna lost his place to 
Eliakim; Esau lost his place to Jacob; Joab and Abiathar lost their 
places to Benaiah and Zodak; Saul lost his place to David; Judas lost 
his place to Matthias; Jews lost their place to the Church! But to 
those who overcome… 

Promise (1) – They will be delivered from trials. I will keep you 
from the hour of trial [10]. Many Xns fear trials!  

(2) They will be made a pillar in the temple of My God [12] A pillar 
in the church - A stable support upholding all James, Cephas and 
John who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given to 
me…they gave right hand of fellowship [Gal 2:9] Being a pillar in the 
church is the one thing David desired to remain in God’s house. 

(c) I will write on him the name of My God. In Phil. when a faithful 
priest died they erected a pillar and put his name and his father’s 
name on the pillar in recognition of lasting honour! It was like 
branding a name that he belonged!  

(d) the name of The New Jerusalem [12] ie, they are citizens of the 
new Jerusalem! Every Jew looked forward to the New Jerusalem! No 
longer looking for a city! They have found the city!  

(e) My new name [12] because in heaven we will be pure, as it were a 
new person in the sense that all our sins are washed away, like a new 
bride starting life afresh with a new master and a new name! 


