
 Zion, City of Our God (Psalm 48) 

•  Psalm 48 uses a lot of symbolism, in fact the very theme is symbolic in nature 

• Reference to ‘Jerusalem, city of God’ sets it in the category of a song of Zion 

• It goes far beyond Israel’s for Jerusalem: vs 2 “the joy of the whole earth” 

• Ps 47 God is to be praised by everyone everywhere – theme continues in Ps 48 

• Ps 48 – praise for Zion is really a call for the praises of God who inhabits Zion 

I. Giving All Praise to God (48:1-2) 

•  Superficially – praise for Zion, but it is for God who is Zion’s very protection  

• Mention of: elevation & mountains surrounding her: focus�God her defender 

II. Sing out the Praises of God for Zion City (48:3-8) 

•  The situation of Jerusalem is beautiful but what is her true beauty is her God 

Vs. 3 God is in her palaces; He is known as her refuge. 

• God’s enemies flee before His presence: vs. 5 They saw it, & so they marveled; 

they were troubled, they hastened away. 

•  Vs 6,7 both are pictures of God’s enemies: overcome and totally decimated 

• Vs 8 God’s children recall His acts of deliverance, He is Jerusalem’s strength 

III. God-Exulting Praise (48:9-11) 

• This pattern repeats itself, though this time it is in more personalized manner 

• People offer prayer, praise & thanksgiving as they circle the walls of the city 

• Psalmist invites them to ponder on the city, on God’s provision & protection 

IV Exulting in Zion, the City of our God (48:12-13) 

• The City of God is meant to cause God’s children to remember Him 

• Christ: King of kings & LORD of lords: Zion is a picture of heavenly Zion 

V. A Fitting Response of Adoration & Praise to Zion’s Great God 

• Glorious personal note the psalm ends on – nothing, not even death can 

separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus 


