
1 

 

GRATEFUL IN ALL CIRCUMSTANCES 

Let’s Linger Longer In Overflowing Gratitude 

Daniel 6: 1-28—primarily Daniel 6: 10 – Pastor Richard P. Carlson 

 

As we just celebrated Thanksgiving, it is most appropriate for us to honor a few 

earnest and dedicated Englishmen, called Pilgrims who left their native land in 

search of freedom to worship the King of all kings and the Lord of all lords. The 

Mayflower’s voyage to the new world 395 years ago was a “survival test” on a 

huge scale. The passengers sold their possessions and put that money together with 

years of saving up money to pay their passage. The ship had no heat or plumbing. 

Storms raged and a main beam cracked in mid ocean on the Mayflower. After two 

months on the Atlantic, this little band of 102 people arrived just before Christmas 

in 1620. William Bradford wrote in his journal, “Being thus arrived at a good 

harbor, and brought safely to land, we fell on our knees and blessed the God of 

heaven who brought us over the vast and furious ocean and delivered us from the 

perils and miseries thereof.” What a celebration they must have had! But before 

Christmas arrived, a serious illness raged among the 102 Pilgrims. In the next three 

months, nearly half of the Pilgrims died. Hunger and illness stalked the remaining 

Pilgrims, but they never wavered in their purpose to search for freedom to worship 

our Lord. Those stout and earnest Pilgrims left us a legacy we must thank God for 

today. They left us a deep, unwavering set of biblical convictions along with a true 

example of disciplined Christian living. It is an example of freedom under law, and 

of people who had a deep social concern for the natives Americans they signed a 

peace treaty with. With Chief Samoset in March of 1621, a treaty that lasted many 

years was signed. They left us an example of evangelists who set for us an example 

of sharing their material and spiritual blessings with others. In their Mayflower 

Compact, they committed themselves to the advancement of the Christian faith. 

Forty three years later, in 1663, they translated the first Bible into the language of 

the local Native Americans. It was the Algonquin Bible. They left us an example, 

vision and hope for the American dream—which back then was—their dream for a 

place they could freely worship God according to the dictates of their conscience 

from the Bible. Those Pilgrims had an anchor for their souls as Daniel did.  

 

Today, our nation has drifted far from our roots. Most of our citizens today may 

speak of having Christian roots or claim to be nominal Christians, but in 1963, a 

poll showed that many preachers, theologians, as well as college and seminary 

professors cast doubts and ridicule on the Word of God. In a 2002 Gallup Poll, it 

was discovered 13 years ago that only 37% of the citizenry of our nation believe 

the Bible is the Word of God to be interpreted literally. It is doubtful that people in 

our nation are going to believe more faithfully than the pastors of our land. One 

day years ago, a friend of David Hume, the atheistic philosopher, saw Mr. Hume 
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hurrying down a London Street. He asked Mr. Hume, “Where are you going so 

fast? David Hume replied, “I am going to hear the preacher, the evangelist George 

Whitfield preach.” His friend was amazed and said, “Surely you don’t believe what 

George Whitfield preaches, do you?” David Hume replied, “No, I don’t believe 

what he preaches, but he does.” Beloved, many folk are losing confidence in this 

Holy Book because pastors and teachers and preachers and godly lay people keep 

hedging their faith in the Word and compromising what it says.  

 

Ultimately, those who accommodate the world and compromise the Word of God 

end up like the owner of a fish market. Living close to the ocean, the fish market 

owner had placed a sign over his door that read, “Fresh Fish For Sale Today.” 

People flocked by the hundreds to his fish market. Yet just one of his friends came 

by, and seeing the sign, he said, “Why do you have “Today” on your sign? 

Everybody knows that you want to sell fish today.” So the fish market owner 

removed the word “Today” from his sign. Another friend came by and questioned 

him as to why he had the words, “For Sale.” He said, “You wouldn’t even be in the 

fish business if you didn’t have fish for sale.” So the fish market owner 

accommodated and removed the two words, “For Sale.” Then another friend 

questioned him about the use of the word, “fresh.” He said, “People know you. 

They know you are an honest man. They know and trust your reputation which 

guarantees that you would only handle “fresh’ fish.” So the man removed the word 

“fresh.” Finally a man stopped to buy fish who suggested the word fish was a 

bazaar word to have on a sign. He said, “Why do you keep this sign up anyway? 

People can smell your fish from several blocks away.” So the fish market owner 

took down his last sign. Shortly afterward, not knowing why, he went out of 

business. Beloved, at this Thanksgiving Season, I warn us all, “Don’t 

accommodate the Bible and trim the text to suit others or your critics. The more we 

cut the Bible, the more we reduce its message and the less we have to preach. We 

must believe the Bible cover to cover, all of it, and preach and testify to the truth of 

all of it. We must obey all the Word and stand true to all of it. That’s our mission 

and we dare not compromise. Today we come to a man who had the same 

uncompromising spirit as the Pilgrims who founded our country.  

 

Daniel stood like a lighthouse beacon in being thankful in the worst of all 

circumstances. Today as we wrap up this Thanksgiving Season, let’s explore the 

life of Daniel in one verse, Daniel 6: 10 to discover three times when he still was 

thankful when thanksgiving was beyond difficult. Yet Daniel remained thankful. 

What are these three times in Daniel’s life? Are any of us facing similar times in 

our lives when it is exceedingly hard to give thanks and live with gratitude? What 

are these three times in any believer’s life? If you are facing these terrible 
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circumstances, are you remaining a thankful believer? What are these three times 

to be thankful in the worst of circumstances? 

 

GIVE THANKS WHEN TERRORISTIC ACTS ARE BEING PLANNED 

AGAINST US. (I.) Notice Daniel 6: 6, 7, 10. “Then these presidents and satraps 

came by agreement to the king and said to him, “O King Darius, live forever! All 

the high officials of the kingdom, the prefects and the satraps, the counselors and 

the governors are agreed that the king should establish an ordinance and enforce 

an injunction, that whoever makes petition to any god or man for thirty days, 

except to you, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions…When Daniel knew that 

the document had been signed, he went to his house where he had windows in his 

upper chamber open toward Jerusalem. He got down on his knees three times a day 

and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he had done previously.” Daniel 

long before any of us knew what it was to live among terrorists. Daniel’s response 

in the face of certain death was not some polite gesture to God or some thoughtless 

and conditioned behavior Daniel failed to think through. Daniel purposed in his 

heart to be thankful to his God, our God too, in the face of impending death. 

Daniel’s story typifies symbolically the undying, age-old hatred of the enemy and 

his followers for sold-out believers. It is the anger of the world system against God 

and against His Christ. Daniel was doubtless about 80 years old at this point in his 

life. As he came as a deported captive from Jerusalem to Babylon, he was put into 

the service of the king and doubtless as they did it, made into a eunuch, but a high 

standing eunuch under the Babylonian kings, Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar. 

Now since the fall of Babylon to the Medo-Persian kingdom, Daniel now had 

served Darius for several decades.  

 

Daniel knew the two major tests of life—adversity and prosperity. He had known 

both. Which is the hardest? For those of us knowing both, prosperity is most often 

the hardest and it has attempted to ruin our nation. In times of adversity, life 

becomes simple as survival is the major issue. It becomes a test to maintain the 

basics of food, clothing and shelter. It becomes a natural thing for believers to rush 

to the Lord and cling to Him, asking for help. But when prosperity comes, watch 

out. It becomes very easy to slack off in our passion for the Lord while all sorts of 

subtle temptations arrive, putting our character to the test. Which kind of times 

were these when these terroristic acts were planned upon Daniel’s life to kill him? 

The partial answer is that these were prosperity times, good times when Daniel was 

promoted high in the Medo-Persian government—he had been third ruler in the 

kingdom under Belshazzar. Now Daniel in Medo-Persia, v. 3 was distinguished as 

the top president next to the king. Yet what is worse than prosperity or adversity? 

Perhaps it is when both prosperity and adversity as rivers of testing converge into a 
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confluence and terror is mixed with prosperity. Whatever Daniel faced, he never 

forgot to be thankful.  

 

Verse 10 tells us it was Daniel’s custom—as he had done previously, he never 

forgot to fall to his knees to thank God three times a day. Prosperous times are not 

immune from trouble. If there is anything we learned on 9-11-01, it is that no 

prosperous nation is above or immune from terrorism. 9-11-01 branded that truth 

on our nation. America is a huge powerful nation, but so was Medo-Persia. The 

Medo-Persian empire was the greatest world power of its day—as America is 

today. Medo-Persia stretched from the shores of Turkey, Afghanistan and Pakistan 

to the mountains of India. It went up to the north into the steppes, those extensive 

plains of modern day Russia by the Caspian Sea. It went down south through 

Palestine to Egypt to the borders of ancient Ethiopia. History records that the 

Medo-Persians could put millions of armed men under orders and throw them into 

battle anywhere at any time. They had a federal system of government with each 

province having a governor responsible to the king. Over these 120 provinces and 

governors were three men who were like viceroys to the king. Daniel was the chief 

viceroy, a man the king saw as his personal confidante, a man highly respected and 

highly trusted, distinguished above all others. Thus he was hated. There were 

terrorists in Daniel’s day. When you have respect and trust in high places, jealousy 

is on the heels of your success—folk are out to get dirt on you. I have known such 

terrorism in my own ministry as have many pastors faithful to Jesus. Joseph didn’t 

know what his brothers were planning to do to him. Daniel knew about the 

terroristic act planned. Thanksgiving is not automatic in such times. It is difficult. 

Yet he gave thanks—in the face of terroristic acts planned not against his nation or 

king, but specifically planned and not vaguely planned to end his own life. We are 

always hearing about terror these days, and we try to be vigilant as a nation as do 

other nations. Are we giving thanks anyway, when good times fade? Good times 

and optimism can shift in a heartbeat as terror can reign and strike in every land 

and nation including ours. Will we be thankful if terror is planned for us here in 

Sweetwater County—or if lies about us are told as happened to Daniel? 2ndly, 

 

GIVE THANKS WHEN YOUR ENEMIES CAN’T FIND AN OCCASION 

FOR A FAULT, SO THEY CREATE ONE. Notice verse 4, 5. “Then the 

presidents and the satraps sought to find a ground for complaint against Daniel 

with regard to the kingdom, but they could find no ground for complaint or any 

fault, because he was faithful, and no error or fault was found in him. Then these 

men said, “We shall not find any ground for complaint against this Daniel unless 

we find it in connection with the law of his God.” For the 120 satraps, the word 

was out in Medo-Persia—“Dirt on Daniel—help us out.” But the search was in 

vain. Daniel’s integrity was impeccable. His attitude was that he was faithful and 
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there was no negligence or corruption to be found in him. He was faithful at his 

job. His life was characterized by personal purity. There was no ground for 

accusation or impeachment of this superb viceroy. Then it occurred to them. This 

man has a consistent walk with God. Maybe there is a trap in that fact. They 

plotted and schemed. How could they get this tactful, respectful and reasonable 

man who was newly promoted killed? The fine tooth comb didn’t find a trace of 

any spiritual lice. There was no sloth or laziness, no drinking habits, no stories in 

the National Medo-Persian Inquirer. No talent scout or headhunter could find a 

dozen Daniels today. There was no dark side of the moon for Daniel. But these 

enemies knew King Darius. They would bait the king’s pride with falsehood, 

flattery, and vanity. Darius fell for the manipulative plot against his favorite man in 

the world. Knowing Daniel, they knew what they could catch him at doing—being 

faithful to God, praying and thanking the Lord. The plot thickened and they urged 

the king to sign their document—notice verses 6-8 as the trap was sprung.  

 

Verses 6-8 read, “Then these presidents and satraps came by agreement to the king 

and said to him, “O King Darius, live forever! All the presidents of the kingdom, 

the prefects and the satraps, the counselors and the governors are agreed that the 

king should establish an ordinance and enforce an injunction, that whoever makes 

petition to any god or man for thirty days, except to you, O king, shall be cast into 

the den of lions. Now, O king, establish the injunction and sign the document, so 

that it cannot be changed, according to the law of the Medes and the 

Persians, which cannot be revoked.” This was a conspiracy. I know what a 

conspiracy is. I have faced a few of them in ministry over these last 49 years. 

That’s how the enemy works, seldom in the light. He works in darkness, in secret, 

behind closed doors. He works underhandedly, slanderously, behind our back, 

against us personally, and he sets us up with lies. Notice the lie in v. 7. “All of us 

got together, right? Wrong! No one spoke to the king’s right-hand man. Now when 

Daniel knew the document was signed, what did he do? He went home to his upper 

chamber, where his windows were opened toward Jerusalem. There as normal, he 

continued to kneel an pray three times a day, which now was against the law of the 

Medes and the Persians, which could not be altered. He knew his actions were now 

illegal. He could have said, “It’s only for 30 days, and 90 prayers later, I’ll start up 

again. Like clockwork, Daniel neither flaunted his prayers nor tried to hide them. 

He just consistently knelt, prayed and thanked God—knowing each time he 

prayed, he was just one prayer of thanksgiving away from death. So what would he 

give thanks for? God had allowed him to be kidnapped, deported to Babylon, made 

a eunuch, which was not his hope growing up, and now he was about to become 

food for a den of hungry lions. His prayers were not prayers of vengeance on his 

conspirators, just thanksgiving from the king’s top administrator of his mighty 

nation. His thanksgiving could not be torn away from him to God by the death 
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threat and certain death he faced by the teeth of roaring lions. So there is Daniel in 

his Medo-Persian home praying his thanks to God for His abundant faithfulness. 

Beloved, on the job, do you, do I, do any of us have conspirators after our hide. If 

so, are we still thankful? Thirdly and lastly,  

 

GIVE THANKS WHEN YOUR EXPECTATIONS FROM PEOPLE AND 

EVEN GOD SEEM SHATTERED. (III.) Ruined expectations have a way of 

making most of us bitter. Our children at home ignore us, disobey us, and our 

grown children hate us, disobey us, disrespect us and separate from us. Our parents 

don’t understand us. Our employers won’t treat us fairly. Our fellow-workers don’t 

give us respect in our position. How was Daniel let down? (1) First he was let 

down by his co-workers and those under his charge. Notice v. 11-13. “Then these 

men came by agreement and found Daniel making petition and plea before his 

God. Then they came near and said before the king, concerning the injunction, “O 

king! Did you not sign an injunction, that anyone who makes petition to any god or 

man within thirty days except to you, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions?” 

The king answered and said, “The thing stands fast, according to the law of the 

Medes and Persians, which cannot be revoked.” Then they answered and said 

before the king, “Daniel, who is one of the exiles from Judah, pays no attention to 

you, O king, or the injunction you have signed, but makes his petition three times a 

day.” Beloved, we seldom get what we deserve from others. People can be so 

fickle—one moment you are their mentor and the next moment, they pull you 

down, crucify you with lies and leave you high and dry. Crushed expectations? Oh 

yes! But as they gloat and eaves-drop, Daniel keeps on giving thanks. (2) 

Secondly, Daniel was let down by the king himself. Notice v. 14-18—Read it. 

Darius appeared to feel bad but would he break his own law? No, he would say 

mighty words of faith for Daniel and his God, but he wouldn’t lift a finger to help 

Daniel. What did Daniel do when his friend appeared to forsake him? He gave 

thanks! (3) Thirdly, Daniel appeared to be forgotten by the Lord Himself, after all 

his faithfulness to God. God apparently was going to let him be not sawn asunder 

like Isaiah, but ripped apart by lions. Regardless of Darius signing the law, v. 9, 

God allowed Darius to have Daniel thrown to the lions. Yet what was Daniel’s 

response in the face of God’s supposed betrayal? Verse 10. He gave thanks! God 

never abandons any of us. Be thankful. Even if we are to die, God just takes us 

Home to His everlasting arms. Yet, don’t forget that if we are constantly giving 

thanks, serving God and believing in Him alone, there may yet be a miracle ahead. 

Let’s finish this awesome Thanksgiving story. Notice with me v. 19-28. Dear Lord, 

open our eyes. Make us all truly thankful, regardless of the circumstances. Amen. 


