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If you would this morning, open your Bibles to the New Testament book of Hebrews 1:1. 
You know, I go through Psalms and I take a break from time to time and the Lord has 
laid it on my heart just to start in Hebrews and we're just going to go back and forth being 
Hebrews and Psalms and I want you to understand this morning, I want to do more 
teaching in Hebrews than I do preaching, yes, even on Sunday morning. I'm going to try 
to stay calm and not get too excited and not get too fired up because this is probably one 
of the most forsaken books in the New Testament because it is often misunderstood and I 
want to teach this in a way to where after 12 weeks of this you can walk out of here with 
a good solid foundation of the book of Hebrews. Without a proper understanding of the 
Old Testament and the purpose of God's redemption, how he raised up the Jews, how he 
dealt with the Jews, how he brought up Christ, how Christ accomplished the law and 
fulfilled the law, you will not be able to understand the book of Hebrews at all. So you 
must have a good working knowledge of the Old Testament to understand this book.

The key to understanding Hebrews, three things, let's just all try to remember this today. 
If you hear nothing else, if you learn nothing else from me this morning, try to remember 
these three things when you walk out of here: when it was written; to whom it was 
written; and why it was written. When was it written, well, it was written in the first 
century AD, sometimes before 99 AD. You say, "How do we know this, Brother Doug?" 
Well, let me break this down for you, this is very simple: first of all, we don't know who 
the author is, right? We have no idea. We know that it's divine, it's given by inspiration, 
it's God-breathed, so let's not debate or argue over who wrote the book, we know that it's 
God-breathed. But we know that this book is written sometime in the first century. I was 
wanting to say 32-36 AD On up to 99 AD, so sometime in that 60 year span. How do we 
know this? Because Clement of Rome who wrote in the late 90s AD who was one of the 
early church fathers, he referenced the book of Hebrews so we know it had to be before 
99 AD

Number 2: we know it had to be before 70 AD because 70 AD was the destruction of the 
temple. They did away with the sacrifices, but yet the sacrifices are talked about regularly 
in the book of Hebrews saying, "Don't go back to that. Don't go back to that." So we 
know it had to be before 70 AD so now that puts us in the 60s. We know that Nero 
Caesar committed suicide in 67 AD and there was a three year siege of Jerusalem where 
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the city was literally surrounded by Tiberius and the Roman Empire, the Roman Army. 
For three years they sieged Jerusalem before they burned it to the ground and destroyed 
the temple, but yet there's no mention of the siege. They were free to go back to 
Jerusalem to offer sacrifices so we know that the book had to be written before 67 AD. 
So let's just put it in the mid-60s, can everybody agree to that?

So I want you to imagine this book was written within 30 years of the death, the burial, 
and the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Christ died in the mid-30s, this book had to have 
been written in the mid-60s, so whoever wrote this book had apostolic authority; they 
knew exactly what they were talking about and they were steeped in Jewish law and 
Jewish tradition. So that's when it was written. Remember that. That will be on the test, 
alright?

To whom was it written? To whom it was written, it was written to Hellenistic Greek 
converted Jews that had been won to Christ. In other words, these were Greeks who had 
converted to Judaism and then now they had been saved by the grace of God. They were 
under severe persecution. 

But why was it written? Nero Caesar ruled and reigned until 67-68 AD just before the 
siege of Jerusalem started and Nero Caesar persecuted Christians. Folks, we haven't seen 
persecution on the level that Nero persecuted Christians. You say, "Oh, it's bad, Brother 
Doug." But do you know what? It's not as bad as it was then. People say, "Oh, we're just 
as bad off." No, folks, let me tell you, you might not believe this, let me just share this 
with you. Did you know it was worse in the days of Noah than it is right now? Regardless 
of what you think, it was worse in the days of Noah than it is right now. We haven't seen 
bad yet. We haven't seen bad yet. We haven't seen persecution yet, okay?

Why was it written? These Jews were converts and they were under severe pressure, 
severe persecution, but do you realize that when a Jew gets saved, when a Hebrew gets 
saved and receives Christ, do you know what their family does to them? It's almost like 
when you're raised in a freewill Baptist family and you go back and you tell them that 
God is sovereign, you're ostracized. You're exiled. They don't want to have anything to 
do with you. They don't want to have a thing in the world to do with you. Imagine being a 
Jew and you have been granted liberty under the Roman government to worship Jehovah 
God, you have freedom, and then imagine all of a sudden you get won to Christ and now 
you're being persecuted. "Why, the old religion never persecuted me, but the new religion 
persecutes me. They want me dead and, oh, besides all that, my family now doesn't want 
to have anything to do with me. My family doesn't love me anymore. They won't talk to 
me. They've unfriended me on Facebook." Imagine that.

So what happens? Well, these old Pharisees and these old Sanhedrins and these old 
Sadducees, they go out and they talk to these young Christian converts and do you know 
what they say? They put pressure on them to say, "Come on back. Do you remember how 
it was? Do you remember how it used to be when you could go into the temple and 
worship and everybody liked you and you wore your robe and everything was nice and 
you brought your sacrifice? Do you remember that? You brought your sacrifice, you 
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weren't under any persecution? Nobody bothered you, nobody messed with you? But 
look at what you're going through now. You're being persecuted." 

So that's the when, the whom, and the why. If you remember those three things on every 
passage of Scripture in the book of Hebrews, you will have a great understanding and a 
much better understanding of this book. When it was written, in a time of severe 
persecution; in a time of severe pressure. To whom it was written, Hellenistic converted 
Jews who had been won to Christ. And let me tell you what: not everybody in the church 
house is saved. Do you know that? Not everybody that has their name on that church 
ledger back there is a born again child of God, so take that into consideration and know 
this: not everybody that was assembled in this congregation here that this letter went to, 
was a born again child of God. Why was it written? Persecution and pressure.

Now, keep all this in mind. Let's read the first chapter. Hebrews 1. I've got a knock on the 
door and Mom tells me to turn off the tv, dad runs and hides in the closet, why? What's 
going on? It's Jehovah's Witnesses. No, it's not, it's the Pharisees. They're coming back 
over to try to knock on the door. Why? They want to persuade us to come down to the 
synagogue. "Come on back. Come on back, Brother Bill. Do you remember how it used 
to be? Nobody bothered you. Come on back, T. Tom. We've got the prophets, we've got 
the sacrifice, we've got the angels, we've got all this, come on back." Let me ask you 
something, keep this in mind now before we read this text; this is the key to the book of 
Hebrews, this is the key right here: if I, oh, I’m going to get in trouble this morning. I 
don't care, I’m going to let her rip. If I am a Jew and I’m offering sacrifices and I believe 
that that right there is good for one year and I’m trusting in that sacrifice, and I honor the 
Sabbath, and I do my best to keep the law, and I do all these things, and I do the whole 
ritual once a week and I go back to the temple and offer that sacrifice too. That one I do 
once a year on the Day of Atonement that the high priest does for me, that's only the one's 
that I missed. But I’m trusting in those sacrifices and I’m won to Christ and I profess him 
with my mouth, I confess him as Lord, the death, the burial, and the resurrection, and I’m 
trusting in him, but then the severe persecution starts and then the severe pressure starts 
and after about six months or a year or even three years or even like Judas, 3 ½ years, I 
turn around and go back in the other direction and I go back to the old sacrifices, what 
have I said about the blood of Christ? What have I said about the blood of Jesus Christ? I 
have made a public profession that I do not believe it was sufficient, I must go back to the 
sacrifices.

Well now, let me ask you something: will a true, knowing what you know about election, 
knowing what you know about his chosen, being chosen in him from the foundation of 
the world unto good works which shall remain, that you should walk in them, knowing 
all of that, applying that doctrine to what's going on in Hebrews, the people who do that, 
were they genuine? That couldn't have been if they totally denied the blood of Christ. Do 
you realize they denied what they claimed had bought them, but they had never been 
bought. They had been persuaded to go back and that's exactly what they did, and the 
writer of Hebrews is trying to build a case here and he's trying to say, "What is there to 
go back to once you've tasted of the honey bread of heaven? Once you've felt the warm 
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breath of God? Once you have been filled and regenerated by God's Holy Spirit and you 
have Christ living in you?" 

My friend, there is nothing to go back to. You won't want to go back. You won't have a 
desire to go back. Why? Because all those born of God will be taught of God. Like I told 
Brother Adam and a few others, and I even put it on a Facebook post, about some people 
having problems with certain doctrines. Bless God, once you've eaten from the Master's 
table, you will not be satisfied with the world's dumpster. You won't want to go back. 
Once you've been exposed to correct doctrine, come on, listen to me now, once you've 
been exposed to correct doctrine and the right teachings from the word of God, you won't 
go back to the filth of the world because you'll know every wind of false doctrine when 
you hear it and you'll say, "Do you know what? That just don't add up." 

What is there to go back to? Hebrews 1:1, God is about to reveal. God has been revealing 
himself all down through history through revelation, the manifold wisdom of God has 
been revealed through revelation. He did it all the way, he started all the way back in the 
Garden of Eden and he began to give Adam and Eve revelation. He gave Adam 
revelation, told Adam to tell his wife and Adam told his wife. Do you realize that? God 
didn't tell Eve not to eat of the tree, God told Adam, and then God created Eve. God had 
already put Adam in the Garden; he had already named the animals. God already told 
Adam, "Don't you eat of that tree over there, big boy. I'll wear you out because in the day 
that thou do, thou shalt," what? "Surely die. Thou shalt surely die." Then God brought all 
the animals in and Adam named them and do you know what? That was a literal 24 hour 
day too, Brother Adam, because there wasn't very many back then. They didn't have all 
this cross-breeding; didn't have 27,000 different kinds of feline house cats, bless God, 
they only had two, male and female. That's the way it should have stayed too, them old 
things, alright?

But anyway, anyway, God reveals revelation and then he continues to reveal revelation 
throughout the Scriptures, but his ultimate revelation is revealed in whom? Who? Come 
on. Jesus Christ is the ultimate fulfillment of God's revelation, and let me tell you what, 
I’m just going to say it, alright? And if I flip your boat, then just get out and swim. God is 
not revealing any new revelation in our current dispensation because what we have now 
is a more sure word of prophecy. But, bless God, that revelation that he has revealed 
through and by his Son, is coming back and unless you're in him, when he comes back, 
there is nothing to go back to. Why would anybody even think that there's anything better 
to get into God? You want to be in a rotten relationship with God like the one Facebook 
post, I said, "You've got to come through Christ." And there's only one way to come to 
Christ and that's by the power of the regenerating work of God the Holy Spirit and you do 
that through what? How can we win people to Christ? By making them feel good about 
themselves? By making them know that it's their better life now? By here, read this 
pamphlet, say this prayer or repeat these three things or follow after me? Bless God, they 
need the Gospel. They need to be made to know that they're lost and undone without 
Christ. They need to be made known that they're depraved and wicked and vile. And once 
they've been made to know that, oh, bless God, the work of God begins to wrought in 
their life. The Holy Spirit breathes upon them and that man's spirit is made alive, 

Page 4 of 12



quickened in Christ Jesus, by grace ye are saved. And once that happens, ain't nary one of 
them ever going to go back. 

They can't. They can't. If they did, then Jesus told us a fib because he said, "You have not 
chosen me, but I have chosen you, and I have ordained you that you go forth and bring 
forth fruit and that your fruit should remain. All that the Father hath given me will come 
to me and he that cometh unto me, I will in no wise cast him out. This is my Father's will 
which hath sent me, that of all he hath given me, I should lose nothing, but that I should 
raise him up again at the last day." There is nothing, nothing to go back to because Christ 
is superior. Christ is preeminent, and God shows us right here. 

"1 God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto 
the fathers by the prophets, 2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his 
Son. 

You notice the word "his" is there, is in italics? That original translation says, "by his 
Son's, sonness." Imagine, he's qualified because he's the Son of God, but he's qualified 
because he's a high priest after the order of Melchizedek. Oh, but he's qualified because 
he lived the sinless, vicarious, perfect life and he took sin out of the way. But God has 
spoken to us in these last times by his Sonness, the Lord Jesus Christ, the ultimate 
revealing of divine revelation, 

whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the 
worlds; 3 Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of 
his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he 
had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty 
on high; 4 Being made [notice, being made] so much better than the 
angels, as he hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than 
they. 5 For unto which of the angels said he at any time, Thou art my Son, 
this day have I begotten thee? And again, I will be to him a Father, and he 
shall be to me a Son? 6 And again, when he bringeth in the firstbegotten 
into the world, he saith, And let all the angels of God worship him. 7 And 
of the angels he saith, Who maketh his angels spirits, and his ministers a 
flame of fire. 8 But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever 
and ever: a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom. 9 Thou 
hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God, even thy God, 
hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows. 

That's fellow man, now, by the way, when he made himself a man. Verse 10,

10 And, Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation of the earth; 
and the heavens are the works of thine hands: 11 They shall perish; but 
thou remainest; and they all shall wax old as doth a garment; 12 And as a 
vesture shalt thou fold them up, and they shall be changed: but thou art the 
same, and thy years shall not fail. 13 But to which of the angels said he at 
any time, Sit on my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool? 
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14 Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who 
shall be [I like that, future tense] heirs of salvation? 

Two things in this book right here in the first chapter of the book of Hebrews. Oh, here 
they come, the Jehovah's Witnesses, literally they are the Jehovah's Witnesses. Here 
come the Jews knocking on the door, "Come on back. Don't you remember the way it 
was with Moses? Don't you remember the way it was with the prophets? Don't you 
remember how God spoke to the prophets through and by angels? Don't you remember 
all of these things? Don't you remember the sacrifices in the temple? Come on back. 
Would you come on back to the way it used to be?" We've got a household and we've 
got, do you know what? We've got five in the house and three of them say, "Yeah. Do 
you know what? That sounds pretty good. I think I’ll go back to that." No persecution. 
No pressure from the Sanhedrin. No pressure from the Pharisees. No persecution from 
the Romans. "I think I’ll go back to that."

But there are two in that house that says, "No. There's nothing to go back to." Jesus said, 
"For judgment I have come into this world, for those that see might be made blind, and 
those that are blind might be made to see." He said in Luke 12, he said, "You think it's for 
peace that I have come? But I tell you, nay rather to cause division, to stir up a fire 
because five shall be in one house and three shall turn against two and two shall turn 
against three." Why? Because that's what the work of the Gospel and the work of God's 
grace does, it makes you different than what you were before and you will know and you 
will realize that there's nothing to go back to. 

Not even the prophets, "who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past 
unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom 
he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds." Who do we think 
of, just randomly, anybody, just holler it out, just holler out the first thing that comes to 
your mind. If I say "prophet," who is the first one you think of? Isaiah, anybody else? 
Who? Samuel. Do you know who I think of? I don't know why, maybe I’m just odd, 
different, I think of Moses. Moses. I think of Moses, the prophet, alright? And does not 
the Gospel of John 1 say, "For the law came by," who? The law came by who? "Moses." 
Come on, y'all better wake up this morning or I promise I’ll preach three hours. Okay, the 
law came by Moses but grace and truth came by who? Jesus Christ, our Lord. Do you see 
what the writer here is immediately trying to build a case for? You're saying, "Go back to 
Moses." You're saying, "Go back to the prophets." You're saying, "Go back to the law," 
but did you know that the law came by Moses but, bless God, grace and truth came by 
Jesus Christ. 

And, oh, by the way, let me tell you a little something more about this one called Jesus; 
this one who you profess to know. "And he hath appointed him heir of all things, by 
whom also he made the worlds." Do you realize that this morning, that Christ is the 
Creator? Jesus Christ is the one who spoke all of this into existence? You say, "Brother 
Doug, I don't believe that for one second. Why, it was God the Father that done all this." 
Well, let's just go back to the Gospel of John. You don't have to turn there. I'm going to 
read this for you right quick and then I’m going to go over to Colossians. Listen to this, 
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"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  
The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without him 
was not any thing made that was made." Who are we talking about? Are we talking about 
God or Jesus here? We're talking about the definite article, the Word, and the letter "W" 
in "Word" is capitalized. Now, who is the Word of God? It is Jesus Christ. 

I tried to tell a preacher several, several years ago, I tried to tell him, I said, "Who was 
that speaking to Moses out of the burning bush?" That was God. I said, "Which one, 
Father, Son or Holy Ghost?" He said, "Well, that was the Father." I said, "Are you sure?" 
He said, "Well, yeah, I’m sure." I said, "What did he say his name was?" He said, "I 
Am." I said, "What did Jesus call himself?" He said, "I am." Bless God, what did he say 
there in John 8:58? "Before Abraham was." "Well, wait a minute, Abraham was before 
Moses so you mean to tell me Jesus went all the way...?" Yes, sir. All things were made 
by him and without him was not anything made that was made. 

And what does Colossians tell us? He is all the fullness of the Godhead bodily and it 
pleased the Father that in him should all the fullness dwell. He created all things and by 
him all things consist, not exist, but they, what is that word? They consist by him by all 
things, meaning the Greek terminology means they're being held together. Held together 
by what? His spoken word. That's how powerful his word is. That's how powerful Christ 
is. And once you've received that, what's there to go back to once you've been made to 
know that? 

They come to him in the Garden of Gethsemane after Judas went up to him and slapped 
the old kiss of betrayal on him and Jesus said, "Whom seek ye?" They said, "We seek 
Jesus of Nazareth." If you'll notice in your Bible, it says, "I am he," but "he" is in italics 
meaning it was not in the original manuscript; it's been added. So what came out of the 
mouth of Jesus in the Aramaic tongue when he was speaking to those temple guards and 
Judas? He said, "I am." And what happened to every one of those guards? They fell 
backwards, every one of them fell to the ground. You see how powerful that was. That's 
just two little words, "I am."

Oh, "by whom also he made the worlds. Who is the express brightness of his glory, the 
express image of his person." Now, the "who" there is Christ, but the "his" which has 
been added is the Godhead. Christ is the brightness of glory and the express image of his, 
being the Father, the Godhead's person.

"And upholding all things by the word." His spoken word is holding all this together. 
Boy, that's better than Gorilla Glue. That's better than that old 100 mile an hour duct tape 
that the army used to issue out. You can't beat that. Imagine the entire universe, Jupiter, 
Saturn, Neptune, Pluto, the whole Milky Way galaxy and that's just one galaxy among 
billions in our universe, all of this is being held together by the spoken word. Do you 
realize that our earth is tilted? I don't know exactly what it is, like 7.25 degrees on a tilted 
axis? And they said that if our earth was to move .3 of a degree, the polar ice caps would 
melt and it would flood the entire planet. Boy, who's keeping all that held together? Is 
that evolution? Is that by luck? Is that by chance? No, bless God, that was by intelligent 
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design, that before Abraham was, he is. He is "I Am." He made all these things and all 
these things are being held together by his spoken word. Once you come to know him, 
once you have been brought into a relationship with him, what is there to go back to?

And, oh, there's more, "upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by 
himself," it wasn't through the blood of goats or bulls or turtledoves, it wasn't through any 
of that, it was by the blood of himself. What did he do? He "purged our sins and then he 
sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high."

Turn to 1 Peter. Keep your place marked right there in Hebrews. I want to show you this 
right here in 1 Peter 1:18. Once you've been made to know this, once you've been made 
to realize this and you have a full understanding of this, you will know deep down in your 
heart that there is absolutely nothing to go back to. Verse 18, "Forasmuch as ye know that 
ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain 
conversation received by tradition from your fathers;" semicolon, "But with the precious 
blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:" "Colon, you've got to 
keep reading, Preacher." Well, come on, let's go. "Who verily was foreordained before 
the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you," "Comma, got 
to keep on reading." Well, let's go. "Who by him do believe in God, that raised him up 
from the dead, and gave him glory; that your faith and hope might be in God." There's 
nothing to go back to. He is all the fullness. He has done away with the sacrifices. He has 
done away with the bullock, with the goats, with the lambs, with the turtledoves. He 
himself purged our sins and then sat down at the right hand of Majesty on high and now 
sits there making intercessions, for whosoever is athirst, let him come and take of the 
water of life freely. Bless God.

There was a time in his life when he had to put off that glory in heaven and what did he 
do? Look at verse 4, he had to come because he had a job to do. "Being made so much 
better than the angels," that's what he's done now. Do you realize that? By his finished 
work he has been exalted above everything. He said, "For this cause the Father loved me, 
that I lay down my life for the sheep. I have power to lay it down. I have power to take it 
up again." By his witness, by his life, by his testimony, by his death, by his burial, by his 
resurrection, by his sinless, vicarious life. Him as the suffering servant, as our substitute 
on the cross. He was made better than the angels. Made better, that's right.

Turn to Philippians 2. That doesn't mean he was created now. You can't create the 
Creator. I'm going to explain this, just bear with me. Philippians 2, right here is where he 
was made better than the angels, but let's go up to verse 5 first. Philippians 2:5, "Let this 
mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of God, thought 
it not robbery to be equal with God." But do you know what he did? He put that off. He 
emptied himself literally. Emptied himself. He put that off, "But made himself," made 
himself, "of no reputation." Why? He had to come as a man because God can't die. What 
God demands, God provides through and by himself. He made himself a man so he could 
be the substitute, because the only righteousness, the only thing that can bring you into 
good standing with God is the righteousness of God. He even told his disciples and the 
publicans in the crowd there, he said, "Unless your righteousness exceeds that of the 
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Pharisees, you shall in no wise enter into the kingdom of God. Do you realize it doesn't 
matter how good you are this morning? If your righteousness is not that of Jesus Christ, 
you will in no wise enter into the kingdom of God. You say, "Preacher, how do I get this 
righteousness?" Trust and obey for there is no other way. You say, "What is it?" It's 
believing and repenting on the Lord Jesus Christ.

"But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was 
made," there it is, "made" again, "in the likeness of men." The perfect God-man. He was 
still 100% God but at the same time he was 100% man. You say, "Explain it." I can't. 
You say, "Well, then why if you can't explain it and understand it, then why do you 
believe it?" Because God's word says it, that's why. Let's not leave this open for 
ambiguity, open to multiple interpretations. It's one interpretation and that's the way God 
said it.

"And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross." The death of the cross. That's what he did. That's the 
Gospel. 

But, oh, there's more to it than just the death, burial, and the resurrection because you've 
got to know why he came. You've got to know why he came. You see, he came for me. 
Do you know why? Because I was a debtor. I was a depraved wretch. I had a debt and I 
could not pay it but, bless God, he paid it for me. Now that he's done all that, he said, 
"For this cause my Father loved me, that I lay down my life for the sheep. I have power 
to lay it down and I have power to take it up again. For this cause my Father loved me," 
not as the Son of God, but as the high priest, as the sacrifice. And now what has God 
done to that high priest? Now what has God done to the sacrifice? Now what has God the 
Father done to the substitute? He's made him better than the angels now.

Verse 9, "Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is 
above every name: That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, 
and things in earth, and things under the earth." You can't run from him. You can't run 
from him. You can try. You can try to run but you can't hide. He knows where you are, 
even under the earth. The Bible said that the demons in hell shake and fear and tremble. 
Do you know why? Because they believe. You rare back this morning and you say, 
"Well, I believe, Preacher." Well, let me ask you: what's the difference in your belief and 
their belief because they believe and they're in hell right now? What's the difference in 
your belief this morning and the demons that are in hell right now? I'm going to tell you 
what: they believe more than you believe because they fear and they tremble because 
they've seen him in all of his glory.

That everything will bow, "And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord." Lord. That word is "Kyrios." To the glory of God the Father." In order for him to 
be Savior of your life, he must be Lord of your life. He must be Kyrios which means, 
what does that mean, Brother Doug? It means Sovereign, King, Master. He must be the 
master of your life and once he has been made the Master of your life and you've stepped 
out with the effectual saving faith in him and him alone and you have turned to God from 
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your sin in saving faith and in repentance, you will be made to know that there's nothing 
to go back to because he is the Creator, he is the Sovereign, he is the glory, he is the 
Savior, he is the Redeemer, he is the Lord. He is made so much better than the angels.

"For unto which of the angels said he at any time," which of these angels did God ever 
say at any time, "Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee? And again, I will be to 
him a Father, and he shall be to me a Son?" Oh my, do you realize that? That's why, 
listen to me, do you know why I’m a son of God this morning? If you're born in him, 
you're sons and daughters too, but you need to understand something. Adam was a son of 
God. Abraham was a son of God. King David was referred to as a son of God. Oh, but 
I’m not the only begotten. There's only one and he is better than the prophets, and he's 
better than all the angels. The angels are even considered what? Sons of God. In the 
creative sense, God created them for his purpose and for his pleasure but at no time, at no 
time, has he ever said to any of us or to any of them, "Thou art my Son, this day I have 
begotten thee." At no time.

Look down in verse 13, has he said to any of the angels, "But to which of the angels said 
he at any time, Sit on my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool?" At no 
time, not to Lucifer; not to Michael; not to Gabriel; no, not to me and not to you, but only 
to one, the Lord Jesus Christ. And once you've been made to know that, he's better than 
the prophets, oh, he is the Creator of all of creation and he's better than all of the angels, 
you will know that there's nothing to go back to. Once you've been made to know that he 
himself came in the likeness of us. Imagine that. We looked like him before he looked 
like him. He was in glory. He was in all of his fullness. He had to empty himself, being 
found fashioned as a man.

He emptied himself and what did he put on? This flesh. Oh, but thank God, listen, if 
you've got one of those versions of Bibles that takes out the virginity of Mary, throw it in 
the garbage. Throw it in the garbage because I’m going to tell you right now the only way 
that he could have purged our sins himself and been the sinless vicarious substitute to 
take sin out of the way, is if he would have been born without a sin nature. He was still 
the perfect God-man. He was born of a virgin, but the seed was from God, the Holy 
Ghost, the Holy Spirit of God, therefore when he came out of the mother's wombs, he 
was the perfect God baby, that grew up to be the perfect God boy, that grew up to be the 
perfect God man. And he said, "For this cause, my Father loves me, that I lay down my 
life for the sheep. I have power to lay it down and I have power to take it up again." And 
let me tell you what, I don't care who you are, where you're from, or what church you've 
been brought up in, once you've been made to know that by the Spirit of a sovereign God, 
your heart, your soul, your spirit, your very essence, your very being, will be changed and 
you will know beyond a shadow of a doubt that there's nothing to go back to. 

Nothing to go back to. Why? Because at no time has he said to any of them, "Sit on my 
right hand until I make thine enemies thy footstool. Are they not all ministering spirits, 
sent forth to minister for them who shall be," future tense. What did Paul, what did the 
Lord tell Paul this morning in the Sunday school lesson? Well, he didn't tell him this 
morning, he told him 2,000 years ago, but we discussed it this morning in the Sunday 
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school lesson. He said, "Paul, have no fear. Speak boldly at Corinth and don't hold back." 
Paul just got there, why, just a handful of people had just been saved so far. He said, 
"Speak boldly and don't hold back." Do you know why? Because God said, "I have many 
people in this city." Well, they hadn't been saved yet, oh, but God knew exactly. Why? 
Because the Bible said over in Acts 13:48, "And as many as heard the word rejoiced and 
as many as were ordained unto eternal life," what did they do? "They believed." 

There is nothing to go back to. Not the prophets. Not creation because he is the Creator. 
Not the sacrifices because he himself purged our sins with his own blood. Not even 
angels or icons or ornaments or church practices or nothing. Nothing. And once you've 
been made to know him, you'll know that.

I want to close with one verse. 2 Corinthians 5. No, it's not verse 21 because you have 
received the Gospel already this morning. The Gospel has been preached already whether 
you realize it or not. The death, burial, and resurrection, him purging our sins with his 
precious blood, and now rose from the dead, appeased the holy just wrath of a sovereign 
God. For this my Father loved me, that I lay down my life for the sheep. I have power to 
lay it down and I have power to take it up again, and now where's he at? He's made better 
than the angels and he now sits at the right hand of Majesty on high in all of his glory, 
making intercessions for us. You know this. 

Uh-oh, here they come, the Jehovah's Witnesses, the Jewish people, knocking on the 
doors of these Hebrew people that are getting this letter and what are they saying? 
They're saying, "Come on back. Come on back to the sacrifices. Come on back to the 
way it was. Remember how it used to be? You'd just come to church, jumped up and 
testified and just rare back and say, 'I'm working to make heaven my home,' and nobody 
bothered you. Nobody persecuted you. You were in the majority then, now you're in the 
minority. You've got pressure. You've got persecution. Come on back. Come on back." 
Oh, imagine what that does if you do go back. Imagine what that says about what you 
believed in the finished work of Christ. If you walk into that temple and you offer that 
sacrifice, do you know what you've done? You've said that the blood of Jesus was not 
good enough, I didn't believe it to start with because I went back.

2 Corinthians 5:17. We'll say this and hush. "Therefore," you remember that word. You 
remember that word next week when we go to Hebrews 2. "Therefore," because, Brother 
John, that "therefore" is there for a reason. It connects something to something. Let me 
just read verse 14 for you, "For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, 
that if one died for all, then were all dead: And that he died for all, that they which live 
should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him which died for them, and rose 
again. Wherefore," there's a wherefore, that connects that, "Wherefore henceforth know 
we no man after the flesh: yea, though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now 
henceforth know we him no more." Why? It's that Spirit that makes that connection, isn't 
it? Knowing all that, what does he say? What does the writer, Paul, say here? He said, 
"Therefore," if you know him no more in the flesh but you know him throughand by the 
Spirit, "Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature." You know, the actual 
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manuscript, do you know what word is used there? Creation. Why? Because he's born 
from above. 

He's a new creation. I'm going to explain this for you and then I’m going to hush. "Old 
things are passed away; behold, all things have become new." Did I read that right? "All 
things have become new." What's the difference in "are" and "have"? "Have" means it 
was past tense, it was a one-time event. "Are" means it happened at one time but it's 
continuing to happen. Even in the original Greek manuscript, the word "are," first of all, 
the word "have" in the Greek is an aorist tense verb. You say, "What does that mean, 
Preacher?" That means it happened one time. Beep, that's it. One time in history. One 
point in time it occurred, okay? If I say Adam ran to the store, which is very unlikely, but 
I say that anyway. Adam ran to the store, that's an aorist tense verb. Do you know what 
that means? That means it happened one time and when I read that, Adam's not still 
running. He ran one time and when he got to the store, "What did you do, Adam? You 
stopped, didn't you? You didn't run no more." Adam said, "I bought me a pop." No, he 
ran. Have, Adam ran or Adam has run one time. But now, let's say I say this, "Adam is 
running to the store." Present tense. You know, that's almost the exact same analogy right 
there for that word "are" in the original Greek. It's a present perfect tense. It means at one 
point in time it happened, but listen to me, hello? The phone's ringing. That's right. "Are 
become new." That means it happened in one time, a point in time, and it's continuing to 
happen. And I’m going to tell you what: anybody that's experienced 2 Corinthians 5:17 
will not go back because it violates the Scripture and it violates Greek grammar. That's 
supposed to be funny, y'all. I'm done. You see, you'll say amen to that.

Folks, let me tell you what: what Christ does, he does right. All of these people that walks 
the aisle and makes a profession of faith and six months later what do they do? They go 
back. They go back. What is the writer saying here to the Hebrews? There is nothing to 
go back to, and if you've truly been made to know this, you won't go back. You won't go 
back. Why? Because "if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature, old things are passed 
away; behold, all things are become new." That means it's continuing. Do you know 
what? You're more sanctified today than you were yesterday if you're in Christ. You're 
more holy today than you were last month if you're in Christ. Practically, you're more 
righteous today than you were last year if you're in Christ. And I’m going to say 
something: once you have been brought into Christ, you have been redeemed by the 
precious blood of the Lamb that fadeth not away. And the Apostle Paul said you are 
sealed until the day of redemption and you are kept by the power of God. You're made to 
know these things because all those born of God will be taught of God and you will know 
that there's nothing, nothing, not, listen to me, not sacrifices, not priests, not prophets, not 
a tabernacle, not a temple, not angels, not icons, not denomination, not religion, not even 
trusting in your works, you'll know there's nothing to go back to because Christ is better 
than all of that.

Let us bow our heads.
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