
Gospel of Mark Chapter 16B 
 
In last week’s teaching I made a statement that seemed to shock some of you.  

 I said that the Gospel of Mark actually ends in chapter 16 with verse 8. 
 
When I said that I could see by your faces, that some of you were thinking, “What are 
you talking about Willis?”  

 It is quite easy for me to see your facial expressions from this vantage point.     
Sometimes that’s a good thing, sometimes not so good. 

 
If you have your Bible with you pick it up and let’s take a look at Mark 16: 

 Immediately following Verse 8 in my Bible there is a Parentheses with the words: 
“Some of the earliest manuscripts do not include 16:9-20) 

 What does that mean?  I hope to answer that question for you today but first let me 
ask you a question: 

 
When you go into the Christian Book Store to pick out a New Bible have you ever 
stopped to consider where that Bible came from?  
Have you ever thought about the scholars and diligent scientists who labored many of 
them throughout their entire lives to assure the authenticity, the purity, the integrity of 
what we call “the Word of God?” 
 
When you go shopping for food do you read the labels? Are you careful with the things 
that you put in your mouth? 

 In the food Business we have the USDA to monitor the quality of the things that we 
eat. 

 Shouldn’t we be at least as careful with what we allow to fill our minds? 
 
When it comes to the Bible, there are textual critics who carefully study the ancient 
manuscripts to assure us of its accuracy and purity. 

 So that you don’t have to worry about what you are feeding your soul. 
 
I bring this up while we are here in Mark 16 because we have come upon the largest 
portion of Scripture that has been rejected by the textual critics. 

 Let me share an illustration that might help you understand and appreciate the 
science of textual criticism.  

 
It might help you understand how scholars can confidently reconstruct the Biblical text 
from existing manuscript copies even though the copies themselves have differences and 
are much newer than the original writings; what we call autograph copies.  
Let’s say that your Aunt Sally makes the most amazing sweet potato pie that everyone 
absolutely RAVES about. It is an old family recipe that was handed down from 
generation to generation for decades.  
One year Sally made a sample of her delectable dish for her friends in the Bridge club 
and they insisted that she share her recipe with them. 
 



Sally sat down with pen in hand and carefully wrote the instructions for her masterpiece 
in order to share it with her three bridge partners (Aunt Sally is still in the technological 
dark ages and she doesn’t own a photocopier) But she painstakingly makes sure that 
every word is copied perfectly from the original and hands them to her friends. 
 
They in turn each hand-write 10 more copies of Aunt Sally’s Recipe and give them to 
their family and friends.  
 
All was going well until one-day Aunt Sally's pet schnauzer ate the original copy of the 
recipe. Sally was beside herself. In a panic she contacted her three friends who also 
suffered similar mishaps.  
Their copies are gone as well, so the alarm went out to their friends in attempt to recover 
the original wording of the recipe. 
 
They finally round up all the surviving hand-written copies, twenty-six in all. When they 
spread them out on the kitchen table, they immediately notice some differences. 
Twenty-three of the copies are exactly the same. One has a misspelled word, one has two 
phrases inverted ("mix then chop" instead of "chop then mix") and one includes an 
ingredient that none of the others has on its list. 
 
Here is the critical question: Do you think Aunt Sally can accurately reconstruct her 
original recipe? Of course she could. The misspelled words can easily be corrected, the 
single inverted phrase can be repaired, and the extra ingredient can be ignored. 
 
Even with more numerous or more diverse variations, the original can still be 
reconstructed with a high level of confidence given the right textual evidence.  
The misspellings would be obvious errors, the inversions would stand out and easily be 
restored, and the conclusion drawn that it's more plausible that one word or sentence be 
accidentally added to a single copy than omitted from many copies. 
 
This is, in simplified form, how the science of textual criticism works. Textual critics are 
academics who reconstruct a missing original from existing manuscripts that are 
available to them even though they are generations removed from the original 
autograph.  
 
According to New Testament scholar F.F. Bruce, "Its object [is] to determine as exactly 
as possible from the available evidence the original words of the documents in 
question."  
 
The New Testament that we hold in our hands today is constructed from later copies of 
manuscripts dating as early as 120 AD and as late as 1200 AD. 
Actually there are more than 5,000 manuscripts ranging in size from that of a postage 
stamp to the complete manuscripts of the entire Bible.  
 
The most amazing find of all, is a small portion of the Gospel of John. This small piece of 
Chapter 18 was actually discovered in Egypt. 



 It is barely three inches square but it represents the earliest known copy of any 
part of the New Testament.  

 
The earliest scriptures were written on something called papyri and this particular piece 
is dated somewhere between. 117-138 AD.   

 This discovery tells us that the Gospel of John was circulated as far away as Egypt 
within 30 years of its composition. 

 As I said that was a very small piece, there are more complete manuscripts available. 
 
There are Greek and Latin manuscripts that make up virtually complete copies of the 
New Testament bound together in book form dating as far back as the 4th century. 

 Codex Sinaiticus, (The whole New Testament) which is presently owned by Brittan 
is dated  340 AD 

 The oldest full copy of the entire Bible is the Codex Vaticanus and it is dated all the 
way back to the year 325 AD.  

 By the way both of these ancient manuscripts end the Gospel of Mark with the 8th 
verse. 

SO you see there are a number of manuscripts for the textual critics to analyze in order 
to assure the purity of the Bible that we presently use. 
 
You may be old enough to remember the commercials for Ivory Soap which boasted that 
it was 99 and 44/100 % Pure.  (I always wondered “Pure what??”) 

 The science of textual criticism assures us, the Bible that we hold in our hands today 
(ESV, NASV) Are 99.5% pure when compared with the ancient manuscripts. 

 
It should be obvious to all of us that: The Holy Spirit who is the author of the Scriptures 
is also the preserver of the Scriptures. He supernaturally superintended the writing of 
the Word of God. 
2Pe 1:21  For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from 
God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.  

 He also supernaturally superintended the preservation of the Scriptures through 
committed scholars and scribes throughout the centuries. 

 
Let’s go back to Mark 16:  James Edwards in his excellent commentary of the Gospel of 
Mark calls verses 9 - 20 “An Early Christian Resurrection Mosaic.” 
 
What is a Mosaic? A mosaic is a picture or pattern that is produced by arranging small 
colored pieces of hard material, such as stone, tile, or glass. 

 What we have here in Mark 16 is a gathering of texts or excerpts of texts that were 
taken from other writers and added on to the end of Mark’s Gospel because they 
thought He left it up in the air. Verse 8 in the Greek actually ends with the word 
“FOR.” 

 Anyone who has taken English 101 knows you don’t end a sentence with a 
preposition. WHY did Mark end the way that he did??? 

 Some say that Mark was receiving his information from Peter and this is where Peter 
was crucified by Nero. 



 Some say that Mark’s original ending was somehow lost and well meaning scribes 
put a secondary ending on the book years later.  

 Obviously most of the information that is contained in Verses 9 -20  was pulled from 
the writings of Matthew, Luke and John.   

 
It may be that a few scribes got together and started picking things out of the other 
gospels as well as other New Testament books and putting them together to make a 
more acceptable ending.  

 Verse 9 is taken right out of Luke 8:1   Verse 10 is taken from John 20:18 

 Verse 12 is taken from Luke 24 , the road to Emmaus account.  

 Verse 13 is taken from Luke 24.   Verse 14 is taken from Luke 24:   

 Verse 15 is taken from Matthew 28: ,  Verse 16 is taken right out of John 20:  

 Verses 17 and 18, are questionable as to their origin. 
 
While it seems obvious that Mark did not write the final verses of the Gospel that bears 
his name, I don’t want to neglect the verses all together, so let’s take a few minutes and 
review them.  
 
As you look over these verses I would like you to see the theme that stands out, that is 
“Unbelief,” and how to address unbelief both in the church and in the world. 
 
FIVE times in FIVE verses the idea of UNBELIEF is clearly laid out for us. 

 Remember: Mark has just reported to us that Christ has risen from the dead. The 
women who went to the tomb were the first to hear the angelic announcement and 
they were the first to see the risen Savior. 

 Although Jesus had clearly told his disciples that he would rise from the dead on the 
third day, they DID NOT BELIEVE the testimony of the Women. 

 SO here in Verses 9-20 we have Christ addressing the heart of unbelief in the 
disciples and then using them to confront the world and its unbelief.   

TWO QUICK POINTS: 
A) The active work of Christ IN the church confronting unbelief. 
B) The sovereign work of Christ THROUGH the church confronting unbelief. 

The work of Christ IN the church confronting unbelief takes place in TWO WAYS. 
o The Revelation of God’s Word  
o The Rebuke of Christ.  

 
A) The Revelation of God’s Word 

Mark 16:9  Now when he rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to 
Mary Magdalene, from whom he had cast out seven demons. 10  She went and told 
those who had been with him, as they mourned and wept.  11  But when they heard that 
he was alive and had been seen by her, they would not believe it. 

 It is very hard for us to think beyond our fleshly, physical existence.  

 Jesus died!  That was a FACT.  Without his leadership the sheep of his flock were 
scattered. 

o BUT they would come to know that FAITH is the evidence of things that are 
not seen. 

http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Luke%208.1
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Luke%2024.13
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Luke%2024.36
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matthew%2028.19
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/John%2020.23


 In verses 12 - 13, 2 of the disciples were leaving the city and Jesus confronted them 
with the Word of God. 

 
12  After these things he appeared in another form to two of them, as they were walking 
into the country.  13  And they went back and told the rest, but they did not believe 
them. 

 This text refers to the two disciples who encountered the risen Christ on the road to 
Emmaus. Remember the story from Luke 24? 

 
It is resurrection Sunday and these two disciples (one named Cleopas) were traveling 
along the road when Jesus joins them in their journey. 

 Luke tells us that their eyes were kept from recognizing him.  

 In the course of normal conversation they freely, openly expressed their disbelief at 
the report of the Women who witnessed Christ’s resurrection. 

 And Jesus responded: 
 
Luke 24: 25  And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that 
the prophets have spoken!  26  Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these 
things and enter into his glory?”  27  And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he 
interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself. 

 The Word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to 
the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the 
thoughts and intentions of the heart.  (Heb 4:12)  

 We learn from Luke that the proclamation of the Word of God caused the disciple’s 
hearts to BURN within them. And WHY NOT! 

 Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of Christ. The Word of Jesus 
confronts the remaining unbelief that abides within his disciples, He exposes it so 
that we will repent and believe! 

 
There are times when the circumstances of this life can seriously challenge our faith. 
Severe illness, untimely death, violence and terrorism in the world can challenge what 
we believe. 

 IN Psalm 73 David struggled with what he called “the prosperity of the wicked”  
 
Psalm 73: 16 But when I thought how to understand this, it seemed to me a wearisome task, 

 17 until I went into the sanctuary of God; then I discerned their end. 

 When we meditate on the word of God we enter the sanctuary of God and our 
hearts begin to burn, faith arises and unbelief is dispelled. 

 
B) The Rebuke of Christ 

Mark 16: 14 Afterward he appeared to the eleven themselves as they were reclining at 
table, and he rebuked them for their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they had 
not believed those who saw him after he had risen. 

 There are times when believers encounter the discipline of the Lord because of 
unbelief. 



 By His grace and mercy ALONE, through the New Birth we have been Adopted into 
the family of God and we stand together as sons and daughters of the Living God. 
AND every Son who the Lord receives he disciplines: 

 
Hebrews 12: 5  And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons?  “My 
son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor be weary when reproved by him. 
6 For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and chastises every son whom he receives.” 

 It is the purpose of Christ that you may stand mature and fully assured in all the will 
of God .(Colossians 4:12) 

 You can speak with any of the young families here in the Fellowship, maturity 
requires discipline.  

 While no discipline is pleasant it eventually yields the good fruit of maturity. 
 
2 The work of Christ THROUGH the church confronting unbelief in the world 
Mark 16:15  And he said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the 
whole creation.  16  Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does 
not believe will be condemned. 

 After confirming his resurrection to the Disciples through “many infallible proofs” 
(Acts 1:3)  Just before he ascended into heaven Jesus commissioned them to carry 
the life changing Gospel to the ends of the earth. 

 It is the Gospel that confronts the unbelief of the world. 

 THE Gospel IS the power of God unto salvation for everyone who believes. It is 
God’s chosen vessel to open the eyes of the blind and give life to those who are 
spiritually dead. 

 This is the same Gospel that WE now carry to the ends of the earth. 
 
17  And these signs will accompany those who believe: in my name they will cast out 
demons; they will speak in new tongues;   18  they will pick up serpents with their 
hands; and if they drink any deadly poison, it will not hurt them; they will lay their 
hands on the sick, and they will recover.” 

 We know from the book of Acts that God wrought many wonderful works through 
the disciples. 

 The Apostle Paul was bitten by a venomous snake and suffered no ill effects, but 
there is no record of any disciple drinking deadly poison. 

 
Over the years, these particular verses from the unauthorized portion of Mark’s Gospel 
have been used to affirm a variety of excesses in the church throughout the years. 

o The practices of Snake handling and poison drinking in rural regions of the 
United States have nothing to do with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 
19  So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven and 
sat down at the right hand of God.  20  And they went out and preached everywhere, 
while the Lord worked with them and confirmed the message by accompanying signs. 

 Mark wrote this Gospel in order to show that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.  
 
Mark 1: 1  The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 



 He came from the Father, He revealed his deity, his power and authority through his 
teaching and his miracles. He gave his life as the perfect sacrifice for sin and he was 
raised to life on the third day. 

 
That’s it for the Gospel of Mark: 
 
NEXT: 

 We will be taking the next 4 weeks to celebrate the season of Advent. 

 After that we will do a “Between the Books” series on Prayer. Come January we 
will be setting aside the first Monday evening of every month for corporate 
prayer. 

 In 2016 we plan to continue our study through the New Testament with the book 
of Philemon and then on the Hebrews….  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


