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    Philippians 3:1-3 

Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord. To 

write the same things to you is no trouble to 

me and is safe for you. 2 Look out for the 

dogs, look out for the evildoers, look out for 

those who mutilate the flesh. 3 For we are 

the circumcision, who worship by the Spirit 

of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no 

confidence in the flesh 
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Verse 1 
Rejoice in the Lord –This is a command  

The basis of our rejoicing is “the Lord” 

– It isn’t even in what He can/does provide/do but in 

Him (God is not a means but an end) 

– This is why our joy is not a circumstantially or 

emotionally based “Rejoice in the Lord always” 

– Our joy is rooted in God being God “in Him” 

To write the same things to you is no trouble to me and is 

safe for you 

– Repetition is one of the most effective means of teaching and 

growing discernment  

– We need to have a deep theology, as well as a broad 
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Verse 2 
V2 Look out for the dogs, look out for the evildoers, look out for those who 

mutilate the flesh (False circumcision NASB) 

Paul is warning about false teachers  

– Acts 15:1 But some men came down from Judea and were teaching the 

brothers, “Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, 

you cannot be saved.”  

• Look out for the dogs: Shows the seriousness of their doctrine by calling them 

“dogs” (Derogatory term)  

– Dogs were dirty, unclean, dangerous and should be avoided  

• Helped expose the dogs by their actions “evildoers” 

– Matthew 7:15-16 Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s 

clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves. 16 You will recognize them by 

their fruits. 

• Names names “look out for those how mutilate the flesh (False circumcision)”  

– When someone is habitually teaching false doctrine, and leading others 

astray it is necessary to name names 
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Verse 3 
Contrasting statement to expose false teachers/conversion 

– Paul puts before us one of the greatest Biblical definitions of the true 
Christian (in doing so, exposing false converts) 

– Use the opportunity to “examine ourselves” 2 Corinthians 13:5  

For we are the real circumcision  
– In OT, the people of God were marked outwardly by circumcision  

– But just like baptism (in new covenant), circumcision was an outward 
mark to reflect an inward reality  

– Jeremiahs 4:4 Circumcise yourselves to the LORD; remove the foreskin 
of your hearts 

– Romans 2:25-29 For circumcision indeed is of value if you obey the law, 
but if you break the law, your circumcision becomes uncircumcision. 
26So, if a man who is uncircumcised keeps the precepts of the law, will 
not his uncircumcision be regarded as circumcision? 27Then he who is 
physically uncircumcised but keeps the law will condemn you who have 
the written code and circumcision but break the law. 28For no one is a 
Jew who is merely one outwardly, nor is circumcision outward and 
physical. 29But a Jew is one inwardly, and circumcision is a matter of 
the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter. His praise is not from man but 
from God. 
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The True Believer 
Who worship by the Spirit of God  

– All of mankind are worshipers, but only the true convert is one who 

worships “by the Spirit of God” 

– The worship of the Christian is supernatural, produced by the Spirit 

of God (beginning at new birth) 

• If you have been born again, you are by nature a worshiper of 

God (This defines you)  

John 4:7-26 True Worship  

– The woman wanted to know where to worship  

– Jesus answered and said it is not a matter of where but the type of 

worship (spirit & truth). The issue is not the place, but the person. 

– If your worship is limited to a location of worship and not a 

reality of your spirit (nature/being), it isn’t true worship  

– Also, worship must be based on truth (v22) (Not merely emotion, 

experience) 
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The True Believer  
Who worship by the Spirit of God  

– True worship is “by the Spirit”, and done in “spirit and truth” 

– Doesn’t it make sense then that we would have home worship, not 

because we have to, but because we are true worshipers of God 

– Worship: Encompasses praise/singing but it not limited to songs 

– If we are to worship in spirit, it must be all encompassing (totality of life) 

Romans 12:1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to 

present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is 

your spiritual worship 

– The presenting of your body/life (all of it) as a living sacrifice  

– Holy and acceptable to God (according to His revealed Word) 

– This is your spiritual worship/service 

– Why would we want to do this? We have seen and tasted of the “mercies 

of God” (We are born again)  

– This is not begrudgingly done (difficult but not begrudging) 

Am I describing you? Are you a worshiper of God (in spirit) or is it just 

something you know to do on Sunday?  
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The True Believer  
Who worship by the Spirit of God  

And glory in Christ Jesus  

– Glory: Rejoice, to boast (To boast with joy)  

– The true believer boasts in Christ Jesus as their only hope 

• Nothing added to Christ Jesus (self/works)-Christ alone 

• The false circumcision gloried in Christ Jesus AND works 

• The false convert will take Jesus so they don’t have to go to hell 

but they don’t glory in Christ Jesus  

– Evident by their lack of desire to talk about Him  

– How can you glory in Christ Jesus (as a defining mark) and 

as a style of life not want to talk about Him?  

Galatians 6:14-15 But far be it from me to boast except in the cross of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and 

I to the world. 15For neither circumcision counts for anything, nor 

uncircumcision, but a new creation. 
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The True Believer  
Who worship by the Spirit of God, And glory in Christ Jesus 

And put no confidence in the flesh  

– If you are glorying in Christ Jesus, then you must put no confidence 

in the flesh 

– Flesh: what man can produce apart from God  

– Matthew 5:3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven” 

– The true Christian, by grace, has seen their own righteousness as sin 

(Hopelessness/humility) 

– Professing Christians Hope: “Good person”, “Kind”, “Loving” 

– Mankind wants to be able to contribute to his own salvation (this is 

why humanity rejects John 3 “you must be born again” so much) 
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The True Believer  
Do you have the marks of the true believer, or does your life prove 

you to be of the false circumcision (false convert)?  

 

If you failed the tests today, please do not attempt to go “put on” 

these marks. Remember, true circumcision is of the heart. Only God 

can change your heart (you need to be born again).  

 

Repent (turn from your sin) and believe the gospel (placing all your 

hope in the finished work of Christ)  

 

How will I know it is real this time?  

You will worship God from the inside out with joy, because your heart 

has been transformed by the Holy Spirit.  
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