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Unrighteousness
Luke 16:1-31

There is a transition between Luke 15 and Luke 16:

In chapter 15, Jesus emphasizes the wrong attitude towards people in three
parables: one sheep out of a hundred; one coin out of ten; and one son out of two.

Here in chapter 16 Jesus emphasizes the wrong attitude towards wealth.

In Luke 16 the subject is unrighteousness as seen in two parables.
In NKJV Jesus says a “a certain... which indicates an actual event.”

The Unjust Steward is making unjust use of his trust.

The Unjust Rich Man uses his wealth only for himself, while Lazarus starves.

The Unjust Steward: Luke 16:1-13
Jesus is speaking to His disciples with the Pharisees listening.

Luke 16:1-13
He also said to His disciples: "There was a certain rich man who had a steward, and

an accusation was brought to him that this man was wasting his goods. 2 So he
called him and said to him, 'What is this I hear about you? Give an account of your
stewardship, for you can no longer be steward.'

3 "Then the steward said within himself, 'What shall I do? For my master is taking

the stewardship away from me. I cannot dig; I am ashamed to beg. 4 I have
resolved what to do, that when I am put out of the stewardship, they may receive
me into their houses.'

5 "So he called every one of his master's debtors to him, and said to the first,

'How much do you owe my master?' 6 And he said, 'A hundred measures of oil.' So

he said to him, 'Take your bill, and sit down quickly and write fifty.' 7 Then he said
to another, 'And how much do you owe?' So he said, 'A hundred measures of wheat.'

And he said to him, 'Take your bill, and write eighty.' 8 So the master commended
the unjust steward because he had dealt shrewdly. For the sons of this world are
more shrewd in their generation than the sons of light.
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9 "And I say to you, make friends for yourselves by unrighteous mammon, that

when you fail, they may receive you into an everlasting home. 10 He who is
faithful in what is least is faithful also in much; and he who is unjust in what is

least is unjust also in much. 11 Therefore if you have not been faithful in the

unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches? 12 And if you
have not been faithful in what is another man's, who will give you what is your
own?

13 "No servant can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the
other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God

and mammon." NKJV

This is an example of the shrewdness of a worldly man, unrestrained by any
consideration than that of obtaining his own advantage.

The steward is not a thief; just a poor manager {Cf. 15:13; 16:1}

The Land Owner and Jesus did not praise the manager for being dishonest, but for
being so clever, so astute, and so shrewd [8].

E.g., When a crook pulls off a complicated scheme and tricks or robs someone, we
don’t praise him for being a crook, but we say, how clever.

The lesson: Make friends with unrighteous mammon [9]. How?
Use your money, time, knowledge, strength, and opportunities to serve good
causes. Each deed done for God from this right motive becomes a friend to greet
us as we enter the eternal life after this earthly sojourn.

The Principle of Service: [10-12]: If we can’t be trusted with a little, we surely
can’t be trusted with much. If we will lie about a little thing, we will surely lie
about a bigger thing.

No man can serve two masters [13]:
The disciple of Jesus Christ cannot separate the spiritual and secular; to the worldy
man, nothing is spiritual; to the spiritual man, nothing is secular.
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At verse 14, the Pharisees, who were lovers of money, are His intended audience.

The Pharisees sneered at Him because they believed that a man could be devoted
to both God and goods. They cheated widows out of their houses [Matthew
23:14]; they dedicated their wealth as “Corban” and refused to provide for their
parents [Mark 7:11-12].

Jesus told them that public opinion did not determine right and wrong! [14-15]

14 Now the Pharisees, who were lovers of money, also heard all these things, and
they derided Him. 15 And He said to them, "You are those who justify yourselves
before men, but God knows your hearts. For what is highly esteemed among men is

an abomination in the sight of God. NKJV

Luke 16:16-18
16 "The law and the prophets were until John. Since that time the kingdom of

God has been preached, and everyone is pressing into it. 17 And it is easier for
heaven and earth to pass away than for one tittle of the law to fail.

18 "Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery; and
whoever marries her who is divorced from her husband commits adultery.

Until John the Baptist came preaching the kingdom of God, the Gospel was
concealed in the Law and the Prophets {what we call the Old Testament}.
Now the kingdom of God was in their midst and they were blind to it. Of course, it
is God who gives us the ability, but it is by striving that we enter the kingdom of
God [16].

These Pharisees had twisted God’s Word to suit their own notions of right and
wrong. But Jesus said it is more likely that heaven and earth will pass away than
for the smallest part of God’s word to lose its force [17].
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Then Jesus gives an example of how the Pharisees were evading the Law
{justifying themselves}, Jesus reminded them of how they misapplied the law on
divorce [18]. The Pharisees said that a man could divorce his wife if she burned
the bread. Jesus said the law is much more restrictive. Jesus said their teaching on
divorce is a breach of the 7th commandment. This is not all the Bible says about
divorce and I am not going to expound verse 18 at this time.

The Unjust Possessor of Wealth: Luke 16:19-31

19 "There was a certain rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and

fared sumptuously every day. 20 But there was a certain beggar named Lazarus,

full of sores, who was laid at his gate, 21 desiring to be fed with the crumbs which

fell from the rich man's table. Moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. 22 So
it was that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels to Abraham's bosom.

The rich man also died and was buried. 23 And being in torments in Hades, he
lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.

24 "Then he cried and said, 'Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send
Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am

tormented in this flame.' 25 But Abraham said, 'Son, remember that in your
lifetime you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he

is comforted and you are tormented. 26 And besides all this, between us and you
there is a great gulf fixed, so that those who want to pass from here to you cannot,
nor can those from there pass to us.'

27 "Then he said, 'I beg you therefore, father, that you would send him to my

father's house, 28 for I have five brothers, that he may testify to them, lest they

also come to this place of torment.' 29 Abraham said to him, 'They have Moses and

the prophets; let them hear them.' 30 And he said, 'No, father Abraham; but if one

goes to them from the dead, they will repent.' 31 But he said to him, 'If they do
not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one rise
from the dead.'"

In the story {parable?} of Dives {tradition; Latin: a rich man}
and Lazarus {God help him} touched on the greed of the Pharisees.

By their outward righteousness and pretence they sought to appear just before
men. But God looks on the heart and not on the outward appearance.
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That which men exalted was an abomination to God

We see Dives and Lazarus before and after death; before men and before God.

Both the Rich Man and Lazarus were born without God.

Lazarus found Christ. How do we know that? Because he went to heaven!
And the only way to heaven is by Christ.

The Rich Man was not lost because he was rich.
Lazarus was not saved because he was poor.

What was the Rich Man’s great sin? Contentment without God!
The Rich Man has been in hell for over 2000 years!

There is no such thing as “purgatory.”
Lazarus went immediately to heaven; the Rich Man went directly to hell!

It was the first time the Rich Man really prayed.

It was the first time he felt a need to pray. All prayers from hell are genuine.
But he prayed to the wrong person and he prayed too late!

But Abraham answered his prayer: with mockery.

Abraham said, “Son,...” A son of Abraham in hell?

“Son, Remember...” Perhaps the worst feature of hell is remembering...

Rolf Barnard preached a sermon he called “God’s Bloodhound” about several
people in hell who were tormented by the memory of their evil life.
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His second prayer was from hell... Abraham’s answer, they have the Bible.
Dives’ response: NO.!!!

Why do people refuse to believe the Bible?

They do not believe the Bible is the very Word of God.
They do not believe that they are under the wrath of God.
They do not know what it is to be lost.
They have believed man’s philosophy; no absolute truth.
They do not believe that judgment is immediately executed [Eccl 8:11].

Because the sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily,
therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil.

They belong to Satan; they are children of the devil.

What about you?

If you need a church home where the Gospel is preached and the Bible is studied
this would be a good time to speak with the elders about fellowship with this
church.
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