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Introduction  

1. The vision before us today is another that points to the glorious celebration of the believers’ 

victory in Christ.  

a. It is very difficult for us, as it was for John’s immediate readers, to see and believe that we 

are winning today. 

b. Nevertheless, this was the purpose for John’s writing the book and for his exhortations to 

patient persevering faith.  

2. Last week we pointed to call of Abraham. 

a. Abraham was given promises that were not to be realized in his lifetime (Rom. 4:18–22; 

Heb. 11:13ff). 

b. The fulfillment of the promises and the purpose of God to judge the wicked are carried out 

simultaneously (Gen. 15:13, 14). 

c. The promises to Abraham could not be fulfilled until the cup of Amorite iniquity was 

filled, and that after a time of long patience on God’s part. 

d. The same principle, which Revelation is plainly showing, applies to God’s New Covenant 

people. 

e. As demonstrated in the text before us, their final deliverance again coincides with the 

judgment of the wicked. 

f. This understanding is further confirmed by the references to Moses and the exodus from 

Egypt. 

3. Revelation 14 and 15 each open with the 144,000 in heaven.  

a. The focus is on the church militant, now victorious in heaven. 

b. We are now that church militant (though often it seems quite opposite), marching to Zion. 

c. The war was won by Christ on the cross, and the victory is being communicated by His 

wisdom, might, and skill. 

4. Why use symbolism in Revelation?  

a. To visualize the message 

b. To increase interest 

c. To encourage people to think 

d. To increase understanding of the message 

e. To increase the weight and impact to the message 

5. Chapter 15 prepares us for the final judgments of God in chapter 16 and the destruction of 

the dragon’s kingdom (Mystery Babylon in 17, 18, and the Beast System in 19, 20).  

  



I. The Sign 

1. The “great sign” is the third (12:1, 3; 15:1).  

a. This sign scene also shifts from earth to heaven. 

b. The sign interrupts the seventh vision and serves a transitional role, concluding the previ-

ous section and introducing the next.  

c. Again, the focus is on the victory of the saints, assured in the wake of God’s final wrath. 

d. Technically, the seven angels seen in v. 1 are the content of the seventh trumpet (11:15ff). 

2. The seven angels have seven plagues, which are the last but not necessarily chronologically.  

a. With these plagues, the wrath of God is finished. 

b. These angels are shown here only to introduce the worship scene to follow (as in 8:2). 

II. The Song  

1. The scene (v. 2). 

a. The sea of glass radiates the holy glory of God and represents the firmament, the ceiling of 

earth and floor of heaven (4:6; Ex. 24:10; Ezek. 1:22). 

b. The sea is the first of several allusions to the Exodus from Egypt in which the saints were 

delivered as their enemies were overthrown.  

c. Standing on the sea are the martyrs and survivors of tribulation—victors (nikao, overcom-

ers), revealing the true reality of what is perceived as a negative image on earth.  

d. They have harps, which connect them with the 144,000 of 14:1–5.  

2. Their worship (vv. 3, 4) 

a. They sing the song of Moses, the second reference to the Exodus, sung on the shore of the 

sea after the Egyptian army was drowned (Ex. 15:1–18). 

b. It is also the song of the Lamb who triumphed over the enemy in His resurrection (14:3). 

c. The song now represents the final victory of the saints in the greatest deliverance of all 

(Psa. 98:1, 2). 

3. The content of their song (vv. 3, 4) 

a. The lyrics of this song are a blend of OT praise of God’s perfections, particularly His jus-

tice (Deut. 29:58; 32:4; Jer. 10:7; Psa. 86:9; Deut. 32:4). 

b. Great and amazing describe God’s judgment (the plagues) on Egypt in preparation for Is-

rael’s deliverance from Egypt. 

c. The seven angels hold bowls with plagues to be poured out on God’s enemies. 

d. The prayer for vindication is answered (6:10). 

III. The Sanctuary  

1. The throne of God is located in this heavenly sanctuary, and from it authority goes out to 

proceed with the final judgment. 



2. The angels emerge, dressed in holy garments of white linen, carrying bowls brimming with 

God’s righteous wrath. 

3. The glory of the Lord appears displayed in the cloud of smoke that fills the temple, prevent-

ing any from entering until the plagues are fulfilled. 

Application  

1. The glory cloud of God’s unapproachable holiness was seen when the tabernacle in the wil-

derness was consecrated (Ex. 40:34). It was also present when Solomon dedicated the tem-

ple in Jerusalem (1 Kings 8:10, 11; see also Isa. 6:1). In the scene before us, that glory cloud 

will appear once more for the last time ever; all God’s people will have full and free access 

to God’s throne physically. Now we have full access by faith (Heb. 4:16). Use it!  

2. Galatians 6:7 declares, “Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that 

will he also reap. For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, 

but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life.” The scene before us 

demonstrates the truth and reality of this warning. Don’t be one on whom this final judg-

ment falls. Repent and receive Christ and life. Then live that eternal life, reaping its benefits 

now. 

1. “Great and amazing are your deeds” from “. . . that you may fear this glorious and awesome 

name, the Lord your God” (Deut. 29:58) 

2. “Just and true are your ways” from “. . . all his ways are justice. A God of faithfulness and 

without iniquity, just and upright is he” (Deut. 32:4).  

3. “King of the nations” and “Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify your name” from “Who 

would not fear you, O King of the nations” (Jer. 10:7).    

4. “You alone are holy” and “All nations will come and worship you” from “All the nations you 

have made shall come and worship before you” (Psa. 86:9). 

5. “Your righteous acts have been revealed” from “He  has revealed his righteousness in the 

sight of the nations” (Deut. 32:4). *  

 


