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Introduction  

1. To understand the text before us, it is necessary to ask what provoked Paul’s interruption 

and rebuke of 5:9–6:12.  

a. Paul was about to introduce a new truth that he knew would be very difficult for Jewish 

believers to accept—the high priestly office of Jesus Christ.   

b. The normal response of most people is to question things that may be new to their 

experience.  

c. There is an even greater issue: most people chafe at having to go deeper in their Christian 

walk.   

d. Modern Christianity doesn’t help because it is geared to cater to lazy and shallow 

Christians who want only easy, surface spirituality. 

e. Paul understood that true disciples must not be coddled but challenged to follow Jesus into 

areas of hard truths that require hard work to understand.  

2. This new and deeper truth was introduced in 2:17: 

a. In 3:1 Paul challenged the reader: “Therefore, holy brothers, you who share in a heavenly 

calling, consider (ponder intently; give diligent attention to; and weigh thoroughly) Jesus, 

the apostle and high priest of our confession.”  

b. In Chapters 3 and 4 Paul demonstrated that, as an apostle, Jesus far exceeded the great and 

beloved Moses with whom God spoke face-to-face as a friend to a friend. He was also 

greater than Joshua, who, in the place of Moses, finished the apostolic task of bringing 

Israel into the promised land.  

3. The great stumbling block of the Jews was the idea that righteousness came by adherence to 

the law of Moses.  

a. The truth advanced in 6:13–20 is that righteousness is obtained, not through law, but by 

promise.  

b. The saving work on behalf of the heirs of the promise is founded upon God’s irrevocable 

oath by which the heirs have a certain hope. 

c. This hope is maintained on the redemptive work carried on within the veil of the heavenly 

tabernacle.  

d. Jesus, having fulfilled the work typified in the Aaronic priesthood, had now gone into 

heaven to serve God and the saints, not as a priest of the Aaronic order, but after the order 

of Melchizedek. 

e. This is the subject that Paul described as “difficult to explain” because he understood the 

natural tendency of people to be sluggish in their hearing—their unwillingness to expend 

the energy required to grasp fully difficult truths.  

I. An Historical Perspective  

1. The glorious truth of verbal inspiration of Scripture by the Holy Spirit is observed here in 

both what is and what is not said in verses 1–3. 



2. Here Paul explains this mysterious figure mentioned in only two passages of Holy Writ: 

Genesis 14:18–20 and Psalm 110:4. 

a. Is Melchizedek a pre-incarnate appearance of Jesus? 

b. Here we find an obscure truth revealed but unexplained to the Jews until now.  

3. We see two historical aspects of Melchizedek.  

a. First, Paul addressed the person of this priest of the Most High God.  

1) Who he was—both king and priest, long before Aaron was called to serve or David 

called to rule 

2) What he was—king of righteousness or justice and king of peace 

3) Where he was—Salem (Jerusalem, the city of peace, city of the Great King)  

b. Second, Paul addressed the setting. 

1) When he appeared—meeting Abraham “returning from the slaughter of the kings” 

(Heb. 7:1). This is particularly significant in the light of Psalm 110. 

2) What he did—received tithes from Abraham and blessed him  

3) What this reveals—the superior nature of the Melchizedek priesthood to that of Aaron’s  

II. A Theological Perspective  

1. The theological perspective is seen in the order of things.  

a. Melchizedek was first king of righteousness and then king of peace.  

1) This order is demonstrated as a royal work, a sovereign work. 

2) This order is demonstrated as a God-centered work, for righteousness must precede 

peace (Psa. 72:7; 85:9, 10; Isa. 32:17; Rom. 5:1).  

b. Melchizedek was first recognized for his greatness; then, on that basis, he blessed 

Abraham, the progenitor of Levi.  

1) This recognition demonstrates a superior work, prefiguring of the work of Christ. 

2) This recognition demonstrates an independent work, independent of the law and 

independent of the priesthood that administered the law.  

2. The superiority of the gospel to Judaism (vv. 11–14)  

a. The goal of the gospel—perfection (5:9, 10, 14; 6:1)  

b. The jarring truth that the Jews could not accept: “For when there is a change in the 

priesthood, there is necessarily a change in the law as well” (v. 12).  

c. Jesus as High Priest is superior to Aaron and is alone able save the lost, transforming them 

into true holy and righteous saints at peace with God.  

Are you truly benefiting from Christ’s superior work within the veil?   Or— 

Are you lazy of hearing, reluctant to dig deeper into the glorious truths of the gospel in order 

that you might be all that God has designed you to be?  


