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Establishing the Kingdom of God’s Anointed, Part 2 
Last week I began this series suggesting that what is written here about the Establishing of Saul’s Kingdom 
is but a glorious fore-shadowing or picture of Christ’s Kingdom. Truly if all that is written in the Old 
Testament speaks of Christ,1  and if the shadow of Christ has been cast upon the Old Testament such that it 
pervades it2, then we are justified in understanding that the advent of Saul’s kingdom contains instruction 
with regard to the kingdom of our Lord. 
 
However this assumption raises a very good question:  Is this method of understanding this passage is 
allegorical?  Or is this way of looking at the establishment of Saul’s kingdom different from an allegory? 
 
In order to answer these questions allow me to illustrate the Allegorical method of interpreting Scripture.  
Origen first purposed this method in order to understand the meaning of Scripture.  He wrote this: 
 

“ [The Bible] contains three levels of meaning, corresponding to the threefold Pauline (and Platonic) 
division of a person into body, soul and spirit. The bodily level of Scripture, the bare letter, is normally 
helpful as it stands to meet the needs of the more simple. The psychic level, corresponding to the soul, 
is for making progress in perfection.… [The] spiritual interpretation deals with 'unspeakable mysteries' 
so as to make humanity a ‘partaker of all the doctrines of the Spirit's counsel.’”3 

                                                 
1 Compare John 5:39 
2 Compare Colossians 2:17 
3 Joseph W. Trigg, Origen. (London: SCM Press, 1983), 120; Bethune-Baker, p. 120-121, 126. 



 
 

 
This is how this approach looks when it is put into practice.  Commenting on Exodus 1:21 which speaks of 
the houses which God established because the midwives feared God, Origen wrote this: 
 

“This statement makes no sense according to the letter. For what is the relationship that the text should 
say, ‘Because the midwives feared God, they made houses for themselves.’? It is as if a house is built 
because God is feared. If this be taken as it stands written, not only does it appear to lack logic, but also 
to be inane. But if you should see how the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, teaching the fear 
of God, make the houses of the Church and fill the whole earth with houses of prayer, then what is 
written will appear to have been written rationally.”4 

 
In other words, the houses which God established through these midwives were not literal houses because 
that just doesn’t make any sense, says Origen.  Rather, the houses actually were houses of prayer.  Again, 
speaking of  Elkanah’s wives, Hannah and Peninnah, he wrote this: 
 

“That just man Elkanah in the Scriptures is reported to have had two wives at the same time, one of 
whom was called Peninnah, the other Hannah, that is, ‘conversion’ and ‘grace.’”5 

 
According to the allegorical school of thought, by considering the definitions of the words “Peninnah” and 
“Hannah” we conclude that the two characteristics demanded by 1 Samuel 1 when it comes to finding a 
spouse is that they be converted and be gracious.  This is what Origen is saying that this text teaches. 
 
Now, I hope from these examples you start to understand the foundations of the allegorical method.  Its goal 
is not the plain teaching of scripture, but something more.  It believes that there are “spiritual” meanings to 
be derived from the names of individuals, the number of their children, the color of their hair, the city in 
which they live, etc. 
 
Now, I want to contrast the allegorical method to what I believe is the proper method of interpretation.6  
First the text must be understood by what is written and understand that what is plainly written is what is 
intended, unless otherwise indicated by the text or the genre **and**  all that is written, according to John 
5:39, was given ultimately to instruct us about the Messianic Reign and Rule of Christ according to a 
type/anti-type relationship. 
 
Accordingly when we examine a passage which describes the establishing of Saul’s regency or monarchy 
we need to recognize that Christ is the counterpart to Saul and that Saul’s kingdom foreshadows Christ’s 
kingdom is its ultimate fulfillment.  Thus we believe that this text gives us instruction not only concerning 
the context and considerations which were involved in Saul’s rise to power but also concerning the person 
and work of Jesus Christ. 

The Deliverer 
 
Now, with that let us continue in our examination of the Establishing of Saul’s Kingdom with the 
anticipation that this will teach us about the nature and growth of the Messianic Kingdom of Christ.  
Previously we examined the beginning of the kingdom, and today I want to consider the kingdom’s 

                                                 
4 Origen, Homily on Exodus 2.2 (Origen, “Homilies on Genesis and Exodus,” trans. Ronald E. Heine, The Fathers of 
the Church, Vol. 71. [Washington, D.C.: Catholic University of America Press, 1981], 242-243). 
5 Ibid. 
6 The approach is often referred to the grammitico-historical approach 
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deliverer. 
 

1 Samuel 11:6, “And the Spirit of God came upon Saul when he heard those tidings, and his anger was 
kindled greatly.” 

 
From the outside looking in, we are tempted to say, “It is about time!” For the past four chapters, a history 
which in Samuel’s day covered a time span of about three months, we have been flirting with the notion that 
Saul was God’s choice for the first king of Israel. As such we’ve seen these things: 
 

1. A private anointing ceremony in which Saul was declared to be king- but then Saul went home “and 
did not tell [his uncle] about the matter of the kingdom which Samuel had mentioned.” (1 Samuel 
10:16).   

2. A public service of installation where Saul was recognized by the entire nation as their beloved king 
but then this newly installed king went back to his former life of farming (1 Samuel 11:5)! 

 
A tension which has been built as we await the establishing of this man’s regency. And that brings us to the 
all-important question: “What’s it going to take to get Saul to act like a King? What must be aligned in this 
man’s life for him to serve in the office to which he has been called?”  

Moved by the Spirit 
 
This morning we derive our answer as we notice the three characteristics which moved Saul in the 
establishing of His kingdom. Let’s look at them one by one. First, notice that he was moved by the Spirit of 
God. 
 

1 Samuel 11:6, “And the Spirit of God came upon Saul when he heard those tidings, and his anger 
was kindled greatly.” 

 
We discussed this in connection to Saul prophesying with the prophets of Gibeat-ha-Elohim.7 At that time 
we noted that there is a distinction to be made concerning  “The Spirit of God coming upon a man” and 
salvation/regeneration.  For example, it is very clear that Balaam was an ungodly, pagan man who made 
money by cursing God's people.8  And yet, Scripture describes the Spirit of God “descending upon him” 
and enabling him to prophecy.9 From this we noted that it was possible for the Spirit of God to come upon 
a man, engift him, and yet leave the individual without saving him.10 
 
Accordingly we did not conclude that God in 1 Samuel 10 regenerated Saul, in fact the evidence suggests 
otherwise.11  What this text does indicate is that without any preparation on Saul’s part, an obvious piety, 
or a propensity toward prophesying or serving in the kingdom of God Saul received another enabling from 
the Spirit of God whereby he was emboldened to serve the Lord. One moment Saul was a simple farmer 
coming in from a long days work. The next, the Spirit came upon him such that he was granted an 
emboldening which was quite unnatural to him. And so moved by the Holy Spirit, Saul acted. 

                                                 
7 Compare 1 Samuel 10:6 
8 Compare 2 Peter  2:15-16; Numbers 22:7 
9 Compare  Numbers 22:9-14; 24:2 
10 Compare again 1 Samuel 19:18-24 
11 Compare 1 Samuel 16:14 
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Compassion 
And so began the reign and rule of Saul.  This regency was established at the working of the Holy Spirit.  
And yet it just wasn’t the Spirit of God which played upon Saul’s heart and mind, for we note that there 
were other factors: Saul entered into the office of King as one who also was also moved by compassion. 
 

1 Samuel 11:6, “And the Spirit of God came upon Saul when he heard those tidings, and his anger 
was kindled greatly.” 

 
Had Saul been self-absorbed at this point, the news of Jabeshgilead would not have touched him. That the 
report prompted him speaks to some degree of an “otherness” when it came to his concerns. Now it is this 
“otherness” which is the heart of compassion.  
 
You say Saul only had feelings because 
 

• Jabeshgilead contained Saul’s family members.  
• Saul had a vested interest in this group. 

 
And you’re right. Yet that doesn’t change what moved this man.   
 

• When he heard of the abuse which Nahash had perpetrated against his family.   
• When he considered the suffering of his aunts, uncles, brothers, sisters, cousins, and the like. 
• When he thought of that beloved city under siege. 

 
There was a prompting… a groaning… a longing for their deliverance which impelled him to act.  And so 
it just wasn’t the presence of the Spirit of God in his life which moved Saul to action, the Spirit aroused in 
him the heart of compassion.   

Moved by Anger 
Yet that is not all, for the text contains one more element. Look at the text one more time and see that Saul 
was moved by anger. 
 

1 Samuel 11:6, “And the Spirit of God came upon Saul when he heard those tidings, and his anger was 
kindled greatly.” 

 
This is an interesting description. For we tend to consider anger, all anger, to be sin. And this assumption is 
wrong.  
 

Ephesians 4:26-27, “Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your wrath:  Neither give 
place to the devil.” 
 

From this we conclude that it is possible to be angry and yet not to be in sin. First realize that “anger” is a 
God-given emotion which enables the individual to do that which under normal circumstances he otherwise 
would not be able to do.  For example, so the little old grandmother who beholds her grandchild trapped 
under a car is reported to lift the car with her bare hands to free her loved one.  Anger is what enabled her 
to lift so great a weight.   
 
Anger is that which enables the meek, quite, and gentle daughter to confront a medical establishment when 
she thought that her dad’s care wasn’t up to par.  Anger enables the Christian teenager to face down a group 
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of twenty peers and say “No!” to their sinful plans.  Anger enables the servant of Christ to stand against the 
evil forces of this darkness even though he is sure to be persecuted.12   
 
Truly anger is a very helpful and necessary emotion. However as an emotion it must be carefully monitored 
for there are three things which can make any anger sin. 
 

1. On account of cause- if that which prompts your anger is not something over which you ought to be 
angry, then your anger is sin.   

2. On account of motive- even though you may have a Biblical cause (say for example, the 
preservation of life), if you are moved not out of love for God and His kingdom but something else, 
then your anger is sin.   

3. On account of expression- so you have a Biblical cause and your motive is right. If you direct your 
anger not at the problem, but at an individual or you bottle it up, it is sin. 

 
Well in the case of Saul, what he heard and considered moved him not only to compassion but anger. Such 
that this formerly timid individual- this coward who tried to hide under a pile of coats at his ordination- here 
boldly calls the nation to arms, assembles an army, marches 42 miles to Jabeshgilead, and utterly destroys 
the forces of Nahash. 
 
From this we see “the Deliverer” whom God raised up and thereby established the Kingdom of Israel and 
the elements which together moved Saul from being a farmer to being a King.  Saul was moved by the Spirit 
of God which roused compassion and an anger which lead him to rise up and deliver his people from a 
snake! 
 
Now let me ask you something: Do you suppose that these characteristics might also be used in 
transforming a carpenter into a King? 
 
It not only could, but it did! 
 
You tell me brothers and sisters; maybe I’m off here, does this description of the first king of Israel and the 
situation which prompted his ascendancy to the throne sound like anyone you know? I mean, we come to 
this text which portrays a people sore-oppressed with little if no hope for deliverance.  They are held up in 
a city threatened by a snake.  And though they already enjoy a vassal relationship with God, rather than 
calling upon the Lord, they offer to serve this snake if only their well-being would be preserved.  But then 
word of their oppression reaches the ear of a farmer who being moved by 
 

1. The Spirit of God. 
2. Compassion.   
3. Anger. 

 
And raises an army, marches three days on foot, and then vanquishes the foe.   

Moved by the Spirit 
Again, does this at all sound familiar to you? 
 
At a dark point in redemptive history when  
 
                                                 
12 Compare Judges 14:19 

 5



 
 

• Almost every shepherd of Israel had compromised their calling.   
• The worship of God had become a game. 
• Leadership meant getting and not giving.   
• There was famine for hearing the word of the Lord.   
• The weak were not objects of ministry, but the opportunity for extortion.   
• Godly individuals like Ana and Simeon were held captive, longing for the consolation of Israel. 

 
God sent His Son, a lowly carpenter- to establish regency which would extend into the ages to come.  And 
what is it that prompted Christ in His magisterial work? No less than three things:  First He was moved by 
the Spirit of God.  At His baptism we read this: 
 

Matthew 3:16-17, “And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the 
heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon 
him: And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” 

 
And thus not surprisingly we read of the Spirit of God moving Christ in and throughout His ministry… 
 

• He led Christ into the wilderness to be tempted, Matthew. 4:1. 
• He prompted Christ to cast out demons, Matthew 12:28. 
• He was behind Christ’s miracles, Matthew 12:30-32.   
• He is said to have filled Christ in Luke 4:1.  
• It was by the Holy Spirit that Christ returned to Galilee, Luke  4:14.   
• And in Luke 10 we read this: 

 
Luke 10:21, “In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, that thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes: even 
so, Father; for so it seemed good in thy sight. 

 
Truly you cannot think of the ministry of Christ without thinking of the Spirit of God coming upon Him 
empowering Him and impelling Him unto the glory of God and the establishing of His messianic reign. 

Compassion 
But then we think of Christ’s compassion.  A very common expression used of Christ when He walked the 
earth was that, “He was moved with compassion.”13  In the Bible there are primarily two words used of 
Christ when we speak of His compassion, the first word is one used in reference to the bowels or the viscera 
because it is this area that any deep emotion produces a tightening sensation in the stomach.  It is used to 
speak of one being  
 

• “Sick with love.”  
• Filled with anxiety.   
• Nervous such that you feel “butterflies in the stomach.” 

 
All these reference the idea of an affection or deep emotion arising from the pit of the stomach. That's the 
idea with this word. The second term used of Christ is generally rendered compassion or mercy and 
represents the expression of affection.  When one feels deeply for another person such that they experience 
pain in the pit of their stomach, they are said to have affection. When one expresses this love, they are said 
to have compassion.  Both terms are generously used of Christ as He walked the earth. 
                                                 
13 Compare Mark 1:14 
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The Hebrew writer calls Christ “a sympathetic High Priest”14because “He has been tempted in all things as 
we are, yet without sin” (Hebrews 4:15).  When looking at the establishing of the Kingdom of God’s 
beloved Son, we see the Spirit of God, compassion and anger. 

Anger 
Notice Christ’s anger!  At first blush this may sound like a contradiction to the other two, but in fact it is the 
natural result.  At least three times in Christ’s ministry we see that Christ acted in anger.  Once when the 
false shepherds of His day were content to leave a man imprisoned on account of sin. 
 

Mark 3:5, “And when he had looked round about on them with anger, being grieved for the hardness 
of their hearts, he saith unto the man, Stretch forth thine hand. And he stretched it out: and his hand was 
restored whole as the other.” 

 
How could anyone claiming to be a servant of God not look with compassion upon an individual 
imprisoned by their sin?  Yet the “shepherds of Israel” not only did this, but they condemned anyone who 
offered the loving hand.  This angered Christ and rightly so and it still does!   
 
Then there was the time when Christ took on the religious leaders of His day because they authorized a 
corrupting of the worship of God because it appealed to the masses and their sense of convenience. 
 

John 2:14-17, “And found in the temple those that sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the changers of 
money sitting:  And when he had made a scourge of small cords, he drove them all out of the temple, 
and the sheep, and the oxen; and poured out the changers’ money, and overthrew the tables;  And said 
unto them that sold doves, Take these things hence; make not my Father’s house an house of 
merchandise.  And his disciples remembered that it was written, The zeal of thine house hath eaten me 
up.” 

 
This was a system authorized by the religious leaders of the day. In order to facilitate the worship of God, 
they contracted with individuals who would exchange the pagan currency of the day with Jewish money OR 
sell the sheep or dove needed for a particular offering. BOTH of which involved selling or exchanging at 
a profit and a kick-back.  This resulted in money set aside for God to be diverted to the hands of a gouging 
merchant! 
 
This made Christ angry and He made a whip and drove the money changers out of the temple. 
 
Call this what you will, but this portrays an angry Christ!   
 
What impelled Him to act here?  
 
An anger moved by the unrighteous acts of man.   
 
From this we see that as the Servant-King, Jesus established His Messianic Reign and Rule at times moved 
by anger.  And that is why when we look at our text this morning it is hard not to say, “I’ve just seen Jesus!” 
 

• Did the Spirit of God come upon Saul and prompt him in his service? Well so it did in the life of 
Christ.   

                                                 
14 Compare Hebrews 4:15 
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• Was Saul moved by compassion? That could almost be a summary of Christ’s earthly ministry!   
• And did what Saul behold with his eyes and hear with his ears arouse anger in his heart such that he 

acted on behalf of the weak and helpless? Such is the emotion which moved Christ when He walked 
the earth. 

 
In fact if there was any doubt consider Isaiah 61.  Here we find an incredible statement made by “The 
Servant” whom God promised to send to His people. 
 

Isaiah 61:1-3, “The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach 
good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the 
captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound;  To proclaim the acceptable year of the 
LORD, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn;  To appoint unto them that 
mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for 
the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that 
he might be glorified.” 

 
You may or may not know this, but at the start of Christ’s ministry, He entered into a synagogue, read this 
verse, and then said, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing” (Luke 4:21). 
 
Truly you cannot gaze upon the advent of Saul’s ministry without saying, “I’ve just seen Jesus!” 
 
Now what benefit is there in knowing this?  What benefit do we have knowing that Christ’s Kingdom was 
established by the working of the Spirit of God which roused the heart of Compassion and Anger in Christ?  
 
Don’t miss it! These elements still characterize the ministry of our Savior and Lord, and they ought to be the 
foundation of our ministry was well.  Christ works by the Spirit and today, at this very moment He abides 
with you.   
 

1 John 3:24, “And he that keepeth his commandments dwelleth in him, and he in him. And hereby we 
know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath given us.” 
 

What comfort ought to fill our hearts here via the “Comforter” Christ still is establishing His kingdom on 
this earth today.  As the Spirit of God enters into the individual, King Jesus liberates another sinner held 
captive to a snake.  And so also must we proceed as we work out our salvation with fear and trembling. 
 

Ephesians 5:18-21, “And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit;  
Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your 
heart to the Lord; Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ;  Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God.” 

 
Brothers and sisters, do you want to know joy?  Do you want to live on this earth free of bitterness and 
regret?  Do you want to be filled with the Spirit? 
 
This is how kingdom work is to be done! 
 
Because compassion is that which prompted Him in His first advent, you can rest assured that the King of 
kings and Lord of lords does not look upon you with disgust in your weakness and sin.  Rather, He remains 
a sympathetic High Priest who understands our struggles, doubtings, heart-aches, shame, and sin.   
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Matthew 9:36, “But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them, because 
they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd.” 

 
James 5:11, “Behold, we count them happy which endure. Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and 
have seen the end of the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy.” 

 
Accordingly, this must be “the face and the affection” which the world in which we live beholds when they 
gaze upon us. 
 

Colossians 3:12-13, “Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, 
kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering;  Forbearing one another, and forgiving one 
another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.” 

 
• Is not the compassion of Christ our consolation and joy?   
• And ought this not to characterize the child of God? 

 
Indeed! Such is the glorious passion of the Kingdom of God!   
 
And finally as Anger moved Christ to protect both God’s people and God’s worship the Lord is still moved 
by anger today.  He is moved by anger 
 

• At the harsh treatment of His children.   
• At the compromised worship and false preaching which plagues our land. 

 
Listen to the word of God. 
 

Psalm 7:11, “God judgeth the righteous, and God is angry with the wicked every day.” 
 
What is it that rouses God to anger in our day? 

Zechariah 1:15-16, “That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of wasteness and 
desolation, a day of darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness,  A day of the trumpet 
and alarm against the fenced cities, and against the high towers.” 

 
Speaking of the compromised worship of God which still permeates the church, Amos wrote this: 
 

Amos 5:21, “I hate, I despise your feast days, and I will not smell in your solemn assemblies. Though 
ye offer me burnt offerings and your meat offerings, I will not accept them: neither will I regard the 
peace offerings of your fat beasts.  Take thou away from me the noise of thy songs; for I will not hear 
the melody of thy viols.” 

 
It is because of this anger that God is coming again to vindicate both His name and ours!   
 
Accordingly may God give us the grace to so live out our salvation that we too might reflect Christ’s 
concern both for His worship and His people.  Modifying an expression heard more and more today: If you 
are not angry with what is going on in the Kingdom of God today, you’re not paying attention.  
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