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Well, it is really a tremendous privilege to be with you once again and just during the 
talk, particularly the first talk, I will be ... well both parts. I will be making quite a 
number of references to the church at {?} where I was pastor for 40 years. I am now 
retired from that and itinerating. The reason I mention that is because it can appear when 
you talk about your own situation being involved with you are wanting to draw attention 
to yourself or whatever.  Please, that is not what I want to do. It is just helpful, the 
situation I best know is the one I can speak about with most confidence and authority. So 
it is purely, simply to illustrate in a way that his helpful, I hope, the things I want to say, 
not to draw attention to me or the church as such. 
 
The other thing I would like to start just by a short reading from Acts chapter two from 
verse 42. After Peter’s sermon at Pentecost and then the gathering harvest 3000 souls 
professing faith we read in verse 42 a little description of the early Church which we are 
going to look at. 
 

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, 
to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe, and 
many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. All the 
believers were together and had everything in common.  Selling their 
possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need.  Every day 
they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in 
their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God 
and enjoying the favour of all the people. And the Lord added to their 
number daily those who were being saved.1 

 
Lovely insight there for the very early days when the Spirit of God was moving.  
 
Cultivating our walk with the Lord was the theme that was given to me. I am going to 
divide this into two talks. The first, the responsibility of the church in cultivating our 
walk with the Lord and then later responsibility of the individual in cultivating our walk 
with the Lord.  First of all, the responsibility of the church.  The work of the whole 

                                                
1 Acts 2:42-47. 
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leadership, especially the pastor teacher is to prepare and build and mature the church.   
 
In Ephesians four, we are going not just look at that just very briefly to start with.  In 
western Christianity we are far too individualistic which reflects our individualistic 
culture. But the New Testament reflects eastern culture and is far more community based. 
Nearly all the New Testament letters were written not to individuals, but to churches and 
the Bible’s pictures of the Church are nearly all communal, aren’t they, if you think about 
it.  Family, block, army, citizens, building, body. Here in Ephesians chapter four from 
verse 11.  
 

It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be 
evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God’s people 
for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all 
reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and 
become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fulness of Christ.  
Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and 
blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and 
craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming.  Instead, speaking the truth 
in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, 
Christ. From him the whole body, joined and held together by every 
supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does 
its work.2 

 
Now, friends, this is radically different from western individualism, isn’t it?  Many of the 
Bible encouragements and exhortations to grow, to develop, to mature both spiritually 
and practically are directed towards gathered fellowship, people together, community.  
The assumption is that these challenges must be worked out together within church life. 
Christianity is not cloistered, individualistic monasticism. We are not to neglect 
assembling ourselves together. We must grow together in common life and love, in 
fellowship and in service. So there is huge responsibility placed by the Lord upon the 
church and the leaders of the church to be a community where all the members can grow 
in Christ like maturity and develop our walk with him.   
 
Now this is what we see from the very beginning here in Acts chapter 2:42-47.  It is a 
wonderful picture of shared ministry and worship and life and witness. The apostles were 
taking the lead by teaching God’s truth, God’s Word and clearly their teaching was 
shaping the life and the conduct and the witness of this community which was growing 
rapidly, so that the whole life of a community was geared to the spiritual up building of 
the whole fellowship and of every individual member in their personal walk with the 
Lord. So you have got both going on, the church growing together and each individual 
growing in the Lord. 
 
The challenge for us, every church should be vigorous and passionate and spiritually 
fresh and geared to the spiritual up building of the whole fellowship and each individual. 
So easily we can get into a rut. We can lose that vital freshness. We can be so busy just 
                                                
2 Ephesians 4:11-16.  
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maintaining the familiar structures and routines that we fail to engage closely with the 
spiritual development of our people. That is a challenge for leaders.  
 
What did the apostles’ leadership achieve here? Well, the early Church, we are told, was 
devoted to the things that mattered, the apostles’ teaching, fellowship, the breaking of 
bread and prayer. They were devoted. They were focused and passionate and serious 
minded.  
 
This raises a question. What kind of Christians do we want to be in the 21st century with a 
fast changing work?  What kind of Christians do we want to grow and to mature in our 
churches in this situation?   
 
Raymond Austin, who has written some very helpful things, I am just going to quote 
briefly from him. He says, “Today some of our churches go through a year without 
seeing even one person solidly converted to Christ and the converts we already have are 
in some cases less than jaw dropping by the witness of their lives.” 
 
Tozer argues that we need spiritual energy of sufficient voltage to produce great saints 
again. The breed of mild harmless Christians grown in our generation is but a poor 
sample of what the grace of God can do when it operates in part in the human heart.  The 
emotionalist act of accepting the Lord practiced among us bears little resemblance to the 
whirlwind conversions of the past.  We need the power that transforms, that fills the soul 
with the sweet intoxication that will make a former persecutor be beside himself with the 
love of Christ. Our problem is that with some encouraging exceptions our Christianity 
today seems so utterly insipid.  We have no compelling power. Mediocrity never does. 
 
That is what the whole story is. But there is too much truth in that for comfort and my 
experience, for what it is worth, would bear that out.  There are some precious 
exceptions, praise God. But it seems to me that few converts today are like they were 
perhaps some years ago. From my own experience we saw large numbers saved who 
were keen, from the moment they were saved. They were hungry. They wanted to get 
grounded in the Scriptures, grounded in spiritual life and reality. They were eager, as 
soon as possible, to be baptized. They would be asking for baptism. They wanted to get 
into membership. They were zealous to be at the prayer meetings. They were passionate 
to witness because they were burdened for their loved ones who were lost.  And they 
wanted to see them won for Christ. They were doing the driving. They were pushing the 
doors.  And we were having not cope with this.   
 
I don’t think that is the norm today by a long way, sadly.  It seems there isn't the spiritual 
urgency. There isn’t the spiritual energy in many churches to fire the passion of new 
Christians like this. Many of our churches are far too comfortable and mainly in 
maintenance mode.  Friends, we live in desperately barren days and somehow by God’s 
grace we have got to up our game. Exceptional days call for exceptional Christians and 
for exceptional churches. But we can’t overcome the challenge from relative Atheism and 
militant Islam and the general indifference to the gospel by natural means. We can’t win 
this battle just by better methods, better structures, better techniques and better programs, 
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important though some of that can be. The weapons of our warfare are not carnal. They 
are spiritual to the pulling down of Satan’s strongholds. We have got to do battle 
spiritually with God’s resources. That is where our unique strength lies.  That is where 
we have got to major.   This is the kind of Christians we have got to be, then, in our walk 
with the Lord and seek to produce in our churches and it is a great challenge.  
 
This is what we see in Acts two, Christians experiencing life in the Spirit, the very 
presence of God all enjoy, yes, and supernatural power. What we desperately need, 
churches and leadership which fire the people so that we want this kind of spiritual life, 
we want this kind of experience of God, we want to be challenged, we want to be fired 
up. We want to be spiritually equipped for the challenges of the 21st century so that we 
want to wrestle with God for a mighty outpouring of the Holy Spirit so that we want to be 
truly devoted Christians, devoted to the apostles’ teaching, fellowship, breaking of bread 
{?}.  
 
But here in Acts they devoted themselves serious hunger for God and the things that 
really matter. At the heart of this we see, then, taking these four things. First of all, 
preaching, the priority of teaching and preaching. The apostles, of course, had seen the 
risen Lord, hadn't they? They were still under the influence of the mighty pentecostal 
outpouring. Their preaching was truly feeding and equipping the saints in a holy walk 
with God.  
 
This passage makes this obvious. This is the impact that their preaching was having on 
this young church. The Holy Spirit anointed preaching was powerful both edifying them 
and life changing.   
 
Now preaching and teaching of God’s Word is the strongest feature, I would suggest, in 
churches like this, evangelical mainly reformed type churches. Teaching and preaching 
the Word of God is our strongest feature.   
 
The fear is, friends, that our preaching is filling people’s minds with knowledge and 
understanding far more than touching hearts and transforming live, whole persons. That 
is the danger, the imbalance between the head and the heart. And I guess that is why we 
are meeting today. 
 
We need what the early Church experienced here and which Paul knew was vital.  The 
message must come not in Word only, but in the power and in the demonstration of the 
Holy Spirit.  We need desperately to ask the Father as Jesus said to give the Holy Spirit to 
his Church, Luke 11 verse 13.   Ask the Father to give the Holy Spirit.   
 
Of course, {?} he says, “Isn’t it striking how Jesus assumes that the Holy Spirit is the 
ultimate gift to be desired and received.” He doesn’t even argue the point. It is too 
obvious. We don’t share his assumption because our hearts do not prize his values.  We 
need the Father to send the Holy Spirit.  The Church is represented here today. Pray, 
plead with the Father to give this greatest of all gifts, the Holy Spirit and particularly to 
anoint and empower the preaching of his Word within our churches. Spirit anointed 
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preaching would be of the greatest imaginable benefit to your walk with the Lord.   But 
this isn’t the only way we can help our preachers to develop our walk with the Lord. We 
need to pray and encourage them to preach the whole counsel of God to be bold and not 
to pull there punches. 
 
Friends, we know that so many people today are under immense pressure for time. You 
struggled to get here this morning to find a space in your busy life.  Huge pressure in our 
secular live.  Almost abusive demands are made upon employees and employers 
themselves drive themselves to the limit.  
 
Now because ministers and elders, leaders are caring shepherds, that is what the Lord has 
appointed them to be, they realize, at least to some extent, the kind of pressures you folks 
are under. They are almost afraid to preach a fully biblical discipleship. I have no doubt 
our churches are suffering in consequence. A church elder kept telling me.  “You must 
understand, Bill, that the younger generation are different now. You must realize this. 
The younger generation in our church are different.”  And what he meant is they are not 
as committed. And he thought I wasn’t getting the message.   
 
Another leader said recently, “Christians today just won’t sacrifice like they did a few 
years ago. They won’t.”  
 
Friends, we can’t have a biblical walk without having a biblical discipleship. We must 
encourage our leaders to preach a fully biblical discipleship. Yes, they must preach it 
kindly. Yes, they must preach it with understanding and sympathy of those who are 
facing crushing pressures from the world, but we must encourage our preachers to preach 
the whole truth without compromise.  And this includes a call to consecration and 
sacrifice and a closer walk with the Lord.  Jesus said unless we take up our cross and 
follow him we cannot be his disciples. That sounds pretty clear to me.  And we must 
encourage our preachers to address the heart and not just the head, to show us the glory of 
Christ, the wonder of the gospel, to make the message live by using penetrating 
illustrations and applications. 
 
My wife says much preaching today, she feels, is too masculine. That is the way she 
describes it, addressed to the head only. We need something to warm the heart, all of us.  
 
It is interesting. Dr. Lloyd-Jones, when he was ill he was off and didn’t preach for about 
nine months when he had cancer. And this is what he said. After his time away from the 
pulpit, having sat in churches like this. He may have come here. I don’t know whether he 
did during that time, but for six, nine months he worshipped in churches like this. And his 
comment was this.  It is a great thing to be a listener.  You want something for your soul.  
You want help. I don’t want a great soul. I want to feel the presence of God, but I am 
worshipping him and considering something great and glorious. If I do get that, I don’t 
care how poor the sermon is.  Is it interesting from Lloyd-Jones?  He didn’t want a great 
sermon.  He wanted God. He wanted reality. He wanted the truth on fire, the anointing of 
the Spirit. 
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The great Jonathan Edwards his chief aim in preaching, he said, was to raise the 
affections, the feelings of his people, yes, through truth, but truth anointed.  
 
Paul Cook said, “We mustn’t be satisfied with having doctrine just in our heads, but 
rather as a long and experience our doctrine in our hearts.”  
 
Spurgeon we are told as he climbed the pulpits of the Met Tab repeated, we are told, as 
he went up the step, “I believe in the Holy Spirit. I believe in the Holy Spirit,” as he 
climbed up into the pulpit. He knew that without the Spirit of God, with all his genius, 
nothing would be achieved.  
 
Friends, we must pray. We must encourage. We must free our preachers from wrong 
constraints so that they can open their hearts with preaching that inspires, that throbs with 
passion for Jesus, preaching that can’t get over the grace of God, preaching that moves us 
to worship, preaching that arrests and inspires us and causes us to long and year for a 
closer walk with the Lord. 
 
Well, you say, “Hang on a minute. That will put our preachers under too much pressure. 
How are they going to cope with that pressure?” 
 
General Booth, one of his children when he was getting older, one of his children 
returned from an evangelistic tour, crusade or whatever, came home after being away for 
some time. The old general said, “How did you get on?” 
 
“Well, I did my best, father,” was the reply.  
 
And the old general wasn’t satisfied with that. “With God you can do better than your 
best,” he said. “With God you an do better than your best.” 
 
Friends, so can our pastors, our preachers. You really pray. Friend, you really pray of the 
Holy Spirit, all of you. And really encourage your preachers, all of you and listen better 
than you have ever listened before so that the preaching becomes a dialog in the Spirit. 
Then God may amaze you and your preachers will rise up and bless you.   
 
I came across this lonely quote from an old Banner of Truth magazine from a late 
American professor, Dr. John Broaddus. He said, “When a man who is apt to teach, a 
preacher, whose soul is on fire with the truth which he trusts has saved him and hopes 
will save others, speaks to fellow men face to face, eye to eye, an electric sympathies 
flow to and fro between him and his hearers till they lift each other up. Note it, lift each 
other up. Preacher lifting congregation. Congregation lifting preacher. Then they lift each 
other up higher and higher to the most intense thoughts and the most impassioned 
emotions higher and yet higher till they are borne as on chariots of fire above this world. 
There is a power to move men, to influence character, life, destiny such as no printed 
page can ever possess.” 
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I think that is a tremendous description of preaching.  It is a two way thing. It is an 
activity of the Spirit both ways, a mutual encouragement, a mutual worshipping. A 
preacher is truly preaching under anointing of the Spirit is actually worshipping as he is 
preaching. He is exalting Christ in his heart and a congregation will worship with it and 
encouraging each other, lifting in thought and experience, truth and the work of the 
Spirit.   
 
Anointed preaching is God’s primary way to inspire and equip us to develop our walk 
with the Lord.  Thy devoted themselves to the apostles teaching.  But it wasn’t just 
teaching that their teaching was leading the church.  Already you see here the infant 
church had a simple structure, those four things: apostles’ teaching, fellowship, breaking 
of bread and prayer. There as a simple structure already.  Clear priorities.   
 
By their teaching the apostles were leading from the front and establishing those 
priorities and the people were devoted followers in their walk with the Lord. Now today 
also leaders must be seen to lead from the front by example with the support of the 
congregation.  Leadership isn’t to be like a secret society.  
 
Someone complained to me the other day concerning their own leadership.  Very 
intelligent senior man and he said to me, it is like a secret society. We have no idea what 
they are up to and what plans they have got and what ... and how they come to any 
decisions.  We have no idea. We are kept totally out of it, a secret society.   
 
If we want our people to walk with the Lord in faith and in trust and in joyful obedience 
they must see the church has been led in that way. Let me give you a few examples 
quickly.  Seeking God’s guidance. It should be clear to the church that decisions are not 
just pragmatic, for convenience, but where possible make an obedience to Scripture so 
that Christians learn from their church life that Scripture is also to be their guide for their 
own personal walk with the Lord. So I suggest decisions should not just be imposed by 
leaders, but should be clear to the whole church that the mind of Christ has been earnestly 
sought in prayer and, where possible, with major decisions the whole church should be 
involved and participate in praying for the Lord’s guidance.  The whole church learns and 
grows when we see the Lord opening and closing doors in response to our prayers. 
 
If the church doesn’t openly practice this, its dependence upon God, how will our people 
grow and seek the Lord’s guidance in their own personal walk with the Lord, especially  
young Christians. They need to see the Lord is leading the Church, the Lord is bringing 
decisions. It is the mind of Christ that is being sought. And people need to see that and to 
be involved in seeking his will that they, too, may apply this into their own personal 
lives. 
 
It is the same with church finance. The church should be led in such a way that it is clear 
to all that finance is just as much a spiritual matter as the rest of church life.  The amount 
of money in the bank shouldn’t necessarily determine and restrict the church’s activity as 
you know so often it does. It can be a kind of an easy cop out, can’t it. Well, of course, 
we know what we ought to be doing. We know what our responsibility should be. We 
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have an evangelistic responsibility as a sort... we know what we ought to do, don’t we?  
We can’t afford it, so we can’t do it. It is always a kind of really, what, {?}.  We don’t 
have to do it because we haven’t got the money, so move on.   
 
And more and more, the longer I have been involved in Christian... I see this as a kind of 
cop out, an easy way out. Well, what a relief. We haven’t got enough money. We don’t 
have to do it.  Now I know that is exaggeration and I don’t want... Friends, there is too 
much truth in that also for comfort. So often money rules. Ok?  {?} That is how people 
are going to manage their own finances {?}. Why not? That is what the church does. That 
this what I should do. 
 
The Lord owns the cattle on a thousand hills and the gold in every mine. And when the 
Lord’s people will prayerfully and wisely, not irresponsibly, but wisely step out in faith, 
God is able to provide far more than is in the bank and churches have to learn this {?} 
they say {?} was able to train so may assistant ministers and maintain its evangelism for 
30 years. We hardly ever had the money at the time of decision, church meetings. We 
called our second full time worker and our third full time worker, our fourth full time 
worker. All with families, all paid full salaries, men with families.  Friends, the money 
just wasn’t there. The evangelism that was involved, very expensive, the literature we 
produced and all the rest of it. Hardly ever was the money here. 
 
I think one year on a budget of 100,000 or something it was seven pounds in the bank at 
the end of the year.  {?} the end of the month.  Now I know that is a bit extreme. It 
wasn’t always like that. Don’t misunderstand me. But the church was pushing to make 
the ... to trust the Lord. The church was pushing. The leaders were leading.  We want you 
to step out in faith and trust and he wonderfully provided all of those years. 
 
Friend, if the church isn’t led in this way to trust the Lord to provide our {?} how can we 
expect our people to trust the Lord? How can we expect them to tithe their income, to 
handle their own finances in a spiritual way in their own personal walk with the Lord?  
The way the church is led, the way decisions are made, the way that finances are handled. 
Leading from the front. 
 
The whole church must be run as a spiritual community, the body of Christ. The only 
church was living in spiritual, electrifying atmosphere. The dunamis, the dynamite, the 
dynamic power of the Holy Spirit had just been poured out at Pentecost and the apostles 
were preaching, of course, under this fresh anointing.  It all seemed a little {?}. This was 
fresh in their minds.  So they were very conscious of his living presence among them. 
And this is why the resurrection of Jesus is so prominent, isn’t it, in the early messages, 
in the early sermons in Acts. It was an awesome and a filling atmosphere to begin at that 
time.  
 
Now the circumstances were unique. They were unrepeatable. We can’t reproduce that 
today in exactly that way.  But in essence this must always be our guide and our goal. We 
are not running a well managed organization. Are we? Well, I hope not. I don’t meant it 
should be chaotic, but it is much more than that.  We are running a live spiritual 
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fellowship in the presence of the risen, living Lord Jesus and in the dynamic power of the 
Holy Spirit. That is what a church is.  It should be very clear to all that this is what the 
life of our church is all about. It is a place of balance, Scripture and the great doctrines of 
Scripture are always the foundation, the touchstone for all our faith and conduct. That is 
Scripture brought alive by the Holy Spirit and doctrines which are not just known in our 
heads, but believed and lived in our hearts so that it is clear to all we are worshipping and 
serving with spiritual energy in the power and presence of the living Savior, a felt Christ. 
 
Did you know that the famous infidel philosopher Frederic Nietzsche he nearly became a 
Christian, but he couldn’t make up his mind. Should he be a Christian or an Atheist? So 
he went to live for a while among Christians who were reputed to be very devout.  He 
wanted to see if their Christianity was genuine. So he went to live among them.  That is 
the best way I can find out. Is Christianity real? Is God real? Is this the way for my life? I 
will go and live among them.  
 
Then if the tragic result, remember, was this.  His tragic conclusion: These Christians 
would have to look a lot more redeemed before I will believe in their Redeemer. Living 
among professing Christians he didn’t see spiritual reality and this drove him into 
militant Atheism with tragic consequences, evil influence upon Hitler and, of course 
Nietzsche was the spiritual father of Nazism, wasn’t it?  If only he had seen more reality 
when he lived among Christians. The point is an obvious one, friends.  If he spent some 
time in this church or the church you come from this morning what would he conclude? 
Do we have a living God? Or is it all a myth? It is a challenge.   
 
I am so glad that the people, the thing that people most remember about the years of {?} 
is they still speak about it today was the almost tangible presence of the Lord, the reality 
of God’s presence. It should be evident in the church that Christianity is a healthy balance 
between head and heart. When our people will seek to develop that balance in their 
homes and in their personal walk with the Lord. 
 
Well, those are just a few examples. The Church was led, first of all, by the apostles’ 
teaching. Example and teaching.  But they were devoted to fellowship as well. The 
apostles’ teaching, of course the other two will be much shorter, by the way.  
 
The word fellowship means sharing. Having things in common. It also carries the 
meaning of generous.  So they shared their newfound life together with generosity of 
heart and action. This is what we see here reading from verse 44. 
 

All the believers were together and had everything in common.  Selling 
their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need.  Every 
day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke 
bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts,  
praising God...3 

 

                                                
3 Acts 2:44-47. 
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There is a real sense of sharing and of generous giving and community. They were 
sharing not just physical, but spiritual, encouragement.   
 
Friend, we mustn’t play down the physical.  Care for the fatherless and the widow, the 
single parent, the bereaved, the abused, the vulnerable, very important. This humanitarian 
care must always be a vital part of our shared life. I always felt practical help and 
generosity was an important part of our pastoral care which pleases the Lord, encourages 
generosity of heart in every area of church life. I also came to believe that mean 
spiritedness and neglect of needy folk grieves the Spirit and perhaps even quenches the 
Spirit and withholds God’s blessing. So let’s not play down the practical humanitarian 
love and care which we see so wonderfully in the ministry of the Lord Jesus. 
 
Let me just give two instances very early on which taught us a lot. A young couple, Mike 
and Betty Wild, were saved out of world.  They brought with them serious debt from 
their past life. This was a burden. It was hindering their spiritual growth. They couldn’t 
put the past behind them because of this awful weight, this awful debt that was brought 
into {?}. I mentioned this in confidence to a small number of individuals who I felt might 
be willing and able to help.  The amount needed to clear the debt was several thousand 
pounds in today’s money.  We asked the Lord to guide each person as they gave.  Each 
person put a sum of money in an unmarked envelope, including my wife of herself. When 
we opened the envelopes nobody knew who had given what.  When we opened to the 
envelopes to our amazement, the combined amount given was almost exactly just a few 
shillings in the old money short of the total debt. So we are talking to in the thousands in 
modern money.   
 
The reason it was short was by a few pence as we would say now, was because the Lord 
had laid on our hearts, Christine’s and mine, an odd amount. We thought this couldn’t be 
right and we rounded it down to the nearest pound. The fault was ours.  That is why it 
was a few pence short.  
 
You make what you like of that, but that is what happened.  And though the debt was a 
large amount the Lord had led us independently to give the exact amount. What was the 
spiritual outcome? This young couple grew wonderfully in the grace and knowledge of 
the Lord. Mike became my right hand man and full time evangelist and home visited for 
30 years. God vindicated generous, practical fellowship.  It was all part of our walk with 
the Lord, obedience in a practical way. 
 
{?} at one of our very first house groups... remember the church was only tiny, just a 
handful of people in these days. One of our house groups, a young couple brought with 
them a young woman with about four children, brought to the house group meeting. This 
little family had been thrown out on the streets in York by the husband in the most 
distressing circumstances and they had found their way to {?} and they had been taken in 
by this young couple. They were lovingly taken in, but they were struggling to provide 
for them.   
 



Page 11 of 14 
 

Well, we were meeting in our house group house was a man called Jeff, a young bank 
manager, had just been appointed.  At the end of that meeting he emptied his wallet. I 
don’t know how much he had there.  Everything he had in the house, as far as I know, he 
gave that night to that young couple to help them provide for that mother and children.  
The next morning in the post he received a totally unexpected income tax rebate which 
covered the amount he had given.  He could hardly believe it.   
 
We learn from those things and others that the Lord is no man’s debtor, because he loves 
a cheerful, literally a hilarious giver.  And there are rich spiritual blessings when 
Christians are generous in their fellowship. So  years later when it came to the miner’s 
strike our mining families, we had a lot of miners in the church converted, when they 
were in serious difficulty and struggling to feed their children we didn’t hesitate to 
support each family with 25 pounds a week which was a lot of money in those days. And 
right away through it was a long strike.  But the church was able to do it. God made it 
possible. Generous fellowship lovingly shares material humanitarian resources and meets 
practical needs.  But equally we must share our spiritual resources and experience.  
 
Again, may I draw from my experience?  {?} the early Church the Lord continually 
brought in new converts. There was generous sharing of the Lord, of his blessings in the 
most natural and spontaneous ways, after services in meetings. People wanted to talk 
about the Lord.  They wanted to talk about the ministry. They wanted to talk about what 
God was saying to them. People shared how the Lord was leading them and dealing with 
them in their live. They shared Scripture verses and passages from the Bible which had 
been a blessing for them and they wanted to share that blessing, pass it on. Equally they 
shared Christian books and they had read a book that blessed them. They were passing it 
on and sharing with others. The church had its own book shop and a book store and folk 
were always recommending and encouraging each other to read.  
 
You have got to remember that a large proportion of the people were not educated people 
in the sense that we understand. They weren’t graduates or professional people. They 
were miners, factory workers, this kind of thing. There were professional people, of 
course, but the majority were not. They were very ordinary folk who probably never read 
anything but The Sun or The Daily Mirror until they were converted, if that.  
 
And I may have mentioned this before and I would say one young woman who she 
helped with school meals. She had very little education. I found she was reading John 
Owen, Jonathan Edwards and I said, “Do you understand what you are reading on?” She 
said, “Well not everything, no, but I feel these men knew God,” she said, “I feel they 
knew God.” She was getting blessing from it.  
 
But this is the Spirit of God. That doesn’t help naturally, but it all came to a natural 
encouragement, sharing the Lord, sharing what he was doing, how that he was answering 
prayer in their lives. It was naturally spontaneous. Very stimulating and encouraging 
atmosphere to be all completely natural and continuous as we grew and served together. 
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Visiting preachers, interesting, they found such natural down to earth spiritual reality and 
prayerfulness, totally surprising and refreshing. People like Andrew Davis you might 
have known used to come up a lot to preach at missions. People.... many that you would 
have known. They found it totally surprising and refreshing. Then Dr. {?} new converts 
all into this atmosphere quite naturally embraced this spirituality as the norm for their 
Christian life.  They knew nothing else.  
 
Just recently a minister friend in York told me of recent conversions and baptisms there 
in the evangelical church in York. He said, “All they want to talk about is the way the 
Lord is answering prayer in their lives.”   
 
Friends, I mentioned one basic point.  Natural spiritual reality in the church will 
inevitably encourage spiritual reality in our day to day walk with the Lord.  The early 
Christians were devoted to fellowship. They were devoted to the breaking of bread. 
Scholars seem to agree that it was a specific celebration of the death of Christ, the Lord’s 
supper, that probably took place within the context of a shared meal.   
 
So regular, probably daily, breaking of bread kept the atoning death of Christ at the very 
heart of church life. So from the start the church was built on a cross centered spiritual 
life.  And this would have powerfully impacted their lives, the broken body, the shed 
blood of Jesus on the cross had saved them from a terrifying hell and secured their eternal 
security in heaven.  They had been rescued. They had bee bought at an incredibly high 
price. They were loved with a compelling love. They were forgiven and accepted and 
justified, free from condemnation. They were no longer their own, but bought with 
precious blood. And, therefore, they belonged absolutely and entirely to Jesus Christ. 
And all this inspired and compelled them to be fully consecrated living sacrifice who 
would gladly take up their cross and follow Jesus wherever he led.  
 
Again, {?} we found it helpful to break bread every Sunday morning. They still do that to 
keep the cost of our redemption constantly before us and the reality that we now belong 
entirely to Jesus. When the full cost of our redemption is given its right place when the 
church is built on a cross centered spirituality it is bound to impact each individual in 
their personal walk with the Lord and people will identify with C. T. Stubbs if Jesus 
Christ be God and died for me, then no sacrifice can be too great for me to make for him.  
 
And then, finally, they were devoted to the prayers, literally, in the original. So this refers 
not to private prayer, primarily, but to united gathering for prayer in homes and, perhaps, 
they were still meeting for prayer in the temple.  It does seem for a time that they were. 
 
So what did they pray about?  Well, verse 46 and 47: 
 

Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They 
broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts,  
praising God and enjoying the favour of all the people. And the Lord 
added to their number daily those who were being saved.4 

                                                
4 Acts 2:46-47 
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What did they pray about? Well, the had glad and sincere hearts. There was much joy and 
praise. The Lord was adding to their number daily. There was much prayer for the work 
of the gospel and they were praying in response to the challenge of the apostles’’ 
preaching. Like all new converts they would be thrilled to see others saved, very 
prayerful for their own loved ones and friends and so on. This was a spiritually charged 
atmosphere. Miracles were being performed at the hands of the apostles. Lives were 
being changed daily. Jesus Christ was evidently among them. Prayer would have been as 
natural to them as breathing.  The man would have been almost praying without ceasing.   
 
Again, it was, as I say, it was a glorious and unique time for the early Church. We can’t 
exactly reproduce that.  But, again, I would say, for years many if not most of the church 
at {?} enjoyed true God given shared fellowship in prayer. It was as if they couldn’t get 
together often enough to pray together.  Those who had common concerns, they wanted 
to get together and pray with others. For example, those who had unconverted husbands 
were some who had unconverted wives, but there were a lot more who had unconverted 
husbands, they formed prayer groups around the town in their areas to plea with God for 
the conversion of their husbands. Each children’s and youth activity had their prayer 
meeting support.  {?} groups spent time in prayer.  Missionary and other support groups 
met to pray. A whole day was given once a year to pray for the conversion of every child 
and young person by name on the prayer calendar. It would be more than 100 names of 
children and young people as time went on. And every child was prayed for by name and 
we are still seeing answers to those prayers even in the last few months they have been 
answered.  
 
A whole day was given to pray for the son of a church family who dropped out of 
Liverpool University.  He was a very gifted mathematician, but he became deeply 
damaged by drugs and drink and particularly the occult.  His life was in such a mess we 
were praying for his life. His life was in danger.  A whole day was given just to pray for 
this young man who later professed conversion.   
 
There were regular half nights of prayer. These were enthusiastically anticipated and 
supported and we didn’t always finish at midnight. The Lord revealed that Saturday 
nights particularly, just before the Lord’s day were also to be a special evening for prayer 
and this has continued almost every Saturday night without short cut for about 40 years, 
still continues, praying for the Lord’s Day, praying for the Lord’s blessing. All this and 
much more prayer supported the life and witness of the church and encouraged each other 
in a prayerful walk with the Lord in our every day life.  
 
There is three things and I close. It is time that I finished. I mentioned very quickly three 
things.  First of all, the prayer chain.  Telephone numbers so that within a few minutes if 
there is a particular need, situation, spiritual or physical on the phone and {?} 10, 15, 20 
Christians praying. Second thing, praying for individuals at specific times, particularly 
amongst the women. If there was a situation that needed support, serious support, one 
person, then others would agree to pray at a particular time, favorite time was 10 o'clock 
at night. And at that time the person themselves would be praying and two or three others 
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would be praying with them at the same time and pray for difficult situations.  That 
personal prayer support in different places, but praying together in the Lord. And thirdly I 
would mention, finally, open prayer at the Lord’s table. And that was when we had broke 
bread every Sunday morning. We still do. Open prayer in response to the ministry. These 
were some of the most precious times when we knew the Lord drawing near. One 
unforgettable occasion when there is such a sense of the Lord’s presence, several people 
in particularly one part of the church they said after they were afraid to open their eyes 
they though if they had opened their eyes they would have seen the Lord Jesus. 
 
Now, you may want {?} of that. All I am saying is how they felt.  They felt that his 
presence was so real. You can’t manufacture that and nor should we try and you might 
what to interpret it in different ways, but the is the sense of the Lord’s presence so often 
on Sunday morning around the Lord’s table, we have that time of open prayer in response 
to the ministry of his Word and visitors used to have a profound impact upon visitors and 
students from the university. Some of our young folk at university they would bring 
home friends for the weekend and had never experienced anything like it, a sense of 
God’s presence in that time around the Lord’s table, had a profound effect. One young 
man just after several years training for the ministry in America he had just become 
pastor of a church in the midlands, a big church, a university church in the midlands. I 
think he would probably pinpoint coming to those services and that time of prayer as a 
turning point in his life, an exceptionally gifted young man.  
 
Well, there we are, friends. Nothing profound, nothing new, nothing original, very 
simple. Part of our responsibility and our walk with the Lord lies with the church, the 
church must seek to generate that desire, that {?} that passion, that energy that people 
want to grow in their personal walk with the Lord, responsibility of the church.  
 


