
GOD’S PURPOSE FOR YOUR LIFE
PART 3–YIELDING TO CHRIST AS LORD

PHILIPPIANS 2:5-11

Introduction
Those of us who believe the Bible understand and know that we humans are
God's special Creation.   The Psalmist said:
Psalms 139:14–“I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made:
marvellous are thy works; and that my soul knoweth right well.”   

Science continues to study the human body and though it has learned a great
deal about our bodies and how they work, there seems to be more and more
that they find that they did not previously know.  (“scientific breakthroughs”) 

But one of the most basic questions that Science cannot answer is "What
is life? What is it that makes us alive?"  If a person is in an accident and say
some organ is damaged, though the organ might be able to be surgically
repaired or one might be transplanted, if the life has gone out of the body and
that person is dead, the life does not return to it!  Man cannot put life into a
body once it has left!

The reason is simple. God is the source of life and He created us.  Our life
comes from Him!  Life did not come by chance as the evolutionists tell say! 
Inert matter does not produce life!  Man is alive because God gave him life!

God put us here for a reason and has given us life for a purpose!  
If we follow God’s purpose for our lives, we will live a satisfying and
abundant life and when we die we will go to heaven where God is and we will
exist there with Him for all eternity! 

We know this because God has revealed to us both Who He is and what His
plan for our lives is!  He also tells us exactly who and what we are and
what we must to do in order to be made whole again and live a purposeful
life!

Adam, the first man, sinned against God!  He did not fulfill the purpose for
which he was made! 
Romans 5:12–“Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and
death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:”   
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God made man in His image, giving man an intellect, emotions, and a will! 
Adam used his will and chose to disobey God and thereby brought sin and its
consequences into the world and so we, as his decedents, are all born sinners!

A sinner can only produce what he is!  So, Adam's sons and daughters were
born sinners like their father and mother!   Adam and Eve produced sinners!

However, God in His mercy and grace, offered man redemption and
forgiveness from sin!  Man was a sinner unable to save himself and therefore
only God Himself could make atonement for sin, so God came to the earth, in
the form of human flesh, and on Calvary's Cross died for the sins of all the
world! 

For a man to receive forgiveness of sin, he must accept God's pardon for
sin!  He does that by simply trusting in God’s provision of His Son!
The Bible calls this “the Gospel”!  Which simply means “the good news!”
The bad news is that we are all sinners and the wages of sin is death!
The good news is that God sent His only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into
the world to pay the wages of our sin!  And if we, simply by faith place our 
trust in what Jesus did for us on the Cross, we can have eternal life! 

From that time on we are given life and we can begin to live our lives as God
would have us to live!   And we can fulfill God’s purpose in our lives!

At the moment a person is saved the Bible says he is "born again". 
He receives the indwelling of the Spirit of God, whose purpose is to give the
believer the ability to live for Christ— to live a righteous and pure life!

After one is saved, if he is truly saved, it is normal that he begins to grow
spiritually!  He learns how to live the life God has purposed for him!  And as
he learns more and grows, he begins to walk more and more in God’s purpose.

The process begins when a person recognizes that our ultimate purpose is
to glorify Christ our Lord!  That gives us the purpose, the reason to do what
God has said!
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When we believe and put our trust in the Lord, we begin to fulfill our
purpose for being created!  

For example: It is like a person who makes things. When the thing is finished
and it does what it was created to do, that reflects on its creator! It is satisfying
to know that what you made accomplishes what you intended it to do!

God is pleased then when a person accepts the fact that he is God's creation
and he then begins to seek to fulfill God’s purpose for his life on this earth!
Because when that happens, God is glorified in us!

Because, when we truly seek to fulfill God’s purpose, we WILL do as God
instructs us, because we have come to know that He knows what is best for us!

Part of this process of growing is yielding to Christ as the Lord of our life!
That’s what I want us to see this morning.  And Jesus is our example!
(READ THE TEXT!)

I. IN ORDER TO BE SAVED, A PERSON MUST ACCEPT JESUS
CHRIST AS SAVIOR AND LORD!
A. It Is A Fatal Mistake For A Man To Reject Christ And

Waste His Life And Spend An Eternity In Hell.
Mark 8:36– “For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the
whole world, and lose his own soul?”   

(There is no position, no power, no possessions, no pride, no
anything that is worth losing your own soul over!)

B. The Greatest Sin Is To Reject Christ And To Refuse To
Trust Him And Receive Him As Saviour And Lord!
In John 16:9, Jesus said He sent the Holy Spirit into the world
to convict men of "sin because they believe not on me". 

But, if a person believes on the Lord Jesus Christ and Who He
truly is, both God and Lord, then they will also believe that He
should be worshiped and followed!
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Jesus said in John 5:23–" That all men should honour the Son,
even as they honour the Father. He that honoureth not the Son
honoureth not the Father which hath sent him.”   

There are those who say that they believe in God, but they
reject Christ!   God says you cannot give Him glory and
obey Him while at the same time rejecting His Son! 

Many today accept false substitutes for what is real and true!
There is a lot of false teaching about what the Bible says and
about what God's wonderful plan is and, unfortunately, many
people are being deceived!

They think they are getting the real thing, but in time will find
out it is a lie!

In the same light, many folks for many reasons profess to know
God yet they do not worship His Son!  Others claim to know
the Son and yet nothing has changed in their lives as they
continually live their lives in the same old pattern of sin and
they continue to practice ungodliness in their lives! 

Listen, the proof of what one truly is, is what is on the inside! 
And what is inside will affect one's life on the outside!  
(Cf.  Mark 7:15-23)

C. Jesus Christ Must Be Confessed As Saviour And Lord For
Salvation!
What is the Bible saying when it says that Jesus Christ Is Lord?

The word “LORD” means “A master, a person possessing
supreme power and authority; a ruler; a governor. As a title of
respect is applied to kings.”  The Bible says that Jesus is said
the be the KING of kings and the LORD of lords!  
(i.e.  He alone reigns SUPREME!)

 

Page 4 of  11



GOD’S PURPOSE FOR YOUR LIFE
PART 3–YIELDING TO CHRIST AS LORD

PHILIPPIANS 2:5-11

Jesus asked this question in Luke 6:46–“And why call ye me,
Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?” 

There are those who say, “I will take Christ as my Savior” but
then they refuse to acknowledge Him as Lord of their lives!

Romans 10:9–"That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the
Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved."

To be saved the verse says we must at least confess that
Christ is our sovereign Lord!

IN ORDER TO BE SAVED, A PERSON MUST ACCEPT JESUS
CHRIST AS SAVIOR AND LORD! 

II. AFTER SALVATION, IN ORDER TO GROW SPIRITUALLY,
A BELIEVER MUST YIELD TO CHRIST AS THE LORD OF
HIS LIFE!
A. Christ Jesus Is, In Fact, The Lord Of Every Child Of God!

The Lord rules whether we obey Him or not!
One's disobedience does not affect God, but it affects us!

Not to submit to the rule of Christ is sin!
The very first of the Ten Commandments says we are to
worship no other God!  You can’t worship God and not
recognize Jesus as our sovereign Lord!

Acknowledging Christ as both Lord and Savior, is the
beginning of salvation!

A person's Christian life is then built on that foundation! 
And with that in place, everything else falls into place! 
But without it, it not does even begin!
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B. After Confessing Christ As Lord, We Can Choose And
Exercise Our Will To Let Him Direct Us Or Not!
Let me give you an illustration to help with this:
In 1868, J.W. Powell, took a group of men down the Colorado
River to explore the Grand Canyon. About 3/4 of the way
through the canyon, the trip began to get hard. They had lost
food and supplies and one of their boats. Three of the men
began to question Powell's leadership and left the party
supposing to walk across land to St. George. They were never
seen again! 

Powell was the one with the knowledge and vision. He knew
much more than did they, yet they chose to follow their
reasoning and rejected Powell's sound advice. Powell was in
a sense the "lord" of the expedition, which means the "one who
has the power, the master, or ruler." They died because they
thought themselves to be more capable than he was and it was
a fatal mistake.

God has given us the Bible, His written Word to instruct us, yet
many reject both God and His Word in their lives!  There are
many who know what they should be doing, but for many
different reasons they ignore it or reject it in their lives!

When we choose to ignore Christ’s Lordship and His will, we
do so to our own peril!

IN ORDER TO BE SAVED, A PERSON MUST ACCEPT JESUS
CHRIST AS  SAVIOR AND LORD! 

IN ORDER TO GROW SPIRITUALLY A BELIEVER MUST YIELD TO
CHRIST AS THE LORD OF HIS LIFE.
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III. THE AIM OF OUR LIFE SHOULD BE TO BRING GLORY TO
GOD!
A. First, By Receiving Him As Our Lord And Savior, We

Allow Him To Cloth Us With His Righteousness.
1. When we accept and acknowledge Who He is and

receive Him as our Lord and Savior, God is glorified!

2. At that moment, we receive the indwelling Holy Spirit
and receive a new nature that enables us to live for God.
God indwells us and He is glorified!

3. When we then yield ourselves to Him as the Lord of our
lives, He is glorified in that we live a productive life!
That is, we live life as God created us to live!  Our
yielding to Him as the Lord of our life means that we
know He wants the best for us and we accept that!

4. When we obey the Lord Jesus Christ, God is glorified! 
When our lives are shaped by doing right, He is
glorified!

B. No Part Of Our Lives Is Excluded From Bringing Glory To
The Lord.
1 Corinthians 10:31–"Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or
whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.”   

Even eating and drinking–i.e. what we put in our bodies. 

“Whatsoever ye do”–i.e. that means everything else.

This thing of Christ ruling in our lives is at the very center of
our Christian lives and should not be viewed as something that
is optional for us!  It is what is BEST for us!
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C. To Bring Glory To God In Our Lives Means We Must
Yield To Christ Or Submit To Christ In Every Area!  
What then are some principles regarding submitting to Christ?
1. We will find that yielding to Christ as Lord will

involve some sacrifices on our part. 
Serving Christ means serving Him at all costs. 
Paul says we are to present our bodies a living sacrifice
unto God in Romans 12:1. 

But listen, what we sacrifice is our own faulty plans and
desires, which we put aside in order to do what is so
much better and right.

2. Take Peter as an example.   (John 21:3)
Peter gave a great deal of verbal assent to living for
Christ but failed over and over again. 

 Peter, walked on the water, but about half way out
failed. 

Peter, made the confession, that Jesus was the Christ the
son of the Living God. 

Peter said he would never deny Christ, yet he did, three
times as Christ said he would on the day the Lord was
arrested. 

After the crucifixion, Peter failed again and went back
to fishing.

         He failed over and over again. But, because he was a
child of God, Christ continued to seek Peter, so that
Peter might follow God's plan for his life!

         I don’t know but I think Peter could have said
something like this: 
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"I've failed every test Christ has given be....I'm not cut
out for this and thus I will go back to what I know...I go
fishing."

         Others, saw him, looked up to him and followed him!
They fished all night and caught nothing!

Then the Lord Jesus Christ appeared to him, telling him
three times...   “ feed my sheep.”

         That was the Lord’s will for Peter!  And Peter would
never be happy or fulfilled until he did just that! 

Peter then, from that moment forward, returned to
obeying Christ, and was greatly used of the Lord!

But, it took sacrifice on Peter's part!

D. Down through history many have sacrificed their whole
lives to the Lord, following His will, and great things have
been done!
Missionaries have gone around the world giving themselves
even unto death to follow the Lord!  As a result many people
have heard the Gospel of Jesus Christ and received Him as their
Savior and Lord!

Christians by the millions have died at the hands of pagans in
many countries—some have even died at the hand of religious
folks who were deceived...all for the sake of Christ!

         Some have given their all, even their lives to serve Christ!
Many times their families and wives and Children were placed
in peril and some died!

Hebrews 11:38 says "of whom the world was not worthy".

Page 9 of  11

GOD’S PURPOSE FOR YOUR LIFE
PART 3–YIELDING TO CHRIST AS LORD

PHILIPPIANS 2:5-11

There was not a price too high for them!

What about us?  What has the Lord called us to? 
Specifically speaking, I can’t answer for you of where the
Lord would have you to go or what the Lord has called you
to do for Him!

But there are some things that I do know from God’s Word
that the Lord wants from all of us who name the name of
Christ!:
1. Every Christian is called to make sacrifices and to

separate from living like this sinful world!

2. Every Christian is to give of his time, his talent, his
treasure and even his prayers to his Church and help it
to reach out to others for Christ!

3. On Sunday, He is to come faithfully to Church and
assemble with other believers to worship the Lord and
honor Him!

E. But Listen,  If We Put Limits On What We Will Do, Then
We Are Not Yielding To Christ As The Lord Of Our Life!
We must be willing to pay the price, sometimes of being
embarrassed, defamed, or dishonored by the world, or settling
for less of the world's material things!

And until we get to the point where we are willing to obey the
Lord at all costs, then we will never be truly content nor will
we fully grow as we should spiritually!

The peace that comes from abiding in the Lord Jesus Christ
will escape us!

But, more than that, one day, at the judgment seat of Christ we
must all give an account of how we followed the Lord!
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Conclusion
Many think by following Christ they will loose too much.  They think that
serving Christ means not enjoying life as they want too and that they will miss
out on the good things, give up possessions, yet nothing is further from the
truth.

"He is no fool who gives up what he cannot keep to gain what he can not lose"
"Only one life twill soon be past, only what done for Christ will last".

Are you acknowledging Jesus Christ for who He is?  

He is the Savior of the world!   But is He your Savior?

He is LORD of ALL!  But are you yielding your life to Him personally as
your Lord?

Page 11 of  11


