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KJV – Revelation 5:1-14 

 

“The Revelation of Jesus Christ – Lesson-13” 

Introduction: 
 
     Chapters four and five of Revelation are designed to establish the sovereign greatness of God and 
to show that God is the only One who is worthy to pour out judgment. Chapter four established the 
worthiness of God at His throne. Chapter five establishes the worthiness of Jesus Christ at His 
throne.  
 
     Only God is worshipped at the throne of God and since this chapter shows that Jesus Christ is 
worshipped at the throne of God and that He is authorized to pour out all the judgments of God, this 
is a great chapter that proves Jesus Christ is God. It also shows that all authority of judgment comes 
from the Lamb. Up to this point there has been no sign of the Lamb, but now He steps into the 
spotlight and fills the stage of the universe, drawing every eye and prompting an endless applause. 
 
Revelation 5:1-14 

1 And I saw in the right hand of him that sat on the throne a book written within and on the backside, 
sealed with seven seals. 

2 And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who is worthy to open the book, and to loose 
the seals thereof? 

3 And no man in heaven, nor in earth, neither under the earth, was able to open the book, neither to 
look thereon. 

4 And I wept much, because no man was found worthy to open and to read the book, neither to look 
thereon. 

5 And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of 
David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof. 

6 And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, 
stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of 
God sent forth into all the earth. 

7 And he came and took the book out of the right hand of him that sat upon the throne. 

8 And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and four and twenty elders fell down before the 
Lamb, having every one of them harps, and golden vials full of odours, which are the prayers of saints. 
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9 And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for 
thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and 
people, and nation; 

10 And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth. 

11 And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about the throne and the beasts and the 
elders: and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands; 

12 Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and 
wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing. 

13 And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the 
sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him 
that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever. 

14 And the four beasts said, Amen. And the four and twenty elders fell down and worshipped him that 
liveth for ever and ever. 

     The book of His judgments given to the Son, the Lamb is the title deed to the universe. This is the 
contract of judgment, typical of various kinds of contracts in the ancient world, including deeds, 
marriage contracts, rental and lease agreements and wills. The inside of the scroll would contain 
the details of the contract; the outside would contain the summary of the document. In this case it is 
a deed contract, accompanied with judgments, the title deed to the universe.  
 
     During the times of the Romans they would seal their wills seven times; seven different seals 
were applied to prevent unauthorized entry. Hebrew title deeds required a minimum of three 
witnesses and three separate seals. The more important the transaction the more witness it would 
require and therefore more seals. 
 
Revelation 5:1-4 

1 And I saw in the right hand of him that sat on the throne a book written within and on the backside, 
sealed with seven seals. 

2 And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who is worthy to open the book, and to loose 
the seals thereof? 

3 And no man in heaven, nor in earth, neither under the earth, was able to open the book, neither to 
look thereon. 

4 And I wept much, because no man was found worthy to open and to read the book, neither to look 
thereon. 

     The participles used in verse one “written” and “sealed” are perfect tense, which means this 
action took place at some point in the past and still existed as the originally written and sealed at 
the present. God’s judgments, His complete plan, His Word is forever settled in Heaven.  
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     God does not get halfway through a dispensation and have to change course in reaction to man’s 
response. God does not react but He Sovereignly acts in accordance with His Sovereign purpose and 
plan.  

     The strong angel proclaims with a loud voice: Who is worthy to open the book, and to loose the 
seals thereof? No one was found worthy to open and to read the book, this is the reason for John’s 
sadness and weeping.  

Revelation 5:5 

5 And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of 
David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof. 

     One of the earliest titles for the Messiah is the Lion of the tribe of Judah found as far back as the 
book of Genesis 49:8-12, the blessing of Jacob to Judah. 

Genesis 49:8-12 

8 Judah, thou art he whom thy brethren shall praise: thy hand shall be in the neck of thine enemies; thy 
father's children shall bow down before thee. 

9 Judah is a lion's whelp: from the prey, my son, thou art gone up: he stooped down, he couched as a 
lion, and as an old lion; who shall rouse him up? 

10 The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh come; 
and unto him shall the gathering of the people be. 

11 Binding his foal unto the vine, and his ass's colt unto the choice vine; he washed his garments in 
wine, and his clothes in the blood of grapes: 

12 His eyes shall be red with wine, and his teeth white with milk. 

     This description speaks of His fierceness and strength, which was caught in a glimpse in His first 
coming, but will not appear in all their fullness until this moment anticipated here, because He hath 
prevailed not only to open the book but to lose the seven seals also.  

     He and He alone will have power to take the title deed of all creation because all judgment has 
been given to Him and Him alone. He hath prevailed and God the Father has turned the entire 
judgment program over to the LORD Jesus Christ.  

John 5:22 

22 For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son: 

John 5:27 

27 And hath given him authority to execute judgment also, because he is the Son of man. 
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Acts 17:31 

31 Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man 
whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him 
from the dead. 

II Corinthians 5:10 

10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things 
done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad. 

II Timothy 4:1 

1 I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead 
at his appearing and his kingdom; 

     The Lamb is the Lion and the Lion is the judge with all power and authority to take the book, lose 
the seals and begin the judgment. He is not only the Lion of the tribe of Judah but He is the Root of 
David. This is another Messianic title. It anticipates Him being a descendant of King David, who with 
devastating force will compel the wicked of the earth to succumb to His power and authority.  

Revelation 5:6-7 

6 And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, 
stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of 
God sent forth into all the earth. 

7 And he came and took the book out of the right hand of him that sat upon the throne. 

     Hearing of a lion, John turns to see a lamb (literally “a little pet lamb”). God required under the 
Law for the Jews during Passover to chose a lamb and bring it into their houses for four days. 
Imagine how close one would become to a small animal like that in four days, essentially making it a 
pet before it was violently slain.  

     This metaphor used here to picture the Sovereign transfer of judgment authority in time for 
mankind is seen in a little lamb. This is the true Passover Lamb, God’s Son the LORD Jesus Christ. As 
if slain, because John was able to clearly see the scars from the slaughter, they were visible, but this 
Lamb stood, it was standing which means it was, is and is forever alive.  

     This Lamb has seven horns and seven eyes. In the Scripture, horns are used to symbolize power 
and judgment. In the animal kingdom they are used to exert power and inflict wounds in combat. 
These seven horns signify complete or perfect power; unlike all the other defenseless lambs this 
Lamb has complete Sovereign power and authority.  

Revelation 5:8-9 

8 And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and four and twenty elders fell down before the 
Lamb, having every one of them harps, and golden vials full of odours, which are the prayers of saints. 
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9 And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for 
thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and 
people, and nation; 

     This is a picture of Christ Jesus being worshipped as God, at God’s throne by all of creation. He 
hath prevailed and only He is worthy to be worshiped. Because of His finished work He has 
redeemed us to God. This word “us” is His elect, those elders and saints witnessing this event in the 
midst of the throne in Heaven. This tells me that before these seals are broken and loosed there is a 
large number in Heaven, redeemed by the blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and 
nation. For God so loved the world, these that were redeemed out of the world of every kindred, and 
tongue, and people, and nation. 

Revelation 5:10 

10 And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth. 

     During this adoration and thanksgiving around the throne this large massive number out of every 
kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; is saying to the Lamb with praise. You have made us 
unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth. Which means what? They must 
return to the earth to reign on the earth. This gives authority to a pre-tribulation rapture and pre-
millennium return of the Church with Christ. 

Revelation 5:11 

11 And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about the throne and the beasts and the 
elders: and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands; 

     Unlike Revelation chapter seven’s 144,000; this ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands 
of thousands; is not an actual number. It is an expression used to express an amount beyond 
calculation. The Greek expression can also be translated “innumerable.” These are the ones around 
the throne, worshiping the Lamb, which will return with the Lamb as kings and priests to reign with 
Christ. 

Jude 1:14 

14 And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with 
ten thousands of his saints, 

Revelation 5:12-13 

12 Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and 
wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing. 

13 And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the 
sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him 
that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever. 
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    This is complete worship of the Sovereign King of all. Dr. John Phillips writes in his Exploring 
Revelation Commentary; “From every possible sphere and from every single tongue there rings out an 
acknowledgment at last that Jesus Christ is Lord. There will not be a single dissenting voice. The fallen 
angels, the angels imprisoned in the abyss, the angels bound near the Euphrates, the demon hordes, 
Satan himself, wicked Christ-rejecting sinners of earth, one and all acknowledge Him as Lord (Phillips, 
2004, page 91). 

     In this moment deep in every heart will be the absolute worship of Christ as the King. God has 
placed into the hands of men the decision to accept Christ as their Saviour, but the decision as to 
acknowledge Him a LORD is God’s Sovereign choice and not theirs to decide. At this moment in 
time, Christ the King will be praised at the furthest circumference of all of creation, by all the 
condemned and outcast souls with sobs and painful tears and choking cries. Christ will be praised 
and worshipped among all but with the elect angles and by the redeemed of all ages He will be truly 
loved, and worshiped as the focal center of all things with joy unspeakable and full of glory.  

Revelation 5:14  

14 And the four beasts said, Amen. And the four and twenty elders fell down and worshipped him that 
liveth for ever and ever. 

     When this worship starts, it will never end among those in His presence because He lives forever 
and ever. He is worthy to take the book, loose the seals, and execute judgment and to be worshiped 
for all eternity.  

Philippians 2:9-11 

9 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: 

10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things 
under the earth; 

11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 


