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John 1:11-13 / John 6:37-39 

 

TULIP – What is Irresistible Grace? 

Introduction: 
 
     Irresistible Grace is the Reformed doctrine that states that when God calls His elect into 
salvation that they cannot resist. God offers to all people a general call, or sometimes 
referred to as the external call. But to the elect God extends an internal call, and it cannot be 
resisted. This call is by the Holy Spirit who works in the hearts and minds of the elect to 
bring them to repentance and faith by the power of regeneration, this is called the new 
birth; whereby they willingly and freely come to God. Does the Bible teach such a doctrine? 

John 1:11-13 

11 He came unto his own, and his own received him not. 

12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to 
them that believe on his name: 

13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 

Romans 9:16 - So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that 
sheweth mercy.  

John 6-37-39 

37 All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise 
cast out. 

38 For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me. 

39 And this is the Father's will which hath sent me, that of all which he hath given me I should 
lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day. 

     When a man is born from above – God’s grace is irresistible and it will accomplish that 
which God has foreordained.  
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     “For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his 
Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom he did 
predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he 
justified, them he also glorified” (KJV - Romans 8:29-30). 

These first four: 

T – Total Depravity: 
U – Unconditional Election: 
L – Limited Atonement: 
I – Irresistible Grace: 
 
     This is theology – leading us up to the last point which is Doxology.  
 
P – Perseverance of the Saints: 
 


