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Reformata Semper Reformanda! 
 
Introduction 
On October 31, 1517, a young pastor and Bible teacher in Wittenberg, 
Germany posted 95 Theses (or "things he wanted to discuss with other pastors 
and teachers in the church" -- what we might call a group distribution email to 
the clergy or a blog today!) on the door of the Castle Church in his home 
town.  
 
Not intending anything other than a discussion with other pastors and 
teachers, Martin Luther was used by God to begin a reformation of the church 
by returning to the foundation of Scripture alone.  
 
Scripture alone taught that salvation was not sold by indulgences and grace 
was God's alone to give. The Pope was offering salvation, hope, and the 
chance for Uncle Buck to get out of purgatory if the people of the town would 
pay the right price.  
 
Luther's '95 Theses' questioned the authority of the Pope to be able to offer 
salvation, hope, or redemption for money. These 95 things Luther wanted to 
discuss caused Luther to seek ultimate authority for the church in the 
Scriptures and not in the whims of popes and councils, because both had 
erred; Scripture alone was the Church's authority and sole rule of faith. 
 
What came from this study of Scripture alone, and asking what Scripture 
taught concerning man's salvation, hope and life in Christ, was the realization 
and experiencing of true salvation, real hope, and the abundant life found only 
in Christ. The doctrines, or teachings of the Reformation established upon, 
and found in Scripture alone were: faith alone, grace alone, Christ alone, to 
the glory of God alone. 
 
Luther literally (and accidentally, albeit providentially) opened up a 
theological can of worms that would eventually cause the entire Roman 
Church and the Pope to stand against him and to excommunicate him at the 
Diet of Worms in April of 1521. So you could say that Luther found salvation 
in Christ alone somewhere between the event of his opening of the theological 
can of worms in the 95 Theses and his standing for the authority of Scripture 
alone at the Diet (Council) of Worms! :-)> 
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The �Solas� 
The �Solas� or the �Alones� of the Reformation were affirmed by the 
reformers as the foundational teachings of Scripture that accentuated the heart, 
or foundational teaching of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, against the false gospel 
of the Medieval Roman Catholic Church. 
 
These five �Solas� could be called the pillars of our faith because they teach 
us about our great salvation in Christ.   
 
The �Solas� exalt God in his sovereignty and grace, and direct a sinner to 
their only hope of salvation found in the Person and Work of Jesus Christ. 
 
These five �Solas� also define and affirm what it means to be an Evangelical.  
In a day when many of those who claim to be evangelicals teach a gospel that 
is closer to the Medieval Roman Catholic �gospel� (which is/was no gospel at 
all!), it is important to be reminded of these five �Solas� or �alones�. 
 
The term �Evangelical� was first coined by Martin Luther.  It was a term used 
in opposition and contradistinction to Medieval Roman Catholic theology that 
had made the traditions of man equal with Scripture�s authority; this Medieval 
system of belief taught that man was saved by cooperating with God�s grace; 
in addition to Christ as Mediator, there were also saints and Mary that should 
be venerated; the focus of the scriptures was not Christ as much as man, and 
the heart of the gospel found in justification by faith alone was denied. 
 
To be an �Evangelical� during the Reformation, as well as to confess to be 
one today means to know, understand and believe these five biblical �Solas� 
or �Alones�:  
 
1) Sola Scriptura; 2) Sola Fide; 3) Sola Gratia; 4) Solus Christus; and 5) 
Soli Deo Gloria.   
 
Today we will be reminded of our commitment as confessing evangelicals at 
KCPC, and we will prayerfully ask God to continue to help us by his grace to 
make these known to our community. 
 
On Reformation Sunday every year it is good to be reminded of the essential 
�Solas� of what we believe, and to continue by God�s grace in making them 
known, with hopes for a more profound Reformation in our own hearts, and in 
the hearts of those in our community.  May God send another reformation 
today through the preaching of the true gospel! 
 
1. Sola Scriptura- �Scripture Alone�- The Right Foundation 
 



 
3

ESV 2 Timothy 3:16-17: All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable 
for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 

that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work. 
 
SOLA SCRIPTURA 
We at KCPC reaffirm the infallible and inerrant Scripture to be the sole 
source of written divine revelation, which alone can bind the conscience. The 
Bible alone teaches all that is necessary for our salvation from sin and is the 
standard by which all Christian behavior must be measured. 
 
We at KCPC deny that any creed, council or individual may bind a Christian's 
conscience, that the Holy Spirit speaks independently of or contrary to what is 
set forth in the Bible, or that personal spiritual experience can ever be a 
vehicle of revelation. 
 
What was the Formal Cause of Reformation? 

 
The formal cause of the Reformation was a return to Scripture alone as the 
sole and infallible authority of our faith and life.   
 
In the Medieval Period, the Roman Catholic Church�s traditions and doctrines 
of the papacy had eclipsed the authority of the Scripture as final judge of all 
matters doctrinally and with regard to the Christian life and worship. 
 
When Martin Luther posted his now famous Ninety-Five Theses, he pointed 
to the importance of Scripture alone being the guide for doctrines and life. 
 
The Reformation was a return after many years to an appreciation of the 
Word of God, or the Scriptures alone as the sole and infallible rule for faith 
and life.   
 
In the Medieval times where the Church�s tradition and mere opinions of men 
were believed more than Scripture, Martin Luther was used by God to 
bring the Church back to an appreciation of Scripture alone. 
 
It is important to note that the doctrine of Scripture alone does not reject good 
tradition or faithful teachers in Church History who teach and line up with 
Scripture, but Scripture alone stresses the importance of testing all beliefs and 
habits of the Christian�s life and worship as to whether they are Scriptural or 
not because the Scriptures are the very truth given to the Church by the Holy 
Spirit. 

 
The Reformation was a return to an understanding and appreciation that Jesus 
did not leave the Apostles or the Church without objective truth, but that he 
sent his Spirit to lead them into all truth to give us an inspired, infallible text 
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that teaches us about God, Christ, and how we live, serve and worship as 
Christians.   
 
The Scriptures are the Foundational Authority for Doctrine and Practice in the 
Christian Life- 2 Tim. 3:16-17- �All Scripture is God-breathed out�� 

 
The Scriptures are Inspired by God- �God breathed out� (2 Tim. 3:16).  This 
is special revelation from God- -about God. 

 
The Scriptures are Perfect and Sufficient- �All we need for life and godliness 
(2 Peter 1:3-4; 2 Tim. 3:15); whereas popes and councils have erred. 

 
The Scriptures are Infallible- Infallibility is the inability to err. Infallibility 
entails inerrancy which is the actual absence of error. 
 
The Scriptures are Authoritative- God speaks to his people by His Spirit 
through the Word (Heb. 3-4; 12:18-29) 

 
The Scriptures are Necessary- This includes the Explicit and Implicit 
Teaching found in Scripture by �Good and Necessary Deduction� 

 
As the Westminster Confession of Faith teaches in chapter 1, section 6: 

 
WCF 1.6  The whole counsel of God, concerning all things necessary for His own glory, 
man's salvation, faith and life, is either expressly set down in Scripture, or by good and 
necessary consequence may be deduced from Scripture: unto which nothing at any time is 
to be added, whether by new revelations of the Spirit, or traditions of men.(1) Nevertheless, 
we acknowledge the inward illumination of the Spirit of God to be necessary for the saving 
understanding of such things as are revealed in the word;(2) and that there are some 
circumstances concerning the worship of God, and government of the Church, common to 
human actions and societies, which are to be ordered by the light of nature, and Christian 
prudence, according to the general rules of the word, which are always to be observed.(3)  

 
Sola Scriptura teaches that the Bible is the only infallible source of God�s 

special revelation to mankind. In the Bible, we learn about God, about life and 
doctrine. 

 
In Scripture we have all we need for life and godliness. 

 
When tradition is scriptural, then we affirm the good and importance of 

tradition, such as found in creeds and confessions, but we always make the 
Bible our final authority in all matters pertaining to life and doctrine. 

 
Excursus on Tradition and Scripture in the Reformation: 

 
i. Four views of Tradition in History of the Church 

 
1. Tradition 1- �Reformation Tradition�:  
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a. Scripture is sole source of authority but the 

scripture is to be interpreted in and by the 
church, as implied in Ephesians 4:11-16, in 
accordance with the ancient rule of faith, as 
summarized in the Christian creeds. 

 
b. Sole source of revelation is scripture alone. 

A call back to the earlier reading of 
Scripture by the Reformers (first three 
centuries of Church interpretation and many 
during the Medieval church still held to 
Tradition 1). 

 
2. Tradition 2- Scripture and tradition are dual sources 

of authority. 
 
3. Tradition 3- Magisterium in Rome declares 

Scripture and tradition, so Magisterium (late middle 
ages) became sole source ultimately of divine 
revelation. 

 
4. Tradition 0-  The rejection of all tradition, including 

faithful teaching of creeds and councils.  This is the 
fear of Roman Catholics in the Reformation, the 
realized fear in modern evangelicalism.  

 
ii. Tradition is good, but always submitted to Scripture- 2 

Thess. 2:15 
 

iii. �Solo� Scriptura vs. �Sola� Scriptura 
 

iv. Tradition 0 and Tradition 1 
 

1. Tradition 0: Individualism and the Bible meaning 
what the individual thinks or says it means 
(schisms, divisions, and relativism-pluralism).  

 
a. �Radical Reformers� who separated from 

the Church leaders of the Reformation 
(Luther and Calvin) said every individual 
had the unfettered right to interpret Scripture 
in whatever manner seemed right to him or 
her.� 
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b. Liberals, Unitarians, Universalists, and 
Evangelicals in the 19th and early 20th 
century believed in �Tradition 0� or a 
�religion of, by, and for the people.� 

 
c. The Liberal slogan was: �Bible alone�, �No 

creed but the Bible�, and �the Bible is our 
only acknowledged creed book.� (A. B. 
Grosh, Simeon Howard, Alexander 
Campbell, Noah Worchester; quoted in 
Mathison, Sola Scriptura). 

 
2. Tradition 1: Scripture is our sole and only source of 

revelation from God, but these scriptures must be 
interpreted, taught correctly consistent with the 
apostolic faith and passed down (unity through 
productive conflict, creeds, confessions). 

 
3. Tradition 0 read and interprets scripture without the 

Church; Tradition 1 reads and interprets scripture 
with the Church (�Together with all the saints�-Eph. 
3:18). 

 
Application- What should I believe and confess?: �I�ll study my Bible together 
with all the saints (Eph. 3:18). I will seek to learn from my pastor, elders, teachers 
and other brothers and sisters in Christ.  
 
I will seek to realize more and more the privilege I have of the written revelation 
of God in my own language, and seek to memorize, meditate and pray it, because 
it is God�s special and sufficient revelation to His people! 
 
�Father, help us to take more time to meditate upon your Word. Grant that we 
may be more filled with the Word of Christ dwelling in us richly. Let us live as if 
all the words of Scripture were truly true (because they are!!).� 

 
2. Sola Fide- �Faith Alone�- The Church Stands or Falls on 

this �Sola� � The Right Standing before God 
 

ESV Romans 3:27-28: Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By 
what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold 
that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law. 

 
ESV Romans 4:5 And to the one who does not work but trusts him who justifies 
the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness� 
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SOLA FIDE 
We at KCPC reaffirm that justification is by grace alone through faith alone 
because of Christ alone. In justification Christ's righteousness is imputed to us as 
the only possible satisfaction of God's perfect justice. 
 
We at KCPC deny that justification rests on any merit to be found in us, or upon 
the grounds of an infusion of Christ's righteousness in us, or that an institution 
claiming to be a church that denies or condemns sola fide can be recognized as a 
legitimate church. 
 
What was the Material Cause of Reformation? - The only gospel or �the truth 
of the gospel� revealed in Scripture alone which is the sole authority given to us 
by God.  This �material cause� of the Reformation was Sola Fide or the important 
doctrine of Justification by Faith Alone. 

 
Righteousness of Christ received by faith- Romans 4: Abraham�s faith was 
imputed (�reckoned�) to him as righteousness. 

 
Declared righteous/Imputation- - We are not made righteous then justified; we 
are declared righteous by faith alone and Christ�s righteousness is imputed to us; 
those who are truly justified will grow in grace, sanctification, and good works to 
show forth their justification (Make important distinction between justification 
and sanctification, more on this next week, DV). 
 
We are saved, justified by faith, receiving, resting in and accepting the 
righteousness of God in Christ.  
 
Faith is an instrument and/or means to receive the salvation offered to us by God 
in Jesus Christ. 
 
Faith is a gift, not a work.  We are not saved because of our faith, but through our 
faith (again the focus on faith as the means of receiving). 
 
�Christ saves by through faith.� 

 
"The saving power of faith resides not in itself, but in the Almighty Savior on 

whom it rests....It is not faith that saves, but faith in Jesus Christ....It is not 
strictly speaking, even faith in Christ that saves, but Christ that saves through 

faith." - B. B. Warfield 
 
As believers, we are clothed in Christ�s righteousness, and we are 
reckoned/declared/considered righteous as was Abraham.  We receive an �alien 
righteousness� from God, the righteousness that was earned by Jesus Christ and is 
imputed to us; God clothes us in Christ�s righteousness and this is received by 
faith alone! 
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Salvation is because of the righteousness of Christ plus nothing. 
 
Faith is the instrument by which we take hold of the righteousness of Christ (Eph. 
2) 

 
Faith plus nothing� 

 
The Reformed Pastor John Calvin in his Commentary on the Epistle to the 
Romans wrote concerning the good news of justification by faith alone:  
 
�When�we come to Christ, we first find in Him the exact righteousness of the law, and this also 

becomes ours by imputation.� 
 

�Therefore, we explain justification simply as the acceptance with which God receives us into his 
favor as righteous men.  And we say that it consists in the remission of sins and the imputation of 

Christ�s righteousness.�- Institutes in the Christian Religion, Calvin, 3.11.2. 
 
Heidelberg Catechism, Q: 60. How are you righteous before God? A: Only by true faith 
in Jesus Christ; that is, although my conscience accuse me, that I have grievously sinned 
against all the commandments of God, and have never kept any of them, and am still 
prone always to all evil; yet God without any merit of mine, of mere grace, grants and 
imputes to me the perfect satisfaction, righteousness, and holiness of Christ, as if I had 
never committed nor had any sin, and had myself accomplished all the obedience which 
Christ has fulfilled for me; if only I accept such benefit with a believing heart 
(Heidelberg Catechism). 

 
John Staupitz to Luther, ca. 1509 
�Why do you torment yourself with all these speculations and these high thoughts of 
your works before God?  Look at the wounds of Jesus Christ, to the blood that he has 
shed for you: it is there that the grace of God will appear to you.  
 
Instead of torturing yourself on account of your sins, throw yourself in your 
Redeemer�s arms. Trust in him- - in the righteousness and merits of his life- -in the 
atonement of his death.  Do not shrink back; God is not angry with you, it is you who 
are angry with God. Listen to the Son of God not your own thoughts; meditate on His 
Word to you.   
 
Jesus became man to give you the assurance of divine favor. He says to you: You are 
my sheep; you hear my voice; no man shall pluck you out of my strong hand.� �John 
Staupitz to Martin Luther, ca.1509. 

 
Not by works, but by faith we have a right standing before God. 

 
We must confess this biblical truth in a time when the majority of evangelicals 
have turned to a new paradigm in preaching, one absent of any doctrines that 
offend, we need to understand this important doctrine! 

 
Christianity Today (February 19, 1990): Describes the evangelical megashift. 
This megashift includes a �new-model� evangelicalism that is critical of 
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preaching that is concerned with divine wrath, original and personal sin, a 
vicarious atonement, and forensic justification.  Insufficiently �relational� and 
sensitive to the experiences of contemporary men and women, the classical 
evangelical paradigm, we are told, tends to offend unnecessarily. One evangelical 
named Ray Anderson wrote: 

 
�If our sin is viewed as causing the death of Jesus on the cross, then we ourselves 
become victims of a �psychological battering� produced by the cross. When I am 
led to feel that the pain and torment of Jesus� death on the cross is due to my sin, I 
inflict upon myself spiritual and psychological torment.� 

 
In response to this modern way of thinking and being ashamed of the gospel, 
Professor J. Gresham Machen stated this eloquently in the 1930s: �The reason 
why the forensic aspect of salvation is so distasteful to the �modern mind� is 
perfectly plain.  It is distasteful because it involves a profound view of sin as 
transgression of the law of God. Men no longer believe today in a law of God; the 
only law that they will recognize is a law that a man imposes on himself.  
 
Sin they regard�if they are willing to use at all the antiquated word�as merely 
imperfection. They will have nothing to do with the idea of guilt. It is no wonder 
that they will not think of God as Judge.� �pg. 146. 

 
But as offensive as it may be to sinful man, we must preach that: 

Man is guilty before God, and only in Christ are we justified!  When we believe 
and rest in Christ�s righteous work for us, God imputes to us the righteous 

works achieved by Christ! 
 

Application- What Should I believe and confess?: �I know that my faith is a gift 
of God. I receive my righteousness from God daily as I live by faith. 
 
I know that I have a right standing before God based on Christ�s righteousness 
alone�apart from any works of my own. 
 
I don�t hope in my works or best righteousness, neither do I condemn myself for 
sinfulness.  Rather, I hope in Jesus Christ, daily receiving and resting upon His 
grace, his forgiveness and righteousness. 
 
I am clothed in the righteousness of Jesus Christ, the most beautiful bridal gown 
in all of the cosmos! 
 
I will courageously before man and confidently before God knowing that it is 
Christ who is my Advocate.� 

 
 

3. Sola Gratia- �Grace Alone�- The Right Understanding of 
Man�s Sinful Condition 
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ESV Titus 3:5 �He saved us, not because of works done by us in 
righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration 
and renewal of the Holy Spirit� 

 
ESV Ephesians 2:4-5: But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love 
with which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us 
alive together with Christ- by grace you have been saved� 
 
SOLA GRATIA 
We at KCPC reaffirm that in salvation we are rescued from God's wrath by 
his grace alone. It is the supernatural work of the Holy Spirit that brings us to 
Christ by releasing us from our bondage to sin and raising us from spiritual 
death to spiritual life. 
 
We at KCPC deny that salvation is in any sense a human work. Human 
methods, techniques or strategies by themselves cannot accomplish this 
transformation. Faith is not produced by our unregenerated human nature. 
 
We are dead in trespasses and sins, and God must make us alive, and then 
willing and able to believe; Jesus says:  
 
�No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him.� 
 
Grace is not granted so that all men will work and essentially save themselves. 
 
Grace alone focuses on the grace of God that works on us long before we�re 
able and/or desiring to follow Jesus Christ. 
 
Cooperation with grace unto salvation is not biblical; cooperating unto 
sanctification is biblical. 

 
Achieving salvation by cooperating with God to the best of one�s ability was 
not only found among the first century Pharisees, but there was a very similar 
situation in the time of the Reformation of the 16th century. 
 
It was Martin Luther�s high regard for God�s holiness and the great and 
impossible demands of God�s Law for sinners to achieve, that kept Luther 
tossing in his bed at night, frightened by the reality that his sins would damn 
him!   
 
It was Martin Luther�s revelation from Scripture that even our best works are 
tainted by sin and therefore cannot be meritorious before God�s Holy 
Tribunal!  But then by God�s grace, Luther realized that Christ the Judge was 
also Christ the Savior! 
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As a Roman Catholic priest, Luther knew that all the cooperation with God 
that he could muster would only end up damning him!  Luther studied the 
Book of Romans and realized that a righteousness apart from him, found in 
Christ alone, received by faith alone, was his only hope to be saved and 
declared righteous!   
 
Martin Luther was taught by the Roman Catholic Church that men were saved 
�by grace�, but this �grace� was understood as man�s cooperation with God in 
order to achieve salvation ("synergism")- -it was not grace received by faith 
alone in what God has done fully in Christ.   
 
Grace and merit according to the Council of Trent (from Faith Alone, R. 
C. Sproul, pg. 158): 
 
GRACE + MERIT OF CHRIST + GOOD WORKS + MERIT 
 
[Brings] 
 
Justification + Increased Grace + Eternal Life 
 
It is the sinners� own doing and works that save him or her. That�s why we 
can talk to folks a lot about �grace� and �Christ�s work� etc and it sounds 
like we believe the same, but try inserting the �alones/solas� and you�ll see 
how differently we actually believe! 
 
Martin Luther�s struggle to find God�s grace and to have his wrath appeased 
in the Person of Christ, led to a reformation of the Church and rediscovery of 
the gospel! 
 
The Reformed teaching (and Biblical teaching, I might add) is that we are 
saved by a monergistic work of God (monergistic: mono= �one�, ergo= 
�work�).   
 
This means that God alone works in us to achieve our salvation and we are 
saved not by cooperating with God (even with our faith!), but by believing 
that God has fully accomplished in the Person and Work of Christ our 
salvation- - and this is believed by faith alone - -which is not our work, but a 
gift of God!   
 
Faith receives God�s grace held out in Christ, but faith is not a work in any 

way that is meritorious before God! 
 
You see, this is the Apostle Paul�s point in Ephesians 2:1-10: Dead men, 
separated from God and following the prince of the power of the air will not 
and cannot believe, unless God in his mercy makes us alive and gives us the 
gift of faith.   



 
12

 
The truth of Scripture is that there is only one working to achieve our 
justification, and this is our Sovereign God who seeks us out and loves us!  
Remember as Romans 3:10-12 teaches:  
 
�No one seeks after God,� but by God�s grace, he seeks after us to enable us 
to believe and to release our enslaved wills from the domination and mastery 
of the flesh, in order that we might be justified by Christ�s Spirit!  

 
No cooperation with man, but God�s work alone in salvation- Eph. 2:6-10; 
John 1:11-13; Romans 9:11-21 (Read: v. 16) 

 
Monergism in a believer�s Justification-Salvation 

 
ESV Ephesians 2:8-9: � 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. 
And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so 
that no one may boast. 

 
Regeneration precedes Faith 
 
Excursus on Grace: 
�For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.� 
 
As Ephesians 2:10 says clearly believers are God�s Workmanship!  There is 
no cooperation, or synergistic salvation by grace, this is what Paul calls 
�works� (Eph. 2:9).  Rather, there is only a monergistic, or solo work of God 
in us that makes us alive (Eph. 2:4), gives us the gift of faith (Eph. 2:8), and 
causes us to be regenerated so that we would believe and rest in Christ�s 
justification-vindication for us! 
 
During the time of Jesus and Paul�s writing to the Romans, during the time of 
the Reformation of the 16th century, and even many who call themselves 
�Christian� today believe in a synergistic, or cooperative work of God with 
man in achieving salvation.   
 
The truth of Scripture is that there is only one working to achieve our 
justification, and this is our Sovereign God who seeks us out and loves us!  
Remember as Romans 3:10-12 teaches: �No one seeks after God,� but by 
God�s grace, he seeks after us to enable us to believe and to release our 
enslaved wills from the domination and mastery of the flesh, in order that 
we might be justified by Christ�s Spirit!  

 
A. No cooperation with man, but God�s work alone in salvation- Eph. 

2:6-10; John 1:11-13; Romans 9:11-21 (Read: v. 16) 
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i. Monergism vs. Synergism: Read Romans 11:6- Antithesis 
that we must confront as Christians in our evangelical 
culture today! 

 
1. Monergism in Justification-Salvation 
 
ESV Ephesians 2:6-9: and raised us up with him and 
seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus, 7 so that in the coming ages he might show the 
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us 
in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved 
through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the 
gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may 
boast. 
 
ESV John 1:11-13: He came to his own, and his own 
people did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive 
him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood 
nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of 
God. 
 
ESV Romans 9:11-16: though they were not yet born 
and had done nothing either good or bad- in order that 
God's purpose of election might continue, not because 
of works but because of his call- 12 she was told, "The 
older will serve the younger." 13 As it is written, "Jacob 
I loved, but Esau I hated." 14 What shall we say then? Is 
there injustice on God's part? By no means! 15 For he 
says to Moses, "I will have mercy on whom I have 
mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have 
compassion." 16 So then it depends not on human will or 
exertion, but on God, who has mercy. 
 
2. Synergism in Sanctification 
 
ESV Philippians 2:12-13: Therefore, my beloved, as you 
have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my 
presence but much more in my absence, work out your 
own salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God 
who works in you, both to will and to work for his good 
pleasure. 

 
ii. Example of Charles Finney�s Synergistic Understanding 

of Regeneration (Finney is arguably the greatest historical-
theological influence on evangelicalism today, 
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theologically and methodologically; there is a large display 
at the Billy Graham Center testifying to Finney�s influence 
on Graham, and Finney has been extremely influential in 
the conservative evangelicals who are particularly focused 
on social improvement and politics): 

 
��Regeneration consists in the sinner changing his ultimate 
choice, intention, preference; or in changing from selfishness 
to love or benevolence,� as moved by the moral influence of 
Christ�s example� (pg. 224)� �Original or constitutional 
sinfulness, physical regeneration, and all their kindred and 
resulting dogmas, are alike subversive of the gospel, and 
repulsive to the human intelligence� (pg. 236)- Quoted from 
Horton, Sola Gratia, from Finney�s Systematic Theology. 
 
Finney speaks of Justification in this way: �But for sinners to 
be forensically pronounced just, is impossible and 
absurd�.As we shall see, there are many conditions, while 
there is but one ground, of the justification of sinners�.As 
has already been said, there can be no justification in a legal 
or forensic sense, but upon the ground of universal, perfect, 
and uninterrupted obedience to the law. This is of course 
denied by those who hold that gospel justification, or the 
justification of penitent sinners, is of the nature of a forensic 
of judicial justification. They hold to the legal maxim that 
what a man does by another he does by himself, and 
therefore the law regards Christ�s obedience as ours, on the 
ground that he obeyed for us. (pg. 320-22, Finney�s 
Systematic Theology). 
 

B. Regeneration precedes Faith 
 
C. If one believes in Semi-Pelagian, synergistic cooperating with 

God, then eventually the preaching will change from preaching 
Christ, to preaching conversion. 

 
In a day when many Bible-believing evangelicals think that they are 
saved by a decision or a choice and not by the Sovereign work of 
God�s Spirit working alone; when many Christians are closer in 
doctrines to the Pharisaical and Medieval models of how a person is 
saved, we need a Reformation! 
 

Application- What should I believe and confess?: �God worked on me, so I 
would and could believe and work by grace for Him as His child.  
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I understand that I could never have cooperated with God because I was His 
enemy, opposed to God and His Kingdom by nature, and would have had no 
saving interest in Jesus had he not shown me grace and pursued me! 
 
Thought I was undeserving of grace, and so worthy of condemnation and the 
judgment of God, God saved a wretch like me (I feel this wretchedness, O 
Lord). 
 
This is not guilt but a true understanding of the magnitude of my sins against a 
Holy God! 
 
This is not shame but a realization that we are desperately corrupt as a people, 
dead in trespasses and sins, and opposed to God as enemies. 
 
He has mercy on us by grace alone. This leads me, O Father, to rejoice in a 
loving Savior who truly saves!!� 
 
4. Solus Christus- �Christ Alone�- The Right Focus of Our 

Lives 
 
ESV Galatians 3:26 for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. 
 
ESV Hebrews 7:24-25: �But he holds his priesthood permanently, because he 
continues forever. 25 Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those 
who draw near to God through him, since he always lives to make intercession 
for them. 
 
SOLUS CHRISTUS 
We at KCPC reaffirm that our salvation is accomplished by the mediatorial 
work of the historical Christ alone. His sinless life and substitutionary 
atonement alone are sufficient for our justification and reconciliation to the 
Father. 
 
We at KCPC deny that the gospel is preached if Christ's substitutionary work 
is not declared and faith in Christ and his work is not solicited. 
 
Pastor Ian Hamilton has said that �Christ is Our Life� was the heart of the 
Reformation. �The �Medieval Christ� was a remote Christ, not a near Christ; 
He was everywhere, but nowhere� The Reformation was the recovery of our 
Lord Jesus Christ in His saving work.� 
 
Christ is the center and focus of all Scripture. 
 
Christ is the �main character� of the entirety of God�s Story (and ours!). 
 
Christ is our righteousness, sanctification and redemption. 
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Christ �alone� means we must be aware of our constant temptation to look 
to ourselves for salvation or to remain in salvation (in our estimation!). 
 
Christ is our gracious friend; he is our Prophet, Priest and King. 
 

A. Jesus is our Only Mediator- 1 Tim. 2:5 
B. Jesus is our Only way to God- John 14:6 
C. Jesus is our Only Savior and Substitute for Sins 
D. Jesus is the Only Person Preached from OT and NT 
 
All of Scripture points to Christ: Luke 24:44-49; John 5:39 

 
And he said to them, "O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the 

prophets have spoken! 26 Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these 
things and enter into his glory?" 27 And beginning with Moses and all the 

Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning 
himself. 

 
ESV John 5:39-40: You search the Scriptures because you think that in 
them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about me, 40 

yet you refuse to come to me that you may have life. 
 

1 Corinthians 1:30 He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, whom 
God made our wisdom and our righteousness and sanctification and 

redemption. 
 

2 Corinthians 5:21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no 
sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

 
Christ is our righteousness, our right standing before God, because we are 
clothed in his righteousness�and so we have peace with God (Romans 5).   
 
Therefore, Paul can say confidently and wholeheartedly that �there is no 
condemnation� before God, and nothing can separate us from the love of 
God in Christ Jesus (Romans 8)! 
 
Let�s keep �Christ� in Christian. 
 
Let us focus on Christ, live for Christ, live by and on Christ, and realize 
that Christ is our life! 
 
Application- What should I believe and confess?: �I will keep �CHRIST� 
in Christian, and depend upon and live out of my union with Jesus Christ 
by faith. 
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I will seek to kill remaining sin in me (mortification) as I draw upon 
Christ�s life and resources that I have available in my union with Him. 
 
I will seek Christ in whatever station, situation, and/or age, so that I may 
know Him better and the power and grace of His love as my Prophet, 
Priest and King. 
 
My sanctification will not be because of �more faith� and/or �more 
works� and/or �more love� or �more of this and that� first- -I need FIRST- 
-I need Christ�I need more of a living-breathing-praying-rejoicing 
relationship with the Risen-Ascended-Enthroned Jesus Christ at God�s 
right hand! 
 
He�s alive- -and my life should show it! Help me, O Lord!� 
 

5. Soli Deo Gloria- �To God be the Glory Alone�- The Right 
Goal of Our Lives 

 
SOLI DEO GLORIA 
We at KCPC reaffirm that because salvation is of God and has been 
accomplished by God, it is for God�s glory and that we must glorify him 
always. We must live our entire lives before the face of God, under the 
authority of God and for his glory alone. 
 
The �chief end of man� at KCPC is still: �To glorify God and to enjoy Him 
forever!� 
 
ESV Ephesians 1:3-6: Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 even as 
he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 
blameless before him. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption through Jesus Christ, 
according to the purpose of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, with which 
he has blessed us in the Beloved. 
 

A. God-Centered Worship- Colossians 3:16-17 
 
B. God-Centered Living (Coram Deo)- 1 Corinthians 10:31/Romans 

14:23 (a practical consideration of living Coram Deo) 
 

C. God-Centered Calling- Romans 11:33-36 
 
 
Romans 11:36: For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory 
forever. Amen. 
 
Application: �I will boast in God alone for my salvation, and the riches and mercy I have 
in Jesus! 
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I will give God all the glory for anything good I do in and for Jesus, and seek to do all for 
Him. 
 
Everything I do, let it be done out of gratitude for all you have done for me! Take away 
my need for acceptance, recognition, and performance and let me serve you with all the 
Christ that is within me- -all for your glory alone!� 
 
CRB 
 
��A man will be justified by faith when, excluded from the righteousness of 
works, he by faith lays hold of the righteousness of Christ, and clothed in it 
appears in the sight of God not as a sinner, but as righteous. Thus we simply 
interpret justification, as the acceptance with which God receives us into his favor 
as if we were righteous; and we say that this justification consists in the 
forgiveness of sins and the imputation of the righteousness of Christ.� � John 
Calvin, Institutes in the Christian Religion, 3.11.2. 
 
�When�we come to Christ, we first find in Him the exact righteousness of the 
law, and this also becomes ours by imputation.� � John Calvin, Comm. On the 
Epistle to the Romans 
 
Heidelberg Catechism, Question: 60. How are you righteous before God? 
Answer: Only by true faith in Jesus Christ; that is, although my conscience 
accuse me, that I have grievously sinned against all the commandments of God, 
and have never kept any of them, and am still prone always to all evil; yet God 
without any merit of mine, of mere grace, grants and imputes to me the perfect 
satisfaction, righteousness, and holiness of Christ, as if I had never committed nor 
had any sin, and had myself accomplished all the obedience which Christ has 
fulfilled for me; if only I accept such benefit with a believing heart (Heidelberg 
Catechism). 
 
�It is from its object [Jesus Christ] that our faith derives its value�. The saving 
power of faith resides thus not in itself, but in the Almighty Savior on whom it 
rests�. It is not faith that saves, but faith in Jesus Christ�. It is not strictly 
speaking, even faith in Christ that saves, but Christ that saves through faith.� � B. 
B. Warfield 
 
�Eternal life depends on Christ alone�nothing, but nothing, else. Predestination 
will not bring it. Providence cannot produce it. It does not rest of divine 
foreknowledge, divine decrees, or even the atonement itself. Eternal life is Christ 
dwelling in His righteousness in the soul of the justified person. So eternal life is 
union with Jesus Christ. And the word for that union with Jesus Christ is faith. 
The sinner comes to Him, rests in Him, trusts in Him, is one with Him, abides in 
Him; and this is life because it never, ever, ends.� � John Gerstner 
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"Faith is an experiential, convicting, soul-emptying grace. To lay hold of Christ, 
to treasure His righteousness, necessitates losing my own righteousness. Faith 
teaches utter humility... Faith means utter despair of everything except Christ." -
Joel Beeke 
 
�Why do you torment yourself with all these speculations and these high thoughts 
of your works before God?  Look at the wounds of Jesus Christ, to the blood that 
he has shed for you: it is there that the grace of God will appear to you. Instead of 
torturing yourself on account of your sins, throw yourself in your Redeemer�s 
arms. Trust in him- - in the righteousness and merits of his life- -in the atonement 
of his death.  Do not shrink back; God is not angry with you, it is you who are 
angry with God. Listen to the Son of God not your own thoughts; meditate on His 
Word to you.  Jesus became man to give you the assurance of divine favor. He 
says to you: You are my sheep; you hear my voice; no man shall pluck you out of 
my strong hand.� �John Staupitz to Martin Luther, ca.1509. 
 
��The flesh hinders us so that we cannot keep the commandments of God, and 
we cannot love our neighbors as ourselves, much less can we love God with all of 
our heart! Therefore, it is impossible for us to become righteous by the works of 
the Law�Yet God does not impute unto us this sin, for He is merciful to those 
that believe, for Christ�s sake�.Notwithstanding, the greatness and enormity of 
the believer�s sin does not cause them despair, but they assure themselves that the 
satisfaction and payment of the death of Christ Jesus shall be imputed unto them 
[or laid to their charge], for Christ�s sake.� � Martin Luther, �Comm. On 
Galatians� 
 
��.What I need first of all [in preaching] is not exhortation, but a gospel, not 
directions for saving myself but knowledge of how God has saved me. Have you 
any good news? That is the question that I ask of you. I know your exhortations 
will not help me. But if anything has been done to save me, will you not tell me 
the facts?�- J. Gresham Machen, �Christian Faith in the Modern World� 
 
�You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; 
and it is they that bear witness about me, yet you refuse to come to me that you 
may have life.�- Jesus, Gospel of John, 5:39-40 
 
�The gospel teaches that what could not be found in us and was to be sought in 
another, could be found nowhere else than in Christ, the God-man; who taking 
upon himself the office of surety most fully satisfied the justice of God by his 
perfect obedience and thus brought an everlasting righteousness by which alone 
we can be justified before God; in order that covered and clothed with that 
garment as thought it were of our first-born (like Jacob), we may obtain under it 
the eternal blessing of our heavenly father.� � Francis Turretin, �Elenctics of 
Theology�, 2:647 
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