
What Makes God Smile on Us - Psalm 67

[Psalm 67:1] May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine upon us, Selah
[2] that your way may be known on earth, your saving power among all nations.
[3] Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you!
[4] Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with equity and guide the nations 
upon earth. Selah
[5] Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you!
[6] The earth has yielded its increase; God, our God, shall bless us.
[7] God shall bless us; let all the ends of the earth fear him!

This Psalm reveals God's Desire in the world:

1. To be known: verse 2—"that your way may be known on earth"

2. To be praised: verse 3—"Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you!"

3. To be enjoyed: verse 4—"Let the nations be glad and sing for joy"

4. To be feared: verse 7—"let all the ends of the earth fear him!"

That is really the purpose for which we started Murrieta Valley Church

For this to happen, God’s character must be revealed to the world:

1. A God of justice: verse 4—"for you judge the peoples with equity (uprightness)."

2. A God of power: verse 4—"guide the nations upon earth"

3. A God of grace: verse 1—"May God be gracious to us and bless us"

Therefore we emphasize God’s holiness, sovereignty and love.

Main point of this Psalm is that it is a request to God.  

The main point of the psalm is what the psalmist does with all that truth. He knows that God wills to be 
known and praised and enjoyed and feared for who he really is. So his response is to pray that God 
would bless Israel in such a way that God really would be known among the nations.

In other words, the main point of the psalm is the link between verses 1 and 2 found in the word "that." 
He prays, "May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine upon us, [2] that your 
way may be known on earth, your saving power among all nations.."
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God Blesses Us so That the Nations Will Be Blessed

This was the foundational truth that God spoke to Abraham when he called him out of Ur of the 
Chaldees: "I will make you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great; and so you 
shall be a blessing; and I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse. And in 
you all the families of the earth shall be blessed" (Genesis 12:2–3).

This is almost exactly what the psalmist says in Psalm 67:1–2. Only the psalmist turns that promise into 
a prayer (which is what we should do with promises).

REQUESTED: God’s grace, blessings, and for His face to “shine upon us.” = God’s “smile” = When 
the king smiles he has approved.

When will God answer these prayers?  What Will Make God Smile on Us?

God will most likely bless us when we are planning to bless the nations.

There is another point implied in this main one: if God blesses his people for the sake of the nations; 
then God is most likely to bless us when we are planning and longing and praying to bless the nations. 

If God wants his goods to get to the nations, then he will fill the truck that's driving toward the nations. 
He will bless the church that's pouring itself out for unreached peoples of the world. 

And this blessing is not payment for a service rendered; it's power and joy for a mission to accomplish. 

When we move toward the unreached peoples, we are not earning God's blessings, we are leaping into 
the river of blessings that is already flowing to the nations.

MOTIVE for the Request: so that we can be a blessing!

God promises blessing to his people because he wants them to be a blessing to the nations. Therefore we 
should pray for blessing on ourselves for the sake of the nations.

We should pray for God’s blessings!  God wants to accomplish His purpose of blessing the world 
through us!
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10 Blessings I am Praying for MVC to be Blessed with in 2011. 

1. God-Centered Worship - with intense, earnest, authentic, God-centered, hope-giving, life-changing 
worship. The goal of world missions is the gladness of the peoples in the glory of God. The fuel of that 
goal is our own gladness in God. If we are not real and deep and fervent in our worship of God, we will 
not commend him among the peoples with genuineness. How can you say to the nations, "Be glad in 
God!" if you are not glad in God?

2. Globe-Circling Prayer - with passionate, God-sized, globe-circling prayer - to pray systematically

3. Suffering - For the nations God will bless us with suffering. We cannot calculate the good effects of 
God's severe mercies in recent years. It has broken us, softened us, weaned us more from pride and from 
the temporary things of the world, and fixed us more on the eternal matters of salvation and holiness and 
the lostness of the peoples. God gives us the gift of suffering for the sake of the nations.

Some will face death... we will face losing loved ones to death...  some will suffer the loss of health... 
some will face with living with pain... some will suffer failures and trials and defeats and set-backs... 
some will suffer persecutions.... political upheavals.... injustices.... some will have children move far 
away like moving to the mission field.... or joining the military... or moving out of state... some face 
bankruptcy, foreclosure, lost investment, loss of job, divorce, wayward child...

4. Courageous Faith - trust God.  To believe in His miraculous handiwork.  To take risk.

5. More Effective Leadership

6. Increasing Numbers of People - I would love to see us grow to 250 in worship by the end of this 
year: "Let's grow in order to build a sending base for our mission endeavors. Let's think of recruiting 
people for the mission of evangelizing unevangelized cultures. God will not honor our zeal for growth if 
it is motivated by vanity. But he will if it is motivated by love for his glory and concern for the cultures 
without a gospel witness."

7. Increased Giving - For the nations God has blessed us with increased giving. Not just because there 
are more people but because there is more radical commitment to live and give like heaven and hell are 
at stake.

8. Comprehensive Training Program

9. Plant Churches

10. Send Missionaries
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