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The Fear of the Lord and the Gospel 
Proverbs 2:1-5 !

B.I: The prerequisite for God’s wisdom for life is, and has always 
been, the gospel of transforming grace. !

 Last week we embarked on a rather brief tour of the book of Proverbs 
to help us become familiar with God’s wisdom for practical living. The 
key word in Proverbs is wisdom. And we learned last week what Solomon 
meant when he spoke of wisdom. Wisdom means… “Practical skill for 
living.” Synonyms for “wisdom” in Proverbs include “knowledge,” 
“insight,” “prudence,” “cunning,” ‘discretion,” “learning,” “guidance,” 
“counsel,” “understanding,” ‘resourcefulness,” and “heroic strength.”   1

Solomon was on a mission to teach his sons how to live well.  

We might say that the purpose of Proverbs, then, is to teach us how to 
live in a sinful world for the glory of God and our own wellbeing. Or we 
could simply refer to the book of Proverbs is a training manual for godly 
living.  

One author’s overview says, “In short pithy statements, maxims, and 
stories, Solomon and other contributors set forth about 900 proverbs – 
inspired precepts dealing with wisdom and folly, pride and humility, 
justice and vengeance, laziness and work, poverty and wealth, friends and 
neighbors, love and lust, anger and strife, master’s and servants, life and 
death. Reading a proverb takes only a few seconds; applying a proverb 
can take a lifetime!”   2
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Last time we asked the question, “What does the book of Proverbs 
offer us?” and I offered three answers from Proverbs 1:1-7; namely, that 
Proverbs offers us 1) Practical Training, 2) Personal Discipline, and 3) 
Powerful Motivation. You will remember that Practical Training focuses 
on the kinds of skills for life that a man/woman needs to learn in order to 
live wisely in a fallen world. Personal discipline focused on the “warning 
signs” that Solomon established along the way to alert us to deadly 
dangers that can ruin our lives if we’re not careful. This morning, 
however, I want to focus on the third and most foundational thing that 
Proverbs offers us; namely, Powerful Motivation.  

Read 1:1-7 

III. Powerful Motivation: 

1. Here is something that on the one hand seems surprising, yet on the 
other hand its something we already know; namely, that NOT everyone 
has a desire to learn the practical skills or to pay attention to the warning 
signs of wisdom. Do you know why? Solomon suggests that its because 
deep in their souls such people lack something called the fear of the Lord. 
Solomon makes it clear that wisdom for life and discipline for life begin in 
the One who is the Source of Life. Namely, God Himself. 

2. Look again with me at verse 7.  Solomon makes a profound and 
definitive statement. He says, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
knowledge; Fools despise wisdom and instruction.” 

4 Kinds of People 

3. Before we get into a discussion on the Fear of the Lord, this might be a 
good place to talk about the 4 kinds of people Solomon is writing to in 
Proverbs. They include the “simple,” the “young,” the “wise and 
discerning,” and the “Fool.” 

A. “Simple ones” (“naïve”) literally means “open ones.” These 
people are chronically open-minded. That is, their minds are like 
open spaces which can be filled with anything. “They are 
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credulous, formative, impressionable, open to various 
influences.”   Rebekah Manley Pippert once warned that the 3

danger of always having an open mind is that one day your brains 
may fall out! Solomon speaks of this kind of person when he 
writes:  
• "
• (1:4) “To give prudence to the naïve.” 
• (1:22) “How long, O naïve ones, will you love being simple 

minded?  
• (1:32) “For the waywardness of the naïve will kill them.” 
• (14:15) “The naïve believes everything.” 

"
B. The “Young” (Youth) refers to the inexperienced but on the 
threshold of maturity. These are the young people of whom 
Solomon says, punishment with the rod will save their soul from 
death (23:12-16). The idea is of a young person who grows up but 
remains immature. Solomon’s goal is to discipline such young 
people to help them make a commitment to the path of wisdom.  

• (1:4) “To the youth knowledge and discretion.” 
• (7:7) “And I saw among the naive, And discerned among 

the youths A young man lacking sense.” 

"
C. The “Wise and Discerning.” The principle quality of the 
“Wise” seems to be the fact that they seek out counsel and then 
offer it to others. These are the elders, teachers, and counselors in 
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the church. Solomon is writing to them so that they will become 
all the wiser and to equip them to instruct others. 

• (1:5) “A wise man will hear and increase in learning, and a 
man of understanding will acquire wise counsel.” 

• (9:8–9) “…Reprove a wise man and he will love you. 9 
Give instruction to a wise man and he will be still wiser.”  

"
D. The “Fool.” The principle quality of the “Fool” is that he hates 
wisdom and discipline. Which is the same as saying he despises 
the Word of God. Such men and women will not listen to counsel 
and they die for lack of wisdom. The “Fool” is the personification 
of defiant unbelief. He will not acknowledge that the God who 
created him even exists… in fact, he openly denies His existence 
and then tells the world the he is wise. 

• (1:7) “Fools despise wisdom and instruction.” 
• (1:22) “Fools hate knowledge [of God].” 

2 Kinds of People 

4. As you read the book of Proverbs you will come to see that Solomon’s 
concern is really just two kinds of people – the Wise men and Fools. The 
wise man/woman fears the Lord, while the Fool despises wisdom and 
instruction. The Wise man/woman hangs his whole life upon the 
commands, promises, and warnings of the Lord. The Fool trusts his own 
heart and inner impulses to lead him. 

5. My friend, if you are Fool; if you are one who has no interest in 
governing your life according to God’s word, then the book of Proverbs 
will not benefit you. This deep wisdom is only for those who know and 
love the Lord. That’s why Solomon says, “The fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of knowledge.” 
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6. We see this all through the book of Proverbs. Turn over to chapter 9. In 
9:10 we read, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and the 
knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.”  In other words, if you 
want true wisdom for life, it all starts with knowing God.  

A. And by the way, this verse is a bit different than in chapter 1. 
There it said the fear of the Lord is where knowledge begins, 
but here the idea is sharpened. Here the Hebrew text says, “The 
fear of the Lord is the Prerequisite for wisdom 

B. In Hebrew poetry the author will often restate the first point 
with different words in the second point. So, in this case (9:10), 
the “Fear of the Lord,” is the same thing as the “Knowledge of 
the Holy One.” So what is Solomon saying? Solomon is 
making a profound statement here. He is saying, God’s wisdom 
for life only works for those who know the Lord. Or, to state it 
negatively, God’s wisdom will not work for you if you don’t 
know the Lord. This is what the “Fear of the Lord is all about.” 

"
The Fear of the Lord 

7. The more you understand the “Fear of the Lord” the more all of this 
makes sense. You see, basically, the O.T. concept of the Fearing the Lord 
is practically (though not perfectly) synonymous with the N.T. concept of 
being saved, born again, or being a child of God by faith. In fact, 
Solomon even tells us how to obtain the fear of the Lord. Look with me at 
Chapter 2.  

7. Let’s read this together and discuss this passage briefly. (Read 2:1-8) 

8. Let me submit to you that this is O.T. gospel invitation. It is literally 
the gospel in Proverbs. Let me show you.  

A. (10) “If you will receive my words.” The word for “receive” 
here means “to receive by faith.” In other words, if you want to 
know the Lord, you must receive His instruction, His truth, His 
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word by faith. You must have a heart that says, “Lord, I trust 
everything you say. I believe your Word, and I submit my life 
to it.” It is only by faith in the word of God than anyone can 
have the knowledge of God.  

B. Notice in the second line he says, “And treasure my 
commandments within you.” It is not simply by hearing God’s 
word, but by “Treasuring” God’s word that leads to life. To 
treasure means to internalize, to put it into your heart, to make 
it the controlling influence of your life, to memorize it the way 
you memorize the PIN # of your debit card. God’s truth is so 
valuable to you that you want to know it, memorize it, and 
meditate upon it. You depend on it. You love it. It is life to you. 

D. Beloved, this is not a call to “performance based” Christianity. 
Any behaviorist/legalist can reprogram a person through 
rewards and punishments. No, this is not a call to legalism. 
This is an invitation to come and enter into relationship with 
the Lord. 

E. Note in verse 2 the term “Incline your heart” can mean in 
Hebrew “to turn your heart.” It is very similar to the NT 
concept of repentance. God desires hearts that are turned 
toward Him. And as they turn toward Him they must of 
necessity turn away from other things like the promises of sin 
and the impulses of the flesh. Beloved, is this not how people 
have always come to know the Lord? Salvation has always 
been by repentance and faith. 

F. Nevertheless, we understand that even repentance and faith 
come as precious gifts of God’s grace. Look at v. 6. “For the 
Lord gives wisdom; from His mouth come knowledge and 
understanding.” If the wisdom of God’s word leads you to the 
knowledge of the Lord, it will be as a singular and peculiar gift 
of His sovereign grace. 
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1. In Ezekiel 36, God pictures this transaction in terms of 
a spiritual “heart transplant.” 

2. Salvation has always been initiated by the free grace of 
God. And yet, in the Scriptures God frequently offers it 
to man as something he should seek, desire, and ask 
for.  

3. So Solomon says (2:1) “If you will receive it [the 
wisdom of God’s word], (3) “If you will cry out for 
it…, (4) “If you will seek her as silver and search for 
her as for hidden treasures; (5) “Then you will discern 
the fear of the Lord, and discover the knowledge of 
God.” You will know God.  

4. The purpose of the Word of God has always been the 
knowledge of God. We have the Bible so we can know 
God.  

9. This is what the “Fear of the Lord is all about.” But why is it called the 
“Fear” of the Lord? In the O.T., the fear of the Lord has both objective 
and a subjective components.  

A. The objective (rational) aspect of the Fear of the Lord 
becomes evident when the biblical authors refer to the written 
word of God as “The fear of the Lord.” For example, turn to 
Psalm 19. Here David is speaking of the sufficiency of God’s 
written word. Notice the different terms he uses for Scripture 
(Read 9-11). 

B. Again in Psalm 34:11 we read, “Come, you children, listen to 
me; I will teach you the fear of the LORD” (i.e. Scripture). 

C. But there is also a subjective (emotional) aspect of the fear of 
the Lord as well. Often the love of God and the fear of God 
are synonymous in the O.T. Turn to Deut 6.  (Read 6:2, 4-6) 
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D. So you see, the fear of the Lord means obeying His word on 
the one hand and loving Him with all your heart on the other. 
As Bruce Waltke writes, “Both psyches are rooted in faith: 
they believe His promises and love Him; they believe his 
threats and fear Him. In sum, Charles Bridges says, “[The Fear 
of the Lord is] that affectionate reverence, by which the child 
of God bends himself humbly and carefully to his Father’s 
law.”   4

10. So you see, beloved, the Fear of the Lord involves a deep love for and 
a sober reverence for God. By faith we believe His promises of blessing 
and His threats of discipline, and so we walk humbly, obediently, and 
joyfully and blessedly before the eyes of our God. 

11. The message of the book of proverbs is that those who know the fear 
of the Lord are the most blessed and morally upright people in the world.  

• (8:13) “The fear of the LORD is to hate evil…”	

• (9:10) “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, And the 

knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.” 	


• (10:27) “The fear of the LORD prolongs life, But the years of the 
wicked will be shortened.” 	


• (14:26) “In the fear of the LORD there is strong confidence, And his 
children will have refuge.” 	


• (14:27) The fear of the LORD is a fountain of life, That one may 
avoid the snares of death. 	


• (15:16) “Better is a little with the fear of the LORD Than great 
treasure and turmoil with it.”	


• (19:23) The fear of the LORD leads to life, So that one may sleep 
satisfied, untouched by evil. 	
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• (22:4) “The reward of humility and the fear of the LORD Are riches, 
honor and life. 	


• (23:17) Do not let your heart envy sinners, But live in the fear of 
the LORD always. 	


9. Do you need motivation to study and obey the Word of God? It doesn’t 
better any better than this. By pursuing the wisdom of His word we obtain 
an ever-deepening knowledge of God. So you see my friends, the book of 
proverbs is not simply about practical skills. It is about knowing God, 
loving God, and learning to submit to the revealed will of God for His 
great glory and your own great joy.  

10. The prophet Jeremiah summed it up perfectly: 

Thus says the LORD, “Let not a wise man boast of his 
wisdom, and let not the mighty man boast of his might, let 
not a rich man boast of his riches; 24 but let him who 
boasts boast of this, that he understands and knows Me, 
that I am the LORD who exercises lovingkindness, justice 
and righteousness on earth; (Jer. 9:23–24). 

11. Why study the book of Proverbs? We should study it because through 
it we discover Practical Training (i.e. wisdom), Personal Discipline (i.e. 
Instruction), and Powerful Motivation (i.e. the fear of the Lord). Or we 
could say it like this, true wisdom for living comes from a spiritually 
disciplined heart that is empowered by the Fear of the Lord.  

This is what the book of Proverbs promises us.  

B.I: The prerequisite for God’s wisdom for life is, and has always 
been, the Fear of the Lord.
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