
God’s Work Can’t Be Stopped 
Matthew 13:24 Another parable put he forth unto 

them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is 

likened unto a man which sowed good seed in his 

field: 25 But while men slept, his enemy came and 

sowed tares among the wheat, and went his way. 26 But 

when the blade was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then 

appeared the tares also. 27 So the servants of the householder 

came and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in 

thy field? from whence then hath it tares? 28 He said unto 

them, An enemy hath done this. The servants said unto 

him, Wilt thou then that we go and gather them up? 29 But he 

said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also 

the wheat with them. 30 Let both grow together 

until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say 

to the reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and 
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bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather 

the wheat into my barn. 

 31 Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, 

The kingdom of heaven is like to a grain of 

mustard seed, which a man took, and sowed in his 

field: 32 Which indeed is the least of all seeds: but when it is 

grown, it is the greatest among herbs, and 

becometh a tree, so that the birds of the air come and 

lodge in the branches thereof.  

33 Another parable spake he unto them; The 

kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, 

which a woman took, and hid in three measures of meal, till 

the whole was leavened. 34 All these things spake 

Jesus unto the multitude in parables; and without a parable 

spake he not unto them: 35 That it might be fulfilled which 

was spoken by the prophet, saying, I will open my mouth in 

parables; I will utter things which have been 
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kept secret from the foundation of the 

world.  
36 Then Jesus sent the multitude away, and went into the 

house: and his disciples came unto him, saying, Declare 

unto us the parable of the tares of the 

field. 37 He answered and said unto them, He that 

soweth the good seed is the Son of man; 38 The field 

is the world; the good seed are the children of the 

kingdom; but the tares are the children of the 

wicked one; 39 The enemy that sowed them is the 

devil; the harvest is the end of the world; and the reapers 

are the angels.  40 As therefore the tares are gathered and 

burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this 

world. 41 The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and 

they shall gather out of his kingdom all things that offend, and 

them which do iniquity; 42 And shall cast them into a furnace 

of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then 
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shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of 

their Father. Who hath ears to hear, let him hear. 

1. The stories being told  

a. The good seed and the weed 13:24 Another 

parable put he forth unto them, saying, The 

kingdom of heaven is likened unto a 

man which sowed good seed in his field: 25 But 

while men slept, his enemy came and sowed 

tares among the wheat, and went his way. 

i. There was a weed in their day called bearded darnel 

ii. It looked very much like the wheat 

iii. Once you could tell it apart the roots would be so 

intertwined that you could pull it up without harming 

the wheat 

iv. The only way not to harm the wheat was to wait until 

the time of the harvest  

v. There was actually a law against sowing this bad seed 

in the field of another 
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vi. An enemy who wanted to harm another would come in 

the night and sow this bad seed 

vii.The people listening to this story would have fully 

understood the idea 

b. The mustard seed 31 Another parable put he 

forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of 

heaven is like to a grain of mustard 

seed, which a man took, and sowed in his field: 32 

Which indeed is the least of all seeds: but when it is 

grown, it is the greatest among herbs, and 

becometh a tree, so that the birds of the air come 

and lodge in the branches thereof. 

i. The seed was considered the smallest in the proverbial 

sense 

ii. It was their smallest garden seed at the time 

iii. He was teaching a lesson that His work was starting 

small but would grow great 
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c. The leaven 33 Another parable spake he unto 

them; The kingdom of heaven is like unto 

leaven, which a woman took, and hid in three 

measures of meal, till the whole was 

leavened. 
i. Leaven was a little piece of dough kept over from a 

previous baking, which had fermented in the keeping. 

ii. In Jewish thought it was almost always connected with 

evil influence 

iii. The idea of fermentation had to do with rotting, 

putrefaction so was a symbol of evil 

iv. In the Passover Feast they got rid of every bid of leaven  

v. This story however shows the transforming power of 

leaven 

1. It changed baking 

2. The leaven caused a transformation in the dough 

3. The Kingdom also transforms life 

2. The lesson of the wheat and the tares 36 Then Jesus sent 

the multitude away, and went into the house: and his 
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disciples came unto him, saying, Declare unto us 

the parable of the tares of the field. 37 He 

answered and said unto them, He that soweth the 

good seed is the Son of man; 38 The field is the 

world; the good seed are the children of the 

kingdom; but the tares are the children of the 

wicked one; 39 The enemy that sowed them is the 

devil; the harvest is the end of the world; and the 

reapers are the angels. 40 As therefore the tares are 

gathered and burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end 

of this world. 41 The Son of man shall send forth his 

angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all things 

that offend, and them which do iniquity; 42 And shall cast 

them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and 

gnashing of teeth. 43 Then shall the righteous shine forth 

as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Who hath ears to 

hear, let him hear. 
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a. We clearly see that Satan is alive and well in the world  

I Peter 5:8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary 

the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom 

he may devour:  

i. He is trying to destroy the good seed 

ii. He does what he can to hinder the good seed from 

producing fruit 

iii. We must always be on guard, watching and praying 

Matthew 26: 41 Watch and pray, that ye enter 

not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the 

flesh is weak.  

b. We should be careful judging  

i. Those that appear to be good may in fact be bad 

ii. Those that appear to be bad might be good 

iii. You don't know all the facts 

c. Don’t be so quick to judge I Corinthians 4:3 But with me it 

is a very small thing that I should be judged of 

you, or of man’s judgment: yea, I judge not 

mine own self. 4 For I know nothing by myself; yet 

am I not hereby justified: but he that judgeth 
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me is the Lord. 5 Therefore judge 

nothing before the time, until the 

Lord come, who both will bring to light the 

hidden things of darkness, and will make 

manifest the counsels of the hearts: and 

then shall every man have 

praise of God. 

i. While you are getting rid of the weeds you might 

damage the wheat 

ii. What might seem like one horrible mistake and bring 

judgment might not be the final and determining event 

iii. Some live a beautiful life and in the end they mess up 

iv. Best to leave the judging to the one that knows the 

thoughts and intents of the heart 

d. The only One with the right to judge is the Lord Himself 

i. There are things that we need to judge 

ii. Decisions that need to be made 
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iii. But only the Lord knows it all  

3. Lessons from the mustard seed 32 Which indeed is the least 

of all seeds: but when it is grown, it is the greatest 

among herbs, and becometh a tree, so that 

the birds of the air come and lodge in the branches thereof. 

a. The work of God starts small but God grows it to 

something great 

b. Witnessing, serving, getting the gospel out starts with 

one person 

c. One person set on fire for God will spread the fire 

d. It might seem that the work of Jesus was so small, just 

his few disciples in such a large world yet God was going 

to change history with them 

e. Don’t let the smallness of our church, your work, our 

witness discourage you.  

f. A song the kids sang when I was young, “It only takes a 

spark, To get a fire going, And soon all those around, Can 

warm up in the glowing, That’s how it is with God’s love, 

Once you’ve experienced it, You’ll spread His love, To 
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everyone, You’ll want to pass it on 

4. Lessons from the leaven 33 Another parable spake 

he unto them; The kingdom of heaven is 

like unto leaven, which a woman took, and hid in three 

measures of meal, till the whole was 

leavened. 
a. Being born again transforms the life of the individual  

I Corinthians 6:9 Know ye not that the unrighteous shall 

not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: 
neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor 

effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, 10 

Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, 

nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And 

such were some of you: but ye are 

washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are 

justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the 

Spirit of our God. 
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b. Christianity gave dignity to the woman and made her a co 

equal with the man 

c. Like leaven the transforming work of Christ is often not 

seen and noticeable at first 

d. God is at work when you don't necessarily see or realize it 

e. God’s work eventually totally changes things Acts 17:6 

And when they found them not, they drew Jason and 

certain brethren unto the rulers of the city, crying, These 

that have turned the world upside down 
are come hither also;  

5. Lessons to take home today 

a. Know that Satan is doing all he can to destroy your faith 

and the spiritual lives of those in your family 

i. He will cause you to let little things draw you away from 

your brothers and sisters, get you out of church 

ii. He will plant doubts in your heart 

iii. He will get you to look at others and judge them to feel 

superior to Christianity and the things of God 

b. A judgmental spirit among brothers trying to do right can 

destroy many others, the roots are intertwined  
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c. Remember you do not know what is going on in the life of 

your brother or sister so don't judge just love 

d. Remember that you could just as easily fall and so help 

those that have fallen and are hurting Galatians 6:1 

Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are 

spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; 

considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.  

e. Do not allow the smallness of your ministry to discourage 

you 

i. You may not be doing much but God can make it grow 

ii. Take seriously the ministry that God has given you 

iii. If you will mean business and stay faithful maybe God 

will use it to start His work in others 

f. The Word of God and the Work of God radically changes 

lives 

g. Know that if God is truly in your life you will begin to see 

differences. 

i. It will start with things that no one else can see 

ii. It will be heart changes but it will be changes 

iii. You will eventually see that God is making a major 

difference in your life 
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iv. Your desires change, your love for Him grows, other 

things begin to be less important 

v. You are a new creature and it is eventually going to 

show 
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