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KJV – Revelation 2:12-17 

 

“The Revelation of Jesus Christ – Lesson-7” 

Introduction: 
 
     Thus far we have discussed two of the seven churches, the Church at Ephesus and the Church at 
Smyrna. We have learned valuable applications from each of these churches that we should keep in 
mind for our present age. In this lesson we will discuss the Church at Pergamos, the church of 
imperial favor that was settled in the world or what many refer to as the compromising church.  
 
     Pergamos was a church that had compromised with the world and drifted back into carnality. 
Like always, there is a remnant as God has promised in his letter to the Romans.  
 
Romans 11:5 
 
5 Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant according to the election of grace. 
 
     God always has a remnant, among and in this world there is always a group of His people set 
aside. However just like in the days of Noah, as in the days of this letter to the Church at Peragmos 
even in our day and age that remnant is becoming smaller and smaller. There were some in this 
church that were resisting the pull of carnality and the things of the world, they were truly resisting 
the general flow of the tide, but for the most part the majority were like dead pieces of drift wood 
being swept out to sea to eventually be swallowed up by the world and sin.  
 
     The application of the message to this church in our present age is obvious. Worldliness has 
swept into the church. There are some who still hold to the Biblical principles and truth of Biblical 
separation but the majority are content, just like Lot, to seek the best of both the temporal and the 
eternal. 
 
     I say this with the utmost love and humbleness of heart, but I am sure that if the Apostle Paul or 
John the Baptist, were here now with us, dressed in a two piece suit with an Authorized Version or a 
NASB under their arm and you had no knowledge of who they really were; you would not be able to 
agree with their views on Biblical separation.  
 
     John Phillips writes: “Martin Luther, with his resounding “Here I stand!” would be a misfit in many 
Christian congregations today” (Phillips, 2004, Exploring Revelation, An Expository Commentary, 
page 51). It is sometimes more popular to seek a comfortable compromise with the world rather 
than to practice Biblical separation. Because we often find strength in numbers, yet we must realize 
that even when we go with the majority; the majority is not always right. In fact as we learn from 
the Scriptures often times the majority is direct contrast to God and the teachings of this book.  
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     Often times we see how the carnal problems can distract from the work of the ministry, and in 
many cases deter and even halt the kind of work a Christian should be doing as we will see from 
this church here in Pergamos.  
 
      The name Pergamos or Pergamum means to be joined with or married to power. It also means 
“citadel” and is the word from which we get parchment from, a writing material developed from 
animal skin, which was first developed in this area. Pergamos is now the modern day city of 
Bergama; it was built on a 1,000-foot hill in a broad, fertile plain about 20 miles inland from the 
Aegean Sea. It served as the capital of the Roman province of Asia Minor for over 250 years.  
 
     This city served as an important religious center for the pagan cults of Athena, Asklepois, Zeus 
and Dionysius (which was Bacchus, the god of drunkenness). Pergamos was the first city in Asia to 
build a temple to Caesar in 29 B.C. causing it to also become the cult capital of Caesar worship 
throughout Asia.  
 
Revelation 2:12-17 

12 And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write; These things saith he which hath the sharp sword 
with two edges; 

13 I know thy works, and where thou dwellest, even where Satan's seat is: and thou holdest fast my 
name, and hast not denied my faith, even in those days wherein Antipas was my faithful martyr, who 
was slain among you, where Satan dwelleth. 

14 But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, 
who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto 
idols, and to commit fornication. 

15 So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes, which thing I hate. 

16 Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will fight against them with the sword of my 
mouth. 

17 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh 
will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name 
written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it. 

     Like in all seven of these individual letters to the churches, the LORD begins the letters with a 
reference to Himself. In each letter He gives a different description of Himself, but the description 
He gives is one of meaning so that the church being addressed can understand the message and the 
content with greater meaning.  
 
Revelation 2:12 

12 And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write; These things saith he which hath the sharp sword 
with two edges; 
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     Here the LORD begins with the introduction as these things coming from: He which hath the 
sharp sword with two edges. It is here He is declaring His right and authority to pronounce judgment 
as He is the Living Word and the Word of God is sharper than any two edged sword. He is letting 
them know that this message is coming from Him, these words of truth may sting, cut and even 
pierce but His Word is forever true, and there is power in God’s Word.  
 
Revelation 2:13 

13 I know thy works, and where thou dwellest, even where Satan's seat is: and thou holdest fast my 
name, and hast not denied my faith, even in those days wherein Antipas was my faithful martyr, who 
was slain among you, where Satan dwelleth. 

     The LORD proclaimed that He knew their works. Note that this expression occurs in all seven 
letters as well. Christ knew their loyalty to the LORD was being maintained by His remnant in 
Pergamos. Even in the midst of the darkest times of this church, He knew their works because they 
dwelled even where Satan’s seat was at that time. Satan’s seat is, in reality his throne. Satan’s 
ambition from the very beginning of his fall has been to exalt his throne above the stars.  
 
     Satan is a created being he is not sovereign therefore he does not possess the attributes of deity.  
 

• Satan is not Omniscient:  
 
     He is not all knowing, although he does have at his disposal an efficient organization of 
fallen angels that are untied in a highly functional system of espionage, destruction and 
obstruction. He does not know all things, he cannot read your mind, in fact he doesn’t know 
what you’re thinking until it comes out of your mouth. Even though he is not omniscient, he 
is supernatural and does have one thing to his advantage. He and his fallen angels have had 
6,000 years to observe mankind.  
 
     We know from the Scriptures that neither Satan nor his minions are all knowing because 
of the story from Daniel chapter ten. Daniel prayed for an answer of understanding and as 
soon as he started praying Gabriel was sent to deliver the answer. He was hinder, 21 days 
by the prince of Persia and Michael was sent to help Gabriel. Later in that chapter Gabriel 
tells Daniel he must return to fight with the prince of Persia, and when he is gone the prince 
of Grecia shall come. God’s omniscient is eternal and neither Satan nor his minions have this 
attribute of deity, they do not know what has yet to be revealed unto them.  

 
• Satan is not Omnipotent: 

 
     He is not all powerful. He is a supernatural being and he exerts great power through a 
hierarchical structure made up of thrones, dominions, principalities, powers, the rulers of 
this world’s darkness, and wicked spirits in high places as outlined in Ephesians 6:12, 
Colossians 1:16 and 2:15. Even with all this power, he is still subject to his creator, and can 
only do that which is accordance with the Sovereign Will of Almighty God.   

 
• Satan is not Omnipresent: 

 
     He is not ever present at all times; he can only be in only place at a time. We have learned 
this fact from the book of Job, from when he was summoned before God in the Third- 
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Heaven. He had been wandering across the face of the earth and up and down in it. Paul lets 
us know in Ephesians 2:2 that Satan is the prince of the power of the air, and as such, no 
doubt he has a throne somewhere in the heavenlies, the second heaven that is.  
 
     The Apostle John tells us from his gospel that Satan is the prince of this world. Therefore 
one could assume that he has a throne on earth as well. In fact since he is not omnipresent 
he would have to have multiple thrones and during the time John was writing this letter 
Satan’s earthly throne was at Pergamos. 

 
     The LORD had commended them for their faith through all of this trouble. John wrote and said:  
and thou holdest fast my name, and hast not denied my faith. Through all of the troubles within this 
city that the true remnant had to endure they held fast to the faith in the name of the LORD Jesus 
Christ. Centered in the city of Satan’s seat, his throne, surrounded by satanic opposition and all 
forms of Gentile false religions, cult worship, emperor worship, rituals and customs the remnant 
held firm to the faith through all of this.  
 
     The LORD goes on in verse 13 to commend them in saying: even in those days wherein Antipas 
was my faithful martyr, who was slain among you, where Satan dwelleth.  Antipas was probably the 
pastor of the church there in Pergamos. Tradition says that Antipas was burned to death inside of a 
brass bull because he would not worship the emperor and recant the name of Christ. To think all 
this occurred right in the same city where the seat of Satan was, wonder where Satan has his seat or 
his earthly throne today? 
 
Revelation 2:14 

14 But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, 
who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto 
idols, and to commit fornication. 

     After the commendation comes the strong rebuke from the one who speaks with the sharp sword 
with two edges: But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there them that hold the 
doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac.  

     In Numbers 22 through 25 we find the story of Balaam who was an apostate prophet hired by 
king Balak of Moab to curse the children of Israel. He was paid by the king and every time he sought 
to curse Israel the plot backfired and Israel was blessed. Then Balaam told the king of his new plan 
which has become known throughout the Bible referring back to the doctrine of Balaam.  

     Balaam’s doctrine is so simple, still in use by Satan today. If you cannot curse God’s people, then 
corrupt them. Send in your women, your wine, your idols and your riches. They will be tempted to 
join their selves with you. If you corrupt them, God will have to punish them and their numbers will 
diminish and the threat to your kingdom will decrease.  

     Satan still uses this same tactic today; he uses the holiness of the character of God against God’s 
people to accomplish his own evil deeds. The doctrine of Balaam worked and the anger of the LORD 
was kindled against Israel. God sent in a great plague of destruction in that 24,000 Israelites died. If 
it were not for the priest Phinehas taking a stand the hand of God’s wrath may have included more 
in that number.  
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     This doctrine brings the world into the church among God’s people and causes a stumbling block 
for further edification. It brings in the temptations of the temporal and material that results in idol 
worship, fornication, and outright disobedience unto God. A common practice still in use by Satan 
today, the merging of Moab with Israel, today it would be the merging of the world with the Church; 
known as the doctrine of Balaam. 

Revelation 2:15 

15 So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes, which thing I hate. 

     They also had been corrupted by the teachings of the Nicolaitans. This was a problem in 
Pergamos and the LORD hated this. It was a heresy that was similar to the teaching of Balaam. 
Nicolas means “one who conquers the people.” Irenaeus writes that Nicolas a proselyte of Antioch 
that was made one of the first deacons of the church in Acts 6:5 was a false believer who later 
became apostate.  

     Because of his early dealing with the church and his credentials he was able to lead many in the 
church astray. This group followed Nicolas who promoted a licentious indulging of the flesh, living a 
life of self-indulgence their false teaching perverted the gospel of grace and replaces it with liberty 
and license. 

Revelation 2:16 

16 Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will fight against them with the sword of my 
mouth. 

     The LORD gives His command in verse 16, repent! Or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will 
fight against them with the sword of my mouth. This sword of His mouth is the Word of God that 
represents judgment.  

     Now what is true repentance? Is it saying a prayer? Is it feeling sorry and maybe shedding a few 
tears? True repentance is a gift from God by His grace. We express contrition for our sins and their 
offense to our holy Creator, but the Holy Spirit must give us the ability to do this. Without His 
sovereign work, we do not care that we have offended the Lord by breaking His law.  

     In fact, before regeneration we glory in our rebellion. But when the Spirit works in our hearts, we 
see our sin and, hating it, turn to Christ from our sin. A life of true repentance is a manifestation of 
an authentic conversion and the marks of a new creature in Christ.  

     So taking the context of this verse and the facts known about Balaam and the Nicolaitans, who is 
the LORD talking to here? Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will fight against them. He 
is not talking to the elect remnant in Pergamos He is talking to those within this unit putting on a 
face, wearing a mask and just profanely and rebelliously playing church and the LORD stated He 
would come and fight against them.  

     But the message to the elect of Pergamos was also that of repentance. Deal with the issues at 
hand, constantly turn to Christ away from such actions, doctrines and yes sometimes even the 
people themselves.  
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Revelation 2:17 

17 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh 
will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name 
written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it. 

     This is a quite mysterious message here, the LORD ends each letter with a promise to them that 
overcome and here their promise is three-fold. First to be given hidden manna to eat which is the 
spiritual bread that comes from the Word of God. The unregenerate world will not receive this until 
they are born from above with saving faith in Christ. But we get this now, upon the birth into the 
family of God because in Him we have already overcome.  

     Second, He states that he will give them that overcome a white stone. When an athlete would win 
a game in the times of the Greeks and the Romans they were given a white stone, and the looser 
was given a black stone. This white stone was the admission pass to the winner’s celebration that 
would occur after the games. This very well could picture the moment when the over comer will 
receive admission into the victory celebration after the Judgment Seat of Christ which will follow 
the Rapture of the Church.  

     Third, they are given a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it. 
This is a personal message from Christ to the ones that He loves, which serves as their eternal pass 
into glory. It is so personal that only the person who receives it will know what it is. This is just a 
few things that the LORD has in store for those that overcome, and who is it that will overcome?  

I John 5:4-5 

4 For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the 
world, even our faith. 

5 Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God? 

 

 


