
1 
 

Ringstraked and Speckled      Princess Chapel Church 
Princess Chapel Church      12340 Old Princess Road 
princess.chapel@yahoo.com      Ashland, KY 41102 
 
Pastor, Douglas Salyer       January 15, 2014 
 

KJV – Genesis 30:25-43 

 

“Ringstraked and Speckled” 

     Jacob has thus far been blessed with 11 sons and a daughter. He has been with his uncle Laban 
now for 14 years and is ready to leave. The remainder of this chapter is what is called by some as 
Jacob’s distress. Even more unjust and unfair treatment by his uncle, yet Laban has learned one 
very important thing about Jacob in the last 14 years and he wants to hang on to this as long as he 
possibly can. 
 
Genesis 30:25-26 

25 And it came to pass, when Rachel had born Joseph, that Jacob said unto Laban, Send me away, that I 
may go unto mine own place, and to my country. 

26 Give me my wives and my children, for whom I have served thee, and let me go: for thou knowest my 
service which I have done thee. 

     Jacob had been away long enough, 14 years but this whole time his absence from his home 
country did not dull his awareness of where he actually belonged. He belonged in the land of his 
father to which the LORD God promised him. 

     Since Mesopotamia, the area where he was now residing with Uncle Laban, was not his home and 
his contract with Laban was up; he very much desired to return to “mine own place,” and “my 
country.” But Uncle Laban has learned a valuable lesson and devises a plan to keep Jacob even 
longer with him.  

Genesis 30:27 

27 And Laban said unto him, I pray thee, if I have found favour in thine eyes, tarry: for I have learned by 
experience that the LORD hath blessed me for thy sake. 

     This lesson that Laban has learned that he expresses to Jacob is very clear in this verse. Laban 
wants Jacob to tarry there with him as long as possible. Now 14 years has passed Laban has been 
given sons over this time as well as Jacob been given sons. So the lack of male heir-ship for Laban is 
not the issue here. The lack of having a male to tend to the work of the herds and the fields is not 
the issue here. 

     Laban had another very important reason for keeping Jacob close to him. And he tells his nephew 
that “I have learned by experience that the LORD hath blessed me for thy sake.” God blesses me 
because of you Jacob. Laban had learned this, yet he abused this fact for his own personal gain and 
wealth. 
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     Many say that they cannot understand why God blesses the wicked while blessing the righteous. 
It is simple the reprobate are blessed because of the elect. God’s Sovereignty over-watched and 
protected Jacob throughout all of his journeys. God said I will not leave you until I have done all that 
I have spoken of to thee. Now because Jacob was with Laban, Laban was being blessed because of 
Jacob’s sake. 

     The Bible plainly states that: Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that 
hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; That ye may be the children 
of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and 
sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. (Matthew 5:44-45). 

     Here is a Biblical example of this. Joshua chapter ten. The nation of Israel was at war with Gibeon 
and the day was ending but the battle was far from over; yet in order for the children of Israel to 
prevail over their enemies they needed more daylight. Joshua 10:12 tells us that Joshua spake to the 
LORD, and asked that the sun stand still upon Gibeon. The sun stood still and the children of Israel 
had a great victory of Gibeon. God’s elect received the blessings, yet the wicked, unbelieving and the 
reprobate also received this. 

     Just picture this: hundreds of miles to the east there was an idol worshipping,  reprobate, gentile 
that did not believe in the God of Israel. He was outside in his wheat field with his workers trying to 
bring in the harvest before nightfall. He was cursing God and angry because he was not going to 
have enough sunlight to bring in his wheat harvest.  

     Yet when the sun stood still over Gibeon it affects that farmer hundreds of miles away also and 
he too received the extra sunlight. Now God did not bless that unbeliever, but His blessings were 
directly to the elect of the children of Israel.  

     However many were affected by this Sovereign act that showed God’s longsuffering for His 
people that they might prosper. For he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth 
rain on the just and on the unjust. 

Genesis 30:28 

28 And he said, Appoint me thy wages, and I will give it. 

     Laban had on two occasions asked this of Jacob; appoint me your wages. He wanted him to stay. 
The first time Laban made this request to Jacob was in Genesis 29:15 when he sought to reward 
him because he was a relative. Yet over the years his motives had changed and he was now 
motivated by greed and lust the second time he made this request.  

     The LORD has blessed me on your account so tell me your wages and stay. Yet Jacob has matured 
a little over the years and now as a 91 year old man he is able to make a clear discernment. Jacob 
had readily confirmed Laban’s evaluation in that “little” had indeed become “a multitude” since he 
had come on the scene. 

     Laban’s superficial generosity should not be mistaken for any sort of genuine goodness but only 
greed. He was attempting to deceive Jacob into staying because it benefited his desires and was 
potentially profitable for him. 
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Genesis 30:29-30 

29 And he said unto him, Thou knowest how I have served thee, and how thy cattle was with me. 

30 For it was little which thou hadst before I came, and it is now increased unto a multitude; and the 
LORD hath blessed thee since my coming: and now when shall I provide for mine own house also? 

     Jacob is no dummy, he states the facts. Jacob is really starting to grow and we see next how God’s 
Sovereignty is further demonstrated by the wisdom given to Jacob on this decision and over the 
matter of the livestock. Because at this point Jacob is starting to realize; because the unbelieving 
around him have already noticed and realized that the God of Heaven was the superintendent of the 
affairs of Jacob’s life. 

Genesis 30:31-34 

31 And he said, What shall I give thee? And Jacob said, Thou shalt not give me any thing: if thou wilt do 
this thing for me, I will again feed and keep thy flock. 

32 I will pass through all thy flock to day, removing from thence all the speckled and spotted cattle, and 
all the brown cattle among the sheep, and the spotted and speckled among the goats: and of such shall 
be my hire. 

33 So shall my righteousness answer for me in time to come, when it shall come for my hire before thy 
face: every one that is not speckled and spotted among the goats, and brown among the sheep, that 
shall be counted stolen with me. 

34 And Laban said, Behold, I would it might be according to thy word. 

     The agreement was simple, and it was a win-win deal for Laban. Jacob said I will tend your herds 
for the next six years and my payment will only be the cattle and the sheep that are speckled and 
spotted from all your herds those that are not ringstraked and spotted will belong to you.  

Genesis 30:35-36 

35 And he removed that day the he goats that were ringstraked and spotted, and all the she goats that 
were speckled and spotted, and every one that had some white in it, and all the brown among the 
sheep, and gave them into the hand of his sons. 

36 And he set three days' journey betwixt himself and Jacob: and Jacob fed the rest of Laban's flocks. 

     Now like I said this was a win-win for Laban. But look what Laban does to insure that he has a 
great herd. Laban has agreed to this because he figured the chances of producing spotted animals 
are slim to none after he goes in and separates all the striped, ringstraked and spotted males and 
females from all his herds.  

     Then he gives them to his own sons and sets them apart by a three day’s journey which is about 
sixty miles.  
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     With no striped, ringstraked and spotted males and females to breed with, Jacob is left with 
Laban’s flocks of only pure white non-spotted cattle.  

     Laban is a ruthless, self-centered father-in-law and boss who is trying to eliminate any and all 
possible means of prosperity for Jacob. 

Genesis 30:37-39 

37 And Jacob took him rods of green poplar, and of the hazel and chesnut tree; and pilled white strakes 
in them, and made the white appear which was in the rods. 

38 And he set the rods which he had pilled before the flocks in the gutters in the watering troughs when 
the flocks came to drink, that they should conceive when they came to drink. 

39 And the flocks conceived before the rods, and brought forth cattle ringstraked, speckled, and spotted. 

     I do not know how other than through divine intervention Jacob’s plan worked.  

     These unspotted cattle looked upon these rods while watering and afterwards when they 
conceived these flocks that looked upon these rods brought forth cattle ringstraked, speckled, and 
spotted. 

Genesis 30:40-41 

40 And Jacob did separate the lambs, and set the faces of the flocks toward the ringstraked, and all the 
brown in the flock of Laban; and he put his own flocks by themselves, and put them not unto Laban's 
cattle. 

41 And it came to pass, whensoever the stronger cattle did conceive, that Jacob laid the rods before the 
eyes of the cattle in the gutters, that they might conceive among the rods. 

     Jacob did the same for the lambs, and he focused upon the stronger of the cattle. 

Genesis 30:42 

42 But when the cattle were feeble, he put them not in: so the feebler were Laban's, and the stronger 
Jacob's. 

     If the cattle were weak and feeble he didn’t put the rods in. So when the cattle were born the 
weaker and feeble cattle that were solid belonged to Laban, yet the stronger, speckled and 
ringstraked cattle and lambs belonged to Jacob. 

Genesis 30:43 

43 And the man increased exceedingly, and had much cattle, and maidservants, and menservants, and 
camels, and asses. 
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     The LORD God prospered Jacob in everything that he set his hand to, not just with the cattle. 
Everything he touched was now being blessed by God and a very important fact to see in the growth 
and development of this man named Jacob is this: he gave all the credit to God. 
 
     In the next chapter we see that Jacob tells Laban’s son; Thus God hath taken away the cattle of 
your father, and given them to me. 
 
     Honor is due where honor is due, praise and glory is due where it is due, and to God be all the 
glory, great things He hath done. Jacob is slowly starting to learn and grow because of the working 
of a Sovereign God in his life. Nothing can stop a Sovereign God, and nothing can thwart His plan 
and purpose for the life of His own. 
 
     We may be spotted, speckled and ringstraked, but God hath taken us away from our old master 
and given us unto the Good Shepherd. 
 
     He has given us to the Good Shepherd, and my Bible tells me in John chapter six; All that the 
Father hath given me, will come to me. And I will in nowise cast him out. 


