
The Best Meal in Town

Why do we exist? We exist to fulfill God’s desires.  To Bring about God’s will. 
What does God want? God wants to bring himself glory by the salvation of the redeemed.
How can we bring God what He wants?

Turn to Luke 14 and we will talk about ways we will bring God what He wants.

1. Luke 14:16-24 - We will Indiscriminately Invite Everyone

• Picture salvation like a great banquet (Banquet of Eternal Joy).

• God wants us to indiscriminately invite all people to attend this banquet.

• Until Jesus comes back to consummate Redemption, we may assume that the banquet hall is not 
full. But God aims to fill it. So the charge lies upon the church even now to go out, without any 
favoritism to race or color or class or creed, and "compel" them to come in—that is, to be urgent in 
our invitations and persuasions.

• Some will throw away their invitation and go off to their real estate and businesses and spouses. 
But that must not stop us. 

• Find the one’s who are hungry for the Bread of Life! Beat the hedges! 

• Invite the parents in the bleachers.
... the cashier
... the waitress
... pizza delivery boy
... that person you see every week at the gym
... don’t assume anything.  Be indiscriminate.  Give the Holy Spirit an opportunity.

• God WILL NOT have his banquet hall full!

2. Luke 14:15-16 - We will be Connoisseurs of His Delights

      A. WE KNOW THE MENU

• There is someone in this congregation that often invites me to join him in trying out new 
restaurants and new cuisines.  Often the first question my friend asks the waitresses is, “What do 
you recommend.”  And many times that is exactly what he orders.
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• If we are going to be passionate about the Banquet of God’s Goodness, we need to be joyfully 
satisfied with His goodness ourselves. Having tasted, savored, and relished His goodness!

• When we invite people to join this feast of blessings, how familiar are we with the menu?
Can we testify personally of its goodness?
Can we describe the distinct differences of God’s goodness compared the best the world has to 
offer?

• EXPOSITION: 14:1 - Jesus is dining at the home of a ruler of the Pharisees
- V.15 - an unnamed man reclining at the table thought he would say something smart - “Blessed is 
everyone who will eat bread in the kingdom of God!”
- V.16 - notice verse 16 begins with “but” = Jesus is rebuking the man because the man is talking 
like the kingdom of God is some far away abstract reality.  But IN REALITY the kingdom of God 
was present at that very table PERSONIFIED in Jesus Christ.
- In other words, the man was talking about eating BREAD, but didn’t know the true BREAD of 
LIFE was sitting right next to him.

- We can’t speak of God’s kingdom in the abstract!
God’s kingdom is here.  We are its citizens in Christ Jesus.
We should be true aficionadoes of God’s Banquet Feast, know the menu, proficient with the 
ingredients, personally familiar with the Chef, and ourselves be hungry patrons for more.

- To enjoy the rare tastes of God's table, you must stop stuffing your stomach with the cheap fast 
foods of sin, the poisonous soul-killing entrees of this world’s philosophies.

- Some preferred land to God. Some preferred their careers to God. And some preferred wives to 
God. And Jesus says - none of them will be at the eternal banquet.  They had no idea chose 
they temporary GOOD over eternal BEST.

     B. WE KNOW THE QUALITY (value, price) OF THE MENU

• read the excuses given in vv.18-20 concerning issues with business, career, family 
and the issues described in vv. 25-33 concerning priorities such as family, business, career.

• These issues are really about what a person values.

• Coming right after the open invitation to the banquet of the kingdom of God, the point of these two 
parables is surely something like this: The banquet hall is big! The food is delicious! The invitation 
to come is sent to all! But the entrance requirement is that you are more hungry for what God 
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serves than for what the world serves—more hungry for God than for mother or father or spouse or 
child or siblings or business investments like land or buildings or career responsibilities like 
purchasing cows or making executive decisions.

• The point is this: You have a value system, Everything in your life has a price.  BUT DO YOU 
VALUE  THE THINGS OF GOD?
DO YOU RECOGNIZE THE QUALITY OF GOD’S BLESSINGS?
DO YOU KNOW THE PRICE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN WHAT GOD IS OFFERING AND 
WHAT THIS WORLD OFFERS?

- Like an inexperienced child at a restaurant he fills himself on the free bread and is completely 
full, with no appetite for the Ribeye steak entree. The inexperienced child doesn’t know what 
he’s missing!

- Anybody who comes to the feast of God with a candy bar in his back pocket will be turned 
away. "He who does not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple." 

3. Luke 14:34-35 - We Will be Influential for God

• Salty = (Urban lingo) angry, irritated; (Christian lingo) evangelistic, cause people to desire the 
things of God; enhance people’s appetites for God’s blessings

• Don’t lose your saltiness (your appetite for the church, for Christianity, for worship and service) or 
you will become worthless.

• Matthew 5:13 - “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be 
restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people’s 
feet.”

• Salty people are such fans of God’s grace, have been so radically transformed by Christ, and are 
continuing to be transformed -- they are shining like lights - attracting the attention of people’s 
souls.

• Salty people so crave God’s kingdom they cause those around them to become curious.

• They speak so well of God’s love that it  causes the hungry mouths of those with famished souls to 
water ... desiring to taste God’s glory.

• When you meet that rare brand of person, you will suddenly discover that all other brands are 
bland and this radical brand alone is the salt of the earth.
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4. Luke 15:1-2 - We Will Joyfully Feast While the World Grumbles

• There is such encouraging news for all of us in this passage! Look who have accepted the 
invitation of Jesus and are now eating with him and HEARING him (in 15:1). Right after the 
saying that he who has ears to hear should hear, we read, "Now the tax collectors and sinners were 
all drawing near to HEAR him." Tax collectors—the lovers of money, corrupt people, despised —
and sinners—which usually included prostitutes, drunkards, criminals, immoral, at the least 
nonreligious—were coming, and hearing, and (as verse 2 says) eating with Jesus. 

- The banquet of the kingdom has already begun, and even those who had devoted their lives to 
sin have been given ears to hear and are welcome into the fellowship of Jesus. 

- Eating with Jesus will transform your life.

- There is hope that you can enter this morning no matter what you have done.

• Notice in v.2  how people grumbled about Jesus and those whom he fellowshipped with.

• When sinners respond to the invitation of Christ, the Pharisees grumble but God rejoices.

• God got what he wanted -- but the religious crowd greatly disapproved! How ironic!

• So Jesus told three parables in Chapter 15 to set the record straight. The parables of the lost sheep 
and the lost coin and the lost (or prodigal) son are Jesus' way of giving God's response to what is 
happening when Jesus eats with tax collectors and sinners. The Pharisees may grumble, but God 
and all heaven with him rejoice.

• Lost sheep: Verse 7: "Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who 
repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance."

• Lost coin: Verse 10: "Just so, I tell you, there is joy before the angels of God over one sinner who 
repents."

• Lost son: Verse 22: "The father said to his servants, 'Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on 
him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet; and bring the fatted calf and kill it, and let 
us eat and make merry; for this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.' 
And they began to make merry."
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Summary: Four ways we shall fill God’s Banquet Hall of Blessings:

a. We will Indiscriminately Invite Everyone

b. We will be Connoisseurs of His Delights

c. We will be Influential for God

d. We Will Joyfully Feast While the World Grumbles 

Several immediate ways for us to apply this message:

1. Become Personally Responsible for God’s Mission Locally

• Our effectiveness in missions as a church is only possible when each member of our church feels 
personally responsible for missions in your locality.

• We need to personalize the 4 points of this sermon. Don’t be a freeloader in God’s kingdom.

2. Evangelistically Love Your City

• Share God’s Love with All: Jesus said, “Love your neighbor” and “Love your enemy.”

• Share God’s Love Locally: Jeremiah 29:7 - “Seek the welfare of the city to which I’ve called 
you.”

• Socially: Birth Choice, poverty (socks, clothing, food), housing, health (environmental)

• Culturally: Balloon Festival, 4th of July Parade, Worship at the Merc

3. Indiscriminately Invite People to Come Worship with Us

• Good evangelism is directing people's attention to the truth and value of the gospel in the power of 
the Holy Spirit. Since our Sunday worship service is the gathering of God's people to celebrate the 
truth and value of the gospel in the power of the Holy Spirit, Sunday mornings may be the the 
place that will most impact some unbelievers.  

• May they sit here in the midst of people and the intensity and authenticity of our worship draw 
them into the banquet hall of God's salvation.  May we be salty of God.

• Meet me every Sunday morning at 10:05 am behind this building for prayer for our Worship.

• Bring friends and colleagues who may have ears to hear and are hungry for what we are feasting 
upon. 
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