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I'd like to ask you to take your Bible again tonight to the second letter that Peter wrote in 
your New Testament where we have been studying together now for a number of weeks, 
a passage that we have agreed together is central to an expectation, in fact, we could 
argue it this way: a command that the Lord articulated to his people through the pen of 
the Apostle Peter. We have been making our way through the first 11 verses of chapter 1 
and we noted that these verses really are the practical way in which we fulfill something 
that Peter spoke about to the believers that he was writing to in his first epistle. 

So, while you keep your finger in 2 Peter 1, let me just remind you of the verse that we're 
talking about. In the second chapter of his first letter to these believers, Peter said to them 
in verse 9 that they had been called by God for this purpose, “to proclaim the excellencies 
of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.” Whatever else you 
may end up doing with your life and however you may invest the years that God has 
given you in that life, wherever it is that you invest that, however you may choose to 
spend those years, that is his ultimate objective with you in this life, that you would be an 
individual, that I would be an individual that is committed with our life to proclaim the 
excellencies, the glory of the one who called us out of darkness into his marvelous light. 

We observe tonight a table that represents how God did this. How did he call you out of 
darkness? Theologically there are a lot of ways to answer that question and when you 
begin to study all of the different aspects of how God did that, you begin to see the 
variegated manifold wisdom of God that is expressed in the way that he brought you to 
the place where you have an invitation to this table. When you think about what he did to 
satisfy his own wrath, to propitiate his wrath, when you think that the one that you 
needed to be made safe from was God himself and you begin to reflect on all of those 
things and then you realize that as you sit here tonight and as I stand here tonight, we 
come before God as fully redeemed people. We come before God with a redemption that 
has been accomplished and it has been granted to us. Truly we ought to be people who 
invest our life proclaiming the glorious excellencies of the God who accomplished this.

Now, how in the world do we go about doing this? How do we proclaim the excellencies 
of the one who called us out of darkness into the light? And Peter's answer to that is this: 
that the primary way in which you make that proclamation will be in the way that you 
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live. He makes the argument through both of his letters, not that our words are not 
unimportant, in fact, we know that in order for the content of the gospel to get from one 
person to another, there has to be an explanation of that content but what is going to give 
that explanation weight? What is going to give the words that we utter about the gospel, 
the words that we speak about the Lord, what is going to give those words impact on a 
human level? 

We realize that the Spirit of God has to open the heart and the mind of the person that 
we're talking to just like Paul wrote to the Corinthians in 2 Corinthians 4 but what will 
give our words weight when we speak them before a watching and a listening world? 
And Peter's answer to that is: your life. The primary way in which we proclaim the 
excellencies of the one who called us out of darkness is by living a life commensurate 
with what he has done and in order for us to live that kind of life, Peter is reminding us in 
the first chapter of his second letter that there is a responsibility that God has given to us. 
He has made an abundant provision for this kind of a life. In fact, the first four verses of 
the chapter speak to God's provision. In fact, everything that begins in verse 5 and 
follows, assumes that we understand and have embraced the idea that God has done 
everything necessary for us to engage in our part. 

He is not leaving us to construct this kind of character in our own strength. He has laid a 
thorough and a strong foundation but there is a part that he has assigned to us and that 
part is the cultivation of Christ-like character and that character begins in verse 5 with an 
intentional pursuit and that pursuit is that we would bring to our lives certain qualities 
that are listed out and we have been looking at those qualities. For example: if we really 
are going to live the kind of life that is going to display the excellency of the one who 
called us out of darkness into light, we are going to have to bring to our life intentionally 
and personally and persistently and not just individually but corporately as well, we are 
going to have to bring large quantities of moral excellence. 

We talked about the fact that moral excellence involved developing, cultivating and 
displaying the character of the Lord Jesus Christ, that we ought to be like Christ. And the 
only way for us to know what that looks like, the only way for us to be able to cultivate 
that kind of response in our life is when we are enabled by the word to understand what it 
looks like. Where do we go to find out what moral excellence is? How do we understand 
what it looks like? How do we go about implementing it and knowing how to implement 
it in our life? The answer is: you have to pursue knowledge and that's the second quality 
in the list. Knowledge there speaks of the knowledge that we gain personally and 
intimately as we relate to God through his word. How do I know what Jesus is really 
like? How do I know not just what he is like, how do I know what he thinks like? How do 
I know how he responds? How do I know what he likes? And the answer is we have to go 
to an authoritative, accurate, inspired source for all of that information and God has given 
that to you in the word. The word is the means by which we grow. It's not just the place 
where God has put information about our growth, it's actually the means by which God 
enables us to grow as the Spirit of God illumines our understanding so that we can 
understand what we are reading and then he enables us so that we can actually obey what 
we are understanding.
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So, when we talk about proclaiming the excellencies of the one who called us out of 
darkness into light, it starts with an intentional commitment on our part to cultivate the 
character and likeness of Christ in us and in order to do that we need knowledge that we 
gain from God's word. And then the third thing that we need to bring to this equation is a 
Spirit-enabled willingness to say no to the desires that rise up in our flesh that are counter 
to all of this. Peter's description of that comes in the word “self-control.” So, when you 
and I set out to live this sort of life, it begins with moral excellence that is informed by 
knowledge gained from God's word and it is enabled by a Spirit-energized willingness to 
say no to ourselves, to bring out flesh to that place where we mortify it with the Spirit's 
help. That's not something I can do on my own; that's not something that you have 
enough strength in you to do. That is something that the Spirit of God has to enable.

That brings us to this question: what will this sort of a life, what will sustain this sort of a 
life when we face prolonged pressure? When we cultivate a likeness to Christ that we 
gain from the knowledge that is given to us in God's word and we are Spirit-enabled, the 
Spirit of God works in us so that we are willing to say no to our flesh, so that we are 
willing to mortify our flesh, what will sustain that over a lengthy period of time? What 
will enable us to live this way? What will motivate us to live this way given the extreme 
price and the sustained time that will be required of us in order to accomplish this? 
Particularly when you think of the culture and the context in which you have been called 
to display this? 

Peter's answer is in the next two virtues that are in our text. If you're going to accomplish 
what virtues 1, 2 and 3 are designed to do and you're going to accomplish this over a 
sustained period of time, you're going to need the next two qualities: you're going to need 
perseverance and you're going to need godliness. The best way, perhaps, to understand 
those two qualities is to allow Peter to explain them to us out of his writings. Now, there 
are many places that you can go in your New Testament to find mention of these two 
qualities. In fact, if you look at the word “perseverance” and you just ask yourself the 
question: what is perseverance? There are 32 places in your New Testament where you 
could go to find answers to that. 

I would like for us to look at what Peter has to say about that term because he's the one in 
this context that's talking to us. So, “Peter, what do you mean when you say to us that you 
want us or God wants us to bring huge amounts of perseverance into the equation.” What 
is perseverance? The word “perseverance” comes from a Greek term that means “to 
remain under.” It's the idea of being under a weight or under something that is bearing 
down on you and being able to stay under that without being crushed. The term occurs in 
many places, in four primary contexts. When you think of this word that Peter uses, it's in 
your Bible as the word “perseverance,” when you think about that word, sometimes that 
word came in the context of a military contest or a military engagement and it had to do 
in that sort of context with the idea of courageous resistance. Here is an enemy that is 
bearing down on you and has been bearing down on you for an extended period of time. 
You can go back and read through the history of the wars that have come upon, really 
even just the Western world and you can find many occasions where those wars took 
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place over a protracted period of time, an extended period of time. And the word that 
Peter would use to describe that kind of a military engagement over a lengthy period of 
time is this word: that you remain under, that there be a courageous resistance that doesn't 
give up. 

Sometimes the term would be used in an athletic context. Here it would be speaking of 
endurance in a contest. A confident engagement that refuses to give up. Have you ever 
watched an athletic contest between two individuals and one of those individuals is 
clearly outmatched? And yet after a while, your heart just goes for that person because 
even though that person is clearly outmatched or outweighed or whatever, that person 
refuses to stay down. In fact, you're looking and saying, “You know, the best thing you 
could do right now is just stay down,” and he pops right back up. That's the idea here. 
There is a courageous resistance, there is a confident engagement. 

It's used in a societal context at times. Speaking against or about endurance in spite of the 
pressures of society, this would be a gracious determination: to hold your position. Here 
you are in a social context and you happen to hold a dissenting view and you are doing it 
with a gracious determination. Sometimes it's used in a religious context where you are 
holding on with a joyful fidelity. You refuse to grant any backup to your view.

All of this comes to mind when Peter uses this term. It's the idea of a courageousness, a 
confidence, a graciousness, a joyful fidelity of faithfulness. And all of this comes into 
play not in a passive way. Think of this as an active attitude. When you think of 
perseverance, think of it as an active attitude that is filled with courage. It's filled with 
joy. It's filled with triumph. So, when you think of that, Peter says, “Now that's really 
what you need to bring to the table.”

When you think of this sort of courageous, triumphant, joyful fidelity, faithfulness, when 
is this called for? Peter's answer to that is: it is called for when you are under pressure. 
The whole point of perseverance or endurance is that you sustain this under pressure. So, 
what kind of pressures does Peter alert us to when he talks about needing to bring 
endurance to the table? The answer is this: you're going to need endurance when you face 
the pressure of extended trials and prolonged sufferings. 

Let me read you what Peter had to say in chapter 1 of his first letter. You're in 2 Peter 1, 
keep your finger there and flip over to 1 Peter 1 and let me read you verses 6-7. Peter 
says, “In this you greatly rejoice.” There is that joyful, triumphant attitude. “In this you 
greatly rejoice even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed 
by various trials, so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is 
perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and 
honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.” Peter is saying, “Let me tell you when you will 
need this attitude. You will endurance that is like this. You will need endurance that 
comes from a courageous, triumphant, joyful heart and you will need that when you face 
a prolonged trial or you face extended suffering.”
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And you know that's going to happen to every one of us. The entire trajectory of the New 
Testament writers is a trajectory that ends in glory but the way to glory goes through the 
path of suffering and every New Testament writer speaks of this in some way or another. 
They remind us not if trials will come but when trials will come. And they tell us about 
those trials, they make no pretense of trying to coat the trial in some sugar coating so that 
it doesn't appear as bad as it is. They use words like “fiery” to describe these trials. They 
use words like “manifold.” In other words, they are going to be many different aspects or 
many different kinds of trials. They make clear that these trials are for extended periods 
of time. Sometimes those trials come at the hands of other people. Sometimes those trials 
come as a result of God doing something or allowing something to come into your life for 
his glory. And Peter makes it very clear that we will need this quality of endurance in our 
life when we face the pressure of trial. 

He goes on to say that you're going to need this quality when you face the pressure of 
wicked behavior that is evidenced by unbelievers around you and sometimes by 
unbelievers who are over you. You're going to need endurance during that time. It's not 
just when trials come, it's when you are faced with a constant barrage of wicked behavior 
that comes against you. Sometimes it surrounds you by the pagan people around you and 
sometimes it affects you in very direct ways when those pagan people have some 
connection to you.

Let me read you what Peter said in 1 Peter 2:12, “Keep your behavior excellent among 
the Gentiles,” and he's using the word “Gentiles” there really in a way that would say to 
his reader, “Now, it's more than just a national term here.” He's talking here about people 
who don't know the Lord. Some of them are Gentiles. He says, “Keep your behavior 
excellent among the Gentiles, among the unbelievers, so that in the thing in which they 
slander you as evildoers.” You are going to face at times extreme pressure from 
unbelievers and from their wickedness and here's how wicked it is: they're actually going 
to call you wicked and they're going to slander you in this; they're going to call you an 
evildoer. And in the midst of that, you keep your behavior excellent among them so that  
“they may because of your good deeds, as they observe them, glorify God in the day of 
visitation.” Peter says, “You're going to need this quality when you are under pagan 
authorities.” 

He writes in chapter 2, verses 13-15, “Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every 
human institution, whether to a king as the one in authority, or to governors as sent by 
him for the punishment of evildoers and the praise of those who do right.” Now, the truth 
is, the human governors that Peter is writing about were the very governors at times who 
were taking these people and putting them in arenas and punishing them as evildoers 
even though they weren't. These human rulers were taking God's people and slaughtering 
them in places. That's not why God set them up, that wasn't the function of human 
government. That's precisely what Peter is talking about here but that is what they ended 
up doing and in spite of all of that, Peter looks at these believers who are suffering that 
kind of persecution and he says to them, “Now you submit to the human institutions. You 
endure up under this.”
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In 1 Peter 2:18, there are times when you, perhaps, might have a master that is twisted or 
wicked and he is actually physically hurting you, you endure under that. Let me read you 
what he had to say in chapter 2:18, “Servants, be submissive to your masters with all 
respect, not only to those who are good and gentle, but also to those who are 
unreasonable. For this finds favor,” and then he says this, “if for the sake of conscience 
toward God a person bears up,” there's the idea of endurance, he bears up “under sorrows 
when suffering unjustly. For what credit is there if, when you sin and are harshly treated, 
you endure it with patience? But if when you do what is right and suffer for it you 
patiently endure it, this finds favor with God.” 

You're going to need this quality not just under trials and not just when you're persecuted, 
you're going to need this quality when you face the relentless pressure of your own flesh. 
Peter writes about this in 1 Peter 2:11, “Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to 
abstain from fleshly lusts which wage war against the soul.” We're going to need this 
when we face the pressure of the exhausting nature of Christian ministry toward one 
another. Now, I didn't anticipate that. I anticipated that I would need endurance when I 
faced the wicked behavior of pagan people. I suggested and I understood in my own mind 
that I would need endurance and I expected Peter to talk to me about needing this when I 
faced a trial or suffering. I wasn't surprised when Peter told me that I needed to endure 
up, I needed to kind of bear up under the weight and the sorrows that come in our lives 
when we face the ravages of the desires of our own flesh but I didn't anticipate this one. 

Peter says, “You're going to have to bear up under the exhaustion that comes when you 
engage in Christian ministry.” He says this in chapter 4:9, he says, “Be hospitable to one 
another without complaint.” If you lived in the first century and you came into a town, 
you didn't have options like Motel 6 or you didn't have the Comfort Inn that you could 
stay at. If you came into town as a believer, you would stay with another believer and 
believers were expected to open their homes. Can you imagine what would happen in 
your house if you came home and you said, “Honey, guess who I met today? And he's 
here. And he's going to stay with us.” I mean, this has actually happened at our house, 
I’m just telling you. There was a man, this was a couple of years ago, and just to give you 
an idea of the wonderful wife that God has given me: I met a man on the campus of the 
institution where I taught and he was looking for a place to stay, he was from India. I met 
him and we sort of kind of struck up a conversation and I found out that he didn't have a 
place to stay and I happen to know because of what was going on at campus that there 
were no places available for him. So I said, “You know what? Why don't you just come 
and you can stay in our apartment.” So, I brought him to our apartment and I got him set 
up in our apartment and I fully intended to tell my wife at lunch that this man was in our 
house but I forgot. It completely slipped my mind that she was going to come home and 
here was a total stranger who barely spoke English. When I got home, she was barely 
speaking English at that point.

Here is sort of the conversation: “Who is this man that is in our house?” Honey, I don't 
know. “Where did you meet him?” I met him on the sidewalk. He's a believer. What are 
we going to do, put him on the street? He has to stay in our house. “Well, how long is it 
going to be?” I don't know. A couple of days. “What are we going to feed him?” I don't 
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know, that's your job. It didn't quite go like that. My wife was much more gracious than 
that but think about the implications of that on a home where everything was already 
tight. Think about the implications of that in a culture where bringing somebody into 
your home meant a whole lot more than just finding a corner for him to sleep and finding 
some extra food for him to eat. There was a whole cultural association that went along 
with this and if you know anything about the Eastern culture, you understand that 
bringing somebody into your home obligated you to a whole series of things.

Peter says, “Now don't grumble about this. Be hospitable to one another without 
complaint.” Then he goes on in verse 10. “As each one has received a special gift, 
employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.” Then 
he's going to go on in the next verse and he's going to talk about the two primary 
categories in which those gifts appear and how they are to be exercised in the body and 
you know from your own personal experience how exhausting that can be. I mean, here 
you are and it's everything you can do to get up in the morning and get out the door and 
do what you have to do all day long and you drag yourself back home and the next thing, 
there is ministry that you're supposed to be doing at church. I mean, you haven't had a 
Saturday off in months and the one Saturday that you're looking forward to, they decide 
to have an activity at church for the men and they ask you to help and everything inside 
you wants to say, “I just don't have any more strength. I just don't have any more 
energy.” I mean, here you are and things are so tight you honestly don't know how in the 
world you're going to make the payments that you already have and God lays it on your 
heart to give to a missionary that comes to your church. How are you going to do that? 
You have been looking forward all day to a quiet evening and you get home and your 
wife hands you the phone and says so-and-so called and you already know that there is no 
such thing as a short conversation with this person. And you've already talked 15 times to 
this person about the pimple spiritually on his life that needs to be popped and he wants 
to talk some more about that pimple and you just want him to pop it already. But he 
wants you to pray over it and he wants you to read eight verses about it and he wants you 
to....and you're exhausted. 

You agreed to teach that Sunday School class, you agreed to do this. As you get into it, 
there is just no strength for this and Peter says, “Now you're going to need endurance 
when you face the pressure that comes in the life because of Christian ministry.” That 
brings us, really, to the third question and that is this: how is this manifested? I know 
what it is and I know when I’m going to need it but how is it manifested? Maybe a better 
way of asking that question is this: how will I know when I am doing it the way Peter is 
talking about? How will I know when I actually am enduring? And Peter's answer to that 
is: you will know when you're enduring when you're rejoicing even in the midst of 
suffering. 

Look at chapter 4. We looked at chapter 1 a moment ago but look at chapter 4. After 
going all the way through his first letter and talking about it in chapter 1, Peter returns to 
that topic in chapter 4 and notice what he says in verse 12, “do not be surprised at the 
fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for your testing, as though some strange 
thing were happening to you; but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, 
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keep on rejoicing.” How will I know when I’m enduring the way that Peter talks about? 
The answer is: I'll know that I’m enduring when I am rejoicing the way Peter tells me to 
rejoice in the midst of suffering. 

How will I know when endurance is at work in my heart? I will know when it is at work 
in my heart when I am resisting the desires of my flesh. I will know when it is at work in 
my heart when I do what Peter talks about in chapter 4:1-5 and I refuse to participate in 
pagan behavior that is going on around me. Peter says, “Therefore, since Christ has 
suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same purpose, because he who has 
suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, so as to live the rest of the time in the flesh no 
longer for the lusts of men, but for the will of God.” Think about how many times in 1 
Peter the term “suffering” comes up. It's all through the book. It is the context in which 
the Christian life is lived and the way that you know that you are enduring or persevering 
in the context of suffering is when you are responding the way Peter describes in the text 
that we're looking at.

You and I will know that we are manifesting endurance when we rejoice in the midst of 
suffering, when we resist the desires of the flesh, when we refuse to participate in pagan 
behavior and when we submit to earthly authorities and Peter brings it right down to the 
most difficult of those authorities. There is an authority relationship that God has 
established and it is the most difficult relationship in which to endure and to manifest the 
kind of submission that God calls for and here it is: what do you do when you are married 
to a wicked man? I mean, Peter has taken the most difficult of those relationships and he 
has brought it front and center in 1 Peter 3 and he talks about enduring under that sort of 
environment. We can talk about enduring wicked masters, we can talk about enduring 
pagan authorities that abuse us but what do you do when you are in a relationship and 
many of Peter's readers found themselves in that sort of a relationship. They started off as 
two pagans and the gospel came and somebody got converted. What do you do when 
you're in a relationship when you became a genuine believer and you are passionate about 
Jesus Christ and your mate isn't? And what do you do in that relationship when your mate 
is the authority?

Peter talks about bearing up under that. I mean, can you imagine what it would be like to 
be a Christian woman in the first century married to a pagan man who had the authority 
and who lived in a cultural context where it wasn't unusual for him to beat you? What 
would you do? How would you tell him that you couldn't stop assembling together with 
the body because it was the Lord's command that you did so? How would you handle the 
matter of baptism when it came time for you to be baptized and your husband was 
thoroughly opposed to it? And it wold cost you to do so? Peter takes that major incredibly 
intimate relationship and he uses it sort of as a benchmark for all of the rest of the 
relationships of our life. If a Christian woman is supposed to bear up under that sort of a 
relationship then the rest of us have no excuse for not doing it in all of the other 
relationships of our life. 

That brings up the final question and that is this: what will this sort of endurance require 
of us? What will be demanded of us? To be able to exhibit this sort of endurance under 
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those sort of circumstances? And Peter's answer is this: you're going to need a consistent 
and constant trust in a faithful Creator. Here's how he put it in chapter 4:19, “Therefore, 
those also who suffer according to the will of God shall entrust their souls to a faithful 
Creator in doing what is right.” This sort of endurance is going to demand of me a 
constant and consistent trust in God's faithfulness during suffering. It's also going to 
demand of me, it's going to call forth from me a persistent obedience in the midst of that 
suffering. Go back to chapter 4:19 again, “Therefore, those also who suffer according to 
the will of God shall entrust their souls,” in other words, they will keep on in trusting 
their souls “to a faithful Creator,” and here's what that looks like, it looks like this, “in 
doing what is right.” Even though you suffer for it, you keep doing what is right.

In order for that to happen, you're going to need this: you're going to need humble 
submission to a God who is wiser than you and that's precisely what Peter calls for 
particularly in the life of Christian leaders. “Therefore, humble yourself under the mighty 
hand of God that he may exalt you at the proper time.” What am I supposed to do about 
all this? “Cast all of your cares on him for he cares for you.” By the way, there is an 
example that Peter calls forward if you want to see what this looks like and it's in 1 Peter 
2:21 and following and it goes like this, “For you have been called for this purpose, since 
Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps.” 
Well, what example?  “Who committed no sin, nor was any deceit found in his mouth;  
and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while suffering, He uttered no 
threats.” Do you know what this is talking about? This is talking about his crucifixion. I 
mean, can you imagine what it would have been like to be a Roman soldier on execution 
duty? This was, unfortunately, a fairly regular duty that many soldiers drew. Without a 
doubt, the man who crucified the Lord, the Roman soldiers who crucified the Lord were 
not at their first crucifixion. But I guarantee they had never had a victim like this one.

Can you imagine the struggle, the agonizing desperate struggle borne out of desperation 
looking at the horrific fate befalling them that most condemned men would do when they 
were thrust down on that cross? Can you imagine the straining that they would do to pull 
their arms away from the pain that was about to be inflicted on them? Can you imagine 
what was coming out of their mouths? And here's Peter's statement: there was no sin in 
this man, even in that extreme duress; there was no deceit that came out of his mouth; 
there was no reviling that came out of his mouth. I mean, can you imagine for the first 
time, those Roman soldiers probably had a victim that put his hands out willingly.

And here's what came out of his mouth, “Father, forgive them.” Now, how in the world 
did Jesus accomplish that? And you say, “Well, he was God.” But he was dying as a man. 
How did a man accomplish this? And the answer is: he kept entrusting himself to the one 
who judges rightly; he kept entrusting himself to the one who judges righteously. And 
folks, the only way that you're going to cultivate that kind of a trust is for you to embrace 
the quality at the very end of this list and that is the quality of godliness, that you really 
are living your life in the pursuit of God's favor. If you lived in the first century and Peter 
said the word “godliness” to you, you would immediately know because you saw it lived 
all around you. The pagan people lived in consciousness of their gods; they were 
constantly worried about what their gods were thinking and what their gods were doing. 
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They had elaborate rituals, in fact, many of the days of their year, probably more of the 
days of the year than not, were filled up with rituals that were designed to make sure that 
they procured the favor of their gods. And Peter takes that word and he puts it right into 
this mix and he says, “If you're going to endure, if you're going to have this kind of 
joyful, triumphant perseverance under pressure, it is going to come because you devote 
yourself to living for the favor of the true God in every area of your life and you're going 
to need to bring huge quantities of this to your life.”

Really folks, isn't that the case for us? I mean, we may not face the same kind of 
excruciating agony that the Lord faced, we may not face the same kind of external 
hostility that these early believers faced but you live in a culture and you have been called 
to live out your faith in a culture that is every bit as hostile and it is going to cost you. 
And Peter is calling for us to bear up under that hostility so that we may proclaim the 
excellencies of the one who called us out of that darkness because there are more people 
in that darkness that he is calling. There are more people in that darkness that he is 
calling. At the very end of the example of Christ, basically we are told that because of 
that suffering, he became the bishop of our souls and there are more souls that he is 
calling and part of the way that they come to value the gospel may be through how you 
live under pressure.

Lord, thank you for tying together tonight around your word and for the reminder of the 
supreme importance of what we're talking about in light of the table that we've observed 
together. Lord, it is so difficult to trust you in the dark. It is so difficult to obey you when 
it costs us and when there's pain. But you have modeled that for us as our Lord and we're  
thankful for that example and so, Lord, we just want to keep doing what you've exhorted 
us to do and that is to trust your Father who is also our Father and to live in light of that 
trust obediently even under pressure. So Lord, we ask you for help and we ask that you 
would enable us to do this and we pray these things in Jesus' name. Amen.
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