
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, 11-2-14 AM NOTES 
“THE POWER OF PRAYING TOGETHER” 

ACTS 4:23-31; 12:1-17 
 
Acts 6:4 (NKJV) “but we will give ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 
 
Acts 13:2-3 (NKJV) “2 As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, ‘Now separate to Me Barnabas and Saul 
for the work to which I have called them.’ 3 Then, having fasted and prayed, and laid hands on them, they sent them away.” 
 
Acts 14:23 (NASB) “When they had appointed elders for them in every church, having prayed with fasting, they commended 
them to the Lord in whom they had believed.” 
 
 
I.       A Prayer for Boldness (Acts 4:23-31) 

 
A. The Need That Motivated the Prayer—Boldness to Share the Gospel (Acts 4:23-24a) 
 

Acts 1:8a (NKJV) “But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses 
to Me…”    

 
B. The Prayer That God Answered (Acts 4:24b—28) 

 
C. The Answer That Emboldened the Disciples (Acts 4:29-31) 

 
 
 
 
II.      A Prayer for Deliverance (Acts 12:1-17) 
 

A. The Need That Motivated the Prayer—Deliverance of the Leader (12:1-4) 
 
 

B. The Prayer That God Answered (12:5) 
 

“Prayer is the battlefield of the world.”                                                                                                      —W. A. Criswell 
 
 
“We should never utter one syllable of prayer, either in public or in private, until we are definitely conscious that we 
have come into the presence of God and are actually praying to Him.”                                                      —R. A. Torrey 
 
 
 
John 21:18-19a (NASB) “18 Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were younger, you used to gird yourself and walk 
wherever you wished; but when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands and someone else will gird you, and 
bring you where you do not wish to go." 19 Now this He said, signifying by what kind of death he would glorify God.”  

 
 
 

C. The Answer That Emboldened the Disciples (Acts 12:6-16) 
 
 

“The angel fetched Peter out of prison, but it was prayer that fetched the angel.”                               —Thomas Watson 
 
 



FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, 11-2-14 AM 

“THE POWER OF PRAYING TOGETHER” 

ACTS 4:23-31; 12:1-17 

 

   Next Sunday (November 9, 2014) we will do something we have never done in my years here as Pastor 

and likely in the 125 years of the existence of First Baptist Church. We will cancel Sunday School and 

combine both AM services (9:00 am –Noon) for a time of worship and prayer all together. The practice of 

praying together is called “corporate” prayer. When we speak of “corporate” prayer, what are we referring 

to? The word “corporate” comes from the Latin word for body (a word we get “corpse” from). Corporate 

prayer refers to the body of Christ (the church) praying together. In the church, there is personal or 

individual prayer (often called “closet prayer” referring to Jesus’ instructions in Matthew 6:6 KJV) and 

corporate prayer. When we look at the book of Acts (where we see the early church functioning), we see 

about 30 references to prayer and the vast majority of those references are to corporate prayer and not 

individual prayer. Before the Holy Spirit came at Pentecost to form the church, the 120 were in the upper 

room praying. When there was a need in the first century church, we see them praying. When important 

decisions had to be made, we find the church corporately praying. An example would be the setting apart 

of what was likely the first Deacons in Acts 6:4 (NKJV) “but we [the Apostles] will give ourselves 

continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word." There is evidence (not conclusive proof) that the 

Apostles viewed one of their main tasks as leading the church in corporate prayer. The original language 

of Acts 6:4 has a definite article in front of “prayer”. This has led some to believe that it was speaking of 

the corporate prayer of the church being one of the two things (along with the ministry of the word) the 

Apostles spent their time on. When the church at Antioch prepared to send out missionaries on the first 

missionary journey, we read in Acts 13:2-3 (NKJV) “
2 

As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the 

Holy Spirit said, ‘Now separate to Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.’ 
3 

Then, having fasted and prayed, and laid hands on them, they sent them away.” When Paul and Barnabas 

started churches, we find a pattern of corporate prayer concerning Elders in these new church plants in 

Acts 14:23 (NASB) “When they had appointed elders for them in every church, having prayed with 

fasting, they commended them to the Lord in whom they had believed.”  

   It seems that God in his sovereignty has determined to bless and work in and through a church that 

prays together (corporate prayer) more than the church that has individuals praying separately and then 

depends on programs, hard work, and the ministry of the word without corporate prayer. I am not 

minimizing the importance of personal prayer because I don’t believe that corporate prayer is effective if 

the participants don’t have a vibrant and growing personal prayer life. But it cannot stop with the personal 

prayer life.  

   What I want us to do in this message is to look at two corporate prayer meetings in the book of Acts and 

see if we can glean some principles about corporate prayer that we can apply to our church and the prayer 

time next week. 

 

I.       A Prayer for Boldness (Acts 4:23-30) 

   Here is the context. A lame man had been healed and a crowd gathered and the Apostles began to 

preach Jesus. The Jewish leaders came and arrested Peter and John. The next day they brought them to 

stand before the Jewish leaders and threatened them. Acts 4:18 (NKJV) “And they called them and 

commanded them not to speak at all nor teach in the name of Jesus.” This was serious. From a purely 

human viewpoint, this could be the end of the church and thus Christianity. Yet these Apostles were calm 

and supernaturally bold. They said in Acts 4:19-20 (NKJV) “
19 

But Peter and John answered and said to 

them, ‘Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you more than to God, you judge. 
20 

For we 

cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard.’" Having nothing more that they could do to 

these men, they released them and Peter and John went to give a report to the church.  

A.   The Need That Motivated the Prayer – Boldness to Share the Gospel  



   By now it was obvious that the church was going to continually face persecution from the authorities if 

they obeyed the command of Jesus in Acts 1:8a (NKJV) “But you shall receive power when the Holy 

Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me…” They didn’t need more direction from the 

Lord; they had a command. They needed boldness to obey! That is still our need. We don’t need to pray 

in order to see if we should get serious about taking the Gospel to the world – the hard places right around 

us and in the furthest places where the Gospel is not heard. We just need to know issues of timing, details 

of priority, and boldness to step out in faith to do what we’ve been commanded. Don’t ever waste 

valuable prayer time praying about whether you should do what God has commanded. He doesn’t make 

exceptions! 

   The church also did not pray for God to make it easy and safe. Using our definition of safe, obeying 

God’s commands is neither safe nor comfortable. Tell the hundreds of thousands of martyrs about God 

keeping you safe if you are in His will. If your priority is comfort and safety and your best life now, you 

might want to check out the health, wealth, and prosperity false teachers, but know this: You will not have 

the approval, the pleasure, and the manifest presence of God.  

   If these Christians in Acts 4 did not ask for safety or the release from Christ’s command to be witnesses 

to Him, what did they pray for? Acts 4:29 (NKJV) “Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your 

servants that with all boldness they may speak Your word”. They recognized that safety wasn’t their 

greatest need; it was boldness! This was not just the request of one or two of the more spiritual members 

of the Jerusalem church. Acts 4:24a (NKJV) “So when they heard that, they raised their voice to God 

with one accord…” The Greek word translated “one accord” is an interesting. It is a compound word that 

has the word for together combined with the word for passion, heat, or glow. To be of one accord means 

more than a group of people who get along well without fussing and fighting. It includes that, but it is 

much more. It is a group of people that have the same passion, the same burning of heart. It is a group of 

people who share the same passion for God’s glory and the same desire for the advancement of God’s 

agenda of going into all the world to preach the gospel and make disciples who will be baptized and obey 

all that He has commanded. Their heart burns for that and they are willing to sacrifice anything that it 

might happen. When a church gets together and they are in one accord, there definitely won’t be a boring 

prayer time. 

B.   The Prayer That God Answered 

   You see that the real heart of those in the early church was not safety or comfort, but the glory of God. 

Acts 4:24b-28 (NKJV) 
24 

"Lord, You are God, who made heaven and earth and the sea, and all that is in 

them, 
25 

who by the mouth of Your servant David have said: 'Why did the nations rage, and the people 

plot vain things? 
26 

The kings of the earth took their stand, and the rulers were gathered together against 

the Lord and against His Christ.' 
27 

For truly against Your holy Servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both 

Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of Israel, were gathered together 
28 

to do 

whatever Your hand and Your purpose determined before to be done.” One of the greatest mistakes we 

make in personal and in corporate prayer is to jump right into our requests and needs before we focus on 

God and His attributes and His glory. When we begin by focusing on our needs, we magnify our needs 

and minimize God and His will and His glory. When they began by focusing on God’s glory it brought 

their problems with their persecutors down to size! The Sanhedrin was powerful, but God is all powerful; 

the Sanhedrin could make threats, but they could not do one single thing that God did not allow. There is 

calmness in their prayer because they are trusting completely in the sovereignty of God. 

C.   The Answer That Emboldened the Disciples 

Acts 4:31 (NKJV) “And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together was 

shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness.” It is 

as if God said “Amen” to their prayer with an earthquake! I believe that there was a literal shaking, but 

the shaking demonstrated God’s manifest presence among them. This was God affirming that He heard 

and was answering their prayer. We know that God is omnipresent, but sometimes He sovereignly 

chooses to manifest His presence among His people. Here He did it by shaking the place where they were 



praying. A church that properly emphasizes praying together is a church that will experience the manifest 

presence of God. 

   After the shaking they were filled with the Spirit. The filling of the Holy Spirit is not about getting an 

experience; it is about giving the Spirit of God total control and seeing Him give boldness and power to 

proclaim His word and stay on the agenda that He has given us even if we face persecution, rejection, 

ridicule, and even death. 

 

II.      A Prayer for Deliverance (Acts 12:1-17) 

   In this corporate prayer we are going to see some of the hard to understand realities of powerful praying. 

Sometimes, God’s will is deliverance and sometimes God’s will is martyrdom.  

A.   The Need That Motivated the Prayer – Deliverance of the Leader 

   Acts 12:1-4 (NKJV) “
1 

Now about that time Herod the king stretched out his hand to harass some from 

the church. 
2 

Then he killed James the brother of John with the sword. 
3 

And because he saw that it 

pleased the Jews, he proceeded further to seize Peter also. Now it was during the Days of Unleavened 

Bread. 
4 

So when he had arrested him, he put him in prison, and delivered him to four squads of soldiers to 

keep him, intending to bring him before the people after Passover.” Anytime you see the name Herod, it is 

associated with trouble. There are six Herods in the Bible and this one is Herod Agrippa I. He reigned as a 

vassal of Rome from 37-44 AD. He was the grandson of Herod the Great. Because of Herod’s shaky 

relationship with Rome he had to keep the Jews happy. He outwardly kept the feast days and practiced the 

traditions although he was not a Jew but a descendent of Esau. He or some of his advisors came up with a 

plan that they hoped would please the Jewish leaders. He would arrest one of the church’s leaders and kill 

him to see if that helped him with the Jewish leaders. He had James (one of the three disciples along with 

Peter and John in the inner circle of Jesus) arrested and then beheaded him. The Jewish leaders loved it 

and so now he decides to go after the recognized leader of the Apostles, Peter. If killing James pleased the 

Jewish leaders, how much more the killing of Peter would please them. He has Peter arrested, but because 

of the feast of unleavened bread and the Passover, he decides to wait to execute Peter after the Passover 

celebration. He doesn’t want to take any chances with Peter escaping so he puts him in what we would 

call a maximum security prison under the guard of 16 soldiers. This was a real problem and there seemed 

to be no solution. There was (humanly speaking) no hope for Peter and thus the young church would be 

without their leader. What would they do? Instead of wringing their hands, they bent their knees. They 

held a prayer meeting to pray Peter out of prison. 

   We see in this account a mystery as to why it seems that God delivers some and not others. Even today, 

some are martyred and some are delivered. First, from God’s perspective (the only perspective that 

counts) both Peter and James were delivered. Peter’s death was delayed for a time because God had things 

for Peter to accomplish here on earth before He went home. For James, it was time to come home. He was 

the first of the Apostles to get to heaven. That is true deliverance. I wonder if in Heaven everyone was 

feeling sorry for Peter. God had plans for Peter that involved leading the early church and that required 

that he be delivered from Herod. God ordains prayer as the primary means through which He carries out 

His sovereign will. God’s will was Peter’s deliverance from Herod and the means God chose was the 

corporate prayer of the church.  

B.   The Prayer That God Answered (V5) 

   Oh what a wealth of truth in this small verse! Instead of gathering a mob and storming the fortress 

where the prison was located, instead of a petition drive, instead of raising a large amount of money for a 

bribe, they just prayed! They knew God was the key to the situation. I love the word “but” in verse 5. To 

paraphrase, “Peter was in a hopeless situation and the hands of the church were tied, BUT constant prayer 

was offered to God for him by the church.” “Marriages are falling apart, BUT constant prayer…” “Many 

hearts seem to be growing cold, BUT constant prayer…” “In order for more money to be freed up for 

missions and ministry we need to pay off the debt, however the economy is bad and people are scared and 

are not giving sacrificially BUT constant prayer…” “More and more people are needed to staff local 

ministries like the mobile home park churches and FBC@IC and scores are needed to go to the areas of 



our partnerships to plant churches in East Asia, South Asia, and West Africa, however finances are tight 

and travel abroad can be dangerous, BUT constant prayer…”  W. A. Criswell said it well when he said 

“Prayer is the battlefield of the world”. Prayer doesn’t just get us ready for battle; prayer is the battle. 

When the church is obeying the Great Commission and people are being saved, the Devil is not happy. He 

implants his evil schemes into the mind of wicked men like Herod to stop what God is doing through His 

church. Any church that gets serious about obeying the great commission and powerfully praying for 

souls and even whole people groups will be attacked! Spurgeon said, “Satan never kicks a dead horse”. 

The church goes to battle on their knees.  

   Let’s look at this corporate prayer phrase by phrase. The phrase “was offered” is in the present tense and 

means “was continually being offered”. This wasn’t a little 10 minute prayer meeting; these people were 

serious. They constantly were praying. The prayer of the church did not twist God’s arm and change His 

mind and cause him to give in and release Peter. It was the will of God to release Peter and the prayer of 

the church was the means He chose to use to accomplish His will. That’s why Spurgeon called prayer the 

slender nerve that moves the muscle of omnipotence.  

   The prayer “was offered to God”. Just as we saw in the first prayer in Acts 4, the prayer was offered to 

the one who is omnipotent. They were not deterred by the seeming reality that what they were asking was 

impossible. Peter was in an impregnable place always chained to two soldiers and guarded by two others. 

They were not discouraged or deterred because this was prayer offered to the God who spoke the universe 

into existence, parted the Red Sea, provided manna from heaven for about two million people to eat and 

water from a rock to slake the thirst of that same two million in the middle of a desert. He is the God who 

slowed down the rotation of the earth for Joshua to complete a God given task, caused iron to float, and 

raised Jesus from the dead. No task is too hard for Him! What is releasing one man from a human fortress 

with four guards compared to what this great God has done?  

   Dr. R. A. Torrey, a great Bible teacher and associate of Dwight L. Moody said, “We should never utter 

one syllable of prayer, either in public or in private, until we are definitely conscious that we have come 

into the presence of God and are actually praying to Him” [R. A. Torrey, “The Power of Prayer”, Page 

61].  

   We see the Preciseness of this corporate prayer in those words “for him”. They were not vague and 

general in their prayer. It doesn’t state that they knew what God’s will was with Peter, but I believe that 

they did. Before Jesus ascended, He told Peter that he would die a martyr’s death but it would be when he 

was older. John 21:18-19a (NASB) 
18 

"Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were younger, you used to 

gird yourself and walk wherever you wished; but when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands and 

someone else will gird you, and bring you where you do not wish to go. 
19 

Now this He said, signifying by 

what kind of death he would glorify God…” Peter was not yet old so perhaps they knew that it was the 

will of God to release him. Even if they did not know, they were praying constantly that he would be 

courageous, that he would not deny the Lord and bring glory to God through his death. There was 

preciseness in their prayer. Many of our prayers are so vague that we wouldn’t know it if God answered 

them. Even when we don’t know the details of God’s will, we can pray with preciseness because we know 

that it is the will of God that we glorify Him. That alone can give you enough prayer guidance to pray 

with passion all night. Precise prayer is so powerful. D. E. Host became the leader of the China Inland 

mission after Hudson Taylor. He shared once about a dilemma he faced. He said there were two Chinese 

villages he was working with. He lived and worked in one village and the other was across a mountain 

and he only got to visit them sporadically. The problem was that in the village where he worked and lived 

the work was not going well at all. The work in the village across the mountain, however, was going 

great. He began to seek the Lord as to why this was so. He sensed God telling him that in the village 

where he lived he spent much time preaching and teaching and counseling but little time praying. The 

village he could not get to very often, he prayed diligently for. He realized that his prayers were more 

effective than his work. Is there a message for this church in that truth C. E. Host learned? 

   The last two words of verse 5 is a reminder that this was corporate prayer. The power came from their 

praying together. 



C.   The Answer that Emboldened the Disciples (V6-16) 

   What was Peter doing sleeping when he was scheduled to be executed the next morning? He was not 

afraid to die and he knew that the church was praying for him. In addition, he knew the Lord’s promise in 

John 21:18 that we looked at earlier. What a change in this man who had a short time earlier cursed and 

swore and denied even knowing Jesus Christ. What a difference it makes knowing that He is alive and 

that His Spirit lives in us. Obviously, God answered their prayer. The Puritan Thomas Watson said, “The 

angel fetched Peter out of prison, but it was prayer that fetched the angel.” 

CONCLUSION 

   Oh, the power of praying together. Be here next Sunday at 9:00 or earlier. Have your heart prepared 

to pray. Expect our great God to do great things because of the believing prayer that will be offered. 


