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This morning we want to look at the subject of God’s foreknowledge, or what theologians call 
His Prescience.  God has had, from before the foundation of the world, perfect knowledge of all 
that He purposed to do, and how to bring it about, how to create all things and then to sustain 
what He has created; how to fulfill all that He has purposed in Christ for the salvation of His 
elect people; also, how to bring about the fulfillment of  all of His purposes in regard to the 
wicked are fulfilled in perfect justice, and how all of these things will make for the 
demonstration of His glory in all that He purposes and does.   
 
Isaiah 44: 6-8 – “Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel, and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: 
‘I am the First and I am the Last; besides Me there is no God.”  “And who can proclaim as I do?”  
“Then let him declare it and set it in order for Me, since I appointed the ancient people”  “And 
the things that are coming and shall come, let them show these to them.”  “Do not fear, nor be 
afraid; have I not told you from that time, and declared it?”  “You are My witnesses”  “Is there a 
God besides Me?’  “Indeed there is not Rock; I know not one.”    
 
I. What kind of understanding or knowledge there is in God. 
Stephen Charnock says: “The knowledge of God in Scripture hath various names, according 
to the various relations or objects of it.”   “In respect of present things, it is called knowledge or 
sight; in respect of things past, remembrance; in respect of things future, or to come, it is called 
foreknowledge or prescience.”  
 
1st Samuel 30: 7 and 8 – “Then David said to Abiathar the priest, Ahimelech’s son, ‘Please 
bring the ephod here to me.”  “And Abiathar brought the ephod to David.”  “So David inquired of 
the Lord, saying, ‘Shall I pursue this troop?”  “Shall I overtake them?”  “And He answered him, 
‘Pursue, for you shall surely overtake them and without fail recover all.”   
 
2nd Samuel 5: 17-19 – “Now when the Philistines heard that they had anointed David king 
over Israel, all the Philistines went up to search for David.”  “And David heard of it and went 
down to the stronghold.”  “The Philistines also went and deployed themselves in the Valley of 
Rephaim.”  “And David inquired of the Lord, saying, ‘Shall I go up against the Philistines?”  “Will 
You deliver them into my hand?”  “And the Lord said to David, ‘Go up, for I will doubtless 
deliver the Philistines into your hand.”   
 
Psalm 139: 16 – “I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; marvelous are 
Your work, and that my soul knows very well.”  “My frame was not hidden from You, when I was 
made in secret, and skillfully wrought in the lowest parts of the earth.”  “Your eyes saw my 
substance, being yet unformed.”  “And in Your book they all were written, the days fashioned for 
me, when as yet there were none of them.”  
 


