
2:2-4 

Then the LORD answered me and said: “Write the vision And make it plain on tablets, Here, then, we have 

the command for the vision to become Scripture. That he may run who reads it. This could refer to the way a 

person behaves (“he may quickly carry out the spirit of the Holy God behind the vision”); 2. It could also be 

that a person who believes the news will seek to escape; 3. It could also be that a person who reads it will 

distribute it as a postal carrier. In any case, the reading of it brings a reaction suitable to its severity.  

 

3For the vision is yet for an appointed time; But at the end it will speak, and it will not lie. Though it 

tarries, wait for it; Because it will surely come, It will not tarry. We don’t really know why God waits in a 

given situation, but there are many reasons in certain cases given in Scripture: “Certainly Luke (21:24), Paul 

(Rom 9:22–24), and the author of 2 Peter (3:9) were sure that was true.”
1
 In each of these, God waits for a 

reason to do that which seems necessarily immediate. More wonderful is God’s apparent lack of concern to 

protect His own reputation in Habakkuk’s eyes: 

 

“Habakkuk worried about God’s silence, which he had to endure. That was part of the prophetic task. 

Not even a prophet could force God to answer what appeared to be a burning, immediate issue, even an 

issue defending God’s (and the prophet’s) honor (see Jer 28:11–12; 42:7; Job).”
2
 

 

4“Behold the proud, His soul is not upright in him; But the just this word is used twice in this vision prior 

to this verse and it is used concerning a remnant within the people of God (1:4), and it is used of the people of 

God as a whole compared to the Babylonians (1:13). It appears that He is speaking of either/or in this reference. 

That is, “regardless of what news of wicked Babylonians to punish the Judeans persists, the just [one] shall live 

by his faith. If it were not clear that the Hebrews writer was studying Habakkuk from his quotation of 

Habakkuk 2:3 in Hebrews 10:37, then it is now clear when he quotes Habakkuk 2:4 in Hebrews 10:38.
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2:5  

“Indeed, because he transgresses by wine… Here, we seem to be reverting back to 2:4a and discussion about 

the “proud.” Wine makes a return appearance in 2:15 as a sort of regular offender enigmatic of wicked peoples.  

 

2:13-14  

13 Behold, is it not of the LORD of hosts… you still struggle with the punishment of people through people to 

be my extended hands. Do we think that the one in charge of hosts struggles with steering people? 

 

14 For the earth will be filled With the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, As the waters cover the sea. 

This has always been the desire of our Jehovah God: That people would have intimacy with Him—experiential 

reality.  

 

Exodus 19:4-6 You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and 

brought you to Myself. 5 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then 

you shall be a special treasure to Me above all people; for all the earth is Mine. 6 And you shall be to 

Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words which you shall speak to the children 

of Israel.” 

 

Numbers 14:17 And now, I pray, let the power of my LORD be great, just as You have spoken, saying, 

18 ‘The LORD is longsuffering and abundant in mercy, forgiving iniquity and transgression; but He by 

no means clears the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and fourth 

generation.’ 19 Pardon the iniquity of this people, I pray, according to the greatness of Your mercy, just 
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as You have forgiven this people, from Egypt even until now.” 20 Then the LORD said: “I have 

pardoned, according to your word; 21 but truly, as I live, all the earth shall be filled with the glory of 

the LORD… 
 

  Psalm 73:18 Blessed be the LORD God, the God of Israel, 

Who only does wondrous things! 

  19And blessed be His glorious name forever! 

And let the whole earth be filled with His glory. 

Amen and Amen. 

 

Isaiah 6:1-3 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lifted up, and 

the train of His robe filled the temple. 2 Above it stood seraphim; each one had six wings: with two he 

covered his face, with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 3 And one cried to another and 

said: 

 “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; 

The whole earth is full of His glory!” 

 

As discussed in the Christmas message regarding the wise men who probably hailed from Babylonia to meet 

Jesus—after taking Judah captive to Babylonia 600 years earlier, so also here we see that God uses the 

Chaldeans so the whole world will know him. It is almost a prophecy of the return of the nations to the feet of 

the Savior.  

  One might notice that a vision of fulfillment takes place in 3:3-15. It’s an awful judgment against the 

enemies of God’s people. And what is the point of all of this? 

 

“The nation who thought they had spread their glory and honor across the known world would fall in 

shame before God’s glory known throughout the universe (see v. 14).”
4
 

 

Yes, this would be a pointless diatribe if it were not addressing, or rather, countering the intents of the villain: to 

be known world-wide as the great conqueror. 

 

2:16-20 

16 You are filled with shame instead of glory. 

You also—drink! 

And be exposed as uncircumcised! 

The cup of the LORD’s right hand Here’s Jesus! will be turned against you, 

 

“The wrath of the Father against the shameful sin of mankind finds a consummate manifestation in the 

outpouring of God’s judgment on his own son. As repulsive as ‘wrath’ in God may appear to the 

sophistications of the modern mind, it is a scriptural reality that found awesome expression as the Son of 

God suffered in the sinner’s place, drinking the cup of the fury of God.”
5
 

 

Yes, this fundamental Gospel issue finds its paramount fulfillment in Matthew 20:28 and Matthew 26:42. There 

is no doubt, that Christ drank the offenses of His Father—even for Babylonians—Babylonians, in Matthew’s 

context, like the Magi.  

 

20 “But the LORD is in His holy temple. Let all the earth keep silence before Him.” So are we talking about 

His earthly temple of His Heavenly temple. Strange thing: They were supposed to be quite similar. “Thy 
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kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven” of Matthew 6 was the heartbeat of the Old 

Testament, temple-dwelling Israelite. Consider Solomon: 

Ecclesiastes 5:1-2 Walk prudently when you go to the house of God; and draw near to hear rather than 

to give the sacrifice of fools, for they do not know that they do evil. 2 Do not be rash with your mouth, 

And let not your heart utter anything hastily before God. For God is in heaven, and you on earth; 

Therefore let your words be few. 

 

If when God speaks, Heaven remains silent (Revelation 8:1), then when God speaks, the prophet invites us to 

remain silent. 

 

3:1-2 

1 A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet, on Shigionoth. When take with the last sentence of the chapter, this 

seems like it is a musical term of some kind.
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2 O LORD, I have heard Your speech and was afraid; A lot of war; a lot of bloodshed for both sides. If I 

“saw” these things (1:1), I too would be much afraid.  

O LORD, revive Your work in the midst of the years! In the midst of the years make it known; 

In wrath remember mercy. The only request in the chapter. It appears to build off the promised “work” of 1:5 

and the promised, widespread “knowledge” in 2:14. But what do we make of this twice-said in the midst of 

years? It is used no other place in the entirety of the Old Testament.  
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