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Message: The Joy of Believers When the Wrath of God Is Finished 
Text: Revelation 15:1 - 16:21

Introduction

  A.  Four weeks ago we finished unpacking the third cycle of visions in Revelation that, like the first two     
cycles, ended in Christ’s Second Coming in victory to judge the world in righteousness, encouraging all 
believers that in the end, God wins!

  B.  Today in chapters 15 and 16 we see a fourth cycles of visions that once again concludes with Christ’s    
return in victory over a world aligned against Him, emphasizing once again that in the end, God wins!

 C.  This new cycle of visions begins with John being shown a vision of God’s wrath upon the present world     
being brought to its full and final conclusion.

Revelation 15:1  Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous, seven angels who had seven
plagues, which are the last, because in them the wrath of God is finished. 

  D.  But before continuing this vision of the outworking of this wrath in 5:5 - 16:21, Jesus gives John (and thus  
 us) a “flash forward,” a vision our joy as victorious believers at the end of this age when the wrath of     

God is finished.

I.  The future joy in God’s presence of Christ’s victorious people by Christ’s victory over the kingdom of  
 this world. 

  A.  We saints are no longer being overcome on this present earth by this world’s kingdom, but are standing      
victoriously over the world in the presence of God.

Revelation 15:2   And I saw something like a sea of glass mixed with fire, and those who had been
victorious over the beast and his image and the number of his name, standing on the sea of glass,
holding harps of God. 

Revelation 4:2  Immediately I was in the Spirit; and behold, a throne was standing in heaven, and One
sitting on the throne. ...  and before the throne there was something like a sea of glass, like crystal;  6

and in the center and around the throne, four living creatures full of eyes in front and behind. 

Revelation 14:2  And I heard a voice from heaven, like the sound of many waters and like the sound of
loud thunder, and the voice which I heard was like the sound of harpists playing on their harps.  And 3

they sang a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and the elders; ....

  B.  All the spoils of victory promised to those who overcome are now the possession of the saints.

Revelation 15:2   And I saw something like a sea of glass mixed with fire, and those who had been
victorious (nikao) over the beast and his image and the number of his name, standing on the sea of glass,
holding harps of God. 

Revelation 2:11  'He who overcomes (nikao) will not be hurt by the second death.' 

Revelation 2:26   'He who overcomes (nikao), and he who keeps My deeds until the end, TO HIM I
WILL GIVE AUTHORITY OVER THE NATIONS; 



Revelation 3:5   'He who overcomes (nikao) will thus be clothed in white garments; and I will not erase
his name from the book of life, and I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels. 

Revelation 3:12   'He who overcomes (nikao), I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he
will not go out from it anymore; and I will write on him the name of My God, and the name of the city of
My God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God, and My new name. 

Revelation 3:21  'He who overcomes (nikao), I will grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne, as I
also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne. 

Revelation 21:7   "He who overcomes (nikao) will inherit these things, and I will be his God and he will
be My son. 

II.  We saints of Christ will sing with the unrestricted, unsuppressed, unencumbered, multiplied joy of     
the age of glory!

Revelation 15:3   And they sang the song of Moses, the bond-servant of God, and the song of the
Lamb, saying, "Great and marvelous are Your works, O Lord God, the Almighty; Righteous and true are
Your ways, King of the nations! 

Revelation 14:3   And they sang a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and
the elders; and no one could learn the song except the one hundred and forty-four thousand who had
been purchased from the earth. 

  A.  The joy in Christ we have now as a result of meditating and focusing on Him can and ought to be     
possessed and experienced in every situation, regardless of the circumstances, even while suffering,     
because it is a joy full of glory of the age to come.

1 Peter 1:6   In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been
distressed by various trials, ...  and though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do 8

not see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory,

  B.  But the demonstration and experience of that joy in this age is limited compared to what it will be, to    
what we see in this vision of our future selves.

      1.  It is limited by competing human emotions in this age brought on by the presence and curse of sin.

      2.  The expression of our joy in this life is limited by our limited knowledge of Christ compared to what    
our knowledge of Christ will be in the age to come.

III.  The object of our thoughts and focus that results in joy will be God Himself and the completion of     
His righteous acts of judgment.

  A.  The “great and marvelous,” “righteous and true works and ways of God that cause the saints to sing for joy  
  are those judgments of God which bring the completion of His wrath upon the kingdom of this world.

Revelation 15:1   Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous, seven angels who had seven
plagues, which are the last, because in them the wrath of God is finished. ...  ... "Great and   3

marvelous are Your works, O Lord God, the Almighty; Righteous and true are Your ways, King of
the nations!  "Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify Your name? For You alone are holy; For ALL 4

THE NATIONS WILL COME AND WORSHIP BEFORE YOU, FOR YOUR RIGHTEOUS ACTS



HAVE BEEN REVEALED." 

Revelation 16:4  Then the third angel poured out his bowl into the rivers and the springs of waters; and
they became blood.  And I heard the angel of the waters saying, "Righteous are You, who are and who 5

were, O Holy One, because You judged these things;  for they poured out the blood of saints and 6

prophets, and You have given them blood to drink. They deserve it."  And I heard the altar saying, "Yes, 7

O Lord God, the Almighty, true and righteous are Your judgments."
 
  B.  So the victorious saints around God’s throne will rejoice at Christ’s victory, Har-Meggedon.

   Revelation 16:16   And they gathered them together to the place which in Hebrew is called Har-
Magedon. 

  C.  Har-Megedon is a geographic location in Israel where a number of decisive “final battles” were fought.

      1.  Har-Megedon is referred to in some English translations as Armegeddon (AV, NIV).  It is a Hebrew
name (16:16 “which is in Hebrew called”) that the NASB correctly transliterates as Har-Megedon,
meaning “mountain of Megiddo” 

      2.  Megiddo is a town  located in northern Israel by a strategic mountain pass that accesses the Jezreel
Valley, a site of many decisive battles.  (Solomon made it one of his chariot cities.)

a.  Map #1 (Isaiah’s world) - Israel as the land bridge between 3 continents (Europe, Asia, Africa).

Ezekiel 5:5 "Thus says the Lord GOD, 'This is Jerusalem; I have set her at the center of the
nations, with lands around her.

b.  Map #2 - Jezreel Valley map with Megiddo strategically located at the mouth of a pass to/from the      
  Jezreel Valley.

c.  Photo of Jezreel Valley looking north from Mt. Carmel (Scan 10002).

      3.  Over the centuries, due to its strategic location, the area of Megiddo was the scene of many decisive
battles, some recorded in the Scriptures.  E.g., ...

a.  Pharoah Thutmose III defeated Canaanite armies at Megiddo in the 15  century B.C.th

b.  Deborah and Barak defeated Sisera here (Judges 4,5).
c.  Gideon defeated the Amalakites and Midianites here ((Judges 6:33).
d.  The Philistines defeated Saul’s army here, slaying Saul on Mt. Gilboa (1 Samuel 31:1ff).

   e.  Pharo Neco killed Judah’s righteous king, Josiah, at Megiddo (2 Chronicles 35:22-24;  2 Kings   
23:29).

  D.  Har-Megedon as used in 16:16 is a metaphor, like Waterloo, for a decisive, final battle between two     
kingdoms - between God’s kingdom and Satan’s - at the return of Jesus Christ.  

      1.  Waterloo, Belgium in 1815 was the scene of Napoleon’s decisive defeat on June 18, 1815.  Since then it   
 has been used as a metaphor for any person’s, group’s, or nation’s final downfall.  Webster’s Unabridged 
  Dictionary, 2  edition, lists as a 2  definition of Waterloo this metaphoric usage, giving the example,     nd nd

“The candidate met her Waterloo in the national elections.”

      2.  “The battles in Israel associated with Megiddo and” its surroundings “become a typological symbol of the 
  last battle against Christ and His saints, which occurs throughout the world”  (Beale, p. 838).



Revelation 16:13  And I saw coming out of the mouth of the dragon and out of the mouth of the beast
and out of the mouth of the false prophet, three unclean spirits like frogs;  for they are spirits of 14

demons, performing signs, which go out to the kings of the whole world, to gather them together for
the war of the great day of God, the Almighty.  ("Behold, I am coming like a thief. Blessed is the 15

one who stays awake and keeps his clothes, so that he will not walk about naked and men will not see
his shame.")  And they gathered them together to the place which in Hebrew is called Har- 16

Magedon. 

      3.  It is the final battle at the end of the ages, the final judgment of the world at Christ’s 2  Coming, “the     nd

great day of God,” where with the 7  bowl, “the wrath of God is finished” and the present creation is     th

destroyed and recreated.

Revelation 15:1 Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous, seven angels who had seven
plagues, which are the last, because in them the wrath of God is finished.

Revelation 16:17 Then the seventh angel poured out his bowl upon the air, and a loud voice came out of
the temple from the throne, saying, "It is done." ... 19 The great city was split into three parts, and the
cities of the nations fell. Babylon the great was remembered before God, to give her the cup of the
wine of His fierce wrath.   And every island fled away, and the mountains were not found. 20

  a.  The war takes place is on “the great day of God” when Christ will come “like a thief,” and the present 
  world of unbelievers will be destroyed.  To come “like a thief” does not indicate Christ will come 
  with stealth in secret, but with sudden irrevocable wrath leading to the destruction of unbelievers.

  b.  So all unbelievers be warned ...

Revelation 6:17 for the great day of their wrath has come, and who is able to stand?"

1 Thessalonians 5:2 For you yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord will come just
like a thief in the night. 3 While they are saying, "Peace and safety!" then destruction will come
upon them suddenly like labor pains upon a woman with child, and they will not escape. 4 But
you, brethren, are not in darkness, that the day would overtake you like a thief;

  c.  So believers remain vigilant and prepared for Christ.

2 Peter 3:10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass
away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works
will be burned up. 11 Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people
ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 12 looking for and hastening the coming of
the day of God, because of which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements
will melt with intense heat!  But according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and 13

a new earth, in which righteousness dwells. 
  d.  All - Receive Christ’s invitation to be blessed with unrestricted, unrepressed, unencumbered joy at

Christ’s return, when this present world will meet its Har-Megedon, and we who overcome with   
Christ will inherit the new heavens and earth according to His promise!

Revelation 16:13  And I saw coming out of the mouth of the dragon and out of the mouth of the
beast and out of the mouth of the false prophet, three unclean spirits like frogs;  for they are 14

spirits of demons, performing signs, which go out to the kings of the whole world, to gather them
together for the war of the great day of God, the Almighty.  ("Behold, I am coming like a thief. 15

Blessed is the one who stays awake and keeps his clothes, so that he will not walk about
naked and men will not see his shame.")
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