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Take your Bibles and let's go to Luke 21 as we continue through the Gospel of Luke this 
morning. Luke 21. We'll begin again in verse 5, but this time we are going to go down to 
verse 24. This will be the second part, or part 2, of Jesus' last sermon. He's been going 
into Jerusalem, into the temple during the day and teaching and preaching probably all 
day. We do not know how many hours, how many different times, but regularly, the 
Bible points out. And this is the last public address he gives as recorded beginning in 
Luke 21, and going basically through the end of the chapter. Luke 21:5,

5 And while some were talking about the temple, that it was adorned with 
beautiful stones and votive gifts, He said, 6 "As for these things which you 
are looking at, the days will come in which there will not be left one stone 
upon another which will not be torn down." 7 They questioned Him, 
saying, "Teacher, when therefore will these things happen? And what will 
be the sign when these things are about to take place?" 8 And He said, 
"See to it that you are not misled; for many will come in My name, saying, 
'I am He,' and, 'The time is near.' Do not go after them. 9 When you hear 
of wars and disturbances, do not be terrified; for these things must take 
place first, but the end does not follow immediately." 10 Then He 
continued by saying to them, "Nation will rise against nation and kingdom 
against kingdom, 11 and there will be great earthquakes, and in various 
places plagues and famines; and there will be terrors and great signs from 
heaven. 12 But before all these things, they will lay their hands on you and 
will persecute you, delivering you to the synagogues and prisons, bringing 
you before kings and governors for My name's sake. 13 It will lead to an 
opportunity for your testimony. 14 So make up your minds not to prepare 
beforehand to defend yourselves; 15 for I will give you utterance and 
wisdom which none of your opponents will be able to resist or refute. 16 
But you will be betrayed even by parents and brothers and relatives and 
friends, and they will put some of you to death, 17 and you will be hated 
by all because of My name. 18 Yet not a hair of your head will perish. 19 
By your endurance you will gain your lives. 20 But when you see 
Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then recognize that her desolation is 
near. 21 Then those who are in Judea must flee to the mountains, and 
those who are in the midst of the city must leave, and those who are in the 
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country must not enter the city; 22 because these are days of vengeance, so 
that all things which are written will be fulfilled. 23 Woe to those who are 
pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those days; for there will 
be great distress upon the land and wrath to this people; 24 and they will 
fall by the edge of the sword, and will be led captive into all the nations; 
and Jerusalem will be trampled under foot by the Gentiles until the times 
of the Gentiles are fulfilled."

Now, last time when we began this last sermon of Jesus, we talked about two main 
things. First of all, I gave you some insight on interpreting prophecy and particularly Old 
Testament prophecy, and that is that very often when God gave the prophets a message, 
the prophecy had a more immediate partial fulfillment, and it also contained an ultimate 
full fulfillment in the day of Christ and often in his second coming. So often there was 
something that was coming to the generation he was prophesying to, but also a final and 
full fulfillment of that prophecy would come in the latter days, particularly around the  
ministry of Christ and his second coming. 

Then when Jesus said in verse 5 of our text that as they were admiring the glories of the 
temple, that not one stone would be left upon the other, that the temple was going to be 
completely destroyed and laid absolutely desolate, we pause there to investigate the great 
spiritual truth behind that. The point is the nation of Israel had fallen into cold, religious 
unbelief. Yes, there are many, many religious people in the world who are absolute 
unbelievers, and that's what the Jews had done. They had fallen in love with the ritual and 
the ceremony and the temple structure but had lost the God behind it all, and Jesus was, 
in effect, telling them, "All of this is going to be destroyed that I might wean you and 
wean mankind off of this temple and off of the religious economy of Israel and get them 
to look at me." Jesus was saying, "I am the fulfillment of everything the temple and 
temple worship pointed to and was founded upon. That's just the shadow. I'm the reality. 
That's just the type. I'm the antitype." So we explored deeply that Jesus was the true 
temple and he was pointing out that message to these disciples. But today we're going to 
go further in this part 2 of Jesus' last sermon and look at these verses in Luke 21:5 
through 24 where our Lord is doing two things: he's prophesying about this more 
immediate devastation that was coming, and that is the falling of Jerusalem, the crushing 
of Jerusalem by Titus of Rome in 70 A.D., but also there are aspects here that point to an 
ultimate fulfillment in the great tribulation time just before the second coming of Jesus 
Christ. So both things are happening and I'll probably go back and forth because I think 
that is the proper way to understand these things.

So, first of all, let's note here that as they asked the Lord, "When is going to be the time? 
What will be the sign that this great destruction is coming and our temple is going to be 
destroyed?" Jesus said, I. there will be false Christs. And I've elaborated a little further 
and said, and false leaders. And I do that because the whole concept of the Jewish 
Messiah, the Christ, is that he would come and be the new king, ruler or leader of the 
people, and we know from the balance of biblical truth that when God is turning his back 
on a people, and when God's judgment is impending upon a people, he will give them 
false leaders. So he said, "Now, I must have left you," he's not saying that but in effect, 
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"When I've left you, you're going to start seeing things happening and one of the things 
you're going to see happen is these false Christs are going to be popping up everywhere," 
and he says in verse 8, "Do not be misled." Do not be misled.

Dr. John MacArthur who's, I think, the greatest pastoral theologian in the world today, 
said the greatest need in today's church is discernment. That's what Jesus is saying here, 
"Be discerning. Many are going to come and many of these false Christ's will have 
powerful elocution and oratory skills. They will swoon you and sway you with their 
powerful persuasiveness. They may even have miraculous signs and wonders but," he 
says, "be discerning. Do not be misled." In other words, when the true Christ truly comes, 
you won't miss it. It will be so magnanimous, so overwhelming, all men will know that is 
the true Christ. But we can expect many false Christs.

Now, these Jews listen to Jesus on this day and, by the way, he's primarily addressing his 
true and genuine believers. Many of these men are going to still be alive, of course, when 
Titus destroys Jerusalem in 70 A.D. Now, they don't know that now. This is, of course, 
written and Jesus preached this way before 70 A.D., probably what, about 30 years to 40 
years away, but we know history records that's exactly what happened and they needed 
the discernment to know what is this about to take place. So it's a part of God's judgment 
on a people when we begin to see false and weak leadership among a people.

As a matter of fact, let me elaborate here for application because I think it really fits 
what's happening in our culture today and in our country in particular. Isaiah 3:12, the 
prophet is decrying the spiritual barrenness of the people. He says, "O My people! Their 
oppressors are children, And women rule over them. O My people! Those who guide you 
lead you astray And confuse the direction of your paths." Interesting there, he says, 
"Judgment is upon you and children, your leaders are like children, and your leaders are 
like women." What does he mean by that? Well, we know the Bible says, Jesus in 
particular said, he came unto some people and he was preaching to them and he said, 
"You guys are just like children. One time you want me to, a child rather will one time 
will want you to sing a happy song and then a child will turn around and say, no, sing us 
a dirge, sing is a sad song." In other words, children can't make up their mind. They're  
over here, then they're over there. And also carnal worldly women are like that. Now, not 
all women are like that. Good, godly women are principled and they're strong and they 
don't follow the whims of their worldly emotions, but carnal worldly women chase this 
fashion and this gimmick and then this fad and he said, "You're going to have leaders 
who have that kind of effeminate spirit." And I like what one scholar said and he was 
writing from a long time ago, he said, "The men in leadership will start having effeminate 
tendencies like silly emotional or worldly women. They lack the manly courage, 
principle, and vigor to lead the people properly."

Brothers and sisters, that is the age we are in now. There is a strong effeminate, whiny, 
weak, vacillating, chasing all the fashionable fads and gimmicks of the day in our 
leadership instead of strong, manly, principled, courageous vigor in leadership. Can I get 
an amen there? That's where we are. Now, is this something God could give us grace and 
reverse? He certainly can, but it ought to give us concern that the Lord, it looks like, is 
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turning his hand of blessing off of the United States of America and giving us the 
leadership we deserve to have. Somebody said that women should not be in these 
positions of leadership and somebody else said, yes, unless they are Margaret Thatcher. 
But I don't know about that but I do know the text is not referring to women in general, 
but carnal, worldly women who are prone to these kinds of things.

Well, Jesus said, "You'll know that this destruction is getting close, that God is moving 
his hand of blessing off of you, God is bringing you into an age of judgment, when you 
see false Christs," and from the balance of Scripture I would add, "false leadership in 
your country." And we'll see this more as I give you more lessons from history as we go 
on.

Now, second thing, Jesus says beginning in verse 9, there will be wars and instability in 
the land. Wars and instability. We see in verse 9 of chapter 21, "When you hear of wars 
and disturbances," that's the same thing as instability, he says, "do not be terrified; for 
these things must take place first, but the end does not follow immediately." In other 
words, he's saying, "It's not time for you to run for your lives." He's about to tell them 
that in a moment. There will be a time when you must run for your lives because what 
he's doing primarily is he's teaching his true, regenerate, elect people to avoid the wrath 
he's bringing upon unbelieving Israel and so he says, "When you see this happening, it's 
getting close but it's not time yet to run for your lives."

I was just doing some study in the history of this time and an Emperor by the name of 
Caligula became the Roman Emperor just after Jesus gave this prophecy. Historians say 
Caligula was especially cruel, sadistic, extravagant, and sexually perverse. Historians call 
him the insane tyrant. He even proposed putting a statue of himself in the Jewish temple. 
Some of his aides counseled him against that because that would have caused World War 
III among the Jews. That's the kind of man he was. But the countryside or rather even the 
earth in general in this day after our Lord's ascension when he was prophesying about 
these things to take place, uprisings, conflicts, mass instability, was commonplace.

We go on verse 10, he says, "Then He continued by saying to them," he's amplifying the 
point he was just making in verse 9, "'Nation will rise against nation and kingdom against 
kingdom.'" Historians record that bloody battles occurred at Scythopolis, Askalon, Tyre, 
Gadara, Alexandria, Damascus. In Caesarea, 20,000 Jews were slaughtered by the 
Assyrians. All of this is happening in this gap of time since Jesus prophesied and Titus 
came in 70 A.D. The Galileans were at war against the Samaritans. Seditions and 
rebellions and wars, generally speaking, instability, covered the landscape. So we know 
from, now listen, these aren't Christian historians, this is Josephus and others who were 
secularists or Jews but they recorded the events of those days and they line up exactly 
with what Jesus said was going to happen in those people's immediate future.

So not only do we see this prophecy of many false Christs will come and false leadership 
and wars and instabilities. III. Jesus says there will be earthquakes, pestilence, famines 
and signs, in verse 11, "and there will be great earthquakes, and in various places plagues 
and famines; and there will be terrors and great signs from heaven." I think the idea here 
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is the great earthquakes would be the reason why they would have the plagues and the 
pestilence coming into the land. We do know that severe earthquakes historians recorded 
in 51 A.D. in Rome, and Samaria, in Melitus, and Samos, and on the island of Crete, so 
that was a very, very common thing in that day and that's something that Jesus said, 
prophesied would be coming.

He also said in verse 11, not only earthquakes and things of that nature, but terrors and 
great signs. Now, let me tell you again what the Jewish, not Christian, the Jewish 
historian Josephus said happened during those days. Josephus said that on the eighth of 
Nisan, the month of Nisan, a light appeared around the altar, that's in the temple, at the 
ninth hour and it was as bright as day. Josephus is not a believer in any of these things but 
he says there were some strange phenomena happening in Israel in those days. The 
massive eastern gate at the temple required 20 men to open or close it, Josephus writes 
yet one night at midnight it opened of its own accord. Men reported seeing chariots with 
armed soldiers crashing across the heavens. A stranger that no one knew, Josephus says, 
preached in the streets of Jerusalem for seven years and five months crying, "Woe! Woe! 
Woe to Jerusalem!" So Josephus, the Jewish historian, though he rejected the Messiah, 
recorded that the Messiah's prophecies of what was soon coming to the Jewish people 
were true.

Now, this is a place where we are beginning to see not only an immediate fulfillment, but 
also some aspects of the final fulfillment of these prophecies, that is, these type of things 
also will be evident when the Lord comes in final judgment. There is a judgment coming 
on unbelieving Israel in 70 A.D. History records it. It's a fact. It's an indisputable fact. It 
happened. But there is an ultimate and final judgment yet to come on the other side of 
seven years of great tribulation when the Lord Jesus reestablishes his kingdom on planet 
earth.

Well, let's go to IV. notice the persecution of the true church and of true Christians. Now, 
there are several points here and the first sub point would be: persecuted by all. Jesus, we 
see in verse 12 and then we'll drop down to verses 16 and 17, begins to tell them that 
even before these things take place, you, my believing remnant, he's not talking about 
Israel in general here, he's talking about the true believers in himself, his true church and 
true Christians, are going to be persecuted by all. Look at it there in verse 12, "But before 
all these things, they will lay their hands on you and will persecute you, delivering you to 
the synagogues and prisons, bringing you before kings and governors for My name's 
sake." Now, what happened after the Lord ascended in the immediate years after the Lord 
gave this prophecy? Well, we know that Peter, we know that Paul, we know that John, we 
know that Silas, were all locked in prisons and who knows how many more because the 
Bible records that Saul, before he was converted, were locking many in prisons and 
having them persecuted for their faith in Jesus Christ; that's what he means when he says, 
"They will lay their hands on you."

Paul, for example, in 2 Corinthians 11:24 and 25 talked of his own experience. He says, 
"Five times I received from the Jews thirty-nine lashes. Three times I was beaten with 
rods, once I was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked, a night and a day I have spent in 
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the deep." So Paul himself records the personal persecutions that he experienced that the 
Lord predicted would happen. Now, he's saying right before this great judgment will 
happen we know now on this side of it, it'll happen in 70 A.D., these are the events that 
are going to be taking place. John 15:19 is a rich cross-reference on this, "If you were of 
the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose 
you out of the world, because of this the world hates you." Now, we know that's true in 
every age but particularly a great and fierce hatred against the true believers in Jesus 
Christ came against those believers in those days after our Lord's ascension.

He says in verse 12, they're going to bring you into the synagogues. I believe it means 
literally the synagogues but I have a problem with saying only the synagogue because 
there were false Christians and false churches beginning to pop up and they themselves 
inevitably participated in the persecutions of true believers. So these, whether it was a 
synagogue or early false churches, these God fearers, these God professors will be some 
of the greatest persecutors of true Christians. We know untold thousands of Christ 
honoring, Bible believing reformers in centuries later were burned at the stake outside 
church doors for their faith in Jesus Christ. You do understand that, for example, the 
Catholic and Protestant state churches of old Europe martyred thousands of early Baptists 
because the early Baptists refused to let their children be sprinkled into the state 
churches. The early Baptists said, "We're going to preach the Gospel to our children, to 
one another, to our friends, and when they show true repentance toward God and true 
faith in Jesus Christ, showing they are regenerate and born-again, then we will baptize 
our children. We're not just going to go through the motions of sprinkling them and 
making them part of the state church." And they were persecuted for that. So my point is: 
not only does Jesus say to these disciples listening in this day that soon a vicious 
persecution is going to come upon you, that has been the cycle for generations and 
generations and generations of true Bible believing Christians.

He goes on in verse 12 and he says they will bring you before kings and governors, and 
here's the key phrase, "for My name's sake." God is very jealous for his name. In other 
words, and I'll have more on this in just a moment, the Lord is saying, "By allowing this 
persecution to come, I'm going to make your witness pure and powerful in the earth. By 
allowing this suffering to come simply because you love the true Christ and love his 
word, I'm going to amplify the effect of your Christian testimony and that will bring 
glory to my name." And you can see when God says "for My name," he means his 
wisdom, his power, his beauty, what he can accomplish, and he will show through these 
disciples in the oven of persecution what he can create and what he can do.

Now we jump to verses 16 and 17. It's not an easy thing to think about. Jesus in this last 
sermon before he left the temple said, "But you will," verse 16, "you will be betrayed 
even by parents and brothers and relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to 
death," verse 17, "and you will be hated by all because of My name." That is, you hold to 
my truth, my doctrine. So blood relatives will deliver up their spouses, their children, 
their brother, their sister, because they believe and honor the Lord Jesus Christ. They'll 
deliver them up to church authorities in some cases, to state authorities, sometimes, of 
course, that's the same thing, and friends who are really pretend friends will betray true 
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believers. It will be a day when you cannot know who you can trust. Now, I do think that 
I'm accurate that God has done a lot of purifying work in this church so I would be quite 
surprised if and when the more severe persecution comes that we would find many in our 
midst betraying their brothers and sisters in order to get along in the world. But I'm 
telling you, in the average evangelical church, the small remnant of true believers there 
are going to be savagely persecuted by their fellow church members and we're already 
seeing tricklings of this. We're already seeing the first waves of this happening and it's 
going to get worse.

We see some of this as, and you see it on social media, boy, what a mixed blessing social 
media is. It can have good things and then it's just rotten as hell. But nevertheless, I get a 
little bit tired of when Christians stand for truth in this culture and then quote other 
Christians, lash out and destroy them because they didn't do it just right. You know, they 
start scrutinizing, "Well, you should of had this spirit. You should have had this tone..." 
Brother, when a brother or sister is being attacked for the truth, it's no time to scrutinize 
their methods. But I'm just saying, this is going to get worse and worse. Jesus said, before 
this great judgment that's coming, we know today that came in 70 A.D, they didn't know 
70 A.D., we know it now. He's saying, "There's going to be great betrayal by so very 
many who claim to be true believers."

We know history records that this began to happen greatly under the Emperor Nero who 
ruled during this period of time, and we also know that it happens in every age. Jesus 
taught this numerous times. Matthew 10:35 and 36, "For I came to set a man against his 
father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-
law; and a man's enemies will be the members of his own household." And what we also 
know that while this literally did happen in this age right after Jesus' ascension just as he 
said it would, we do know this has happened in various cycles throughout church history, 
particularly during the Reformation age when the church was breaking out of Roman 
Catholicism and rediscovering the Scriptures and rediscovering the Gospel of grace. We 
also know there's coming a day when this is going to be fulfilled in its full and final 
measure during the days of the great tribulation on the earth. There will be betrayal and 
undermining one against the other like we've never seen before when that day comes.

Well, some positives that are going to come out of that though, B. he said there's going to 
be a Spirit empowered witness during those days. Verse 13, "It will lead," what will lead? 
This persecution, this betrayal you're going to experience, this undermining, this being 
delivered over to the authorities. This great persecution, verse 13, "will lead to an 
opportunity for your testimony." He's saying in effect, persecution is the catapult that will 
thrust forth your testimony. Now think about that. In the oven of persecution, your 
testimony is going to shine bright and powerful. As these persecutions come against the 
true church and true Christians in these decades after the Lord's ascension, their witness 
will be proven in the earth, and I might add, was proven throughout the earth. As a matter 
of fact, here's what is recorded by the Scriptures and by trustworthy historians of this age. 
What actually happened as the persecution came upon the church? Well, we know that 
Idumea, Samaria, Mesopotamia, received the preaching of the Gospel through Judah. We 
know that Egypt, a Marmaria, Marcherania was evangelized by Mark and Peter. Ethiopia 
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was evangelized by Candace's eunuch and by Matthias. Pontus, Galatia and Asia were 
evangelized by Simon. The churches of Asia were evangelized by John. Parthia by 
Matthew. Synthia by Philip and Andrew. Northern and western Asia was evangelized by 
Bartholomew. Persia, Media and India was evangelized by Thomas. Then, of course, 
Jerusalem, Italy, Spain and Britain were evangelized by the Apostle Paul. All of that took 
place during the time of great persecution. It is actually trustworthy to conclude our 
forefathers in Europe received the Gospel because of the great persecution that came 
against the early believers after our Lord's ascension into heaven. 

Now, remember the context, they said, "When is this great destruction of judgment 
coming upon Jerusalem?" Jesus said, "A lot of things are going to be happening but one 
of the ways you'll know it's not too far away is that you're going to be greatly persecuted 
by all, even family members, but in that context, you'll start to hear of God giving 
special," now listen to me, listen, when you're under pressure for the truth, God gives you 
support by the Holy Spirit. There's going to be a special Spirit empowerment of your 
lives and there will be men who will go out and be very effective in their Gospel witness 
to the ends of the earth. That's exactly what the New Testament records and that's exactly 
what secular historians recorded that happened after Jesus' ascension.

So in the midst of great suffering, the Gospel flourishes in the earth. I like what one guy 
wrote, he said, "In their unbending resolve to stay true to the faith in such unrelenting 
persecution, sometimes even their persecutors, watching their strength, watching their 
faith, would cry, 'Let's go join them.'" The very strength God, look, look, look, this isn't 
your strength. Are you with me? This is not your power. You can't do this but when 
persecution comes, based on your faith in Christ, your love for the truth, then God infuses 
you, God empowers you, and you become what you could never become on your own. 
That's what happened. God builds his own church and, by the way, he makes a pattern of 
using weak vessels that he puts his mighty power in. So a Spirit empowered witness that 
cannot fail. 

Notice what he says in verses 14 and 15. I mean, when the pressure's on, pastors are not 
going to have studies like I have and be able to go and study and prepare messages so he 
says in verse 14, "So make up your minds not to prepare beforehand to defend 
yourselves; for I will give you utterance and wisdom which none of your opponents will 
be able to resist or refute." In other words, they will be totally flabbergasted as to why 
Christians, true believers now, not Baptist church goers, true believers, when this 
pressure and this persecution comes and they're dragged before magistrates and courts 
and religious authorities and they stand there with a peace and a contentment and a 
joyous resolve that says, "Sir, do to me what you must, but for me, I have peace and joy 
in my Christ and I will not deny him or turn from this faith." And the enemies of the 
church will be flabbergasted. They will be confused, "How are they doing this?" Do you 
believe God will do that? Do you believe God will come with special strength when you 
need it? I know he will. I know he will. Now, he may give you a season to purge all of 
you out of you. He may leave the fire on for a while to clean you up first, but he'll give 
you the strength when you need it.
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Well, that leads right into, C. divine perfection, protection rather. Verses 18 and 19, "Yet 
not a hair of your head will perish. By your endurance you will gain your lives." God will 
fulfill his sovereign purpose through his people in these times of persecution and we've 
got to remember, when God brings things that are difficult and brings these trials, they're  
always for his glory and for our good. And he says, "Not even a hair of your head will 
perish." You might think, "Well, wait a minute, we know for a fact some of their heads 
were cut off. Some of them were slaughtered and stoned. How can the Lord say not one 
hair of your head will perish?" What he's saying is, even the most miniscule part of your 
body or life is covered by a sovereign God and will intend, rather achieve its intended 
purpose. Did you hear that? Everything God has ordained will come about and it will not 
be wasted, even down to every hair on your head. They may cut off your head, but not 
one hair of your head will perish. And you can take this a little bit further based on the 
balance of biblical truth, God will see to it that every hair on your head is kept, 
regenerated in the glorification, and made perfect forever in eternity. They can't beat us, 
folks. You can't beat that. I mean, once you go to the resurrection, we win. Period. That's 
what he's saying. Nothing will be lost. Nothing will be in vain. You will not have wasted 
any energy, any life, anything of anything. Everything is going to be positive for you on 
the other side.

But look at verse 19, "By your endurance you will gain your lives." You can translate 
that, gain your souls. He's not saying you work out your salvation but what he's saying is 
when this kind of persecution comes on the true church, listen to me, it's going to get real 
clear, real quick, who real believers are and who the phonies are. Your Baptist 
membership won't be worth a plug nickel in that day. If you're not a real born again true 
follower of Jesus Christ, you will be exposed. That's what this means. He means true 
believers will stay true. They might struggle at times. They might fall at times, but they'll 
get back up and say, "I know Christ and he's my Lord and here we go again." They'll 
persevere to the end in their faith. They will not apostatize. They will not join up with the 
powers that be. They will not join up in the final tribulation with the false harlot church 
that says all the right things and uses Scriptures but does not know God. The false harlot 
church, by the way, will hold hands with this world system headed by the antichrist. True 
believers just won't do it.

What he's saying is they are going to be shown to be what they are. Jesus explained this 
another way as recorded by Matthew; the same sermon but Matthew amplified what he 
said in recording of aspects of it. Matthew 25:35, Jesus said, "When I was hungry, you 
fed me. What I was a stranger, you invited me in. When I was naked, you clothed me. 
When I was sick, you visited me. When I was in prison, you came to me." What's the 
context? It's this judgment that's coming. "In the judgment when Christians are 
persecuted, you did all these things for me." "When did we do these for you?" He said, 
"When you did it unto the least of these my brothers, you did it for me." What is he 
saying? When it was costly, when it was on the line, when it might really cost you 
something, you were faithful to stay true to Christ and your brothers and sisters in Christ. 
You clothed them if they needed it. You fed them if they needed it. Whatever the 
persecution was causing to be the dilemma in their lives, you were there to help them. 
You proved your true spiritual condition and what you were.
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Well, the last thing here, V. Jesus said there's going to be great suffering and great terror 
in the earth. Verse 20, "But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then 
recognize that her desolation is near." Now, I believe this has a fulfillment in the final 
tribulation yet to come, but it certainly had a fulfillment there in probably 66, 67, 68, 69 
and then 70 A.D. before Titus destroyed everything. He says in verse 21, "Then those 
who are in Judea must flee to the mountains, and those who are in the midst of the city 
must leave, and those who are in the country must not enter the city; because these are 
days of vengeance, so that all things which are written will be fulfilled." I think what he's 
saying to them, one thing he's saying is, "You've got to understand something, the Jews 
rejected their Messiah and God's bringing judgment against them through Titus of Rome, 
and God has left the land so why should you stay in it?" That's why he's saying, "Flee. 
Get away from it."

I believe, I don't want to go too far here but I can't help but believe a picture of the final 
tribulation in this immediate fulfillment when Titus of Rome destroyed Jerusalem 
because what God is doing here is he's giving his remnant a chance to escape the wrath. 
He's saying, "When you see these things happen, you flee. If you're out of the city, don't 
come into the city because I've already ordained Titus is going to destroy everything in 
the city. If you're in the city, get out of the city because it's about to hit." Now, things 
have been brewing for a while. The Roman legions had been marching and preparing for 
years. The Jews, the real believing remnant of the Jews who love Christ, did not know 
when it was going to happen. He said, "There's coming a point when they finally 
surround the city. Get out of it. Save yourselves in that day." So God's giving his true 
children a chance to escape the wrath that was to come. In fact, Josephus records that 
right after the Romans surrounded Israel, there was a strange pause for many days before 
they actually attacked, and the church escaped and missed the destruction. The Bible 
doesn't record that. Christian historians don't record that. A Jewish historian recorded that 
that's what happened. Jesus had these brethren ready and waiting for these days to 
happen.

Well, let's just go to verse 23. Jesus said, "Woe to those who are pregnant and to those 
who are nursing babies in those days; for there will be great distress upon the land and 
wrath to this people." All I can say is that you can only imagine the horror of a mom who 
sees and, by the way, when Titus led these soldiers into Jerusalem, they were absolutely 
enraged and bloodthirsty. They wanted everything slaughtered. They weren't coming in 
to say, "Hey, we're just going to take over. We want to keep all y'all. We just want to 
control." No, they came in and it was an absolute... Some historians say at one point one  
million Jews died in Jerusalem when Titus besieged the city in 70 A.D. Some say 
250,000. It was awful. So you can only imagine that how quickly this unfolds and what a 
devastating thing it would be for a mom that is trying to flee taking care of nursing 
babies.

Can I say something to you? God is holy and his holiness includes love and grace beyond 
comprehension, but his holiness includes a justice that encompasses a retribution and a 
wrath that you cannot imagine. This false God and false Christ we're hearing thrown  
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around today is not the Christ and not the God of Scripture. He's coming in vengeance 
and justice and as he ordained in his sovereign purpose, Titus of Rome to come in and 
destroy Jerusalem and particularly the temple, he was giving us just a little prophetic 
foretaste of the destruction he's bringing at the end of the great tribulation. Both are here. 
Both, the prophecy is of both. One is a type of the other.

In verse 22, he said, "these are days of vengeance." Great sin requires great vengeance. 
The storm clouds of judgment had been gathering actually for centuries against Israel. 
You know, it's amazing how men, we're so full of ourselves. We go 60, 70, 80 years and 
we think we've got all of this wisdom. Don't you get sick of these guys on television 
thinking they've got all the answers and they are nothing but, I can't say it. They're 
nothing. They're just nothings. The Bible says we're a mere breath. He said, take man in 
all of his strength and all of his vigor and that's the end of him. God pauses through the 
generations and lets a wicked land have some years of blessing and prosperity and you 
know what men do? They misinterpret God's pause as God's pardon. It's just a pause. 
Judgment is coming. Judgment is coming. Judgment is coming. "Pastor, I didn't come to 
church to hear this." Then you go somewhere else. This is what the word of God says. 
Judgment is coming.

Verse 24, "and they will fall." Now, it's interesting he's used that pronoun that cast the 
attention off of his remnant he's talking to because he's giving them a chance to escape 
the wrath, but they, Israel in general, will fall "by the edge of the sword, and will be led 
captive into all the nations; and Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by the Gentiles 
until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled." The historians of this day say that 10,000 
people perished in the temple itself as Titus destroyed it by fire. By the way, they took 
many, many, many months to finish their destruction. They just kept pounding it. 
Josephus records that 100,000 Jews that survived in Jerusalem where led away captive. 
He said some of these went to the Egyptian mines bound in chains. Many of them were 
taken to the theaters to fight as gladiators. 25,000 were slain, butchered in the 
amphitheater at Caesarea Philippi, Josephus writes because it was Domitian's birthday. It 
was the Emperor's birthday and he celebrated by slaughtering 25,000 Jews, exactly what 
Jesus said would happen. 

And he said Jerusalem will be destroyed and Jerusalem and Israel will never again have 
prominence in the earth until the times of the Gentiles is fulfilled. I think there are two 
parts to that. How does he word it in verse 24? They will fall by the edge of the sword, 
led captive into all the nations, Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by the Gentiles. It 
means that Israel, in general, will be under the heel of Gentile powers until the times of 
the Gentiles is fulfilled.

Now, there's another aspect of this. God's work is no longer centered in Israel. God's 
work is no longer centered in that people. God's work has now been shifted over to the 
Gentiles and now the Gospel, by the way, you're all Gentiles, best I know. The Gospel 
and God's work and God building his church is centered primarily among the Gentile 
nations. It's the times of the Gentiles and then when the end time comes, God's got a plan 
that there's a remnant of Israel that will believe and then God will meld together the 
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church made up of Gentiles and the church made up of Israel and they'll come together as 
one and Jesus will return and we will rule together and reign together over the entire 
earth, and that will be the end of the times of the Gentiles because the eternal age will be 
established.

Well, that's the second part of Jesus' last sermon in the temple.

Let's stand together in prayer.
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