
6:1-2  

We then, as workers together with Him also plead with you Isn’t that something? For the second time in this 

epistle (4:4-6), we have this understanding that “it is all God’s work” being balanced by the reality that “we’re 

working with Him.”
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 What a tremendous blessing to work with God for the reconciliation of others to Himself 

(given the context carryover from chapter 5). 

 

“Nothing can wholly satisfy the life of Christ within his followers except the adoption of Christ’s 

purpose toward the world he came to redeem. Fame, pleasure and riches are but husks and ashes 

in contrast with the boundless and abiding joy of working with God for the fulfillment of his 

eternal plans. The men who are putting everything into Christ’s undertaking are getting out of 

life its sweetest and most priceless rewards.” (J. Campbell White, “The Layman’s Missionary 

Movement,” in Perspectives on the World Christian Movement: A Reader, 225) 
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not to receive the grace of God in vain. 2 For He says: 

 “In an acceptable time I have heard you, And in the day of salvation I have helped you.”
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Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation. This goes along with verse 1. If you 

are not going to “be reconciled with God” (5:20), then you have received God’s grace “in vain.” We are 

confronted with the question of whether we are dealing with soteriological reconciliation in 5:18 and practical 

reconciliation in 5:20, but if we do that, then we must also play around with salvation here not being 

soteriological salvation…which is a paradox at best. How do you have “salvation that is not salvational?”  

 On the other hand, maybe Paul is using 6:2 to tell us that our practical reconciliation (5:20) is because 

we have already experienced positional salvation (5:18; 6:2), and that such grace is extended to receive a 

messenger that seems awkward at times (1 Corinthians 2-4), and authoritarian at others (such as here). If this is 

not the case, we have a lot of explaining to do for all the times Paul has explained that his conscience is clean 

(1:12-14; 4:1-3; 5:10-12), and that is without the very next verse. 

 If any of this is true, then we must see that Paul is using the quotation to speak of a regular, expected 

salvation that is ongoing. We are “being saved from our sin” and it is a sort of being “continually reconciled 

with our Father” (5:20). 

 

6:3  

We give no offense in anything, that our ministry may not be blamed. For the second time since 5:11, we 

have an appeal to this church, by Paul, that if he did not lead a blameless life, they probably would care nothing 

about the Gospel. Now, we would probably all admit that Paul was a sinner like you and I…but exactly how 

sure do we need to be to know that we are living a life void of offense from the perspective of the God we 

represent? The Son Whose Name we carry? Again, what ministry are we talking about? The ministry of 

reconciliation (5:19-20); the ministry of the Spirit (3:7); the ministry of the Gospel of Jesus (4:6). We must 

take personal responsibility for how the teaching of Christ is perceived by the world. Yes, the teaching of 

Christ.  

Look to what extent Paul went through to preserve that “clean as a whistle” reputation for Christ’s sake 

among the collective conscience of these followers of Christ: 

 

6:4-11 

11 O Corinthians! We have spoken openly to you, our heart is wide open. How do we prove that we have 

“big hearts” for you in the Gospel (reaching back to the preceding chapter) if we haven’t convinced you yet 

(with verses 4-10)? Consider 11:22-33.   

 

6:12--17  
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You are not restricted by us, but you are restricted by your own affections. Between hesitating affections 

towards Paul and his companions [(as can be seen in the appeal to the grace they’ve received from them to 

begin with (5:13-21)] and the misdirected affections towards ungodly objects of affections in the following 

verses (6:14-17), they were restricted in their love.  

By the way, it seems a little odd that God’s ambassadors would be hesitatingly received. “Here we are 

asking you to be reconciled to God and acknowledge your place in this grand plan for your redemption, and we 

still feel like we are unloved as God’s messengers.” This does not go away. We see in 2 Corinthians 12:15 he 

feels so very troubled. His credentials are the sufferings he has endured from the enemy and he feels as though 

he should (as he did in chapters 1 and 2 and as he alludes to in the next chapter) receive some reciprocation. 

Do we see that the unwillingness to cut ourselves from worldly alliances in favor of God’s message and 

His messengers is because we “love idols” (6:14-17)? Imagine just how much this would affect us if we 

exercised it? Do you see that pseudo-apostles (2 Corinthians 11:13-15) are what we’re talking about? If that was 

the original context, and if these false apostles are in their church, how could it be any less intense of an 

application with false Christians who seep into the church? That gives a fundamental obligation upon the 

believer to not only be examining themselves (13:5), but to know that others are to be likewise examining 

themselves (13:6). 

Such an unfortunate thing when those in the church will not see those who are pulling them down in 

their reputations and in their character. 

 

We judge of a man by the company he keeps. The same principle that prevails among animals of 

lower order, seems to hold good among men, — like consorts with like. Hence to know a man’s 

associates is in a certain sense to know him. Knowing the class to which he belongs, we know at 

least his rank and his general characteristics, even if we remain ignorant of his individual 

peculiarities…we take it for granted that in his opinion these different orders of beings are in 

some way related to each other, and that in some respects they are, if not equals, yet worthy of 

being named together. There may be differences among them; still, he looks at the resemblances 

rather than at the differences, and places them all in the same category. So, too, when in the 

Apocalypse mention is made of dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and 

idolaters, and liars, we suppose that however these may differ from each other, they are all 

measurably on the same footing, because the classification groups them all together as members 

of the same family. What minor differences there may be among them are ignored because of 

their general similarity; and we are confirmed in this view because elsewhere the same classes 

with others of like character are named together, and the same destiny is assigned them. In fact, 

every man’s mind is so constituted that he cannot help being influenced in his opinion of a thing 

by the classification in which it is found.
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7:1-2  

Therefore, having these promises, This must be a reference to the closing two verses of the previous chapter. 

Since we have the promise of God being a Father to us…beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness 

of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.  Another reference to fearing God for the 

believer (5:11). 2. Open your hearts to us. This is a rehearsal…almost a chorus…from 6:13—both of which 

(6:13; 7:2) are responses to the open heart of Paul (6:11). This is the answer to the misdirected affections earlier 

in the passage. 

 

We have wronged no one, we have corrupted no one, we have cheated no one. This really is the conclusion 

to the passage from Paul. “Look, let’s ‘cleans ourselves from the filthiness of’ misdirected affections and closed 

hearts to each other, huh?” Are you awaiting somebody to take the step toward maturity before you do? Maybe 
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we should see that we are to be the grownups in the conversation. “This is the hardest and the happiest business 

in the world.”
5
 

                                                             
5 John Piper, A Holy Ambition: To Preach Where Christ Has Not Been Named (Minneapolis, MN: Desiring God, 

2011). 


