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Stand Fast 

Steadfast Christianity Part 1 

Warnings of Difficult Days 
 
Toward the end of His ministry on earth, Christ spoke these words to His disciples: 
 

John 15:20, “Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If 
they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep 
yours also.” 

 
Paul consoled a young minister struggling under sever persecution: 
 

2 Timothy 3:12, “Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.” 
 
Christ spoke these words during the Sermon on the Mount: 
 

Matthew 7:14, “Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few 
there be that find it.” 

 
And in our epistle we read of “enemies of the cross.”1  These enemies were heading toward Philippi. 
 

Philippians 3:2, “Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, beware of the concision.” 
 
Truly hard and difficult days are expected as we approach the Second Coming of Christ.  In this context, 
it is appropriate to ask with Christ this question:  “when the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the 
earth?” (Luke 18:8). 
 
This is an important question for us to consider for the Bible is filled with warnings and predictions that 
in the end, many people and churches will fall away from Christ.  And there is no doubt that we are 
witnessing the fulfillment of these predictions today!  Defection is rampant in our day.  The mark of 
apostasy in the Old Testament was the corruption of God's worship.  And one doesn’t need to go far to 
see this mark in full bloom today. 
                                                 
1 Compare Philippians 3:18 



 
 

 
The words of Amos no longer can be understood as an obscure reference to a time yet future — his words 
are upon us. 
 

Amos 8:11-12, “Behold, the days come, saith the Lord GOD, that I will send a famine in the land, 
not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the LORD:  And they 
shall wander from sea to sea, and from the north even to the east, they shall run to and fro to seek 
the word of the LORD, and shall not find it.” 

 
You say, "That's not very comforting!"  And it is not intended to be!  It indeed should be alarming to 
discover that the words of rebuke and warning from the Lord in the prophets are as applicable today as 
when they were first written. 
 
This is why a common theme throughout Scripture is the exhortation of steadfastness in our walks with 
Christ. 
 

1 Corinthians 15:58, “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the 
Lord.” 

 
2 Peter 3:17, “Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, 
being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness.” 
 

After the Gentile church was founded at Antioch, the Jerusalem church sent Barnabas to them.  Barnabas 
was to encourage the church to steadfastness. 
 

Acts 11:23,  “Who, when he came, and had seen the grace of God, was glad, and exhorted them 
all, that with purpose of heart they would cleave unto the Lord.” 

 
The first apostolic message to a new church was to be steadfast in their faith! In light of this, we are not 
surprised to find that a large part of Paul and Barnabas' ministry was this: 
 

Acts 14:22, “Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in the faith, 
and that we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God.” 

 
Paul exhorted the Galatian church to be steadfast. 
 

Galatians 5:1, “Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be 
not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.” 
 

When it came to the Colossae believers Paul rejoiced in their steadfastness. 
 

Colossians 2:5, “For though I be absent in the flesh, yet am I with you in the spirit, joying and 
beholding your order, and the stedfastness of your faith in Christ.” 

 
In Thessalonica Paul once again urges them to stand fast. 
 

2 Thessalonians 2:15, “Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye have 
been taught, whether by word, or our epistle.” 
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Paul warned Timothy that under persecution supposed children of God would not stand fast. 

 
1 Timothy 4:1, “Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from 
the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils.” 

 
You see, steadfastness in one's walk with Christ is a question of great significance and importance.  In 
light of the description of the last days, it is the question of the hour! 
 
Lest in thinking we stand we fall2 let us receive Paul's exhortation this morning to "stand firm in the 
Lord!"  Accordingly, let's begin an examination of the call itself. 

The Call to Steadfastness 
 

Philippians 4:1, “Therefore, my brethren dearly beloved and longed for, my joy and crown, so 
stand3 fast4 in the Lord, my dearly beloved.” 

 
The word stand fast refers to steadfastly holding one's ground regardless of the danger or the opposition.  
For example, the word was used in ancient times of a tree firmly rooted in the midst of a raging storm.  It 
also referred to a soldier who defended his position at all costs, even to the point of death. 
 
From this perspective standing firm is both a positive and a negative activity.  To stand in God is to stand 
against Satan.  To stand in truth is to stand against falsehood.  To stand in righteousness is to stand 
against sin.  To stand firm in the Lord is to stand against any and all compromise in one's walk with 
Christ.  It is to take “every thought captive to the obedience of Christ” ( 2 Corinthians 10:5).  It is to 
“destroy speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of Christ” (2 Corinthians 
10:5).  It is to “flee youthful lusts” (2 Timothy 2:22).  It is to be “steadfast in one's pursuit of 
righteousness, faith, love, and peace” (2 Timothy 2:22).  It is to be “immovable in your confession of 
Christ” (Philippians 2:11).   
 
This is the idea behind standing firm:  a whole-hearted, all-consuming, uncompromising passion and 
commitment to Christ.  In fact, if a picture comes to mind, Paul has us think of the soldier's job in a 
Roman phalanx.5  

The Front Line 
 
In Paul's day, the Roman's had perfected the art of phalanx warfare.  This style of warfare caused Rome to 
become the greatest military machine ever known to mankind.  In the phalanx there were two primary 
positions.  The first of these positions was the front row.   
 
The front row could extend for a mile of more.  This consisted of foot soldiers lined up shoulder to 
shoulder.  They wore a breastplate which was a tough, sleeveless piece of armor that fully covered the 
torso and back.  In the left hand they carried a large shield that was 2 1/2 feet x 4 1/2 feet and was 

                                                 
2 Compare 1 Corinthians 10:12 
3 sthkw steko 
4The NAS95 Bible renders this verse thus: “Therefore, my beloved brethren whom I long to see, my joy and crown, in this 
way stand firm in the Lord, my beloved.” 
5 Compare Ephesians 6:13-14 
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designed to protect the whole body (men were smaller then).   This shield was made of a solid piece of 
wood and was covered with metal or heavy oiled leather.  In their right hand they carried a sword which 
varied in length from six to eighteen inches long.  It was the principle weapon in hand-to-hand combat.   
 
The second position of the phalanx was the archers.  The job of the archers was to constantly pelt the 
approaching army with flaming arrows, spears, and other debris. 
 
In other places in Scripture, the walk of faith is pictured as the activity of a foot soldier in a Roman 
phalanx.6  Now what makes this so significant is that victory for a foot soldier was neither advancing nor 
retreating.  Victory was standing firm.  If one broke ranks in either direction, the phalanx could fail.  But 
in standing one's ground in the thick of battle it was only when the approaching enemy fled that a charge 
would ensue. 
 
Such is the nature of Christianity!  Victory in the kingdom of God is not advancing or retreating!  Victory 
is standing firm in your relationship with God.  It requires continually trusting and relying upon God 
when everything around you argues to the contrary. 
 
Hear this word of exhortation today.  If you have ever read Voice of the Martyrs you know that brothers 
and sisters around the world are suffering greatly for the cause of Christ.  Now it is easy to look at a 
magazine like this and conclude that we have it easy in the United States.  And in many ways that's true.  
 
However don't miss it — temptation when it comes to renouncing Christ can take many forms.  In parts of 
the world it has taken the form of a frontal attack bringing with it threats, physical punishments, and even 
martyrdom — as detailed in the Voice of the Martyrs.  However, in the United States, it is in the form of 
guerilla warfare as leisure, free time, plenty, wealth, and entertainment all whisper to the believer. 
 
“You don't really need to read the word.”  “Relax! You don't want to be a fanatic about Christ.”  
“Worship is supposed to be inspiring and fun.”  “All that is important is that you feel good about yourself 
and God.” 
 
The question is not, “When the Son of Man comes, will He find faith on the earth?” (Luke 18:8).  The 
question is this:  This past week, could faithfulness to Christ, His word, and worship, be found in your 
life? 
 
That's the mark of victory! That's the mark of success!  It is not doing great things for the Lord.  It is 
being faithful when no one is watching!  It is standing your ground in Christ without wavering!  It is 
remaining steadfast in the service and work of the Lord! 

The Philadelphian Church 
 
In the book of Revelation chapters 2 to 3 contain seven letters to the seven churches of Asia.  Each letter 
follows a typical form:  An address to the angel of the congregation; A description of the character of the 
One writing; commendation for what the church has done; an exhortation on account of the church's sin; 
and a promised blessing.   
 
The beauty of this section in Revelation is that while each of these churches were real congregations at 
the time of the writing of this epistle they nevertheless represent churches throughout redemptive history. 

                                                 
6 Compare Ephesians  6:10-20 
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In fact churches like these exist today! 
 
Now of all the churches addressed here there is only one that received only encouragement!  In other 
words there was no glaring fault that needed correcting.  And that church was the church at Philadelphia! 
 
What is the key characteristic of a faithful church?  What is the mark of a church that doesn't receive any 
form of correction or condemnation? 
 

Revelation 3:7-8,  “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These things saith he that 
is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and 
shutteth, and no man openeth;  I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and 
no man can shut it: for thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied 
my name.” 

 
Christ puts it this way a few verses later:  “because thou hast kept the word of my patience” (Revelation 
3:10).  What sets this church apart is faithfulness in its devotion to the Lord.  What one must seek after to 
have success in his walk with Christ is steadfastness. 
 
But you say, “I am small, weak, and little!” 
 
So were the believers at Philadelphia! Yet they were commended not  because they did such great things 
for the Lord.  But simply because they were steadfast! 
 
Such is the calling resting upon each one of us today!   
 
You say, "I just lost my job!" Stand firm!  "I just lost a loved-one!" Stand firm!   "I'm tire and worn out!" 
Stand firm!  "God has turned His back on me such that my prayers go unanswered!" Stand firm! With 
this, notice the urgency with which Paul exhorts the Philippians. 

The Urgent Call 
 

Philippians 4:1, “Therefore, my brethren dearly beloved and longed for, my joy and crown, so 
stand fast in the Lord, my dearly beloved.” 

 
As always when we come across this word, therefore, we must ask, what is the 'therefore' there for? And 
when we do that here, we are brought back to these verses. 
 

Philippians 3:20-21, “For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the 
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ:  Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto 
his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto 
himself.” 

 
Do you see the urgency of Paul's command in this text to stand firm? Christ is soon going to return! And 
when He does, He will transform His people into conformity with Himself.  To understand this is to get 
busy striving toward faithfulness in Christ! 
 
Yet you say, “That doesn't do much for me! I know Christ is coming back, but big deal!" 
 
Listen! If the knowledge of the Second Coming of Christ does not move us to faithfulness in our walk 
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with Christ and create in us a passion to stand firm in the Lord then the diagnosis we must derive from 
this is that (1) our mind is not set on the things above, and (2) we are worldly.7   

The Second Coming 
 
Hear the word of the Lord speaking of the Second Coming of Christ: 
 

1 Peter 1:6, “Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness 
through manifold temptations.” 
 

Is the greatest news you could hear today, "Christ is returning"?  If it is not, then family of God, we're 
worldly. 
 

2 Peter 3:11-12, “Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons 
ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness, Looking for and hasting unto the coming 
of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall 
melt with fervent heat?” 

 
When Peter contemplated the return of Christ, the passion for holiness and purity instantly were aroused.  
We understand now why in Philippians 4 Paul exhorts us to steadfastness in our walk with Christ: The 
Lord is coming soon! 
 

1 John 3:2-3, “Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: 
but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.  And 
every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.” 

 
From these passages and more we see that one of the chief characteristics of the child of God in this age 
will be hope living in anticipation of the Second Coming of Christ!  Thus, stand firm in the Lord! 
 
Yet sadly today, so many are living in anticipation of so many things other than Christ.  For example for 
many in the church today the hope is that the service will end in time for the big game.  Or perhaps it is 
that I can sit through The Lord of the Rings without taking a potty break.  For some it is the hope that God 
doesn't interrupt my plans for the future with trial and difficulty.  Perhaps it is a hope that I can retire at 
age 55.  It could be that I trust that nothing will interfere with my leisure.  Some hope that they can 
recapture the health of their youth if they would just eat right and lose weight.  Such a far cry from the 
faith once for all delivered to the saints.  A faith which according to Hebrews 11:35-37 lead past brothers 
and sisters to torture, mockings, scourgings, chains, imprisonment, stoning, sawn asunder, execution, 
hopelessness, destitution, hopelessness, afflictions, and ill treatment.   
 
Family of God, listen.  The next event on God's eschatological time clock is the return of Christ.  That 
means we are not waiting for a temple to be rebuilt.  We are not waiting for a nation to come to the Lord.  
Life does not revolve around what will make me happy or fulfilled.  Rather, standing in the Lord we wait 
on the edge of eternity longing for the final and last redemptive act of Christ: His Second Coming.   
 
Now when you consider this truth, the only possible response is to remain faithful to Christ! 
 
Thus Paul exhorts the Philippians with these words, “Stand Firm in the Lord!” 

                                                 
7 Compare Colossians 3:1-2 
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When the world says compromise or your flesh says, take it easy, or when you feel like coasting in your 
walk, or you are sure that just a little sin won’t matter let your response be resounding:  “God Forbid! I 
am a soldier of Christ called to steadfastness!" 

Securing Steadfastness 
 
Now family of God, how do you secure steadfastness in your walk with Christ?   
Ephesians was written about the same time as Philippians and from the same prison cell.  In this letter, 
Paul as well raised the theme of steadfastness. 
 

Ephesians 6:13-14, “Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to 
withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having your loins girt 
about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness.” 

 
From here Paul gives a detail description of a Roman soldier's dress relating it to the Christian's walk.  
While we do not have time to go through it, notice the final and culminating element that lends itself to 
steadfastness. 
 

Ephesians 6:18, “Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching 
thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints.” 

 
Do you see what the climax is of Paul's treatment on steadfast Christianity in Ephesians 6?  It is prayer. 
 
This has incredible implications.  Paul wrote, “pray without ceasing” (1 Thessalonians 5:17).  The 
fulfillment of this does not occur by audibly praying every waking and sleeping moment of our life.  
While there are a variety of words for prayer in the Bible, the word that Paul uses here is the most 
general.  It speaks of a God-ward look of dependence and devotion. 
 
Thus, Paul is not saying, audibly pray at all times.  Paul is saying cultivate a life where at all times you 
are depending upon Christ.   
 
Family of God that which leads to steadfast Christianity is total reliance upon Christ and His cross!  
Knowing that God's acceptance of me is not based on what I think, say, or do.  It is based solely upon 
Christ's work on my behalf. 
 
We must approach God clinging to the cross- not our own good records.  We must approach Christ 
clinging to the cross, not our great acts of devotion.  We must approach the Lamb, not with self-esteem or 
worth, but with nothing but the blood of the Lamb! 
 
Accordingly, there is no better way to end this message than by doing just that.  First, let us pray to 
Christ.  And secondly through our observance of the Lord’s table. 
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A subscription to the Broomfield Presbyterian Church Ministry of the Word is on a free basis. To subscribe or unsubscribe 
send a post card to Broomfield Presbyterian Church Ministry of the Word®, Post Office Box 691, Windsor, Colorado 80550. 
Or you may send your request by email to nelsnelson@qwest.net The Broomfield Presbyterian Church Ministry of the Word is 
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VISIT US WHEN IN Broomfield, COLORADO  
Feel free to visit Broomfield Presbyterian Church when in Broomfield, Colorado. Broomfield Presbyterian Church is located at 
Kohl Elementary School, 10th Street and Kohl, Broomfield, Colorado. The telephone number of the church is 303-469-6912. 
The worship services are at 9:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. each Sunday. Broomfield Presbyterian Church is a member of the 
Orthodox Presbyterian Church.  
 
All our sermons can be accessed via the World Wide Web.  The recording of this sermon can be found at this web address:   
http://www.sermonaudio.com/sermoninfo.asp?sermonID=11804194630
 
Providentially hindered.  The address for all sermons at Broomfield can be found out as follows: 
http://broomfieldopc.sermonaudio.com

About the Preacher  
Greg Thurston preached this sermon on January 18, 2004. Greg is the preacher at Broomfield 
Presbyterian Church.   
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