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Message: The Saving Grace of the Godhead, Part 1
Text:        1 Peter 1:1-2

Introduction

  A.  Often believers who are faithfully following Jesus Christ, suffer continual persecution, heartbreak,    
pressure, loneliness, hunger, illness.  Though they cry out to the Lord for relief, the suffering sometimes
continues with no relief in sight.  It is at those times we can be tempted to think that something is wrong,
that we are to blame, that God is unfair, that God is distant, disinterested, and doesn’t truly love us, or     
that He is unable to help us, and therefore is not the God we thought Him to be, if He exists at all.  

  B.  The risen Lord Who is our Chief Shepherd knows the weakness of believers who first received Peter’s    
letter as well as that of successive generations of believers for whom this letter has been preserved He    
knows we’re susceptible to questioning God’s intentions toward us. So in order to protect His own,    
Christ inspires Peter to provide that piece of God’s armor that Christ’s apostle Paul commends to us    
when he writes ...

Ephesians 6:17  And receive ...  the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 

  C.  By this word of God we are even now being protected as Peter corrects any faulty expectations we might     
have, replacing them with expectations that are sound, wise, and as true as the Lord lives, expectations    
not only for this present age, but for the age to come.  Don’t be surprised if you suffer as a Christian - it   
is sometimes God’s will for us to do so, but standing firm will end in our sharing in His eternal glory.

1 Peter 4:12   Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for your

testing, as though some strange thing were happening to you;  but to the degree that you share the sufferings of 13

Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that also at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice with exultation.  If you are 14

reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. ... 19

Therefore, those also who suffer according to the will of God shall entrust their souls to a faithful Creator in

doing what is right. 

  D.  Peter had listed in the first 12 verses of his letter all the reasons that assure us that God’s intentions toward  
  us, far from being distant, disinterested, unloving, unkind, are very kind, very affectionate, very                
  righteous, and will not fail to bring us into His eternal joy, presence, and glory at the revelation of Jesus   
 Christ.  We saw Peter begin to list all that God has done for us in Christ beginning in verse 1 last week:

God made us His ...

1 Peter 1:1   Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the chosen aliens of the diaspora (dispersion) throughout

Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia,

elect  (His chosen ones)
aliens  (not by defect, but by design)
Diaspora  (His dispersed people of God, whose citizenship is in heaven)

   E.  In verse 2 we will see that, far from being disinterested, distant, and detached from us, all three members     
  of the Godhead - Father, Son, and Spirit - are bringing their saving grace to bear upon us for our glory.    

Therefore, we have entitled this 2 part message, “The saving grace of the Godhead.” 

1 Peter 1:1   ... who are chosen  according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work 2

of the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: May grace and peace be yours in the

fullest measure. 

      1.  We are chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father
      2.  We are chosen by the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit
      3.  We are chosen to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled by His blood.



I.  Believers are chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father.

1 Peter 1:1   ... who are chosen  according to the foreknowledge (prognosis) of God the Father, by the 2

sanctifying work of the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: May grace and peace be yours

in the fullest measure. 

  A.  God the Father’s reveals His kind intentions and purposes for us by telling us He chose us to be His people,
aliens in this world and citizens of His kingdom, according to His “foreknowledge.”

      1.  Look at the word "foreknowledge"  (proynosis).  It carries in its prefix a time reference - pro = before,     
and then the word “gnosis” = “knowledge.”  God's choosing us was based on his knowing us before       
hand.  How far before, and before what?

      a.  In 1:20  we have the same word in verbal form (proginosko), where we read Christ was known before 
  the foundation of the world.  

1 Peter 1:20   For He was foreknown (proginosko) before the foundation of the world, but has

appeared in these last times for the sake of you 

  b.  Could it be that the time that the Father knew us as a basis for choosing us to be aliens of this world   
was also from before the foundation of the world?  Yes!

Ephesians 1:4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy

and blameless before Him. 

      2.  So God’s electing/choosing us for salvation was no arbitrary, take it or leave it, spur of the moment thing.  
  This has been God's heart and design for us from before all time.  The fact that we do not fit in this    

world is not our defect - it is our destiny by the design of God, who does all things well! 

  B.  Our understanding just how committed God is to His kind intentions toward us will be enhanced if we take  
  a deeper look at the word “foreknowledge,” at how His Spirit inspires the Biblical writers to use the    

word "foreknow." 

      1.  It can mean "know about beforehand" as it does in 2 Peter 3:17, where believers knowing beforehand     
that some will attempt to distort the writings of Scripture, are told to be on their guard.

2 Peter 3:17  You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand (proginosko), be on your guard so that you are

not carried away by the error of unprincipled men and fall from your own steadfastness, 

      2.  but this definition does not seem to fit Christ 1 Peter 1:20, of Whom it was said ... 

1 Peter 1:20   For He was foreknown (proginosko) before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these

last times for the sake of you 

      3.  Some have imported the definition of "foreknowing" from 2 Peter 3:17 into 1 Peter 1:2, interpreting    
"chosen ... according to the foreknowledge of God" to mean that God looked into the future to learn who 

  would choose Him, and on the basis of knowing our choice of Him, He chose us. 

a.  But this proposal should make us uncomfortable, Christians, if we find that nowhere does the Bible     
teach God's foreknowledge being based on His looking into the future in order to learn/know the  

 future.   In fact, Scripture teaches that God knows the future, not because He foresees it, but    
because He appoints/ordains it after the counsel of His own will (not ours).

Ephesians 1:9   He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His kind intention which He

purposed in Him  ...  the summing up of all things in Christ ... In Him  also we have obtained an 10  11

inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who works all things after the

counsel of His will, 



b.  In fact, the Bible teaches that God doesn’t peer into the future to learn who will choose Him, because 
the Bible teaches that God is not only possess the attribute of omniscience, being all knowing,    
but also of being changeless in all of his attributes.  He has never learned anything by any means, 

  for if that were so, He would have at one time been ignorant, and not omniscient.  You and I    
know some things about the future because we learn them from God.  God knows the future    
because He determines from all eternity what will be, according to the council of His own will!

    Psalm 147:5  Great is our Lord and abundant in strength; His understanding is infinite. 

Malachi 3:6   "For I, the LORD, do not change .... 

      4.  Alternative definition:  While the word "know" can mean "have information about," in the Hebrew culture,  
 it also means  "to have regard or affection for,"  "have delight in," a meaning similar to "love."

a.  Gen 4:1  Literally reads, "Adam knew his wife Eve, and she conceived."  In knowing Eve, he did not
merely have intellectual information about her, but engaged in an act of affectionate commitment   
to her as his own flesh, and as his own body belong to her.

Genesis 4:1   Now the man (adam = man) had relations with (yada = know) his wife Eve, and she

conceived and gave birth to Cain, and she said, "I have gotten a manchild with the help of the LORD." 

   b.  Amos 3:2 In this way God committed Himself in love to His people Israel.  He had knowledge about
all the peoples of the earth, but He knew Israel in a way He committed himself to no other nation
at that time.

Amos 3:2   "You only have I known (yada) among all the families of the earth; Therefore I will punish

you for all your iniquities." 

      c.  In this same sense, Jesus says of His sheep He knows His sheep, so committed to them in love that He
lays down His life for them.

John 10:14    "I am the good shepherd, and I know My own and My own know Me,  even as the Father 15

knows Me and I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep. 

  d.  And in this same sense Jesus, when He returns to judge the world in righteousness, will say to all           
 unbelievers , including those professing Christians who never truly knew Him, “I never knew you.”

Matthew 7:21   "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who

does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter.  "Many will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we 22

not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?'

 "And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU W HO PRACTICE23

LAW LESSNESS.' 

  C.  So Christian, if you are suffering in various ways as aliens in this world with no relief in sight, know that       
God is not distant from or disinterested in you.  God has chosen us for salvation, not according to an    
arbitrary, spur of the moment whim, but was according to His foreknowing us from all eternity with an    
everlasting love.  Our sharing life with Him in His glory has been God's heart and design for us from    
before all time.   The fact that we do not fit in this world is not due to our defect - it is due to God’s design.

 

  D.  If we have been tempted to doubt the Father’s knowing us in this way, because it has been His sovereign will 
  that we at times suffer in this life, then hear the words of His prophet Hosea ...

Hosea 6:1   "Come, let us return to the LORD. For He has torn us, but He will heal us; He has wounded us, but He

will bandage us.  "He will revive us after two days; He will raise us up on the third day, that we may live before Him. 2  3

"So let us know, let us press on to know the LORD." 
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