
       Paul's Benedictory Prayer 

Call to Prayer:  Psalm 24                     Hymn #109-  This is My Father's World 
1st Scripture:  1 Thessalonians 2:17-3:10   Hymn Insert-  Every Promise of Your Word 
2nd Scripture:  1 Thessalonians 3:11-13  Hymn #400-  Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing 

Introduction: 

 Paul has just finished pouring out his heart, explaining the pains that he took to try to get 

back to the Thessalonians, after he had been chased out by the Jewish unbelievers there.  He tried 

repeatedly to get back to Thessalonica, but Satan hindered him.  And so, when he could not 

endure waiting any longer, to see how they were doing, he sent Timothy to them, to establish and 

encourage them in their faith, and to bring back a report, concerning the spiritual condition of the 

Thessalonian brethren.   

 Well, Timothy did go to Thessalonica, and he returned and gave a report to Paul and 

Silas.  Last time, we considered that report, which brought great comfort to Paul and Silas.  The 

Thessalonians were indeed persevering in their faith, and their mutual love for one another was 

clearly manifest, even in the face of great persecution and tribulation.  And furthermore, they had 

expressed their own fervent desire to see Paul and Silas again.  Such news, was a wellspring of 

life to Paul, leading him to give thanks to God, for the joy that he had been granted in learning of 

the Thessalonian's good state.  And of course, it led him all the more to pray that he might see 

them again, especially to perfect what was lacking in their faith; to administer some additional 

spiritual blessing to them, to further their progress in the faith. 

 Finally, this morning, Paul offers up a Benedictory prayer; a prayer of "well wishing," as 

it were, on behalf of the Thessalonians.  And this serves, not only as a capstone for all that he has 

just stated, but also as a point of transition, which will lead him into the very practical 

exhortations that he desires to give to the Thessalonians; the "called for actions," which are 

meant to flow out of the "indicative encouragements" that he has given in the first three chapters.  

 [Note: the general "indicative/imperative" method, which Paul uses, when seeking to 

accomplish any particular goal, with and in, his audience.  The "informative" serves as a catalyst 

to bring about obedience to the "imperative" commands -  Example: Eph. 1-3/Benediction/4-6] 
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 I.  Paul's Benedictory Prayer 

 Before we consider Paul's Benedictory prayer here, let me just preface our consideration 

with an important assertion.  It is important for us to realize, brethren, that when Paul makes this 

statement, he is not simply parroting words of flattery.  In other words, this is not "greeting card" 

theology, where nice things are said, that we may not really mean (or "sneeze theology" - just 

saying what you know your supposed to say, with hardly any cognizance or thought behind your 

words).   

 No, in keeping with the heart and tone, which he has expressed throughout this letter, and 

in realizing that this is ultimately the Holy Spirit inspiring the Apostle's writing, what Paul says 

here is true, relevant and meaningful.  And so, I say all of that, because it might be easy to read 

the Benedictory statements of the Epistles in a careless, skimming type of fashion, as if they are 

just nice, cordial words (i.e. "Sincerely Yours...").  No, these are theologically rich, thought out, 

meaningful statements, that deserve as much attention and consideration as any other text of 

Holy Scripture.  All of that said, let's now consider the text. 

 When we look at Paul's benediction here, we find two requests that he makes to God on 

behalf of the Thessalonians, the second of which, has a specifically mentioned end (or goal) 

attached to it.   

 1) The first request, naturally, addresses the mutual desire which Paul and the 

Thessalonians have expressed in their desire to see each other again.  Since he was forced out, 

Paul has sought to get back to the Thessalonians on several occasions, but to no avail.  Satan, by 

means of the unbelieving Jews, has hindered Paul's every attempt to return to Thessalonica.  And, 

as per Timothy's report, the persevering Thessalonians always had good remembrance of Paul 

and Silas, and greatly desired to see them again.  And so, Paul's first request in verse 11, states, 

"Now may our God and Father Himself, and our Lord Jesus Christ, direct our way to you." 

 And so, the first part of Paul's Benedictory prayer is an expressed desire for God (and 

Jesus) to lead him in such a way that he would get to the Thessalonian brethren.  Paul has been 

unsuccessful up to this point, but he knows that God, should He so will, can bring Paul back into 

the presence of the Thessalonians.   
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 Now, before we get to Paul's second request of God, let me just note two things that stand 

out here: 

 a) In the past, we saw how Paul had correctly attributed his inability to get back to the 

Thessalonians, to the working of Satan (see 2:17-18 again).  When we had considered this, I had 

stated that while this does not impede upon God's universal sovereignty over all things, it does 

present us with the sobering reminder that we do have a very real, living, spiritual enemy, who is 

actively and maliciously at work in opposing the work of the Gospel.  And so, we are to be sober 

minded and watchful to this end.  And yet, at the same time, I had stated that we ought not to be 

anxious, because even the wicked workings of Satan, fall within the universal scope of God's 

righteous sovereignty.  What Satan means for harm, God means (and uses) for good. 

 Well, here, Paul clearly recognizes that God is supreme, and is able to make a way for 

Paul to get back to the Thessalonians, if He so wills.  His request (his prayer) clearly affirms this, 

does it not?  And so, I just wanted to reiterate in Paul's own words, what we have considered 

already, theologically, when we addressed this reality back in chapter 2.  Satan is active and so 

we must be watchful, and yet, God is sovereign, so we ought not to be anxious. 

 b) Notice again, in this particular request, how Paul clearly affirms the deity (the divinity/

divine nature) of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Who, among the best of the best of any of all the saints 

(of all times) has ever been identified with God, as one, to whom, appeal ought to be made, for 

some divine blessing?  Who has ever had such power attributed to him, such that a praying man 

of God, would request that God and that Saint would exercise power together (on an equal 

footing, as it were) unto the cause of some blessing?  Imagine the blasphemy of adjusting Paul's 

statement to say something like this, "Now may our God and Father Himself, and Moses (or 

Abraham or Noah or Elijah or Daniel or David...etc) direct our way to you."  That would be utter 

blasphemy!   

 Here, Paul invokes God the Father and Jesus, with the hope that they, in cooperation 

together somehow, might open up a way for Paul to make it back to Thessalonica!  Clearly, Paul 

is attributing equal, divine omnipotence and omniscience to God the Father and our Lord Jesus 

Christ here, is he not?  A Jehovah's Witness or an Arianist of any sort could not possibly pray 

�  of �3 7



such a prayer with any sense of sincerity.  And so, I just say all of this to point out, once again, 

the very clear implication of deity that Paul attributes to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 2) The second request relates to the love that is already evident among the Thessalonians.  

Paul states in verse 12, "And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love to one another 

and to all, just as we do to you..." 

 And so, Paul, recognizing and overjoyed by the fact that the Thessalonians were 

exercising love toward one another already, is not content to leave it there.  He desires to see 

their love ever increasing and abounding, and that, for their own spiritual benefit (as we will see 

in a few moments).  And so, He prays that God would take what they have, and increase it 

further, and cause it to abound (to overflow) toward one another, and toward all for that matter, 

even as Paul and his co-laborers continually loved them.  You see, Paul saw love, not as 

something that ever plateaus in this life.  Rather, he saw love as a living organism, as it were, 

which must continually be reared and nurtured unto greater growth and maturity.  There is never 

a point in the Christian life, where one can say, "Okay, I finally love enough."  Rather, the 

Christian must ever look for ways to increase and improve upon his/her love toward all people.  

[See chapter 4:9-10] 

 And so, Paul prayed that the Lord would make them increase and abound in their love 

toward each other and all (even as Paul loved them and all the churches of Christ, for that 

matter).   

 And as we continue into verse 13, we find that Paul has a specific end in view with this 

second request.  Notice, he says, "so that" or "in order that," indicating that he wished God to 

make their love increase and abound toward all, unto the production of a specific end.  And what 

is that end?  We read, "...so that He (the Lord) may establish your hearts blameless in holiness 

before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all His saints." 

 Now, notice something profoundly interesting here, brethren.  What is Paul actually 

saying here?  He is saying that there is a direct connection between our growing in the love of 

others and our growth in holiness.  See again, that he prays that the Lord would cause their love 

to increase and abound toward one another and to all...so that (to the end that) the Lord may 

establish their hearts blameless in holiness before God, at the return of the Lord Jesus.  And so, 
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clearly, the Apostle is saying that as our love toward each other and others increases, so will our 

holiness increase.   

 Now generally, when we think of being blameless, or "having God establish our hearts 

blameless in holiness," we might naturally think of God leading us to overcome our sins, in 

fulfillment of the negative aspects of the Law.  In other words, we might think of holiness in 

terms of what we don't do.  We become more holy as we stop coveting, lusting, envying, 

idolizing, boasting...etc.  And it is true, that as we put off the deeds of the flesh, that we are 

becoming more holy.  But here, Paul highlights the positive aspect of the Law, and in fact, that 

general principle, upon which, the entire Law rests, namely, loving God supreme and our 

neighbor as ourself.  Love fulfills the law, doesn't it?  If we increase more and more in the 

positive ways in which we love one another, inevitably we will not steal from, covet or lust after 

those things which belong to others.  And so, what Paul says here, makes perfect sense, doesn't 

it.  And it is this aspect of the Law, which the Pharisees and religious leaders of our Lord's time, 

failed to grasp.  And so, an ever increasing love for others, moves us in the direction of having 

our hearts established blameless in holiness, prepping us for the return of Christ.   

 [Note: This falls right in line with the judgment parables, dealing with the ten virgins and 

their lamps, and the parable of the talents.  The virgins were to be ready for the return of the 

bridegroom, by having oil for their lamps.  The talents given by God to His creatures are to be 

properly invested unto gaining a return on His investment.  And the sheep are separated from the 

goats based upon whether or not they remembered even the least of Christ's brethren.  The 

combined summary of those three texts, states, "Be ready.  Be ready not by sitting still, but by 

using your God given gifts.  And use your God given gifts in loving and serving one another.] 

 And so, Paul prayed that God would continue to improve upon the love of the 

Thessalonians, so that they would be brought to their holy destination, which ultimately is to be 

transformed into the image of the One, who expressed the greatest form of love that there is, 

when He laid down His own life for His friends.  In short, Paul desired the  

Thessalonians to be brought to completion in Christ! 
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II. Closing Thoughts and Applications 

 Having worked through our main text for this morning, brethren, let us now conclude our 

time by considering a few closing thoughts and applications: 

 1) In your battle against sin, look and pray for ways to better love and serve others.  

There are many disciplines we can practice and restraints which we can embrace to help us in 

our battle against sin, brethren.  "Cutting off" is a necessary means of pushing and holding back 

sin.  However, the ultimate silver bullet for all of our sins and lusts, is found in our increasing in 

the love of others; God and Christ first, of course, but then from there, it must and will trickle 

down to one another and to all.   

 Brethren, let us pray, and let us search for new, fresh, specific and visible ways to love 

others.  Let us ask ourselves, "How can we improve upon our love for the brethren here in this 

church?  In what specific, visible ways can I serve, encourage and help those who are here 

around me?  In what new, fresh, specific and visible ways can I love my spouse?"  You see, 

again, our love should never plateau.  We can never say, "Finally, I love enough!"  Let the love of 

Christ for you be the standard for which you aim.  That will keep you ever looking to increase 

and abound more and more.   

 2) This is an impossibility, in our own strength.  Our default mode is always "serve and 

please self."  That is why Paul is praying for God to work this into the hearts of the 

Thessalonians.  God, who started the work, must improve it and complete it.  And so, brethren, 

let us ever be praying for God to enlarge our hearts, so that we might grow in this way.  And we 

can be certain that that is a prayer that God will answer. 

 3) Brethren, let me just close by saying this, "This world is all we know in the present.  

Our entire existence has been bound to the short time that we have lived on this earth.  But this is 

only the beginning of an eternity!  And yet, what you do here, in this little slot of; this freckle on 

the massive face of eternity, means everything.  Prepare now; indeed, use this time; a very 

unique time in your unending life, to prepare for the return of Christ and "forever."  You will 

never, ever, get another chance to serve Christ, in the unique way that you can serve Him now, in 

a world that is fallen, desperately lost and blind, spiraling down into hell.  There will never be 

another darkness, within which, you can shine the light of His grace toward others.  Make it 
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count!  Don't get swept away in the current of every day life.  See the passion, the heart, the 

excitement, the tears and the fervency of the former persecutor of Christians here; see the man, 

who had, in some way, entered the third heavens, and lay hold of the passion that he had for 

Christ, for Christ's church, and for lost sinners!  And let it drive you to lay hold of the same 

passion unto the same glorious end!   

 Christ will return, and all of this will be wrapped up like a scroll.  Are you ready for that 

day?  What if it were today?  What if today were the day, that all of this ended?  Young people 

are you ready? 

Amen!!! 

Benediction:  Jude 1:24-25 
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