
The Toxic Tongue 
James 3:5-8 

 
Defamation of character …  
 
I. Deadly Motives  
 A. The Heart of the Matter 
  1. Jealousy 
  2. Vengeance 
  3. Self-Promotion 
 B. Evidence of Malice  
 
II. Diabolical Methods 
 A. Venomous Words 
 B. Lethal Poison  
 
III. Designed for Murder 
 A. The Ultimate Snake Pit 
 B. Destructive Words 
  Vipers 
  Victims 
   
… and its antidotes. 
 
Children, Listen … 
1. Why should we avoid speaking evil of someone? 
2. What happens when we make someone look bad on purpose? 
3. What should you do if someone is saying terrible things about someone? 
4. Did people lie about Jesus in order to have Him crucified? 
5. Did you know that many Christians around the world are falsely accused 
of crimes by people who want to get them in trouble? Will you pray with 
your family today for Christians who are suffering simply because they 
belong to Jesus? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Character Assassins 
Unless you are a lawyer the ramifications of slander, libel and defamation of 
character are probably not regularly on your mind. By the grace of God 
maybe those things are simply not a part of your particular cache of sins. 
But references to the malicious use of words intended to destroy are so 
pervasive in Scripture that the topic of slander and its poisonous litter are so 
many warrants great attention on our part. Using our tongues to degrade 
others can be detrimental to their person in so many ways – that is in fact 
the intent of slander - and we need to avoid it with diligence. Words can be 
so cleverly calibrated that they can effectively destroy a victim’s character 
and they can even be used to take away their very life. The fact that the sin 
of slander was one of the primary evils Jesus’ enemies used against Him in 
order to secure His crucifixion should make us shudder and make us stay as 
far away as possible from character assassination of anyone.  

Proverbs 16:27-28 
A worthless man plots evil, and his speech is like a scorching fire. 

A dishonest man spreads strife, and a whisperer separates close friends. 
 


