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Treasure in the Kingdom of God 
 
Many of us have heard the phrase, “One man’s trash is another man’s treasure!”  Every so 
often you hear of a find of the century in which a person picks up a “worthless” picture at a 
garage sale and discovers it is Rembrandt heretofore unknown.  In fact, such a possibility 
has fueled notable television programs like “The Antique Roadshow,” “Pawn Stars,” and the 
like.  There are internet videos which teach viewers how to make money via the internet by 
selling all sorts of things that we normally would think is junk. 
 
When it comes to the Kingdom of God, we see this in full: 
 

1 Corinthians 1:27-28, “But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame 
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the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which 
are strong, and the base things of the world and the despised, God has chosen, the 
things that are not, that He might nullify the things that are.” 

 
Truly, it seems as though the kingdom of God and the kingdom of the world have a 
matter/anti-matter relationship.  That which is valued in the kingdom of God is foolishness 
to the world; and that which is valued in the world is folly in the kingdom of God.  We see 
this in the exhortation of Christ to His disciples: 
 

Mark 10:42-44, “And calling them to Himself, Jesus said to them, ‘You know that those 
who are recognized as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them; and their great men 
exercise authority over them.   But it is not so among you, but whoever wishes to 
become great among you shall be your servant; and whoever wishes to be first among 
you shall be slave of all.’” 

 
If you want to be a leader in the kingdom, deny yourself and serve the body! Try that out on 
the sports-field and see how far it goes! Truly, in so many ways the kingdom of God and the 
kingdoms of the world are opposites! 
 
That is why when we come to a passage which asks a very simple question, the answer is 
anything but expected: 
 

1 Thessalonians 2:19a, “For what is our hope or joy or crown of exultation?” 
 
We know the answer to this question from the perspective of the world. 
 

• Our “hope” is that tomorrow we will get something we don’t have today.   
• Our “joy” is based on the present— typically something that just happened to us.   
• Our “crown of exultation” is anything and everything that lifts us up above another- 

a skill, a job, a possession, a victory, etc... 
 
We are raised in a world where these things are valued! Accordingly, we get this! This truly 
is what we want at times!  Now as the kingdom of man is opposite to the kingdom of God, 
we can be sure that NONE of this represents “our hope, joy, or crown of exultation” as 
children of God! 
 
So Biblically “What is our hope or joy or crown of exultation?” It is that question Paul 
addresses starting in our text continuing all the way to the end of chapter 3!  This is the 
meat of the epistle in which Paul addresses the primary reason he wrote this letter.  Our 
text is the introduction in which he identifies the believer’s treasure. 
 
We begin by asking two questions: What is our treasure? And what is its value?  
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1 Thessalonians 2:19-20, “For what is our hope or joy or crown of exultation? Is it not 
even you… For you are our glory and joy.” 

 
If you are awake, you should be shocked! If I had to articulate the believer’s “hope, joy, or 
crown of exultation” ignorant of this passage, it would NOT be the people of God.  Biblically 
we know that our “hope” revolves around the Second Coming of Christ.  Paul said as 
Christians we are looking for this hope. 
 

Titus 2:13, “…looking for the blessed hope [which is] the appearing of the glory of our 
great God and Savior, Christ Jesus.” 

 
In its most essential form “joy” is based upon the right-relationship we have with God from 
which we know “It is well with our soul!” 
 

1 Peter 1:8, “And though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not 
see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of 
glory.” 

 
Trusting Christ produces inexpressible joy for we know God is at peace with us!  Our “crown 
of exultation” would no doubt relate to the final state in which we shall spend eternity co-
reigning with God over a glorified world! 
 

2 Timothy 2:11-12a, “It is a trustworthy statement: for if we died with Him, we shall 
also live with Him; if we endure, we shall also reign with Him…” 

 
And yet in answer to his “What?” Paul gives a “Who?” Specifically the people of God!  
 

1 Thessalonians 2:19-20, “Is it not even YOU… For YOU are our glory and joy.” 
 
I’m telling you, that if Paul hadn’t said it here, I would never have given this answer.  The 
people of God, those sitting next to us in this room, some of whom are going to hurt us 
quite deeply (cf. 1 Thessalonians 2:14-16)  they are our “hope, joy, and crown of 
exultation”?  
 
Is this a mistake… maybe a poor translation? No, Paul says as much in in other places. 
 

Philippians 4:1, “Therefore, my beloved brethren whom I long to see, my joy and 
crown…” 

 
So how possibly could the people of God be our “hope, joy, and crown of exultation”? The 
answer is bound up in that which is the Lord’s “joy, hope, and crown of exultation”! 
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Deuteronomy 32:9, “For the Lord’s portion is His people; Jacob is the allotment of His 
inheritance.” 

 
Did you get that? God could have chosen anything to be that which is most important to 
Him in this world… and do you know what He chose? You, me, the people of God, the body 
of Christ, the church!  We see this throughout Scripture.  Solomon said to the Lord: 
 

1 Kings 8:53a, “For you separated them [the people of God] from among all the peoples 
of the earth to be your heritage…” 

 
The lasting legacy of Christ on this earth is His people! And thus when Christ was announced 
to Joseph, we read this: 
 

Matthew 1:21, [Christ would come to] “…save HIS PEOPLE from their sins.” 
 
Christ’s inheritance, His heritage, His legacy is His people, you and me!  With this, do the 
math! If God’s greatest treasure on this earth is His people AND our greatest treasure in life 
is God, then by derivation that which is our greatest treasure on the earth must be one and 
the same as God’s greatest treasure; His people! 
 
That is why lone-wolf Christianity is such a shame.  Many who have been burned by the 
organized church and have chosen to go-it-alone have ditched what God still considers to 
be His inheritance!  It is a strange kind of love that says, “I love you, Lord; but I hate what 
you love!” It doesn’t work that way!  
 

1 John 4:20a, “If someone says, ‘I love God,’ and hates his brother, he is a liar…” 
 
Think of one of the parting commands of Christ: 
 

John 19:26-27a, “When Jesus therefore saw His mother, and the disciple whom He 
loved standing nearby, He said to His mother, ‘Woman, behold, your son!’ Then He said 
to the disciple, ‘Behold, your mother!’ And from that hour the disciple took her into his 
own household.” 

 
Do you suppose after Jesus died and Mary was living with John that when she became an 
inconvenience he cast her out or neglected her?  However, this is what many in the body of 
Christ have done with the “Lord’s inheritance!” Christ on the cross looks at you and says, 
pointing to His people, “Behold, my inheritance… behold, your inheritance!” And we say 
when things get a little difficult, “Forget God’s inheritance! I’ll give myself to my work!” 
 
It ought not to be this way! Our greatest treasure on this earth is the people of God, the 
people in this room with whom we worship! 
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1 Thessalonians 2:19-20, “For who is our hope or joy or crown of exultation? Is it not 
even you, in the presence of our Lord Jesus at His coming? For you are our glory and 
joy.” 

 
And yet that is NOT the whole story.  Notice, God’s kingdom treasure is NOT simply God’s 
people, it is God’s people standing complete before Christ on the Day of Judgment.  
 

1 Thessalonians 2:19a, “For what is our hope or joy or crown of exultation? Is it not 
even you, in the presence of our Lord Jesus at His coming?” 

 
This is an important qualification! Our greatest treasure on this earth is NOT simply the 
people of God; rather it is the people of God standing before the Lord as His spotless bride 
on the Last Day! That is what each of us must long for when it comes to each other! In fact, 
notice Paul’s further comments. 
 

1 Thessalonians 3:8, “For now we really live, if you stand firm in the Lord.” 
 
Clearly Paul’s glory in life was if God’s people matured in their faith and so stood firm in the 
Lord no matter what opposed them! It wasn’t people for people’s sake.  It was God’s people 
standing mature in Christ! That was Paul’s “glory and joy”!  It was Paul’s desire, speaking of 
the Thessalonians: 
 

1 Thessalonians 3:13, “…that [God] may establish your hearts unblamable in holiness 
before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all His saints.” 

 
Paul had a greater vision than simply increased socializing with God’s people. “If God’s 
people are our program, then we better spend time with them!” No! Paul understood the 
big picture! Because God’s inheritance is His people, the Lord will never let them go! He will 
always bring to pass the work which He began in them when once they believed (Philippians 
1:6)! As that is the case and as we are servants of God, this must be our passion and our 
program in this life. 
 

3 John 4, “I have no greater joy than this, to hear of my children walking in the truth.” 
 
John’s joy in life and death was knowing that his disciples loved the Lord and stood firm in 
Him at all times and in all places! That truly is our greatest treasure!1 
 

Romans 15:15-16, “But I have written very boldly to you on some points [Why? Why 
the risk? Why not just tickle their ears and make them feel good?], so as to remind you 
again, because of the grace that was given me from God, to be a minister of Christ 
Jesus to the Gentiles, ministering as a priest the gospel of God, that my offering of the 
Gentiles might become acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.” 
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Paul understood that the body of Christ was a trust given to him from God.  Accordingly, 
rebuke was necessary in order to present the Romans complete in Christ as “an offering” to 
the Lord.  Truly, you and I individually and corporately are the offering we present to God 
on a daily basis!  In light of this, let me ask:  Are you pleased with YOUR offering? Is God?  
 
You must see that this isn’t an “elder” question or a “church officer” question, but a 
question that rests upon each of us!  We must see that God’s kingdom treasure and so our 
greatest treasure is the people of God complete/mature in Christ! And so 
 

• It is each covenant child in this body… living a life of service and devotion to the 
Lord!   

• It is the marriages in this body… remaining intact and growing till the day God calls 
one of the members home!   

• It is every individual… remaining steadfast and immovable in Christ all the days of 
their life! 

 
This must be our greatest passion, our highest goal, and our first end when it comes to our 
ministry on this earth!  So what is the treasure that is valued most in the Kingdom? The 
growth and maturation of the people of God; presenting each other to the Lord complete in 
Christ! 
 
Now, from the perspective of the kingdom of God, how important is this treasure?- That is 
the second question we must answer. 
 

1 Thessalonians 2:19-20, “For what is our hope or joy or crown of exultation? Is it not 
even you, in the presence of our Lord Jesus at His coming? For you are our glory and 
joy.” 

 
Paul uses four words to express five statements of value with regard to The worth of God’s 
kingdom treasure! 
 
First, notice that God’s kingdom treasure is not a tangible commodity to be possessed or 
owned by us.  That is what any and every earthly treasure ultimately comes down to: 
money, riches, wealth, possessions, etc.   That is what we value as worldlings.  That is what 
we insure.  That is what we live and die for in this life!2 
 
In contrast, would you notice that the things which are referenced in our text as kingdom 
treasures cannot rust or be destroyed by an act of man or providence (cf. Matthew 6:19-
21).  I love this! Because the Christian’s treasure is the maturation of the people of God, our 
treasure is inviolable. 
 

Philippians 1:6, “…that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of 
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Christ Jesus.” 
 

Philippians 2:13, “…it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good 
pleasure.” 

 
Indeed! Realize that when you value kingdom treasure you will never lose the treasure.  For 
God treasure’s the Christian’s growth such that in and through all things He Himself is 
bringing His will to pass for each of us!  With this, consider the words Paul used here to 
describe our kingdom treasure, they are all eschatological (In other words, this is our future.  
Let it ripple back to us today such that it transforms our thinking and so what we value in 
this life). 
 

• Hope: ἐλπίς (elpis).  In a war-torn region, this is more valuable than food.  Without 
hope, we languish and eventually die- even in a paradise! That no doubt is why 
suicide is so high amongst the elderly wealthy.  Though they “have it all,” on account 
of their failing health, they don’t have hope!  In contrast, biblical hope speaks of a 
confident expectation and so a sure thing.  It is nowhere near a wish! It is a certain 
expectation.  And so, what by derivation becomes the Christian’s “certain 
expectation”? That when we stand with Christ in glory, we will gaze upon one 
another with a smile that says, “I knew you’d be here!” 

  
• Joy: χαρά (chara).  This is not speaking of happiness, which is another word for 

“circumstance.”  What is happiness? It is nothing more than a favorable 
circumstance which is here today and gone tomorrow.  Biblical joy speaks of a 
confidence before God Almighty that when judgment comes it will be well with our 
soul! Now by derivation, what is it that is going to thrill us on that day? Seeing one 
another complete in Christ! Look at Bob; he no longer is full of fear! Look at Jennifer; 
her cancer is gone! 
 

• Crown of exultation: στέφανος καυχήσεως (stephanos kauchēseōs).  The idea here is, 
“the crown which is rejoicing.”  Now think about it: how many earthly crowns have 
been labored for and acquired only to be lost, tarnished, or taken away? 

 
Paul made this observation: 
 

1 Corinthians 9:25, “And everyone who competes in the games exercises self-control in 
all things.  They then do it to receive a perishable wreath, BUT WE an imperishable.” 

 
In contrast to the Olympic wreaths that would be placed upon the head of an Olympic 
champion (which is what the expression in 2:19 is in reference to), the “crown or 
exultation” for which we labor and strive is eternal- which means it is incorruptible, will not 
rust, and will not fade away. 
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Think of it, do you ever imagine an archaeological dig will ever yield one of the “laurel 
wreaths” that were placed upon the heads of an Olympic victor in Paul’s day? No way! They 
were made of pine twigs, celery, or oak leaves and so rotted away in the lifetime of most 
athletes! What a contrast to our “wreath of exultation” which is the people of God in Christ 
on that day!  One of the many things that will thrill you to exultation and eternal praise in 
glory is seeing each other, in the land of Christ, serving the Lord!  
 
Lastly, this also will be our glory. 
 

• Glory3: δόξα (doxa).  While the word speaks of “substance” or “weight,” the focus is 
on the acclamations that would be given to a victorious soldier or athlete in the 
games.  And once again they no doubt were enjoyed when received, but gone as 
soon as they were given! How long did the athlete hear the roar of the crowds? How 
long did it last? 

 
In contrast, the “glory” of the believer is something that will be enjoyed for the rest of 
eternity.  We’ll never grow tired of seeing each other and reflecting upon the role we had in 
each life that they might be there worshipping God! We’ll spend eternity glorying in.4 
 

• The “raptured greetings on Canaan’s happy shore!”  
• The “knitting up of severed friendships… where partings are no more!”   
• The “rush of hallelujahs [that will fill] all the earth and sky!”   
• The “ringing of a thousand harps bespeak[ing] the triumph nigh!”   
• The “day for which creation and all its tribes were made!”   
• You and I conformed to Christ and Christ our all in all! 

 
That in heaven is the believer’s “hope, joy, crown of exultation, glory,” and so that for which 
he longs and labors in this life! He can’t wait to be there on that day and behold ones for 
which they labored in this life standing with joy in their hearts gazing upon their Lord in 
wonder and amazement!5   William Hendriksen put it this way: 
 

The missionaries will see the ultimate realization of their hope, and will experience 
supreme joy when they behold the fruits of their missionary efforts standing there, 
with gladness, thanksgiving, and praise, at Christ’s right hand.  For these missionaries 
this will be the glory-wreath, the prided victor’s chaplet. (Hendriksen, 1979, p. 76) 
 

In a sermon entitled, “Out of Sight, Not out of Mind” MacArthur added: 
 

When you get to glory you’re not going to get a crown for your glorified head.  Your 
crown is going to be the presence of the people that you were responsible to lead to 
the knowledge of Christ, the people with whom you planted the seed or watered or 
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harvested, the people whose lives were influenced by your teaching and your living and 
your praying.  That’s your eternal reward.  It isn’t something you stick on your head and 
parade around saying, ‘I’ve got more of these than you.’  It isn’t something like that.  It 
is the accumulated impact of your life on the lives of others. (MacArthur, 1990) 

 
How valuable is the kingdom treasure before us this day? Can anything compare in this life 
to the exulted privilege of encouraging a servant of Christ to love, know, and serve the 
Lord? Based on our text this day, we must all respond with a resounding, “No!” 
 
This indeed is a grand passage and a wonderful message! Yet for most, the concept is NOT a 
new one! The focus and emphasis of all ministry must be people!   So let me encourage you 
in the spirit of Paul, “Strive still more!”   
 
Years ago, a preacher had the opportunity to lead a Bible study on a military base with a 
group of at-risk young service men.  On account of the study, these men were growing, 
changing, maturing in Christ!  Then one Wednesday morning as he arrived at the host’s 
house, everything changed! When he entered the house, the tension was unbearable.  The 
wife was in tears seated at the kitchen table.  When the pastor entered the room, she 
looked up with anger in her eyes, gritting her teeth and said, “I don’t want those men in my 
house spilling their coffee on my carpet and eating their donuts on my couch at the ungodly 
hour of 5 o’clock in the morning!”  The pastor recalled, “My first thought was that ‘I never 
thought I’d live to see the day where a couch and carpet were more important than the 
growth and maturation of servants of God!’” 
 
Family of God, when God’s treasures are your treasures, it won’t be easy nor will it be clean.  
Forget your house, your lives will become enmeshed with others which will open you up to 
great joy and rejoicing in the Lord on account of what He is doing… and yet deep, deep pain 
when a disciple doesn’t grow or when you are crossed! 
 
How many times was Paul hurt by those God called him to love? 
 

2 Timothy 4:14a: “Alexander the coppersmith did me much harm…” 
 
And how about David? 
 

Psalm 55:12-14a, “For it is not an enemy who reproaches me, then I could bear it; nor is 
it one who hates me who has exalted himself against me, then I could hide myself from 
him.  But it is you, a man my equal, my companion and my familiar friend.  We who had 
sweet fellowship together…” 

 
How about Christ? 
 

Isaiah 53:3a, “He was despised and forsaken of men, a man of sorrows, and acquainted 
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with grief…” 
 
Kingdom treasure well valued will transform your life and make you one who longs and 
pants to be a tool in God’s hand to bring about the salvation, growth, or maturation of the 
people of God! This truly is our highest calling as Christians! May God give us the grace- 
each one of us here- so to commit our lives to this purpose and cause! 
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End Note(s) 
1 You must see that Paul’s focus in this passage (2:17-3:13) was inspired by THE burning 
question which the Thessalonians entrusted to Timothy to present to Paul which Paul 
directly addressed in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11… “What about our loved ones in Christ who 
have died [most likely through martyrdom] in Christ?” Our section is the build-up in which 
Paul essentially says, “If a person dies in the Lord then when it comes to that brother or 
sister, our ministry is consummated! THE goal and purpose of all ministry is presenting one 
another complete in Christ! With those who have died in the Lord, we have succeeded!” 
2 You say, “I’ve known many a non-Christian who values intangible things like relationships, 
children, and the like.” And that may be for some… yet to borrow from Paul’s thinking: if 
they value them so much, why are they “hostile to them” by keeping them from Christ (cf. 1 
Thessalonians 2:15b)? What kind of love is it to raise atheists, agnostics, or critics? From the 
perspective of God’s Kingdom- and so truth- they do not value them! They possess them 
ultimately for selfish gain (cf. Romans 3:10-18)! In this context, behold the true nature of 
any and all Earthly Treasure: Prov. 23:5, speaking of any and all earthly wealth, says, “When 
you set your eyes on it, it is gone.  For wealth certainly makes itself wings, like an eagle that 
flies toward the heavens.” 
3 G. K. Beale raise a very important question, “How can Paul’s glorying in his converts’ faith 
be harmonized with his unconditional resolve not to ‘boast except in the cross of … Christ’ 
(Gal 6:14)? F. F. Bruce replies: ‘His glorying in his converts, as he saw the grace of God 
manifested in them, was but a phase of his paramount glorying in the cross. They were the 
fruit of the preaching of the cross’ (1982:59).” (1–2 Thessalonians, p. 93) 
4 The following lines were taken from Red Trinity Hymnal #323, “Ten Thousand Times Ten 
Thousand.” 
5 cf. also 2 Corinthians 1:14. 
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