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THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, PART 2 

(SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2015) 

Scripture Reading: Isaiah 42:1-9; Matt. 3:13-17 

INTRODUCTION 

The third section of the Westminster Confession of Faith, chapter 8, dealing with the beautiful doctrine of 
the Lord Jesus Christ states: 

3. The Lord Jesus, in his human nature thus united to the divine, was sanctified, and anointed 
with the Holy Spirit, above measure, having in him all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge; 
in whom it pleased the Father that all fullness should dwell; to the end that, being holy, harmless, 
undefiled, and full of grace and truth, he might be thoroughly furnished to execute the office of a 
mediator, and surety. Which office he took not unto himself, but was thereunto called by his 
Father, who put all power and judgment into his hand, and gave him commandment to execute 
the same. 

 

So much wonderful truth summarized. 

Focus on the first part of this section. 

The Holy Spirit came upon our Lord and was essential to His ministry. The Lord Jesus Christ now 
sends the Holy Spirit upon His church so that His glorious work continues. 

 

Before we focus on this, I want to briefly review some of what we considered last week. 

Last week we emphasized the pre-existence of God the Son and His equality with the Father, being of the 
same substance as the Father. 

We also gave attention to the incarnation, where God the Son took on a human nature, including a human 
body, without any subtraction of His deity.  

Christ is one person. He is one self-conscious, self-asserting and acting subject.  

Christ from eternity has been one person.  

But since His incarnation, Christ does have two natures.  

Nature means the power and qualities that make up a being. Christ has a divine nature. As such He has the 
total power of God in Him.  
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Christ also has a human nature, which came from His incarnation.  

In his human nature he has the same limitations that we do in terms of knowledge, feeling, and 
understanding.  

His human body was just like our human body, because it is part of His human nature.1  

Cyril of Alexandria nearly 1,600 years ago in a letter to the heretic Nestorius wrote: 

“[The eternal Word] subjected himself to birth for us, and came forth man from a woman, without 
casting off that which he was; but although he assumed flesh and blood, he remained what he was, 
God in essence and in truth. Neither do we say that his flesh was changed into the nature of 
divinity, nor that the ineffable nature of the Word of God was laid aside for the nature of flesh; for 
he is unchanged and absolutely unchangeable, being the same always, according to the Scriptures. 
For although visible and a child in swaddling clothes, and even in the bosom of his Virgin Mother, 
he filled all creation as God, and was a fellow-ruler with him who begat him, for the Godhead is 
without quantity and dimension, and cannot have limits.”2 

What is the important role of the Holy Spirit in the earthly ministry of our Lord? 

I think this might be a neglected subject. It is vital for us to consider. 

The work of the Holy Spirit is highlighted right from the beginning of creation. 

Gen. 1:2 The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep. And the 
Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 

This is important imagery that has connection to the NT. 

Now what we can say about the work of the Holy Spirit in the OT? 

The work of the Holy Spirit is especially highlighted in the offices of prophet, priest, and king. 

This is significant not only for those who were truly called by God to serve in these offices but also in 
pointing to the coming of Christ. 

A very important place in the OT which speaks of the great work of the Holy Spirit is found in the last part 
of Isaiah. 

Listen to how these passages speak of the great importance of the Holy Spirit and the earthly ministry of 
our Lord. 

                                                
1 A. A. Hodge, The Confession of Faith, 141. 
2 From “The Epistle of Cyril to Nestorius with the XII Anathematisms,” Cited by Robert L. Reymond, A New 
Systematic Theology of the Christian Faith, 619. 
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Is. 42:1 “Behold! My Servant whom I uphold,  My Elect One in whom My soul delights!  I have put 
My Spirit upon Him;  He will bring forth justice to the Gentiles. 

The next passage from this same part of Isaiah speaks of the pouring of the Spirit on God’s people. 

Is. 44:3  For I will pour water on him who is thirsty,  And floods on the dry ground;  I will pour My 
Spirit on your descendants,  And My blessing on your offspring; 

Another passage speaks of the Holy Spirit and God’s covenant promises. 

Is. 59:21   “As for Me,” says the LORD, “this is My covenant with them: My Spirit who is upon you, 
and My words which I have put in your mouth, shall not depart from your mouth, nor from the 
mouth of your descendants, nor from the mouth of your descendants’ descendants,” says the 
LORD, “from this time and forevermore.” 

Listen to a final passage from Isaiah. 

Is. 61:1 “The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon Me,  Because the LORD has anointed Me  To preach 
good tidings to the poor;  He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted,  To proclaim liberty to the 
captives,  And the opening of the prison to those who are bound; 

The book of Isaiah anticipates a Servant of the Lord, certainly a connection with Israel, but much more 
than just the nation of Israel. 

The Holy Spirit would empower the Servant to do His work. 

The Holy Spirit is also promised as part of God’s New Covenant. 

Do you see how important this background is for looking at the New Testament? 

And what do we see right at the beginning of the New Testament? 

We see the essential role of the Holy Spirit in terms of the incarnation and the ministry of Jesus Christ. 

The NT is emphasizing to us the significance of the new age that is coming in the person and work of Jesus 
Christ. 

Let us consider from Matthew the work of the Holy Spirit. 

Matt. 1:18   Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary was betrothed to 
Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit.  19 Then Joseph her 
husband, being a just man, and not wanting to make her a public example, was minded to put her 
away secretly.  20 But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared 
to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for 
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that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.  21 And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall 
call His name JESUS, for He will save His people from their sins.” 

 

Matt. 3:11 I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is coming after me is 
mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit 
and fire. 

 

Matt. 3:16   When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, 
the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and 
alighting upon Him.  17 And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, “This is My beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleased.” 

 

Matt. 4:1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 

 

Matt. 10:19 But when they deliver you up, do not worry about how or what you should speak. For 
it will be given to you in that hour what you should speak; 20 for it is not you who speak, but the 
Spirit of your Father who speaks in you. 

 

Matt. 12:28 But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, surely the kingdom of God has come 
upon you. 

 

Matt. 12:31   “Therefore I say to you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the 
blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven men. 32 Anyone who speaks a word against the 
Son of Man, it will be forgiven him; but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit, it will not be 
forgiven him, either in this age or in the age to come. 

 

Matt. 28:19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
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Listen to the testimony of the Apostle Peter from Acts 10. 

Acts 10:37 that word you know, which was proclaimed throughout all Judea, and began from 
Galilee after the baptism which John preached:  38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the 
Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by 
the devil, for God was with Him. 

 

This anointing by the Holy Spirit of Jesus Christ was of course not needed for His salvation but it was 
needed for our salvation.3 

It was through the working of the Holy Spirit that Jesus as the God-man was then able to fully accomplish 
our salvation. It was through the Holy Spirit’s perfect working that Jesus was the true Messiah or Christ. 

 

Let me share two passages from John that are important. 

John 3:34 For He whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for God does not give the Spirit by 
measure. 

These words in John 3:34 were spoken by John the Baptist. 

A Jewish commentary on Leviticus states, “The Holy Spirit rested on the prophets by measure.”4  

And so John in this verse is making a contrast. The Holy Spirit came upon Jesus Christ without any limit, 
unlike any of the prophets. 

The second passage from John is John 20:22. 

John 20:22 And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy 
Spirit. 

There are a number of challenges as we think of this verse and then what we read in Acts 2 about the Day 
of Pentecost. 

How do we bring together John 20:22 and Acts 2? 

                                                
3 G. I. Williamson, The Westminster Confession of Faith, 76. 
4 Leviticus Rabbah 15:2. W. Hall Harris, NET Bible, n.p. 
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I think we are best to see that Jesus is demonstrating He is the one who will send the Holy Spirit and that 
the Spirit will be sent upon the disciples shortly.5 

 

The Holy Spirit came upon our Lord and was essential to His ministry. The Lord Jesus Christ now 
sends the Holy Spirit upon His church so that His glorious work continues. 

We are most familiar with the Holy Spirit coming in great power on the Day of Pentecost in Acts 2. 

There are, as it were, two other “Days of Pentecost” in the book of Acts. 

In Acts 2, the Holy Spirit came upon Jewish believers, specifically our Lord’s disciples. 

The Holy Spirit’s coming in power clearly showed that the great work of Jesus Christ on earth was finished 
in terms of His bodily presence, but His work would continue through the Holy Spirit. 

Significantly Peter shows how the Day of Pentecost is the fulfillment of what is found in the prophets. 

16 But this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:  17  “And it shall come to pass in the last 
days, says God, 

 That I will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh; 

 Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

 Your young men shall see visions, 

 Your old men shall dream dreams. 

18  And on My menservants and on My maidservants 

 I will pour out My Spirit in those days; 

 And they shall prophesy. 

19  I will show wonders in heaven above 

 And signs in the earth beneath: 

 Blood and fire and vapor of smoke. 

20  The sun shall be turned into darkness, 

                                                
5 D. A. Carson, The Gospel According to John, 653. 
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 And the moon into blood, 

 Before the coming of the great and awesome day of the LORD.  

21  And it shall come to pass 

 That whoever calls on the name of the LORD 

 Shall be saved.’ 

What are the other 2 “Pentecosts” in Acts? 

The second is found in Acts 8, the Holy Spirit coming upon the Samaritans. 

Acts 8:14   Now when the apostles who were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the 
word of God, they sent Peter and John to them,  15 who, when they had come down, prayed for 
them that they might receive the Holy Spirit.  16 For as yet He had fallen upon none of them. They 
had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.  17 Then they laid hands on them, and they 
received the Holy Spirit. 

The third is found in Acts 10. 

Acts 10:44   While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who 
heard the word.  45 And those of the circumcision who believed were astonished, as many as came 
with Peter, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also.  46 For 
they heard them speak with tongues and magnify God.   Then Peter answered,  47 “Can anyone 
forbid water, that these should not be baptized who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?”  
48 And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then they asked him to stay 
a few days. 

I found a great article this week on the Holy Spirit by Richard Gaffin of WTS. 

Listen to two paragraphs from this excellent article. 

The Spirit’s work, then, is not some addendum to the work of Christ. It is not some more or less 
independent sphere of activity that goes beyond or supplements what Christ has done. As John 
16:13, 14 make unmistakably plain, the Spirit has no program of his own; as the “other Counselor” 
(14:16; cf. 16:7), he has no other function than to glorify Christ and minister the things of Christ. In 
his ministry the Spirit is [WTJ 43:1 (Fall 1980) p. 70] “self-effacing.” The Spirit’s work is not a 
“bonus” added to the basic salvation secured by Christ. This is the “full” gospel, and it is the only 
gospel. 
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The coming of the Spirit brings to light not only that Christ has lived and has done something but 
that he, as the source of eschatological life, now lives and is at work in the church. By and in the 
Spirit Christ reveals himself as present. The Spirit is the powerfully open secret, the revealed 
mystery, of Christ’s abiding presence in the church. So, for example, the familiar words of Christ at 
the close of the Great Commission: “I am with you always, even to the end of the age” (Matt 28:20) 
are not to be understood only in terms of Christ’s omnipresence by virtue of his divine nature, but 
also and primarily in terms of the presence and activity of the Holy Spirit. The “I” who speaks here 
is the life-giving Spirit, the glorified Son of Man, about to come at Pentecost and be present in the 
church through the power of the Spirit.6 

The Holy Spirit came upon our Lord and was essential to His ministry. The Lord Jesus Christ now 
sends the Holy Spirit upon His church so that His glorious work continues. 

Gal. 5:16   I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.  

Gal. 5:25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 

Benediction – 2 Cor. 13:11, 14 

  Finally, brethren, farewell. Become complete. Be of good comfort, be of one mind, live in peace; and the 
God of love and peace will be with you. 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all. Amen.  

                                                
6 Richard Gaffin, “The Holy Spirit.” 
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