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ASK FOR THE PEACE OF JERUSALEM 

Psalm 122: 1-9 – Pastor Richard P. Carlson  

 

God is always calling us back, back, back to the house of the Lord where together 

with other believers, He is calling us in unity to praise Him, to pray to Him, and in 

unity to be His gathered people in worship. As I have meditated on this awesome 

third song of degrees or ascent by King David, I have wondered how we all should 

learn the secrets of this man after God’s own heart. How should we view the house 

of the Lord and to understand this, we have to understand that the house of the 

Lord in David’s day was on Mt. Zion in the city of Jerusalem where the ark of God 

was and where the Tabernacle was, was the place for all Israel and Judah to come 

to worship. To think about Mt. Zion, the city of God as the place of worship, 

makes me think of mountain climbing. The highest mountain in all the world is Mt. 

Everest. Reaching 29,035 feet (8,848 meters) above sea level, Mount Everest is the 

highest mountain on Earth. Located in the Mahalangur section of the Himalayas, 

the mountain's summit straddles the border separating China and Nepal. It was first 

in a word by Pastor Mark Toone of Chapel Hill Presbyterian Church in Gig 

Harbor, Washington, that I began to study what a pilgrimage or a climb up Mt. 

Everest is all about.  

 

Approximately 4,000 people have made it to the top of Mt. Everest since May 

1953. Most of those climbers started at the base camp, the first of five camps that 

stretch up the flank of the mountain. The base camp sits at 17,600 feet, 2½ vertical 

miles from the top. It is the place you rest, acclimatize, receive encouragement and 

prepare yourself for the climb of your life. Although more than 4,000 people have 

scaled the summit since Sir Edmund Hilary and Sherpa Tenzing Norgay first 

conquered the mountain in May of 1953, 240 climbers have also perished. 

Everest’s deadliest day occurred in May 1996, when eight people perished in a 

storm. Yet that incident, made famous by Jon Krakauer’s book “Into Thin Air,” did 

nothing to stem the tide of people willing to shell out tens of thousands of dollars 

for a chance to tame Earth’s highest mountain.  
 
In order to reach the 29,035 foot-summit of Mt. Everest, you have to make your 

way up from one camp to another. Base camp, Camp 1 and 2 and 3 and 4 and 5… 

until finally, you make the final ascent. But actually that’s not how it works. It 

usually takes 5 weeks to climb Everest? Why? The reason is because you keep 

returning to Base Camp. You start at Base Camp, climb up to Camp 1, and then 

return to Base Camp to rest and acclimatize. Then you climb to Camp 2 and back 

again to Base Camp, and then to Camp three and back again… until, finally, you 
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make the final push to the top. The most dangerous part of the climb is the ice field 

between Base Camp and Camp 1. More people have died in those crevasses than 

any other part of the climb. Just imagine… five times back and forth across that 

section. Experienced mountaineers know that unless they acclimatize—unless they 

return to base camp again and again and again and again—they will not have 

strength to summit the mighty Mt. Everest. Climbing back down the mountain 

finally from the top—from 29,035 ft. down to 26,000 feet is also called the “Death 

Zone,” because here again, after making it to the top in utter exhaustion is where 

climbers lose concentration, lose footing, and lose their lives. You may wonder 

what Mt. Everest and Mt. Zion have in common and why we are talking about 

mountain climbing.  
 
Well, besides being faithful to God in worshipping Him in Spirit and in truth, God 

is calling today for men and women to stand in the gap for the Jewish people, 

Israel. Just as God cried out in the days of the ancient prophet Isaiah, God is still 

asking as Isaiah heard Him ask, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” And 

you may also remember Isaiah’s response in Isaiah 6: 8, which is a response God 

still yearns for—“Here am I! Send me.” God is still looking for ambassadors, 

prayer warriors, evangelists, missionaries, and people of God who will still go for 

Him and be His hands and feet and voice to the lost, and among the lost, to also go 

to His chosen people Israel. He is calling us to be people willing to defend Israel 

and the Jewish people. Is God asking any of us today if we will be a light in the 

darkness? The darkness of our day is very real, but the darkness cannot defeat the 

light of God. Together, each of us can do our part to fight off the darkness by 

blessing, encouraging, and defending Israel. It is tragic that we live in a day with 

so much hatred directed at God's chosen people. It is important as never before that 

we stand with God’s people Israel, both in Israel and all around the world. 

 

But let’s go back for a moment to Mt. Everest. Many people think of Sunday 

worship as the mountaintop. They come to worship, experience a spiritual high, 

and then return to the valley for the rest of the week. But no; it’s not so. Coming to 

church, even as the pilgrimages to Jerusalem to worship needs to be seen as base 

camp! These times of worship are times we are to be resupplied, strengthened, 

taking notes as we take in a little more spiritual oxygen. Here in church, God wants 

us to prepare us and send out, and not just out, but back up, up, up to our ministry 

in school, our ministry at work, our ministry at home—to our ministry where we 

are uniquely equipped and positioned by the Lord to bring Christ into that part of 

His world. That is our mountaintop—our summiting of Mt. Everest. God brings us 

to church over and over—Sunday morning to worship and be fed in church and 
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Sunday School, Sunday nights, Wednesday evenings, Friday to Revival Prayer 

Fellowship, and to Small Groups or Ladies Bible Study—to prepare us to go back 

out and up, up, up to the summits of our ministries. It’s here we are to be prepared 

and sent up! If we don’t come back to our base camp faithfully—again and again, 

week by week— we will run out of oxygen, run out of supplies, run out of 

strength, run out of encouragement and run out of hope. And if or when we 

stumble into the crevasses, without acclimatizing often in our base camp, we will 

not have the strength to pull ourselves out—or even the strength to call for help.  

 

Are you glad when the Holy Spirit says to you, “Let us go into the house of the 

Lord!?” I ran into a parallel of this on Friday as I read the story of a pastor’s wife 

named Jan in Dallas, Oregon. She wrote, “One Saturday morning I awoke to the 

delightful smell of waffles and the sound of our two small boys in the kitchen with 

my husband.  Padding down to breakfast, I sat down on my husband's lap and gave 

him a big hug for his thoughtfulness, making breakfast for me as I slept in. Later 

that day, my husband and I were having a heated "discussion" – really, a big 

argument in our bedroom. In the middle of our verbal mayhem, our four-year-old, 

Jacob, stopped us in mid-sentence. Standing in the doorway, he said, "Mommy, try 

to remember how you felt when you were on Daddy's lap this morning." That little 

four-year old boy understood we all need a base camp to acclimatize, a place to 

come back to over and over, lest we lose our lives in life’s crevasses. Psalm 122 

states, “Someone mentioned going to church, and I said, “Forget that. The Broncos 

are playing Pittsburg.” No—not quite! Where would you rather be? At church 

sharing public worship?  Somewhere on the beach? In Laramie at a football game? 

In the Wind River Mountains hunting elk? At home barbecuing with your friends 

at the time of Sunday worship? Our honest answer before God reveals if our heart 

is not living passionately toward God. Where would you rather be? Hebrews 10: 

24-25 is so clear, “And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good 

works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging 

one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.”  

 

Now for a few moments, here in our spiritual base camp for ministry, let’s examine 

Psalm 122 to find out how God wants us to continually keep acclimatizing 

ourselves for the journey ahead of us. We all have mountains to climb. What can 

we learn from King David and this third song of ascent, up, up, up to Jerusalem? 

 

WE NEED TO LEARN THAT OUR BASE CAMP AT CHURCH IS WHERE 

GOD WANTS US TO REFRESH OUR HEARTS FOR HIM. (I.) Notice Psalm 

122: 1-2. David is singing to us, “I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the 
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house of the LORD!” Our feet have been standing within your gates, O Jerusalem!” 

Now we know in David’s day, the house of the Lord as a temple was not yet built, 

but the tabernacle of the Lord was called “the house of the Lord” by David. David 

said in Psalm 27: 4, “One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after: 

that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the 

beauty of the LORD and to inquire in His temple.” In Psalm 5: 7, David said, “But 

I, through the abundance of Your steadfast love, will enter Your house. I will bow 

down toward Your holy temple in the fear of You.” Don’t let people tell you that 

since Solomon, David’s son, built the first temple, David saw and viewed the 

tabernacle in Jerusalem as God’s temple. In Psalm 65: 4, David said, “Blessed is 

the one You choose and bring near, to dwell in Your courts! We shall be satisfied 

with the goodness of Your house, the holiness of Your temple!”  

 

Now we know how sacred Jerusalem was including the tabernacle where the ark of 

God rested, signifying God’s presence. But though worship of God in its most 

formal sense was localized for together worship in Jerusalem, we know from the 

New Testament that worship can no longer be localized for us—it’s not just here at 

church. Jesus spoke with the Samaritan woman at the well in John 4: 19-24. 

Listen! “The woman said to Him, “Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. Our 

fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place 

where people ought to worship.” Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour 

is coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the 

Father. You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, 

for salvation is from the Jews. (Jesus said that, “Salvation is from the Jews.) 
 But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship 

the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship 

Him.  God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.” 

God is everywhere His people are, and we can worship Him at anytime, anywhere. 

But don’t forget that the height of worship is relational worship together. 

Christians are not single isolated worshipping units only. God calls His church the 

singular Bride of Christ. There is an “I” and a” me” in Psalm 122: 1-2, but it 

quickly is lost in the “us” of worship. (Quote verses) Worship involves plurality. 

“They said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord. Notice, “Our” feet—not 

my feet, but “” feet have been standing within your gates, O Jerusalem. Base Camp 

is where we lose our sense of just being one individual and where we recognize in 

unity with other believers, we are the Body of Christ.  

 

Bruce Ballinger, a contemporary of ours, 12 days younger than me, passed away at 

the Lakeridge Health Center in Oshawa, Ontario on Friday, October, 29th, 2004. 
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Born in St. Hyacinthe, Quebec on April 19th, 1945. He was the son of the late 

Gordon and Edna (Latto) Ballinger. Bruce graduated from McMaster University, 

Hamilton, Ontario and McGill University, Montreal, Quebec. He was an ordained 

minister with the Assemblies of God in the United States and served as Minister of 

Music in several Churches in Montreal, Brampton, Ontario, Houston, Texas, and 

Denver, Colorado. He was the composer of many contemporary Christian worship 

hymns including one that mirrors Psalm 122: 1, "We Have Come Into His House." 

It’s not just I have come into His house, but we have. If you know it, sing it with 

me. “We have come into His house and gathered In His name to worship Him We 

have come into His house and gathered In His name to worship Him We have 

come into His house and gathered In His name to worship Christ the Lord Worship 

Him, Christ, the Lord So forget about yourself and concentrate on Him and 

worship Him So forget about yourself and concentrate on Him and worship Him 

So forget about yourself and concentrate on Him and worship Christ the Lord 

Worship Him, Christ, the Lord Let us lift up holy hands and magnify His Name 

and worship Him Let us lift up holy hands and magnify His Name and worship 

Him Let us lift up holy hands and magnify His Name and worship Christ the Lord  

Worship Him, Christ, the Lord.” Base Camp is where we refresh our hearts Him-- 

worshipping Jesus Christ the Lord. Secondly,  

 

WE NEED TO LEARN THAT OUR BASE CAMP AT CHURCH IS WHERE 

GOD WANTS TO DEVELOP IN US HEARTS OF PRAISE. (II.) Notice 

Psalm 122: 3-5. “Jerusalem—built as a city that is bound firmly together, to which 

the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, as was decreed for Israel, to give thanks to 

the Name of the LORD. There thrones for judgment were set, the thrones of the 

house of David.” Notice that Jerusalem was the center of life three times a year for 

the 3 spring feasts, Passover, Unleavened Bread and First Fruits, the summer feast 

of Pentecost, and the 3 fall feasts of Trumpets, Atonement, and Tabernacles. It was 

where all 12 tribes went up—it was the seat of government with thrones of 

judgment. What is most central about this base camp of 3 festival times and 7 

feasts was that God decreed for Israel that they must—v. 4 praise Him or “give 

thanks to the Name of the Lord.” The same Lord who established the 3 festival 

times and the seven feasts also established Jerusalem as the throne of government.  

 

Jerusalem in David’s day, built on Mt. Moriah, Mt. Zion—where David’s royal 

palace was, where there were administrative buildings and sturdy homes of 

prominent citizens. David defeated the Jebusites and took the city and called it the 

City of David and he hired Hiram king of Tyre to secure cedar trees and carpenters 

and masons to build him a house. God established David’s kingdom for the sake of 
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His people Israel. Read about it in II Samuel 5: 6-12. God wants to establish His 

city of God among us—and He builds it on His praises. Psalm 22: 3 is David’s 

declaration that God inhabits the praises of His people. He is enthroned on the 

praises of Israel and we are the Israel of God, Galatians 6: 16. Beloved, this is 

God’s base camp for us—the place of our gathered praise and worship together, 

where we magnify the Name of the Lord. God is enthroned in our praise. Beloved, 

when you drift away from the regular praising of the Lord in unity with His people, 

the spiritual oxygen you need is lacking. Then your spiritual oxygen isn’t up in the 

high 90’s—no, it drifts down into the high 70’s and low 80’s---you need to hurry 

back to base camp before you are ready to go up higher to minister for Jesus. Our 

lampstand is a base camp where you and I can receive a fresh infusion of spiritual 

oxygen for the next assault of the mountain God has called us to climb. This base 

camp is where God wants to develop in us hearts of praise. Thirdly, and lastly, 

 

WE NEED TO LEARN THAT OUR BASE CAMP AT CHURCH IS WHERE 

GOD WANTS TO CALL OUR HEARTS TO PRAYER. (III.) Notice Psalm 

122: 6-9. Listen! “Pray for the peace of Jerusalem! “May they be secure who love 

you! Peace be within your walls and security within your towers!” For my brothers 

and companions' sake I will say, “Peace be within you!” For the sake of the house 

of the LORD our God, I will seek your good.” Our Jerusalem first of all is God’s 

house today—our base camp--the church of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the church 

of the Lord Jesus Christ met in public worship. This is God's house. I am reminded 

of the words of Hebrews 12: 22,23. This passage the identity of Mt. Zion and 

Jerusalem in the Old Testament as figures, expressions of the church of the 

firstborn. Here, and in every local church gathered together for public worship is 

where God delights to be. Here is where God draws near to us as a flock through 

the means He has chosen in the breaking of the bread of life in the preaching of the 

Word and it includes the ordinances of baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Hebrews 

12: 22-23 declares, “But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living 

God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, and to 

the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge of 

all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect.”  

 

And in this setting, we need to pray for our Jerusalem, but there is something 

gloriously holy about this call of our hearts to prayer. We read in verse 6, Sha’alu 

Shelom, Yerushalam yishlayu—“Pray for the peace of Jerusalem.” This is a prayer 

for God’s sanctuary that we are worshipping in here, but it includes prayer for a 

city I have been to—Jerusalem where Jesus is going to return to—the city that 

houses His sanctuary. The name Jerusalem means “founded peaceful, or the 
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foundation of peace” Yet for centuries, the enemy has fought against Jerusalem—

this city of peace. Studying the scriptures closely, brings us to the conclusion that 

there can be no peace in Jerusalem or on earth until Jesus, the Prince of Peace 

reigns on David’s throne—when Isaiah prophecies the government will be upon 

His shoulders and the angel Gabriel echoed that prophecy to Mary. When we pray 

for the peace of Jerusalem, we are actually praying part of the Lord’s prayer, “Thy 

kingdom come,” – Matthew 6: 10 and we are also praying Revelation 22: 20 which 

cries out, “Even so, come, Lord Jesus!” Every time we pray the Lord’s prayer on 

Sunday mornings, we pray for the peace of Jerusalem. When we say, “Even so 

come, Lord Jesus, we also pray for the peace of Jerusalem. When we pray for a 

candidate to take office in 2017 that will be a friend of Israel, we are praying for 

the peace of Jerusalem. When we pray for Prime Minister of Israel, Benjamin 

Netanyahu, a friend of Christians, to become a born again follower of Jesus, we are 

praying for the peace of Jerusalem. When we wince at the news of bombs flying 

into Israel or out of Israel and we shudder within, and call on Jesus, we are praying 

for the peace of Jerusalem. And God promises us, “May they be secure who love 

you!” I call us afresh to pray for our church body—this local church, our 

Jerusalem, and I call us afresh to pray for the peace of Jerusalem in Israel—for 

peace within her walls and security within her towers. For the sake of our saved 

Jewish brothers and sisters in Israel, and there are some, and for our companions in 

the state of Israel—may we pray and say, “Peace be within you.” And for the sake 

of the house of the Lord our God, may we say, “I will seek your good.” And when 

folks question our loyalty to a nation that still denies Jesus as their Messiah, may 

we tell them as He said it so well in John 4: 22, “Salvation is from the Jews.” Yes, 

John 1: 11 tells us “Jesus came unto His own, the Jews, and His own received Him 

not, but as many as receive Him, to them He gave the power to become the sons of 

God, even to those who believe in His Name.” In this base camp may we often say 

to Jesus, our Messiah, “Come quickly, our Shalom, our Prince of Peace. Amen.”  


