
Luke 12:13-21 Be Rich Toward God and Responsible with Wealth 

Christ warns of greed so that we will be rich unto God. 

1) Greed is a grave danger to the soul. 

a) Greed will use Christ to serve another god (12:13-14). 

i) Attempt to use Jesus for selfish gain: “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with 

me.” 

(1) Inheritance law in Israel made eldest son executor of father’s estate. 

(2) Jesus perceived covetous desire in the younger brother. 

ii) Covetousness is idolatry (Col. 3:5).   

iii) Refusal to accept Lordship of Christ: “Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator over you?” 

(cf. Exod. 2:14; Acts 7:27).  Jesus is not unconcerned about inheritances and wealth.  His 

concern is for the stewardship of the whole of life, including finances (Luke 8:14). 

b) Greed separates through selfish designs (12:13). 

i) The man demanded that Christ “divide” the inheritance.  And Christ asks who has appointed 

Him as a “divider.” 

ii) The object of desire becomes “bigger” than relationships.  Greed tends to isolation rather 

than community. 

c) Greed seeks satisfaction apart from God (12:15). 

i) “covetousness” or “greed”—appetite for more than what is needed 

ii) “abundance of one’s possessions”—over-abundance 

iii) Christ does not downplay material existence and thus material sustenance.   

iv) He warns that no amount of material wealth can satisfy the human soul. 

d) Greed sees wealth as gained but not given (12:16). 

i) “The land . . . produced plentifully”—emphasis is not on the man’s work, but on the land’s 

production, which is from God. 

ii) Yet the man does not acknowledge God once in this story. 

iii) Acknowledging God’s generosity makes one more generous (Matt. 18:21-24, Parable of the 

Unforgiving Servant). 

e) Greed sees wealth managerially but not morally (12:17). 

i) This man would be admired as a shrewd businessman. 

ii) He recognized no obligation to God or man, only to his own pleasure. 

iii) Erasmus imagined what one controlled by the love of God might have said to his soul. 

f) Greed is self-centered, leading to selfish-behavior (12:18). 

i) “I” “my” 12X in Greek text; only second person pronoun was addressed to his own soul, 

“Soul, you have . . .” 

ii) “I will store all my grain and my goods” 

(1) Not give some surplus as a thank-offering to God 

(2) Not give some surplus for the care of the poor 

(3) Not sell some surplus at the current market price (cf. Prov. 11:26) 

g) Greed is self-deceiving (12:19). 



i) “Soul, you have ample goods”—recall Jesus’ statement in verse 15, “one’s life does not 

consist in the abundance of one’s possessions.” 

ii) His soul did not have ample goods.   

h) Greed is short-sighted (12:19-20). 

i) “for many years”—no one knows how many “years” 

ii) “Eat, drink and be merry” really ends with “for tomorrow we die” (Isa. 22:13; 1 Cor. 15:32) 

iii) All worldly wealth is insecure (Matt. 6:19). 

i) Greed impoverishes the soul (12:21). 

i) Inordinate self-love crowds out love for God and for neighbor. 

ii) Greedy appetite devours compassion, mercy, kindness, generosity—in a word—humanity. 

iii) Greedy appetite devours worship of the true God. 

2) The soul must be vigilantly guarded from greed (12:15a). 

a) “Take care, and be on your guard”—a double alarm; be watchful, defense, and offense 

i) Examine your motives 

ii) Beware of advertiser/marketer created desire 

iii) Practice saying no to legit but unnecessary desires, not for austere, ascetic punishment, but 

for disciplined training. 

b) “against all covetousness”—all kinds of greedy appetites—money, luxury, personal time, 

security, fame and acclaim;  

c) Don’t trust your heart (Jer. 17:9) 

3) Christ overcomes greed by making us rich toward God (12:21). 

a) “rich towards God”—covetousness is a misdirection of desire; need desire reoriented  

b) Receive God’s good gifts with thanksgiving (1 Tim. 4:4). 

c) All resources are given to support our love and service to God (Belgic Confession, Article 12). 

d) Seek God as your portion of good in life. 

i) Psalm 16:5 “The LORD is my chosen portion and my cup; You hold my lot.  The lines have 

fallen form me in pleasant places; indeed, I have a beautiful inheritance.” 

ii) Psalm 73:26 “My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my 

portion forever.” 

iii) Psalm 119:57 “The LORD is my portion; I promise to keep Your words.” 

iv) Psalm 142:5 “I cry to You, O LORD; I say, ‘You are my refuge, my portion in the land of the 

living.’” 

v) Genesis 15:1 “After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: ‘Fear not, 

Abram, I am your shield, your exceedingly great reward.’” 

vi) Psalm 37:4 “Delight yourself in the LORD, and He will give you the desires of your heart.” 

vii) Luke 12:31 “Instead, seek His kingdom, and these things will be added to you.” 

viii) 2 Corinthians 8:9 “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, 

yet for your sake He became poor, so that you by His poverty might become rich.” 

e) Be a good steward of God’s goods entrusted to you. 

i) Hebrews 13:2 “Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have 

entertained angels unawares.” 



ii) 1 Peter 4:8-10 “Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude 

of sins.  Show hospitality to one another without grumbling.  As each has received a gift, use 

it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace.” 

iii) Matthew 37-40 “Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You 

hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink?  And when did we see You a stranger 

and welcome You, or naked and clothe You?  And when did we see You sick or in prison and 

visit You?’  And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the 

least of these My brothers, you did it to Me.’” 

f) Treat financial questions as moral questions.  Am I doing/buying/selling/storing this for the love 

of God and/or others? 

Doxology: All Your works shall give thanks to You, O LORD, and all Your saints shall bless You!  They shall 

speak of the glory of Your kingdom and tell of Your power, to make known to the children of man Your 

mighty deeds, and the glorious splendor of Your kingdom.  Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and 

Your dominion endures throughout all generations.  The LORD is faithful in all His words and kind in all 

His works.”  Psalm 145:10-13 


