
                 David Mourns Absalom 

Call to Worship:  Psalm 93                        Hymn Insert-  Revelation Song 
1st Scripture:  2 Samuel 18:1-18                Hymn Insert-  Speak O Lord 
2nd Scripture:  2 Samuel 18:19-33          Hymn #580-  When Peace Like a River 

Introduction: 

 David's army has met Absalom's army, in the woods of Ephraim, and Absalom's army has 

suffered a major defeat, losing some twenty thousand men in the war.  While fleeing on a mule, 

Absalom himself was caught in the branches of a terebinth tree, where he hung helplessly, until 

he was found by Joab, who, along with his young armor bearers (against the orders of the king), 

killed him.  Following this, he was taken down from a tree, thrown into a pit, and covered by a 

very large heap of stones, cast upon him by Joab and his followers.  With that, the war is over, 

and David's army has won. 

 This morning, news will come back to David, concerning the outcome of the war.  You 

will recall that David, at the behest of his men, did not go out to the battle, but waited at the gates 

of Mahanaim, until the war was over.  Well now, he will be given the news, and his hopes that his 

son, Absalom has been captured alive, will be dashed, leading to a great mourning for his son. 

I.  David learns the outcome of the war and the fate of his son  (vs. 19-32)      

 Ahimaaz, the son of Zadok, the high priest, approaches Joab, with the expressed desire of 

being the one to run and inform the king of the good news, concerning the outcome of the war.  

Being a good and righteous man, his motive was not to obtain some reward for the news, but 

rather, as one, who was genuinely concerned for the king's interests, he merely coveted the 

privilege of alleviating David's worries, and refreshing his heart with the joy of knowing that his 

kingdom would now be restored.  And so, he excitedly pled with Joab, to grant him this 

privilege.  

 However, Joab turns Ahimaaz down, appointing a Cushite (an Ethiopian) unto the task 

instead.  Now, one might legitimately ask, "Why would Joab not grant Ahimaaz's request?"  

More than likely, Joab, knowing full well that the news of Absalom's death would eclipse the 
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good news of the overall outcome of the war, wanted to keep Ahimaaz from being the bearer of 

the news, which he knew would actually bring great grief to the heart of David.  In other words, 

Joab, out of concern for Ahimaaz, whom he greatly respected, and who was son of the high 

priest, did not want Ahimaaz to be the one to bear the devastating news, which must be brought 

to David.  It is no wonder then, that Joab not only forbids Ahimaaz from going, but furthermore, 

he appoints a foreigner; an Ethiopian, to be the one, who would break the news to David. 

 However, once the Ethiopian takes off, Ahimaaz pleads with Joab to allow him to follow 

behind the Ethiopian, and eventually Joab lets him go.  That said, Ahimaaz takes a different, and 

distance-wise, longer route, and yet, beats the Ethiopian, because of his quick speed, on the 

smooth plain.   

 And so, as the watchman (on top of the outer gate) sees Ahimaaz approaching the city 

from a distance, and a short time later, the Cushite (Ethiopian), he reports to David, and David 

realizes that they come with good news, since no other fleeing soldiers are with them (which 

would of course indicate that David's armies were retreating from defeat).  And as the two men 

arrive in succession, David questions each one. 

 First then, Ahimaaz arrives, bowing down, bearing the good news, "Blessed be the Lord 

your God, who has delivered up the men who raised their hand against my lord the king" (vs. 

28).  And for a moment, we notice here, the commendable way in which Ahimaaz acknowledges 

the fact that neither the might of David's men, nor the skill of their sword use, had brought them 

the victory, but rather, God has delivered their enemies into their hand.  God is the ultimate victor 

in this battle, and Ahimaaz was quick to ensure that He received the glory! 

 But then, in keeping with Joab's concern, Ahimaaz has his feet taken right out from 

underneath him, when David reveals what is uppermost in his mind.  In verse 29a, probably with 

eyes full of deep concern and hope; like a spouse awaiting the doctors prognosis concerning his 

wife's condition, following the biopsy, David asks, "Is the young man Absalom safe?"  And 

although Ahimaaz knew very well that Absalom was killed (vs. 20), he was so afraid to tell the 

king, the news that he now knew would crush his spirit, that he actually lies!  Perhaps, he had 

hoped that the great victory would eclipse the king's concern in this regard?  In verse 29b, 

Ahimaaz states, "When Joab sent the king's servant (the Cushite) and me your servant, I saw a 
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great tumult, but I did not know what it was about."  Again, clearly, Ahimaaz knew the truth.  He 

just didn't want to be the bearer of that news.  David then tells Ahimaaz to stand at his side, as he 

awaits the arrival of the Cushite. 

 Finally then, the Cushite arrives, likewise ascribing the glory to God, for the victory, 

which was achieved by David's armies.  In verse 31, he states, "There is good news, my lord the 

king!  For the Lord has avenged you this day of all those who rose against you."  And then, once 

again, David asks the dreaded question, "Is the young man Absalom safe?"  And his hopes are 

utterly shattered by the response found in verse 32b, "May the enemies of my lord the king, and 

all who rise against you to do harm, be like that young man!"  And of course, it doesn't take a 

"logic major" to get the clear implication here... Absalom is dead! 

 Needless to say, the wind was utterly taken out of David's sails; he was crushed at the 

level of the soul, so much so, that although he quickly attempted to get to a private area, he could 

not help but release his agony, loudly, along the way; the sound of dashed hopes, and the eternal 

loss of a son; his own flesh and blood [Read verse 33].  

II.  Closing Thoughts 

        Brethren, let us now conclude our time, by considering a few relevant, closing thoughts: 

 Now brethren, let me just say that there are probably several applications that can be 

brought out here, such as, the importance of acknowledging and praising God for every victory 

and prosperity in life (with the two messengers), a caution against allowing our personal griefs to 

smother out our concern for others (like David), guarding against a fear of man (in light of 

Ahimaaz's lie)...etc, but I want to commit the remainder of our time, to one, critical point of 

consideration. 

 As a child of the living God, how do you handle the physical, emotional, and perhaps 

most of all, spiritual trauma that comes with these kinds of very, very difficult providences? 

 - You are Job, doing all that you can to honor God with sincerity of heart.  You care for 

the poor, you concern yourself with justice, you rear your children in the fear of the Lord and 

intercede on their behalf continually, you are genuinely and fervently zealous to see God 

glorified... you are given over to know, love, serve and worship God. 
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 And suddenly, your entire livelihood is wiped out.  Robbers come and take all of your 

assets.  Your children, every last one of them, are killed by the fierce winds of a hurricane (or a 

tornado), and they are buried under the rubble of a collapsed house.  And then, to top it all off, 

you are stricken with painful boils, from the crown of your head to the soles of your feet.  You 

still trust God, but much time passes, and the question of "Why" presses deeper and deeper into 

your heart.  You cry out to God, over and over and over and over again; to the God, who knows 

and sees and ordains all things; to the God, who is ever present... and yet, there is no answer.   

 - I have been seeking to minister to a dear sister in Christ; a faithful and gentle and 

precious servant of the living God, who has been racked with cancer for at least five years.  And 

it has just worn her out.  The discomfort, the trauma, the pain, the suffering... all ongoing; the 

dashed hopes of promising surgeries and procedures, which have often only made matters worse, 

rather than offering any help.  And now, she draws closer to the grave, struggling with the 

question of "Why."  "Why so much suffering, and why for so long?"  "Why the false hopes of 

potential improvement, just when she had begun to come to terms with accepting death?"  "It 

seems so cruel; so unnecessary; so unfair, and so overwhelming."  "How much more can a 

person take?"  Unable to eat enjoyable foods, having a bag attached to her side for waste, skin 

and bones, a very slow, gradual, uncomfortable and painful dying."  Why?   

 - David... sure he sinned severely, but he has already lost two children; one with 

Bathsheba, and his son Amnon, whom Absalom had murdered.  Why Absalom now?  No doubt, 

while he was in Mahanaim, he prayed fervently, not only for victory, but that his son would be 

brought back alive; that perhaps he could be given one last chance to repent and find grace, 

before he stood before God's fierce and horrific tribunal, bearing the sins of his foolish youth 

forever!  And David prays and fasts and prays and prays, and the messengers arrive, and you can 

see the child like hope within him.  "Oh Lord, please spare the young man!  Please spare him!"  

But the answer is "No."  He is dead.  It is hard to imagine a person more close to God; more in 

tune with Him and in fellowship with Him, but the request is not granted!  And the magnitude of 

the request speaks loudly, does it not?  This is not about material things or even personal health, 

but the eternal destiny of his own son; his own flesh and blood, whom he once bounced on his 

knee, held, hugged, loved and nurtured into adulthood.  And to add to the confusion, Solomon, 
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who is born of Bathsheba is "beloved of the Lord!"  He is a bright ray of hope and blessing, 

sandwiched in the middle of so much trauma and devastation.  Grace is there, indeed, but why is 

it often surrounded by so much deep tragedy and sorrow? 

 Why does God say "No," as it were, to things that are so precious and valuable to His 

children?  And how do the people of God cope with these kinds of frowning providences?  Now 

the easy and proper, general answer, of course, is "only by the grace of God."  No doubt, as we 

move on toward the end of David's life, which will still be laced with several trials and sorrows, 

we do still find him praising God and giving Him glory!  Indeed, he arranges to have the temple 

built!  Clearly, we would be foolish to deny the prominent place of God's grace, in carrying 

David forward here, but in a very practical sense, how do we address these kinds of devastating 

"Whys?"  Well, without pretending to have an exhaustive, mathematical answer to this question 

(beyond Proverbs 3:5-6 and knowing that the final chapter of all of our sufferings and sorrows is 

written on the other side of the grave, in heaven), let me leave you with two significant helps, 

that can hopefully aid us through such difficult times: 

 1) While the reality of our redemption in Christ is beyond the shadow of any doubt, the 

most glorious, sunrise experience, which breaks through the dark clouds of this world, opening 

up for us an incomprehensible world of joy, hope and blessing, it still remains a fact that we 

presently live in a fallen world.  The fall of mankind is a horribly, tragic and miserable reality, 

which carries with it, the ongoing experience of weighty sorrows and sufferings in this life, even 

for the Christian.  Pain, sorrow, suffering, tears, death, corruption... all of these things, in some of 

the most severe ways, will cross our path, and while they only, ultimately, serve to work good in 

us (making us more like Christ), they yet remind us of the great and horrific affects of a creation 

that has been cursed, because of its rebellion against God.  We still sin.  We are still sinned 

against.  We still suffer.  We still weep.  We still hurt.  We still die.   Yes, these are all gracious 

tools of sanctification, and opportunities to glorify our great God and our Savior, but as realities 

that only exist in a world that yet, sustains some level; indeed, a great level of ungodliness! 

 Now again, thanks be unto God that every facet of our sufferings serves a good purpose 

(none of our sufferings are purposeless -- not one), but those purposes are accomplished in our 

sufferings, in large part, because God is repairing the damage, which exists in us, because of the 
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fall.  Without the fall, suffering doesn't exist, in any sense at all.  And so, we don't want to miss 

that, brethren.  But brethren, here is one of the greatest challenges, which accompanies all of this.  

In the context of this fallen world, filled with great sorrows and sufferings, God has chosen to 

glorify Himself, in the redemption of a people, who, by their own suffering, would glorify His 

great and glorious name!  That is a priority; indeed, a righteous priority in the mind of God, and 

we must view our own sufferings, no matter how severe, no matter how extensive, no matter how 

long, in that light.  I'm not saying that that is an easy thing to do; I'm not saying that I have 

mastered it (I don't have cancer; I haven't lost a child...etc), but I am saying that that is right, just 

and proper.   

 And so, brethren, before we move into the second "aid/help," let me conclude this one, by 

saying this: "Hold onto anything and everything in this life loosely, and strive toward; pray 

toward, the type of heart that firmly declares, 'I belong to God.  Let Him do with me as He 

pleases.... because, this is not about me.  This is His story!" 

 2) Thanks be unto God, brethren, that He has taken these things a huge step further, 

which He was under no obligation, whatsoever, to do.  Yes, He is glorified in our suffering, as we 

trust in Him through it.  Yes, He fixes and repairs us, through suffering (the silver must be 

burned, if the dross is going to be exposed, and wiped away).  And yes, all of this, finds its 

context in a problem; in a fallen world that we have created, by our rebellion against God.  But, 

God Himself has identified with us, has He not?  And He has done so, in a most profound, 

exponential way.  In the Lord Jesus Christ, His Son, He Himself has laid aside His glory, and He 

has taken on our soul and our flesh!  And He suffered... rejection, hunger, thirst, persecution, 

torment, torture, shame... and most of all, the wrath of God, an element of suffering; indeed, the 

worst and unending element of suffering, which we who are in Christ, will never experience, 

though we experience all else!   

 And brethren, here is the great way, in which this reality, offers an immeasurable amount 

of help and comfort to us, during any and all of our sufferings.  Here is where we bring the 

pulsating, weighty, pounding "whys" of our ongoing, painful sufferings.  Here is the place that 

we can accept every scourge from the hand of God, with a sense; indeed, a fighting sense of 

humble submission.  Carry them all to the cross, and their you will find help, and aid, and relief.  
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Will it remove the pain and anguish and hurt and sorrow?  Not necessarily, but it can greatly 

alleviate the "questions," the "why plagues," which would drive us to grow angry toward, and 

doubt God.  Bring them to the Garden of Gethsemane, and test them in the presence of a perfect, 

sinless, sweating drops of blood, anxious Christ, and strap them on, to the end of His agony, 

"Father, if it is Your will, take this cup from Me," repeated three times.  Carry them to the 

betrayal of Judas Iscariot, as he kisses the Savior's cheek, and delivers Him over to His enemies, 

for a pocket full of silver.  Bring them into the presence of Caiaphas the high priest, the unjust 

court of the Sanhedrin, and then Pilate and Herod, and Pilate again... bear them among all of the 

injustices committed against Him... the scourgings, mockings, beatings, and the crucifixion itself.  

Strap them to the end of the question, "My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me," and 

carry them to "I thirst," and leave them off at "It is finished."   

 He knows our sufferings brethren, only, more so.  And I want to suggest to you, in all of 

the examples above, and in any example, which becomes our true experience, that we must walk 

with Christ through His sufferings, to His death, and into His tomb, if we are going to find any 

measure of hope, help and sanity, when we are called to endure whatever trials we must face.  

And then, we must ever remind ourselves that, as with Christ, this is not the end.  Make your last 

stop, at the empty tomb, and see the risen Christ, and know that right there, at the final, unending 

chapter of the resurrection, the "whys"; every last one of them, will be resolved.  Does that mean 

that we will have every question answered in heaven?  Not necessarily.  I don't know.  But, I can 

assure you of this much.  When we behold our Savior, face to face, not a single doubt or "why" 

question will ever weigh us down, again.  We will be more than satisfied and agreeable to all that 

He has done... to the very finest and smallest detail, with and in His creation.  No one, in His 

presence, will ever think to say, "But Lord, how could you do this or that?"  The perfection, that 

is God, which we presently embrace by faith, in a world of imperfection, and in bodies of 

imperfection, will then be seen in our own perfection, and we will all say, truly, sincerely, 

without any shadow of a doubt even, "Amen!" 

Amen!!! 

Benediction:  Jude 1:24-25
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