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The Real Lord’s Prayer
Part 1

John 17:1-5

BI: One of the greatest privileges of the Christian life is that we 
get to behold the glory of Christ.  

     This morning we come to a text that I have long awaited with 
great anticipation and expectancy.  
     By this time in the narrative Jesus has long since given up His 
public ministry and since chapter 13 has been engaging in 
exclusive private ministry to His disciples. Having left the upper 
room they are presumably walking in the darkness over the Mount 
of Olives to and will soon descend into the Kidron Valley to arrive 
finally at one of Jesus’ favorite places, the Garden of Gethsemane. 
Imagine if you will, Jesus and His band of brothers walking under 
the starlet Sky just outside the Temple, beyond the walls of the city 
of Jerusalem. Jesus had been saying many things to instruct and 
comfort them, but now suddenly He stops, and raising His eyes to 
heaven and begins to pray out loud. 
    Jesus’ life and ministry were marked by personal and public 
prayer. He prayed at His baptism (Lk. 3:21), and while He traveled 
as a preacher (Mk. 1:35; Lk. 5:16). He prayed all night long before 
choosing the Twelve apostles (Lk. 6:12-13), and before feeding the 
5,000 (Mt. 14:19), after feeding them (Mt. 14:23), and before 
feeding the 4,000 (Mt. 15:36).  He prayed before Peter’s 
confession of Him as the Christ (Lk. 9:18), and at the 
transfiguration (Lk. 9:28-29), and for a group of children (Mt. 
19:13), and after the return of the seventy (Lk. 10:21), and before 
teaching the disciples how to pray (Lk. 11:1). He prayed before 
raising Lazarus from the dead (Jn. 11:41-42), as He faced the 
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reality of the coming cross (Jn. 12:28), at the Last Supper (Mat. 
26:26-27), in Gethsemane (Mat. 26:36-42), and as His feet and 
hands were being nailed to the cross (Mat. 27:46). He also prayed 
with the two disciples He met on the road to Emmaus (Lk. 24:30), 
and at His own ascension into heaven where He was reunited to 
the Father (Lk. 24:50-51).   1

     We read often that the Lord Jesus went out and prayed for 
lengthy periods of time. He usually sought out a mountain. In fact, 
one commentator said that perhaps the first thing Jesus said when 
came to any village was, "Where is the closest mountain?" because 
he was so interested in prayer.   2

     He gave us a model prayer in Matthew 6, saying, “This is how 
you should pray; ‘Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy 
name…’” We call this “The Lord’s Prayer” but let me just suggest 
something that may be a bit startling. Matt. 6:9-13 isn’t really the 
Lord’s Prayer. It might better be called “The Disciples Prayer” 
because Jesus intended it as a pattern for how we should pray.  
Jesus Himself, however, never prayed that prayer. In fact, He 
couldn’t pray it because the sinless Son of God could never say, 
“Forgive us my debts as we forgive our debtors.” This is not a 
prayer the Lord ever prayed. It was intended to teach US a basic 
structure of prayer. If we want to see the REAL “Lord’s Prayer” 
we should turn to John 17.   
    Of all the prayers of Jesus recorded in the N.T. the one recorded 
here for us in John 17 is by far the most profound and significant. 
As is true almost everywhere in John, the language is plain and 
simple, but the depth of meaning is sometimes unfathomable. 
Jesus’ prayer plunges the reader into the secret depths of 
communication between two members of the Trinity - the Father 
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and the Son. In this prayer we are privileged to listen in as God the 
Son converses with His Father just as He is about to give His life 
as a ransom for sinners!  In this prayer Jesus invites us to behold 3

the depths of redemptive history from predestination and election, 
to regeneration, revelation, sanctification, preservation all the way 
to glorification. It is any wonder, then, that such imminent scholars 
as Wescott would call this prayer,  

The greatest prayer on earth and the greatest prayer recorded 
anywhere in Scripture. John 17 [he writes] is certainly the ‘holy 
of holies’ of the Gospel record, and we must approach this 
chapter in a spirit of humility and worship.  4

     Of this prayer no less than the great Scottish Reformer, John 
Knox said, “This is where I cast my first anchor.” I take that to 
mean, this is the root and ground of his Theology, the rock upon 
which all else would be built. 
      The final words of Jesus in chapter 16 were, “In the world you 
will have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the 
world.” No matter what events would transpire later that evening, 
Jesus’ words here in this prayer make it clear that was and is the 
ultimate Overcomer. He was not a “victim”; He was and will 
always be the Victor! 
     The progression of thought in this prayer is not difficult to 
follow. Jesus first prays for Himself (1–5). Then He prays for His 
disciples (6–19). Finally, He closes by praying for you and me and 
the whole church  (20–26). 
     This morning I hope to cover the first of these three sections, so 
let’s begin by reading verses 1-5. 

      Read John 17:1-5 
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      I do not hesitate to tell you that my design in the message this 
morning is none other than to help you see the glory of Christ. 
Apparently, this is what Jesus Himself wanted for He says in v. 24, 
“Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me, be with 
me where I am that they may see My glory which you have given 
me before the foundation of the world.” Jesus wants us to see His 
glory. We will see His glory face to face in heaven, but we can see 
His glory by faith now as we read of it in His word. In fact, the 
apostle Paul tells us (2 Cor. 3:18) that by beholding the glory of 
Christ we are transformed into the same image from glory to 
glory.” We become what we behold. So let us now behold the 
glory of Christ.  
    Now remember, in this section of the prayer Jesus is praying for 
Himself. And the first thing He asks for is Restored Glory. 

I. Jesus Asks for Restored Glory: 
1. Jesus’ prayer for Himself here is nothing at all like how we pray 
for ourselves. Notice how He petitions the Father concerning 
Himself.  

Read v. 1 

2. Jesus addresses His prayer to the “Father.” But the way He does 
so is a little different than usual. Normally, when the Jews prayed 
they addressed God as “our Father,” But Jesus simply says, 
“Father” which signifies a more personal connection to God than 
was customary. Without the plural pronoun (“our”) we understand 
that Jesus was addressing God as “My Father” (Gill. 754). The 
implications of this are significant. 

A. By speaking to God as His Father Jesus was emphasizing 
the intimate fellowship He enjoyed with God. This was a 
foreign idea to the Jews, but is also a privilege He has 
passed on to us.  

B. It also signified that He was God’s Son and was thereby 
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making Himself equal to God. You may remember that this 
is the very thing that got Jesus into serious trouble back in 
5:18 where the Jews attempted to Kill Him for such an 
assertion.  

C. Another reason it was significant that Jesus called God His 
personal Father was because it demonstrated a distinction 
between Him and the Father. Clearly, He was not praying 
to Himself, right? This underscores an important 
theological truth – that the Son is equal to the Father in 
essence yet distinct from Him in Person.  We understand 5

that God is One in essence and Three in Person (Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit). So when Jesus calls God “Father” it 
is not a  throw-away word. It tells us something about the 
glory of Christ. It tells us that He lives in unique fellowship 
with God as the second Person of the Trinity.  

3. So Jesus refers to Almighty God has His personal Father. This 
seems to us to be a small thing but it made such an impression 
upon the disciples that later the Apostle Paul twice says that when 
the Holy Spirit is given to us and comes to indwell us he enables 
us to call God Abba (“Daddy”) or “Father.” In other words, the 
fact that we are able now to call God Father is the result of the 
ministry of the Lord Jesus in the fulfillment of the new covenant.  6

4. Now notice what He says to His Father. “Father, the hour has 
come.” “Hour” here refers to an unspecified time. One might ask, 
“Jesus, relative to God’s plan of redemption, what time is it?” To 
which He would reply, It is time for Me to depart out of the world, 
to suffer, to die for My people. It is time to do that which was 
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agreed upon between Me and My Father from all eternity.   When 7

Jesus spoke of His “hour” it was shorthand for the constellation of 
events comprising Jesus’ crucifixion, burial, resurrection, 
ascension, and exaltation to the right hand of God the Father. And 
because of that Jesus’ words take on a tone of joy and expectation. 
Yes, He was going to die, but His death would be the means by 
which something infinitely greater would come about.  

 5. Now we get to the part where Jesus asks His Father to do 
something. He prays, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son 
that the Son may glorify You!” Let there be no mistake. Jesus is 
praying for glory! He is praying that God would glorify Him as 
divine Mediator and Messiah.  

6. Now, what do I mean by Mediator? Well, you’re familiar with 
this term in relation to people. When two people (or groups of 
people) are at odds with one another sometimes a mediator is 
brought in to bring about a solution and achieve peace. Such is the 
case in the relationship between God and men. We were at odds 
with God. Romans 1 says that because of sin we “exchanged the 
glory of the incorruptible God for images in the form of 
corruptible man, and birds, and four footed animals, and crawling 
creatures.” In other words, we ejected God and made ourselves 
enemies of God. On the other hand, God for His part could not 
overlook our rebellion. As a just King and Judge He has to punish 
sin, and according to His own law “the wages of sin is death.” And 
yet He is a loving God and a gracious God, but what could be 
done? Who could reconcile the relationship between Holy God and 
sinful men? Who could bring about peace? Who could satisfy the 
holy wrath of God in a way that would result in the salvation of 
sinners?  

7. Enter Jesus Christ. At just the right time God sent forth His Son 
into the world to be the Mediator between the two parties. In His 

 Gill, 7547
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humanity Jesus was uniquely qualified to represent man before 
God. In His Deity, He was uniquely qualified to represent God 
before men. So as the “God-man” Jesus was able to take upon 
Himself the sins of all who would believe and bear the punishment 
on our behalf. By doing so, He would satisfy the justice of God 
and propitiated the wrath of God on our behalf. So we read in the 
N.T. passages like, 

A. Heb. 2:17  “Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren 
in all things, so that He might become a merciful and 
faithful high priest (or Mediator) in things pertaining to 
God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 

B. 1 John 4:10 “In this is love, not that we loved God, but that 
He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our 
sins.” 

C. Rom. 5:1 “Therefore… we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ.”

8. You see, because of Jesus mediatorial work accomplished for us 
on the cross we now have peace with God. Not a partial peace or a 
tentative peace, but complete peace whereby God is now free to 
adopt us into His family and call us His own. 
9. So understand, Jesus is about to perform His ultimate work as 
our Mediator. He is about to experience a horrific and bloody death 
for our sins so that we would be forgiven and the just and holy 
wrath of God appeased. Jesus was about to do what no other man 
since creation was qualified to do in order to bring about final 
peace and reconciliation between God and man. What is about to 
take place is the most significant thing that HAS EVER 
HAPPENED in the history of the world. 
10. This is what Jesus is thinking about when he prays, “Father, the 
hour has come; glorify your Son…” Sometimes we forget that “the 
Son” is a messianic title. Jesus was sent to accomplish the work of 
the Messiah of God. The emphasis here rests upon his position, 
upon His place as the messianic Son. Remember, John's whole 
purpose in his Gospel is that men might believe that Jesus is the 
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Christ (i.e. Messiah), the Son of God, and that in believing they 
might have life through his name. 
11. So Jesus prays, “Father, glorify your Son. To “glorify” in this 
context means to clothe in splendor.”   It was a petition to reverse 8

the condition He took upon Himself when He became a man at the 
incarnation. Jesus wanted to return to the condition of heavenly 
glory in which He existed with His Father before the creation of 
the World.  He was actually requesting His own re-glorification. 
And this was the designated hour for that to happen. Jesus is 
praying according to the will of God. It was always the Father’s 
plan to restore Jesus to His original status: with all the authority, 
power, splendor and privilege of deity.  

12. And by the way, Jesus has already linked his glorification with 
crucifixion back in 12:23 where He said, “The hour has come that 
the son of man should be glorified. Truly, truly I say to you, except 
a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die it remains alone. But if 
it dies, it brings forth much fruit.” How would Jesus be glorified? 
John Gill explains,  

Jesus was asking that the Father manifest the glory of the 
Son (the Messiah) by supporting Him under all His sorrows 
and suffering, and carrying Him through them. Glory in the 
fact that by it He would conquer all His people’s enemies, 
and his own; namely, sin, Satan, the World, and death, and 
obtain eternal redemption for them.  Glory also in His 
resurrection, by not allowing Him to remain long in the 
grave or experience any corruption or decay; and by raising 
Him at the exact time that it was foretold by the prophets 
and Himself, and by sending an angel to roll away the 
stone and declare to those who visited that Jesus had risen 
just as He said. Glory also by raising some of the saints 
along with Him and by causing Him to shine forth with 
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visible glory that serves as a preview of the saint’s 
resurrection.  Glory in His ascension to heaven when He 
led captivity captive, and sat down as King at the right 
hand of God, above all principalities and powers. And 
glory through the giving of His Spirit to the disciples with 
corresponding divine power to accompany the gospel to 
make it effectual in a great multitude of men and women 
both Jews and Gentiles.   9

13. This is how Jesus would be glorified, and He knew it. So He 
prays, “Father, the hour has come; glorify Your Son that the Son 
may glorify You.” This is so typical of Jesus. He lived to glorify 
His Father. No matter what He did on earth He did it all in 
obedience to the Father so that in the end the Father would be 
glorified. So Jesus asks for Restored Glory.  

14. Do you know this glorious Christ? Have renounced all self-
righteousness in favor of trusting in Jesus Christ alone for your 
hope both now and for eternity? 

BI: One of the greatest privileges of the Christian life is that we get 
to behold the glory of Christ.  

 John Gill, Gospel of John, 7549
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