
 Seeking the Lost: Restoring the Sinner  (Matthew 18:15-20) 

• Matthew 18: Jesus is addressing what it means to be part of God’s household  

• 1-10 The humble receive God’s kingdom – sin is a hindrance to God’s children 

• 11-14 God jealously seeks out His children & will not that any should be lost 

• 15-20 How God’s children in love deal with sin that arises between each other 

• 21-35 What is true forgiveness? – illustrated and applied by Jesus. 

I. Biblical Steps to Restoring Fellowship (18:15-17) 

• “Moreover” Jesus is not changing the subject but continuing from vs 10-14  

Vs 14 Even so it is not the will of your Father who is in heaven that one of these little 

ones should perish. Moreover [“when”/”if”/ “& then”] if your brother sins against u, go 

& tell him his fault // you & him alone 

• Character of ch. 18 humility, love, God’s jealousy for his children, forgiveness 

1) If your brother sins against “go tell him his fault between you and him alone 

2) But if he will not hear, take with you one or two more (Deut 19:15) 

3) If he refuses to hear them, tell it to the church (2 Cor 5:3; Acts 15:22) 

4) If he refuses to hear even the church, let him be…a foreigner & tax collector  

II. The Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven (18:18-20) 

• God made us competent to judge spiritual matters in the Gospel (2 Cor 2:15) 

• Church, appointed by Christ to rule over, to bind & release in the Gospel 

• Christ alone has this authority (Rev 3:7). Church has it in harmony with Him 

• V. 18, 19 ‘earth...heaven’ harmony between Christ & His true church on earth 

• “Again I say to you that if two of you agree” Christ grants all that they need 

• He grants wisdom in dealing with discipline matter, even if it’s only two/three  

• Numbers are not a factor, if two or three agree, Christ’s promise is guaranteed: “it will be 

done for them by My Father in heaven” 

• His promise:  “I am there in the midst of them.” 

• The presence of Jesus is the fixed center of the assembly, the warrant for its coming 

together, & the power with which it acts 


