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The Scripture portrays Christ as a restorer, One who has come to restore man back to a right relationship with 

God, One who came to reverse all that Satan accomplished in tempting and seducing our first parents—in fact, 

Scripture speaks of Christ as the Second Man and the Last Adam, who's come to restore or recover what the 

first man lost... 

 

God made an arrangement (or a covenant) with Adam, as the federal head of the human race—if Adam would 

obey God, he along with his entire posterity, would be confirmed in a higher and more blessed condition for 

all eternity—he (and his seed) would have eternal life—they would be secured in an immutable status with 

God... 

 

Adam, through the temptation and enticement of Satan, sinned and fell under the penalty of that covenant, and 

as a result, ceased being a son of God and became a son of Satan—God in His love and mercy, sent His own 

Son, to become another Adam, the Last Adam, to fulfill this covenant arrangement—in short, He came to obey 

the expectations of it (perfect obedience), and suffer it's penalty (death)—He came to undo all that Satan, 

through Adam, achieved... 

 

It's for this reason, the last book of our Bible (Revelation), describes heaven in terms and imagery originally 

true of Paradise lost—but the Paradise described in Revelation, the Paradise that the Second Man, the Last 

Adam secures for His people, is a superior Paradise then the original one lost by the first Adam, for in this 

Garden, there's no serpent, and there's no possibility of losing it—in short, the Last Adam secures what the 

first Adam lost (and He does this by, destroying the works of the devil)...     

 

Last week, in examining verses 31-36, we learned that not every person who claims to believe, is in fact a true 

Christian (disciple)—our Savior says three things will evidence whether or not you've been changed from a 

slave to a son—[1] you abide or remain in His word, [2] you know the truth, and [3] you've been liberated by 

the truth... 

 

Having mentioned their need of liberation (v32), the Jews took refuge in their national privilege as Abraham's 

seed, v33—"They answered Him, We are Abraham's descendants, and have never been in bondage to anyone. 

How can You say, You will be made free..." 

 

It's largely to that claim, that our Savior returns to in vv37-47—wherein He describes two different seeds (or 

descendants)—the children of Satan and the children of God—and because there's much repetition in these 

verses, I intend to examine them more topically, under the two themes—the Sons of Satan and the Sons of 

God...   

 

I.   The Sons of Satan  

II.  The Sons of God  

 

I.   The Sons of Satan  

 

1. I suggest our Savior basically says four things about these Pharisees, in describing them as children of the 

devil... 

2. But—before we come to these specific things, I want to say a few introductory words about the devil 

himself... 

3. [a] He's a REAL being—our Savior simply takes for granted the reality and existence of an historical 

devil...  

4. We know from the Scriptures that the devil is a created angel, who lead a rebellion against God, soon after 

creation...  

5. He is a spiritual being, a fallen angel, and thus, though he's limited, he's endowed with great power and 

strength... 
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6. [b] He's an EVIL being—the Greek word diabolos (devil), literally means "slanderer" and refers to a 

primary work of Satan... 

7. As we shall see, especially from v44, Satan is describes as a murderer from the beginning and the father of 

lies... 

8. Thus, here I want to suggest four things true of the Pharisees, largely, though not exclusively, taken from 

v44... 

9. [1] They were moral children, v44—"You are of your father the devil"—this was true in two closely 

related ways... 

10. [a] By way of imitation—the Pharisees bore the moral image or likeness of Satan—they were his ethical 

children... 

11. Thus—our Savior is NOT suggesting that they are biologically his offspring, as a spiritual being, Satan has 

no seed... 

12. But, these Pharisees were his children in that, just as a child looks like their father, so they acted like 

Satan... 

13. For example, sometimes when Mikey and I go places together, it's interesting to see how people will look 

at us... 

14. It's obvious that we are father and son—we have similar characteristics—there are obvious physical 

similarities... 

15. So too, there are obvious moral similarities or likenesses between the devil and these unbelieving Jewish 

leaders...   

16. John Gill—"You are of your father the devil...Not of his substance, but by imitation and example; and as 

being under his authority and influence, his instructions and directions, and ready to follow after him, and 

obey his commands..." 

17. [b] By way of control—just as a child is under the influence of a father, so they were under the control of 

Satan... 

18. This is also true of my son and I—Mikey not only looks like me, but he's also ruled by me, as I am his 

father... 

19. John Calvin—"He calls them children of the devil, not only because they imitate him, but because they are 

led by his instigation to fight against Christ. For as we are called the children of God, not only because we 

resemble him, but because he governs us by his Spirit; so, on the other hand, the devil is said to be the 

father or those whose understandings he blinds, whose hearts he moves to commit all unrighteousness, and 

on whom, in short, he acts powerfully and exercises his tyranny..." 

20. [2] They were willing children, v44—"You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you 

want to do..." 

21. There is a sense in which this portrays the Pharisees in the worst possible light—they willingly imitated 

him... 

22. These Pharisees were NOT forced to act in the way they did, they acted this way will all their heart and 

soul... 

23. For example, what if an American citizen working in the Middle East, joins ISIS, and begins to fight for 

their cause... 

24. Let say for the sake of illustration, that the parents of this individual, are shocked, and assume he was 

kidnapped... 

25. Thus the Americans, and her allies, risk life and limb, to enter ISIS and recover this innocent and poor 

victim... 

26. And yet, to their surprise, they find out, this person joined ISIS not by force, but out of agreement with 

their cause... 

27. This person wasn't being held against their will, but in fact, was a willing participate with ISIS and its 

ideology...     

28. Well so too brethren, we must never think of man as merely unwilling captive of Satan, held against his 

will... 

29. No, far from it—yes he is a slave of Satan, but tragically, he's a willing slave in total agreement with 

Satan's ideology... 

30. And thus though God in the gospel of His Son, stands outside the cell of every children of Satan, man 

refuses to leave the cell... 



 3 

31. In the gospel the cell is opened, man is free to leave—he's free to return home to be with his loving 

parents... 

32. But he doesn't want to leave—he wants to stay—he wants to continue fighting—because he believes in the 

cause... 

33. [3] They were murderous children, v44—"He was a murderer from the beginning"—from his first 

interaction with our first parents...  

34. Satan's heart is filled with hatred—he seeks to steal, kill, and destroy—he seeks to murder the souls of 

men... 

35. These Pharisees were similar in that, they sought to kill Christ, and they were deceiving the souls of 

sinners... 

36. V37—"I know that you are Abraham's descendants, but you seek to kill Me, and you do what you have 

seen with your father..." 

37. V40—"But now you seek to kill Me, a Man who has told you the truth which I heard from God, Abraham 

did not do this..." 

38. The fact that they were tying to kill Christ, was proof that they were willing children of the devil—they 

were murderers... 

39. [4] They were lying children, v44—"He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the 

truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a 

liar and the father of it.." 

40. The phrase " does not stand in the truth" means—Satan has rejected the truth from the very beginning of 

his fall...  

41. Because "there is no truth in him"—"When he speaks a lie, he speaks from himself"—from his own 

nature... 

42. He is a liar by nature, and "the father of lies"—that is—the originator of lies—He is the very first liar in 

history... 

43. Now—because of this, throughout this passage, our Savior points out that the Pharisees refused to believe 

the truth... 

44. Like their spiritual or moral father, there was not truth in them, they refused the truth, and embraced and 

spoke lies... 

45. V37—"My word has no place in you" v43—"Why do you not understand My speech? Because you are not 

able to listen to My word" v45—"But because I tell the truth, you do not believe Me" v46—"Which of you 

convicts Me of sin? And if I tell the truth, why do you not believe Me" v47—"He who is of God hears 

God's words; therefore you do not hear, because you are not of God..." 

46. They were not able to believe, receive, understand, and hear His word, because they hated and rejected the 

truth... 

47. Now—what I intend to do at this point, is pause and summarize what we've seen, and suggest three simple 

lessons...  

48. [a] We learn, why man is the way he is—he's a hateful, violent, and murderous creature, because he's a son 

of Satan... 

49. It often amazes me, how the world attempts to explain what would cause a man, to enter a building and 

shoot 15 people... 

50. They blame it on his upbringing or his mental illness, by why not simply attribute it to his native 

wickedness... 

51. Think of all the recent videos where abortion providers describe murdering babies in the womb, it's 

Satanic...  

52. Just yesterday, I read a story about a 9 years old body in Chicago, who intentional gunned down execution 

style...  

53. WHY—his father was a member of a rival gang, and so they lured this boy into an alley and shot him 

point blank... 

54. Who can shoot a 9 year old boy point blank, for absolutely no reason, except his father was in a rival street 

gang... 

55. My friends, the reason this world is filled with such wickedness, is because it's filled with wicked and evil 

people... 
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56. Eph.2:1-2—"And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, in which you once walked 

according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now 

works in the sons of disobedience..." 

57. [b] We learn, why this world hates Christians—it hates Christians because Satan himself hates God and 

His people... 

58. My friends, Christian persecution is nothing less than Satanic—it's the inevitable result of two opposing 

seeds... 

59. The world hates Christians because it's controlled by the god of the age, who is a murderer and who hates 

the truth... 

60. 1Jn.3:10-13—"In this the children of God and the children of the devil are manifest: Whoever does not 

practice righteousness is not of God, nor is he who does not love his brother. For this is the message that 

you heard from the beginning, that we should love one another, not as Cain who was of the wicked one 

and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his works were evil and his brother's 

righteous. Do not marvel, my brethren, if the world hates you..." 

61. [c] We learn, why false teaching is so serious—false teaching is a form of murder—it's murdering eternal 

souls... 

62. It's for this reason our Savior weds together murder and lies—Satan murders souls through his promotion 

of lies... 

63. And it's for this reason that our Reformed fathers often advocated the death sentence for those who taught 

heresy... 

64. Now—by heresy is meant any theological error serious enough, that if believed from the heart it leads to 

death... 

65. Now—let me clarify, I personally do not believe that in the NC, the death penalty should be upheld for 

heresy... 

66. I personally believe that physical murder, is the ONLY crime that necessitates the death penalty in the 

NC... 

67. But, I personally can totally understand that most of our Reformed and puritan fathers advocated the death 

penalty for soul murder... 

68. If those who murder bodies, should be put to death, then those who murder souls should also be put to 

death.... 

69. There is NO crime more serious then that of teaching heresy—those guilty of it, will be punished most 

severely... 

70. A false teacher, that is, someone who teaches heresy, is a soul murderer, a liar, and a willing child of 

Satan... 

 

II.  The Sons of God  

 

1. Here I want to close our time, focusing on the good news, that in Christ, children of the devil become 

children of God... 

2. Now—admittedly, this passage doesn't focus on this, but as we shall see, it's inferred throughout the 

passage... 

3. [1] The MAKING of God's children—here I want to suggest three things about God making us into His 

children...  

4. [a] By nature we are all children of Satan—what our Savior says about these Pharisees is true of all men 

by nature... 

5. 1Jn.3:10—"In this the children of God and the children of the devil are manifest"—there's only two groups 

of people... 

6. All men by nature are born as children of the devil—they are all born rejecting the truth and believing 

lies... 

7. Thus, here's my point, we all without exception, have a desperate need of being changed from one family 

to the next... 

8. Now, I know that may or may not be offensive, but dear brethren it's truth, man by nature is a child of 

Satan... 
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9. And here's the problem—because he's born a child of Satan, he's born hating and rejecting this very 

TRUTH... 

10. [b] Christ assumed human nature to defeat Satan—because Satan defeated Adam, Christ became the Last 

Adam, to defeat Satan... 

11. In other words—in order to make us sons of God, He the Son of God, had to become the Son of Man—the 

Last Adam... 

12. Gen.3:15—"And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed; He 

shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel..." 

13. These are actually the words of God to Satan, and yet they contain the first gospel promise in all of 

Scripture... 

14. God would eventually bring forth His Son, the seed of the woman, who would destroy the works of the 

devil... 

15. Notice two things—First, WHAT He would do, and secondly, HOW He would do it—notice first, WHAT 

He would do—"I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed (Satan's) and her 

seed..."  

16. Here God promises to put enmity between two seeds—the seed of Satan (that is the wicked), and the seed 

of the woman (that is the righteous)... 

17. Or in other words, here God promises to rescue some of Satan's seed (fallen humanity), and make them 

His... 

18. HOW He would do it—He (one of Eve's seed) shall bruise your head (Satan), and you shall bruise His 

heel..." 

19. This is a reference to Christ's crucifixion—the place where He will secure the salvation of a righteous 

seed... 

20. Now—remember what I mentioned last week—man is a slave and son of Satan as a punishment for his 

sin...  

21. That is, man is in his present condition as a punishment from God, because of his sin and rebellion toward 

God... 

22. For example, God told Adam that in the day he sinned, he would die—that is, spiritually, physically, and 

eternally... 

23. Or, put another way, the day that Adam sinned, he would cease being God's son, and would become a son 

of Satan... 

24. Thus—Christ comes as a second or last Adam, and unlike the first Adam, obeys God and resists Satan's 

temptation... 

25. Furthermore, He bears the guilt of our sins and pays for them, by satisfying God's wrath on the cross of 

Calvary...  

26. Simply put—man is a son of Satan as a punishment from God, and Christ paid for his liberation by His 

blood... 

27. This was shadowed in the OT, if you remember the nation of Israel was liberated from Egypt through 

blood... 

28. It was the blood of the Passover Lamb that purchased their liberation from Egypt and from Egypt's ruler 

(Pharaoh)...  

29. Heb.2:14-16—"Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself likewise 

shared in the same, that through death He might destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, 

and release those who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. For indeed He does 

not give aid to angels, but He does give aid to the seed of Abraham..." 

30. [c] Christ applies this redemption through regeneration—through the new birth, we become children of 

God...  

31. 1Jn.3:7-9—"Little children, let no one deceive you. He who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He 

is righteous. He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the beginning. For this purpose the 

Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil. Whoever has been born of God 

does not sin, for His seed remains in him; and he cannot sin, because he has been born of God..." 

32. When John speaks about God's "seed remaining in us"—he's referring to the new nature implanted within 

us... 
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33. Notice—those who partake of God's nature (seed) "cannot sin"—that is—they can no longer live a life of 

sin... 

34. [2] The MARKS of God's children—as I've already hinted at, God's people look and act the very opposite 

of Satan's children... 

35. Just as murder and lies characterize Satan and his offspring—love and truth characterize the children of 

God... 

36. [a] They hear God's word, v47—"He who is of God hears God's words; therefore you do not hear, because 

you are not of God..." 

37. V43—"Why do you not understand My speech? Because you are not able to listen to Me word"—their 

eyes were blinded by their father... 

38. God's people hear His voice—they understand the truth and they embrace that truth, willingly and from the 

heart... 

39. This is how we know we "of God"—we hear God's word—we understand and believe what it says about 

us, God, Christ, salvation, this world, and eternity... 

40. [b] They love God's Son, v42—"If God were your Father, you would love Me, for I proceeded forth and 

came from God..." 

41. Far from being a murderer, hating God, His Son, His truth, and His people—they now love Christ and all 

that's His... 

42. His dear brethren, is a wonderful indication that you're a child of God—you now, from the heart, love 

Christ... 

43. Every true child of God loves His Son—"because I proceeded forth and came from God"—He is God's 

eternal Son... 

44. All throughout the book of First John, love is repeated used an indication that we've become children of 

God... 

45. Love for God, love for Christ, love for God's people, love for His word—hate has been replaced with 

love... 

46. [c] They obey God's commands, v39—"If you were Abraham's children, you would do the works of 

Abraham..." 

47. What were the works of Abraham—well, he believed God's word, and then he humbly and lovingly 

obeyed God's voice... 

48. So true, one sure mark of God's children, the true seed of Abraham, is that they do the works (deeds) or 

Abraham... 

 


