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 Do you struggle with pride?  How’s that for an opening 

question.  Do you struggle with pride in your life?  Responding 

“yes” to that question would actually be the most encouraging 

thing to hear.  Because we’re all prideful.  It manifests itself in 

various ways, but it’s there in all of us.  And by God’s grace we 

will struggle against it.  To say that you don’t struggle with pride is 

essentially an admission that you’ve given yourself over to pride.  

It betrays your blindness to your own pride.   

 The sermon title for this morning is “The Lord Exalted, the 

People Humbled.”  We must come to understand the connection 

between these two realities.  Humility is the opposite of pride.  

And the only thing that will truly humble us is recognizing the 

Lord as high and lifted up, as the only One to be exalted.  We don’t 

deserve that exalted state.  It wouldn’t be fitting at all for us to be 

on the throne.  We are sinners in need of grace.   

 For those who have eyes to see and hearts to embrace this 

truth, it is such a freeing and happy place to be.  To realize that I 

don’t have to be the center of attention, the center of the universe, 

in order to find satisfaction.  In fact, the only way to discover 

lasting satisfaction is to admit my depravity, admit my desperate 

need for a Savior, acknowledge my utter dependence (rather than 

continuing the illusion of independence), and then to cast myself 

on the mercy of God.   

 And that’s how we should each be struggling against pride.  

When those feelings of self-sufficiency rise up within us, when we 

elevate ourselves and look down on others, when we become wise 

in our own eyes, we need to remind ourselves of the Gospel.  We 

are sinful, deserving God’s wrath.  God is gracious.  He sent His 

Son to die for our sins.  And the way we become connected with 

Christ and benefit from His saving work is to look away from our 

own abilities and resources and instead look to our all-sufficient 

Savior, our exalted Lord.   

 I’ll confess to you, I had a painful reminder this past week 

of my own pride and the destructive effects of it.  One evening, 

just before bed, Stacy and I had an argument about something—an 

argument about something very petty, something stupid.  It seems 

that most arguments are like that.   
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 Following this argument, we were both lying there in bed, 

tired and ready to go to sleep, but also angry with each other.  And 

I was thinking about that verse, “do not let the sun go down on 

your anger, and give no opportunity to the devil” (Ephesians 4:26-

27).  I was also thinking about the verse in 1 Peter 3 that says, 

“Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an understanding 

way, showing honor to the woman as the weaker vessel, since they 

are heirs with you of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not 

be hindered.” (1 Peter 3:7, ESV)  

 Stacy and I pray together just about every night right before 

we go to sleep.  But as I lay there, in my sinful pride, I couldn’t get 

myself to pray with her.  At least not at first.  Because I knew 

before I prayed I would need to say sorry.  And I couldn’t get 

myself to say sorry.  The softening in my heart began as I asked 

the Lord to humble me.  And as I thought about those verses I was 

frightened by the bad things that could happen if that wall of pride 

didn’t crumble.  By God’s grace I let go of that stubborn desire to 

defend myself.  I apologized.  And we prayed. 

 My prayer for this morning’s message is that we will all be 

humbled, and that in that God-given humility we will find a greater 

measure of true happiness.  Whatever others may tell you, true 

happiness is not found within yourself.  It’s found when you look 

away from yourself and bask in the glory of our great God. 

Last week we started a sermon series through the Old 

Testament book of Isaiah.  As I mentioned, we won’t be going 

verse-by-verse through Isaiah, but we’ll be covering a lot of the 

significant passages, and thus covering the main themes and 

getting the big picture of God’s message through the prophet 

Isaiah.  Specifically this morning we will be seeing this interplay 

between the Lord being exalted and the people being humbled.   

 As a prophet, Isaiah did prophecy about things to come in 

the future.  That was one aspect of his preaching.  He foretold the 

virgin birth.  He foretold vivid details of Christ’s suffering.  But we 

shouldn’t view Isaiah as anything like a fortune-teller.  Isaiah’s 

prophecies about the future were messages from God for His 

people, and they were for the purpose of bringing about change in 

the present.  Biblical prophecy is not about tickling people’s ears.  

It’s for cutting us to the heart with the truths of God’s holiness and 

our sinfulness.  It’s to convict us of sin and give us hope in the 

infinite grace of God.  It’s for bringing about repentance and faith 

and righteous living. 

 We see this very clearly at the beginning of chapter 2, 

which is where we’ll start this morning. 
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Read Isaiah 2:1-5 

 Remember the historical context, which I spent quite a bit 

of time covering last Sunday.  We went very quickly from 

creation, to Adam and Eve’s fall into sin, and then their exile from 

Eden.  Then there were the patriarchs—Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  

Jacob’s son Joseph ended up in Egypt, and then eventually the 

whole family moved there.  But then a new king arose in Egypt 

who did not know Joseph, and he forced the Israelites into slavery.  

Eventually God sent Moses to miraculously bring them out of that 

slavery.  And Joshua led them into the Promised Land.  Then there 

were the judges.  And then, as Israel asked for a king, the Lord 

gave them kings.  First there was the united monarchy under Saul, 

and then David, and then Solomon.  The whole nation remained 

united during the reign of Saul, David and Solomon.   

 But then there was a great division.  The nation split into a 

northern kingdom (Israel) and a southern kingdom (Judah).  You 

can read about that split in 1 Kings 12.  Solomon’s son Rehoboam 

reigned over Judah, but Jeroboam was made king over the northern 

tribes – Israel.  It was a very sad division.  The two kingdoms 

continued on, each with separate kings.  The northern kingdom of 

Israel had all bad kings.  The southern kingdom of Judah had 

mostly bad kings, but also had a handful of God-honoring kings—

those who did what was right in the eyes of the Lord.  And they 

also had a few kings who were kind of a mixture of both.  They did 

what was right in the eyes of the Lord in certain respects, but still 

made some ungodly compromises.   

 And it’s interesting thinking of Isaiah’s ministry.  As Isaiah 

1:1 sets the historical context for us, we learn that he was a prophet 

to the southern kingdom of Judah, in the city of Jerusalem.  And 

Isaiah served during the days of 4 kings of Judah—Uzziah, 

Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah.  The first one, Uzziah, was a mixture 

of good and bad.  Jotham, likewise, was a mixture of good and 

bad.  Ahaz was very bad.  And then Hezekiah was very good.  So 

over the course of Isaiah’s 40+ year ministry, he saw the good, the 

bad and the ugly.  And he’s exhorting the kings and exhorting the 

people during these tumultuous times, as they are feeling the threat 

of foreign powers, as they watch their relatives to the north (Israel) 

be defeated by Assyria.   

 Isaiah’s ministry lasted roughly from 740 B.C. to 700 B.C.  

And it was in 722 B.C. that the northern kingdom of Israel fell to 

the Assyrians.  It wouldn’t be until 586 B.C., long after Isaiah’s 

death, that the southern kingdom of Judah would fall to the 

Babylonians.     
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The Latter Days 

 Let’s return now to those verses at the beginning of chapter 

2.  Isaiah mentions here in verse 2 “the latter days.”  What he’s 

prophesying here will take place “in the latter days.”  What are the 

latter days?   

 Well, from Isaiah’s vantage point in history, the latter days 

were in the future.  He’s talking here about things to come at some 

later point in history.  That’s obvious.  What’s less obvious is 

exactly when these things will come to pass, and whether it’s one 

specific point in time or an extended span of time.   

 Notice in these chapters of Isaiah his references to “that 

day.”  Here in verse 2 he mentions “in the latter days.”  Then he 

speaks in several places of things that will happen “in that day.”  

Read 2:11, 12.  Also in verse 17, 20; 3:18; 4:1, 2 

 And this is a theme not only in Isaiah, but in other prophets 

as well.  Let me read you the last verses of the Old Testament, 

Malachi 4:1-6.  This last chapter of the Old Testament speaks of 

the great and awesome day of the Lord.  Throughout the prophets 

there are both warnings and promises concerning the day of the 

Lord.  And in this passage in Malachi we see both the punishment 

of the wicked and the vindication of God’s people. 

““For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all 

the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble. The day that is 

coming shall set them ablaze, says the LORD of hosts, so that it will 

leave them neither root nor branch. But for you who fear my name, 

the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings. You 

shall go out leaping like calves from the stall. And you shall tread 

down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your 

feet, on the day when I act, says the LORD of hosts. “Remember the 

law of my servant Moses, the statutes and rules that I commanded 

him at Horeb for all Israel. “Behold, I will send you Elijah the 

prophet before the great and awesome day of the LORD comes. And 

he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of 

children to their fathers, lest I come and strike the land with a 

decree of utter destruction.”” (Malachi 4:1–6, ESV)  

 Based on passages like this, God’s people were anticipating 

a single “day of the Lord” which would come as one cataclysmic 

event and would bring a complete end to this present evil age and 

usher in the age to come.  One event bringing a complete end to 

this age and the beginning of the age to come. 
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 And this is why Jesus’ ministry was so confusing to so 

many people.  They wondered how He could really be the Messiah 

if His arrival was not accompanied by this cataclysmic day of the 

Lord they were expecting.  The wicked were not being judged and 

destroyed.  The enemies of God’s people were not being burned 

up, and those who feared God were not leaping like calves and 

treading down the wicked.  So what was happening? 

 Even John the Baptist, who is the fulfillment of that 

prophecy in Malachi 4:5 (He was the Elijah who was sent before 

the day of the Lord), even he was confused about Jesus’ ministry.  

He sent messengers to Jesus asking, “Are you the one who is to 

come, or shall we look for another?” (Luke 7:20). 

 The people were expecting and hoping for a Messiah who 

was going to overthrow the Romans, and establish God’s kingdom 

in all of its fullness.  And the simple son of a carpenter was the last 

thing they would have expected.  What they didn’t understand was 

the “mystery of the kingdom,” or the “secret of the kingdom,” 

which Jesus speaks about in some parables.     

For instance, the parable of the mustard seed (Mark 4).  

The point there is the stark contrast between the tiny mustard seed 

and the large plant it produces.  The Kingdom of God did not come 

initially as the large, impressive, politically powerful kingdom that 

the Jews were hoping for.  Instead, Jesus came as a tiny mustard 

seed.  He was born in a stable, placed in a manger, lived a life of 

relative obscurity until he was 30 years old.  Then he gathered a 

rag-tag group of disciples and traveled around preaching and 

teaching and healing the sick and casting out demons.  And then 

He was killed by the authorities.  That’s not a glamorous ministry.  

That’s not impressive in the world’s eyes.  But that’s how it 

started.  Like a mustard seed. 

 But then He rose from the dead, ascended to heaven, sent 

His Holy Spirit, and the Kingdom has grown tremendously, and 

continues to grow, and it will continue to spread until all the elect 

are saved from every people group of the world.  The point is that 

the Kingdom first arrived, not as the large impressive plant, but as 

the smallest of all the seeds.   

Here’s how this relates to the day of the Lord.  Part of the 

mystery that Jesus speaks of, the secret of the kingdom, is that the 

day of the Lord is not actually one event, but two.  The King is not 

just coming once, but twice.  And his first coming was not the 

triumphant takeover that the Jews were expecting.  Rather, He first 

came as the Suffering Servant, which was also prophesied in 

Isaiah.  He came as the Suffering Servant the first time, and the 
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second time He’ll come in the fullness of His glory and power.  

And He will completely defeat His enemies once and for all.  So 

the secret of the kingdom is that the Messiah will come twice, and 

not everything happened in His first arrival on this earth.  He 

ushered in His kingdom in an unexpected way, and He delayed the 

consummation of the kingdom in all its fullness.  That is still yet to 

come. 

So we stand in the overlap of the ages.  The age to come 

has been ushered in by Christ’s first coming.  But the present evil 

age has not yet ended.  That won’t happen until Christ comes 

again.  In this sense we are living in the latter days.  We are living 

in this period of time between the inauguration of the day of the 

Lord and the consummation of it.   

 The New Testament writers saw themselves, even 2,000 

years ago, as living in the latter days.  For instance, Hebrews 1:1-2 

“Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our 

fathers by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us 

by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through 

whom also he created the world.” (Hebrews 1:1–2, ESV)  

 So from the time Christ began his earthly ministry up until 

now and until Christ returns, this is all considered part of the last 

days, the latter days.   

 And now we can go back to Isaiah 2 and look at what we 

should expect to see happening in these latter days.  We can look 

for these things to be happening in some capacity even now, and 

we expect them to fully culminate in the return of Christ. 

 Let’s notice 3 things briefly here in the first 5 verses.  And 

then we’ll gather some other verses throughout chapters 2 and 5 

and see evidences of pride and evidences of humility, and how our 

understanding of what’s coming in the future should impact us in 

the present. 

The Lord Will Be Exalted 

 One thing that we see here in verses 1-5, and continue to 

see throughout these chapters, is the exaltation of the Lord.  In 

verse 2 it’s described in terms of this mountain that will be 

established as the highest of the mountains.  What a great image of 

exaltation.  This mountain that rises up above the hills.   

 I remember in college driving with some friends out to 

Colorado for spring break one year.  Those mountains draw our 

attention and our awe.  Our eyes gaze upward and upward and 
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upward to the highest peaks.  That’s how the Lord’s exaltation is 

pictured for us here.  He will get all the attention and all the glory.  

Nothing else will be able to compete with Him for center stage. 

The Nations Will Worship  

One of the effects of this exaltation is that the nations will 

worship.  This is another thing to see here.  Almighty God, as He is 

exalted, is drawing masses of people to Himself.  And He will 

continue to do this until the Great Commission is complete, until 

those individuals for whom Christ died from every tribe and 

tongue and people and nation, are brought into a saving 

relationship with Him.   

 Here we have an interesting picture of these streams of 

people flowing up this mountain of the Lord.  Do you see that in 

the last line of verse 2?  “and all the nations shall flow to it.”  Now, 

you tell me, do streams flow uphill or downhill?  Downhill.  But 

here is a very unique stream which is defying gravity due to God’s 

irresistible power to draw people to Himself.  Streams of people 

are flowing uphill toward the mountain of God.  They have an 

intense desire to learn and to obey.   

Wars Will Cease 

 And then another glorious result of the Lord’s exaltation is 

that wars will cease.  This is in verse 4.  The Lord will bring peace.  

He will settle disputes to such an extent that weapons for killing, 

weapons for defense, will no longer be seen as necessary.  There 

will be no purpose for swords or spears.   

 Consider the beauty of this transformation happening in 

verse 4.  These weapons of destruction are transformed into tools 

for cultivating the land.  Swords are turned into plowshares, and 

spears are turned into pruning hooks.  It’s like a return to Eden.  

No enmity.  No strife.  But instead joyfully exercising dominion 

over the land, and reaping God’s good provision.     

The Future in the Present 

 Now look at verse 5.  Do you see how the future impacts 

the present?  In verses 1-4 he has spoken of things that are to come 

in the latter days.  From Isaiah’s vantage point, this was all entirely 

future.  From our vantage point, these latter days have begun.  But 

there’s still much to be fulfilled, much we continue to anticipate 

and long for. 

 Verse 5 is a command for the present based on those 

prophecies about the future.  Can you see in this how realities 
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about the future invade the present?  Here’s the message . . .  Look, 

friends, this is what’s on the horizon.  Therefore change what 

you’re doing right now!  That’s the urgency of the prophet’s 

message.  And that’s the urgency of my message to all of us today, 

and the urgency we should have in relaying this message to those 

around us.   

 The Lord WILL be exalted.  The nations WILL come and 

worship this exalted Lord.  There WILL be peace.  And as we’re 

going to look into further now, we all WILL be humbled.  

Everyone’s going to be put in their place.  Everyone will recognize 

God as the only exalted one.  Therefore, let us walk with Him now.  

Let us walk in humility and obedience. 

 In our remaining time let’s look at 3 evidences of pride, and 

then 3 evidences of humility.  And in light of these things that are 

to come, the exhortation for us today is to struggle against our 

pride and strive for humility as we behold our exalted Lord.   

Read 2:6-11 (notice “full,” filled, filled, filled) 

Evidences of Pride 

Idolatry   

The pride, and the foolishness, of idols is that they are man-

made.  It’s essentially trusting in man.  And verse 22 ends the 

chapter with a direct warning against such foolishness.  Don’t put 

your trust in man.  Don’t worship man or anything man-made.   

Ray Ortlund has a helpful definition of idolatry.  He asks, 

“What is an idol?”  And he gives this answer, “An idol is anything 

besides God Himself that I need to be who I am.  An idol is 

anything besides God Himself that I need not to feel worthless and 

insecure.  Idols are not bad things.  Every idol is formed from 

some aspect of God’s good creation.  But good things become 

idols when in the depths of our heart we need them to establish 

ourselves, to establish our significance.”
1
 

Think about it.  Food is not a bad thing.  It’s a good gift 

from God.  But food can become an idol if our contentment is so 

wrapped up in the enjoyment of certain foods.  Or if our identity is 

so wrapped up in the avoidance of certain foods.  Sex is not a bad 

thing.  It, too, is a good gift from God.  But if sex becomes an 

obsession, if it drives one to disobeying God’s parameters for 

sexual activity (that it is to be enjoyed only within marriage), then 

sex has become an idol.  Alcohol is another one.  It’s not a sin to 

                                                             
1 From the audio of a sermon by Ray Ortlund on this text. 
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drink in moderation.  But alcohol can certainly be an idol.  In 

chapter 5, verse 22 there’s a warning concerning this.  “Woe to 

those who are heroes at drinking wine, and valiant men in mixing 

strong drink . . .”  We could talk about money, comfort, success in 

one’s career, family, the compliments of other people.  These can 

all be good things, gifts from God.  But they can all become idols 

as well.  

God created everything good out of nothing.  And then we, 

as human beings, take some of those things He created, and we 

fashion them into idols.  We take the raw materials He has given 

us, and instead of worshipping and serving the Creator (as Romans 

1 says), depraved humanity worships and serves the creature and 

various created things. 

Idolatry is prideful because it makes much of ourselves—

our accomplishments, our aspirations, our selfish desires—and it 

ignores the greatness of God, who alone is to be exalted.   

Immorality 

Another evidence of pride is immorality.  Turn over to 

chapter 5, verse 20.  This is a pretty accurate description of many 

things going on in our society today.  There are many who 

celebrate gay marriage, many who celebrate abortion rights, and at 

the same time condemn those who are seeking to follow God’s 

good commands—God’s commands concerning marriage, God’s 

commands concerning the sanctity of all human life.  Immorality is 

a way of shaking one’s fist in the face of God and saying, “My 

ways are better than Your ways!” 

Self-Sufficiency     

 Thirdly, self-sufficiency is another evidence of pride.  Look 

at the very next verse in chapter 5, verse 21. 

 We find a painful illustration of this in the life of King 

Uzziah, the man who was King of Judah at the beginning of 

Isaiah’s ministry.  Remember, he’s the first king mentioned in 

Isaiah 1:1.  And as I said earlier, he was one of the kings who was 

a mixture of good and bad.  He started out very well.   

“And he did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, according to 

all that his father Amaziah had done. He set himself to seek God in 

the days of Zechariah, who instructed him in the fear of God, and 

as long as he sought the LORD, God made him prosper.” (2 

Chronicles 26:4–5, ESV)  

But several verses later we read this: 
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“But when he was strong, he grew proud, to his destruction. For he 

was unfaithful to the LORD his God and entered the temple of the 

LORD to burn incense on the altar of incense.” (2 Chronicles 26:16, 

ESV)  

It wasn’t his place to do that.  It was the job of the priests.  For his 

disobedience, the Lord struck Uzziah with leprosy.  And he was a 

leper until the day he died. 

 The danger of self-sufficiency.  The Lord blessed Uzziah 

with tremendous success.  But apparently he let it go to his head.  

When he was strong, he grew proud, to his destruction.  There’s a 

lesson we should all remember.  There’s a warning each of us must 

heed.   

 If the Lord blesses you with strength, with success, with 

abundance, with influence, don’t grow proud.  For if you do, it will 

lead to your destruction.  Don’t ever give in to the delusion that 

you are self-sufficient.  Whatever you have is from the Lord.  You 

are ever dependent on Him.       

Evidences of Humility 

 Repentance 

 In 2:20-21 we read of those at the day of the Lord who will 

realize the uselessness of their idols and will cast them away.  In 

the face of God’s terror and the splendor of His majesty, it will be 

plain to everyone that the man-made idols are nothing.   

 Again, this vision of the future presents us with an 

admonishment in the present.  And here’s the admonishment.  

Don’t wait until then to cast away your idols.  Turn away from 

your idols now!  Humble yourself before the Lord to say sorry to 

Him for your idolatry.  Acknowledge your sin and repent.        

 Obedience 

 Another evidence of humility is obedience.  We see this in 

those verses at the start of chapter 2.  The picture of these 

multitudes streaming up to the mountain of God.  See what they 

are saying to one another in verse 3? 

 There is a joyful obedience that is a profound display of 

humility and trust in God.  This is in stark contrast to the pride of 

calling evil good and good evil.  This is the humility of 

acknowledging, What God says is good, is good.  And what God 

says is evil, is evil.  His ways are higher than my ways.  I don’t 
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pretend to be omniscient or all-wise.  He is omniscient and all-

wise, and I will listen and learn and obey.     

 Worship 

 And finally, also drawing from these verses at the start of 

chapter 2, another evidence of humility is worship.  As the nations 

are drawn to the exalted mountain of the Lord, this is a great 

picture of worship.   

 And this is a good picture to end on, because it captures the 

connection between the Lord being exalted and us being humbled.  

And just to be clear, God’s exaltation is good news for us.  It’s not 

like God’s exaltation steals our joy, it is the very source of our joy.  

God’s glory is the only thing that can really and truly give us joy.  

And it’s the only thing that can continue to give us joy eternally.  

As we see the Lord high and lifted up, we assume the position of 

happy and humble worship.   

 Let me conclude with these short reminders, these 

connections between prophecies about the future and exhortations 

to us in the present.  Here are 2 summary statements.  The haughty 

will be humbled, therefore humble yourself now.  The Lord will be 

exalted, therefore exalt Him in your own life now.   


