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Message: The Promise of Christ’s Coming, Part 1 
Text:  2 Peter 3:1-10 

Introduction

  A.  I can’t think of anyone here who says, “I like waiting - in traffic, in the lines at grocery or
department stores, until    you can get your driver’s permit/license, etc.  None of us
likes to be kept waiting for things promised and    things hoped for.  When we are kept
waiting longer and longer, we begin to wonder if the person or promise is    Ever
going to arrive.  Suppose you ask a friend to help you with a problem, and they promise
to meet you at    Panera’s as soon as they can leave work.  You go there and wait for
them, and then more time goes by than    you expect, and you wait and wait.  What
goes through your mind?  You begin to wonder if something at work    came up to
hinder them, or if they’ve  forgotten.  You wonder if they are ever coming, and at some
point, you    give up hope and leave.  Waiting a long period of time can leave us
vulnerable to doubting and giving up hope.

  B.  Put this in the context of the Christian church in Peter’s day, and now in our own.  They
were suffering for being Christians.  Christ had promised to return and deliver them from
their suffering, and bless them with His eternal glory and joy in the presence of His
Father.  But as years and decades passed, as the wait became longer with no relief from
suffering, they could become vulnerable to the cynical statements of false teachers who
deny that Christ will come again, and therefore, invite believers to join them in a life of
sin without consequences, without any concern that Christ will return to judge the world
in righteousness.

  C.  The words of our risen Lord through His apostle Peter  to His church became important and
timely for the survival of His church waiting for His return in the first century, which had
been waiting 3 decades and counting.  How important and timely are these words for the
church today after waiting 20 centuries and counting for His return.

I.  3:1-2  Reminder of the prophetic word of promise by OT prophets, Christ, and His
apostles.

2 Peter 3:1 This is now, beloved, the second letter I am writing to you in which I am
stirring up your sincere mind by way of reminder,  that you should remember the 2

words spoken beforehand by the holy prophets and the commandment of the Lord
and Savior spoken by your apostles.

  A.  “Beloved,” “loved ones” (agapatos) - note the heart of Christ reflected in the heart of His
apostle toward God’s children, a heart that we are to share (1 Peter1:22).  Peter reminds
believers that we are not forgotten children, but loved children of God. 5x in this chapter
believers are addressed as “beloved.”  We will refer to this again at the close of our



message.

  2 Peter 3:1 This is now, beloved, the second letter I am writing to you 
2 Peter 3:8 But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one
day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day.
2 Peter 3:14 Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent to be found
by Him in peace, spotless and blameless,
2 Peter 3:15 and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation; just as also our beloved
brother Paul, according to the wisdom given him, wrote to you,
2 Peter 3:17 You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your guard so that
you are not carried away by the error of unprincipled men and fall from your own
steadfastness,

  B.  Being reminded awakens us and stirs (diegeiro) up our active obedience.

Luke 8:24 They came to Jesus and woke (diegeiro) Him up, saying, "Master, Master, we
are perishing!" And He got up and rebuked the wind and the surging waves, and they
stopped, and it became calm.

John 6:18 The sea began to be stirred up because a strong wind was blowing.

2 Peter 1:12 Therefore, I will always be ready to remind you of these things, even though
you already know them, and have been established in the truth which is present with you.

I consider it right, as long as I am in this earthly dwelling, to stir you up by way of13 

reminder,

2 Peter 3:1 This is now, beloved, the second letter I am writing to you in which I am
stirring up your sincere mind by way of reminder,

  C.  The words of the OT prophets we are to remember are those regarding the coming day of the
Lord.  E.g. ...

Malachi 4:1 "For behold, the day is coming, burning like a furnace; and all the
arrogant and every evildoer will be chaff; and the day that is coming will set them
ablaze," says the LORD of hosts, "so that it will leave them neither root nor
branch."  "But for you who fear My name, the sun of righteousness will rise with 2

healing in its wings; and you will go forth and skip about like calves from the stall. 3

"You will tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet on
the day which I am preparing," says the LORD of hosts. ...  "Behold, I am going to send 5

you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and terrible day of the
LORD."

  D.  The “commandment” of the Lord we are to remember refers to the way of righteousness,
His call to obey Him by faith.

2 Peter 2:21 For it would be better for them not to have known the way of righteousness,



than having known it, to turn away from the holy commandment handed on to them.

II.  3:3,4  The word of the mockers

2 Peter 3:3 Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their
mocking, following after their own lusts, 4 and saying, "Where is the promise of His
coming (parousia)? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was
from the beginning of creation."

  A.  The last days = the period between Messiah’s firs and second coming.

Acts 2:16 but this is what was spoken of through the prophet Joel:  'AND IT SHALL 17

BE IN THE LAST DAYS,' God says, 'THAT I WILL POUR FORTH OF MY
SPIRIT ON ALL MANKIND; AND YOUR SONS AND YOUR DAUGHTERS
SHALL PROPHESY, AND YOUR YOUNG MEN SHALL SEE VISIONS, AND YOUR
OLD MEN SHALL DREAM DREAMS;

Hebrews 1:1  God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions
and in many ways,  in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, ....  2

  B.  This is the 4  objection of the false teachers - that there will be no coming (parousia) of theth

Lord in glory.

      1.  1:16  apostolic teaching based on myth

2 Peter 1:16   For we did not follow cleverly devised tales (muthos) when we made
known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses
of His majesty. 

      2.  1:20  OT prophetic interpretation based on imagination

    2 Peter 1:20   But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of
one's own interpretation, 

      3.  2:3b  prophetic prediction of judgment is empty, idle

2 Peter 2:3   and in their greed they will exploit you with false words; their judgment
from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep. 

      4.  3:4  "Where is the promise of His coming (parousia)?"

III.  3:5-10  Four arguments refuting the skeptics

  A.  3:5-7  Their uniform view of history is flawed - things haven’t always been the same.



2 Peter 3:5 For when they maintain this, it escapes their notice that by the word of
God the heavens existed long ago and the earth was formed out of water and by
water,  through which the world at that time was destroyed, being flooded with 6

water.  But by His word the present heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, 7

kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.

  B.  3:8  God’s view of time is different than ours.

2 Peter 3:8 But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the
Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day.

Psalm 90:4 For a thousand years in Your sight are like yesterday when it passes by, or as
a watch in the night.

      1.  This is not to be understood as a formula for interpreting “day” in certain texts as a literal
thousand years.  Note the end of 3:8 and Psalm 90:4 - a thousand years is also as a day or
a watch in the night.

      2.  What appears “slow” to us is not “slow” from God’s perspective.

  C.  3:9  God has a purpose in delaying Christ’s coming - salvation.

2 Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is
patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.

      1.  God’s patience in sending Jesus is intended to give opportunity for salvation.  If God had
sent Jesus 10, 20, 30 years ago, how many of us or our children would have perished? 
This is the point of the parable of the wheat and the tares.  If a wheat field is weeded
before the harvest, then some shafts of wheat will be pulled up prematurely with the
weeds and the fruit will be lost.  Wait until all of the elect come to faith.

2 Peter 3:15 and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation; just as also our beloved
brother Paul, according to the wisdom given him, wrote to you,

Romans 2:3 But do you suppose this, O man, when you pass judgment on those who
practice such things and do the same yourself, that you will escape the judgment of God? 4

Or do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and tolerance and patience, not
knowing that the kindness of God leads you to repentance?

Matthew 13:28 "And he said to them, 'An enemy has done this!' The slaves said to him,
'Do you want us, then, to go and gather them up?'  "But he said, 'No; for while you are 29

gathering up the tares, you may uproot the wheat with them.  'Allow both to grow 30

together until the harvest; and in the time of the harvest I will say to the reapers, "First
gather up the tares and bind them in bundles to burn them up; but gather the wheat into
my barn."'"



      2.  “not willing that any should perish” is understood in 2 ways by Reformed interpreters.

2 Peter 3:9   The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is
patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance. 

a.  God’s patience is toward “you” = the elect, not willing that any of the elect perish.

John 6:37 "All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who
comes to Me I will certainly not cast out. "For I have come down from heaven, 38 

not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me. "This is the will of 39 

Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given Me I lose nothing, but raise it
up on the last day. "For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds 40 

the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up
on the last day."

b.  God does not take pleasure in the death of the wicked, though in His wisdom for His
glorious purposes He has not elected everyone, but predestined some to doom (1
Peter 2:8).  Other than “you” needing to refer to humanity in general rather than
being limited to the church, this is consistent with God’s showing patience to
unrepentant Israelites (Romans 2:3,4 above) - therefore, such patience intended to  
give opportunity for repentance leading to salvation is not limited to the elect. 
The Scriptures below require we distinguish between God’s “desired” will and
God’s “decreed” will.

Ezekiel 18:23 "Do I have any pleasure in the death of the wicked," declares the
Lord GOD, "rather than that he should turn from his ways and live? ...  "Cast31

away from you all your transgressions which you have committed and make
yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! For why will you die, O house of Israel?

 "For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone who dies," declares the Lord32

GOD. "Therefore, repent and live." 

1 Timothy 2:1 First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and
thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men, for kings and all who are in 2 

authority, so that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and dignity.
This is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all men3  4 

to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.

c.  God can and does desire what He has not decreed.  He sincerely desires that we not 
sin, yet He has not decreed that we never sin.

1 John 2:1  My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may
not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous; 



1 John 1:10  If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar and His
word is not in us. 

d.  Thomas Schriender of SBTS writes (2 Peter, p.382), “We should understand 2 Peter 
3:9 in the same way as Ezekiel 18:32.  It refers to God’s desire that everyone
without exception be saved.  It follows, then, that Peter spoke of the desired rather
than the decreed will of God.  God has not ordained (decreed) that    all will be
saved since many will perish forever. ... God really and truly desires that every
person repent and turn to him.  We should not retreat to God’s decreed will to
nullify and negate what the text says. Nor should we use this verse to cancel out
God’s ordained will.” 

  D.  3:10  The day of our Lord will come.

2 Peter 3:10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will
pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the
earth and its works will be burned up.

      1.  The “day of the Lord” and the “coming” of the Lord are one and the same.  Verse 10 
answers verse 4.

2 Peter 3:4  and saying, "Where is the promise of His coming ([parousia)? ..." 

2 Peter 3:12   looking for and hastening the coming (parousia) of the day of God,
because of which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt
with intense heat! 

      2.  For the day of the Lord to come like a thief = to come with sudden, unexpected 
destruction to unbelievers, but salvation to believers.

1 Thessalonians 4:15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are
alive and remain until the coming (parousia) of the Lord, will not precede those who
have fallen asleep. ... 5:1 Now as to the times and the epochs, brethren, you have no need 

of anything to be written to you.  For you yourselves know full well that the day of the 2

Lord will come just like a thief in the night.  While they are saying, "Peace and 3

safety!" then destruction will come upon them suddenly like labor pains upon a woman
with child, and they will not escape.  But you, brethren, are not in darkness, that the 4

day would overtake you like a thief;

Revelation 16:14 for they are spirits of demons, performing signs, which go out to the
kings of the whole world, to gather them together for the war of the great day of God,
the Almighty.  ("Behold, I am coming like a thief. Blessed is the one who stays awake 15

and keeps his clothes, so that he will not walk about naked and men will not see his
shame.")  And they gathered them together to the place which in Hebrew is called Har- 16

Magedon.



2 Peter 3:7 But by His word the present heavens and earth are being reserved for fire,
kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.

      3.  The “coming” or “parousia” of the Lord and the “day of the Lord” refer to one and the 
same event - the return of      Jesus in the glory of His Father to destroy all unbelievers, 
to judge the world in righteousness, to resurrect OT and NT believers, to destroy the
present creation and create a new heavens and earth - the eternal state.  That believers
hold differing views is not unimportant, for contrary to the views of some, no one will
survive the return of Christ who is not “in Christ.”

Conclusion

  A.  None of us likes to be kept waiting.  Most if not all of us have experienced the limits of our
patience in waiting in a grocery store line or waiting for someone to meet us.  Eventually
we leave.  So as the Lord delays His return year after year, decade after decade, why
would believers continue to wait for Him?

  B.  Imagine a loving father drives his young teenage daughter to a party at a friend’s house on
his way across the city to a business meeting, saying, “When my meeting is over, I’ll
come back and pick you up.  Wait for me, and don’t leave with anyone else.”  As the
party starts to wind down and people begin leaving, the daughter continues to wait for her
dad’s arrival.  Some older young men see her waiting and offer her a ride, pretending   to
be kind and concerned, but in fact hoping to exploit her to satisfy his own selfish lusts. If
she doubted her father’s deep, sincere love for her, she might waiver, doubting her father
will show up, and reacting to her disappointment with and even anger at him (“if you
don’t care, then why should I”), agree to leave with another.  But she doesn’t, because she
knows her father loves her, and would never leave her.  She trusts that there is a good
reason for His delay, even if she doesn’t exactly know what that reason is.  So she
confidently waits in faith, and remains safe.

  C.  It is because we believe in our heavenly Father’s deep, faithful, covenant keeping love for
us, that we wait for His promise to send His Son for us, a love which He demonstrated in
Christ dying for us while we were still sinners, a love which He continues to remind us of
in this final chapter of 2 Peter.

Romans 5:8   But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us. 

2 Peter 3:14   Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent to be found
by Him in peace, spotless and blameless, 

2 Peter 3:17   You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your guard so that
you are not carried away by the error of unprincipled men and fall from your own
steadfastness, 



  D.  So let this gospel of Christ come to us as it did to our brothers and sisters in the first century,
such as those Paul describes in the church at Thessalonica:  

1 Thessalonians 1:5-10 ... our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power
and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction;  ... you turned to God from idols to serve9

a living and true God,  and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the 10

dead, that is Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath to come. 
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