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 Religion is a very dangerous thing.  It’s deadly, in fact.  

Religious rituals and rules are a huge stumbling block to many, 

many people.  And thus religion is a means by which many will go 

to hell.  If you see religious laws as the real substance of 

Christianity, you’ve missed it.  You’ve totally missed the point.  

And if you continue to miss the point, then you won’t be saved.  

You have to see that Christ is the end of the law.  That’s what 

we’re going to be looking at this morning in our passage from 

Romans.  Paul writes in 10:4 that “Christ is the end of the law for 

righteousness to everyone who believes.”  There’s a lot packed 

into that short sentence, and we’re going to try to unpack it this 

morning.   

 We’ll see what the Gentiles attained, what the Jews missed, 

and then we’ll talk about what it means that Christ is the end of the 

law.  And, lastly, I’ll come back to the verse in the middle of this 

passage (10:1) where Paul expresses a passionate prayer. 

 This passage brings us into a new section of Paul’s 

argument in Romans 9-11.  What we’ve studied so far in Romans 9 

showed us God’s freedom in choosing unconditionally who will be 

saved and who will be hardened.   

The big question that these chapters are dealing with is the 

reality that so few Jews are being saved, even though they are 

God’s special chosen people.  When we ask the question of why so 

few Jews are being saved, the answer of Romans 9:6-29 is that it’s 

due to God’s sovereign choice.  He chooses some and not others.  

The answer in Romans 9:30 and following is that it’s due to 

Israel’s willful rebellion.  They are stuck on works and will not 

humble themselves to trust and receive.    

So we see a profound balance here of divine sovereignty 

and human responsibility.  And we need this balance.  We can’t 

focus only on God’s sovereignty, or we might begin to think that 

people aren’t responsible for their actions.  Nor can we focus only 

on human choice, or we might begin to think that God isn’t 

completely in control.  It’s both-and, not either-or.  God’s 

sovereign choice is an important answer to the question of why 

some are saved and others are not.  And there’s also the important 

reality of faith, which answers the question as well.  Some believe, 

and others do not believe. 
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There’s a wonderful emphasis on faith in these verses.  The 

passage begins with Gentiles attaining righteousness by faith, and 

the passage concludes with the statement that Christ is the end of 

the law for righteousness to everyone who believes.  In verse 32 

faith is contrasted with works.  And in verse 33 we read that 

whoever believes will not be put to shame. 

Last Sunday we learned of God’s surprising plans.  There 

are many Gentiles who are being saved!  And there are only a few 

(only a remnant) of Jews who are being saved.  Now we get a more 

detailed explanation of the way in which this is happening.  How is 

it that Gentiles are being saved?  It’s by faith.  And how is it that 

so many Jews are stumbling?  They are stuck on their works, their 

law-keeping, and thus are stumbling over Christ, who is the end of 

the law.       

What the Gentiles Attained (9:30) 

 Righteousness is a key word in this passage, and we can 

think of it in terms of a right standing before God.  To be justified 

(and in the Greek, righteousness and justify are from the same root 

word) is to be declared righteous in God’s sight.  What’s shocking 

here is that the Gentiles who were not even pursuing a right 

relationship with God (they were not striving for that, they were 

not laboring to meet certain religious standards), they have attained 

it.  They have been brought into a relationship with God even 

though they weren’t even working toward that.   

 How is this so?  They have attained it by faith.  The 

contrast here between the Gentiles and Jews is a powerful 

illustration of salvation by faith alone.  If you compare the Gentiles 

and Jews, you would certainly see the Jews as the religious ones.  

And so it would seem that they would be the ones who have a true 

relationship with God.  But that’s not God’s plan of salvation.  

Surprisingly, wonderfully, God saves those who have nothing to 

offer Him.   

 Think of the thief on the cross.  He had nothing to offer 

Jesus.  And there was nothing he could ever offer Jesus.  His life 

was about to end.  But that criminal looked to Jesus in faith, and do 

you remember what Jesus said to him?  He said, “Truly, I say to 

you, today you will be with me in Paradise” (Luke 23:43).   

 We should be in awe of God’s plan to save people through 

faith, not through works.  It’s not by religion that a person can be 

saved.  It’s not by working for God.  It’s by giving up any hope in 

religious deeds, and depending totally on what Jesus Christ did for 

us.     
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 I hope unbelievers will hear this message loud and clear.  

It’s a common assumption that Christianity is just another religion, 

with its long list of dos and don’ts.  And you better abide by the 

rules, or else . . .  That mentality is certainly true of a great many 

religions.  But Christianity is not about religion.  It’s not about 

rules.  It’s not about cleaning up your life in the hopes of being 

good enough for God to accept you.  That will never happen!  We 

can never make ourselves good enough.  Biblical Christianity is 

about realizing that I am far worse than I would like to admit.  And 

therefore my only hope is for Someone else to save me.  That’s 

what faith is.  I have to trust in Jesus—in His perfect, sinless life 

and His sacrificial death on the cross, and His glorious 

resurrection.  He’s the only One who is acceptable before God the 

Father.  The amazing news of the Bible is that a sinner like me can 

be united to Jesus Christ by faith, such that I, too, am accepted by 

God. 

 This is a controversial thing to say, because this biblical 

message of salvation is often met with the accusation of 

lawlessness.  People will say, if you teach that we can be saved 

simply by trusting, and if you teach that we don’t have to do any 

works in order to be saved, then people are going to take advantage 

of that.  They won’t change their behavior.  They won’t become 

good.   

 Paul has responded to this accusation.  In Romans 3:31 he 

responded to the question, “Do we then overthrow the law by this 

faith?”  He says, “By no means!  On the contrary, we uphold the 

law.”  And in chapter 6, he responded to the question, “Are we to 

continue in sin that grace may abound?”  He says, “By no means!  

How can we who died to sin still live in it?”  The amazing power 

of the Gospel is that it changes a person so completely that the 

person who once loved sin now loves holiness.  So you don’t have 

to clean up your life in order to be saved.  Once a person is saved, 

he or she will begin to change.  There will be hatred toward the 

things that once bound us.  There will be love for the things we 

once scoffed at.   

This is the powerful salvation which is changing the lives 

of so many Gentiles.  They are brought into this relationship with 

God by faith.  Surprisingly, they have attained this even though 

they were not pursuing it. 

What Israel Missed (9:31-33; 10:2-3) 

 This is the great and tragic irony of the Jewish people.  

They are the recipients of so many spiritual privileges, but they 

miss the point.  They miss out on a right relationship with God 
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because they are so focused on the law.  They pursue the law as if 

their works could meet the requirements of the law and thus earn 

them a right standing before God.  Because of their obsession with 

the law, they miss out on what the law has always been pointing to, 

which is Christ.   

What if a group of artists are on their way to the Carnegie 

Museum of Art.  And as they’re walking along Forbes Ave they 

came across a sign that points toward the Museum.  And on the 

sign are a few small pictures of things being featured at the 

museum.  And this group of artists stop to examine the sign, and 

they remain there for hours, admiring the beautiful pictures on the 

sign.  They never make it to the museum.  They never see the 

actual exhibits.  What happened?  They foolishly got so obsessed 

with the sign itself that they missed the point of the sign.  The sign 

is not there to draw attention to itself.  It’s there to point people to 

something else, something far better. 

That’s what Paul is saying about the Jews, and it applies to 

anyone who is so obsessed with religion that they are missing 

Christ.  They’re missing the real significance of the sign, because 

they’re treating it as the main feature rather than a preview.  And 

therefore, when the main feature comes, who is Christ, they 

stumble over Him. 

This is what Paul is saying in verses 32-33, which includes 

a quotation from the prophet Isaiah.  The Jews have stumbled over 

the stumbling stone.  How is Christ a stumbling stone?  How is He 

an offense?  I think of Proverbs 16:18 which says, “Pride goes 

before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall.”  It is pride 

that causes people to stumble over Christ.     

Think of a man who is in desperate need of food and 

clothing and a place to stay, but too proud to accept a handout.  

He’s looking for work in order to earn some money to purchase the 

things he needs (which is commendable).  But when he meets a 

person who says, “I can give you food and clothes and a place to 

stay, but you have to receive it as a gift.”  The man goes away 

hungry because he’s determined to earn it.   

That’s what it’s like to stumble over Christ.  Christ says, I 

will be your righteousness, if you will simply trust in me.  I will 

give you everything you ever need, if you will only open your 

hands to receive.  But religious pride wells up within us and says, 

“No, I’ll do it myself.  I’ll clean up my own life.  I can make it on 

my own.  How dare you insult me by suggesting that I need your 

help!”  In this way, people trip and fall when they encounter the 

message of Christ’s free grace.   
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Paul describes the predicament further in 10:2-3.  The Jews 

have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge.  You know, 

it’s possible to be very zealous about something, very passionate 

about something, and yet pursue that goal in a foolish way.  It’s 

possible to be working very hard for something that is totally off 

base.   

I listened to a sermon on this passage by one of my 

mentors, Tom Schreiner.  He entitled that sermon, “Running the 

Race the Wrong Way.”  And he opened the sermon by talking 

about wrong way Marshall.  Jim Marshall, who played for the 

Minnesota Vikings, in a game against the 49ers in 1964 earned 

himself the name “wrong way Marshall” when he scooped up a 

fumble and ran 66 yards to the wrong end zone.  He was excited.  

He thought he had made such an awesome play.  I can only 

imagine his dismay when a guy on the other team, who had been 

following him down the field, said to him, “Thanks a lot, we can 

use more like that.”  Marshall thought he had scored 6 points for 

his own team.  But it was not a touchdown for his team.  It was a 

safety, giving 2 points to the other team.  That’s zeal without 

knowledge.  That’s passion without direction. 

It can look impressive.  If you just looked at how Jim 

Marshall was running, you would be impressed by his effort and 

speed.  But when you look at the big picture of what’s happening, 

you see the tragedy of misguided zeal.  Similarly, you may look at 

the religious effort of certain individuals and be very impressed.  

They’re so good, you might say.  Or you might be thinking this 

about yourself.  I’m so good!  Look at how well I’m doing at my 

Bible reading plan so far this year!  Look at all the ways I serve in 

the church!  Look at how much I help others!  Look at how much 

of my money I give away!   

I agree that those are all good things.  But beware of 

running hard in the wrong direction.  If you are thinking of those 

deeds as things that will impress God, don’t fool yourself.  Instead, 

as we understand what the Bible says about the Christian life, those 

deeds will flow from faith.  So don’t focus narrowly on the works, 

or else you will stumble over Christ.  Focus on Christ.  Trust in 

Him.  Love Him.  And then the good deeds will be a joyful fruit of 

your faith in Him.         

Paul is speaking here about religious zeal that doesn’t 

center on Christ and His righteousness.  Verse 3 describes the 

ignorance.  And don’t be misled by the idea of ignorance here.  

Sometimes we think that ignorance erases culpability.  If you don’t 

know, then how can you be at fault?  But in this case, their 

ignorance does not get them off the hook.  No, this is a culpable 
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ignorance.  In fact, their ignorance makes them even more at fault.  

The reason they are ignorant is because they refuse to see.  They 

are so focused on establishing a righteousness of their own, that 

they will not submit to a righteousness that is offered to them 

freely through faith in Christ. 

It’s interesting to think of the Apostle Paul, writing these 

things, and remembering that he, himself, had been in that same 

position.  Before his conversion, he was a religious leader who was 

very zealous and very misguided.  He tells about it in Philippians 

3, where he describes the confidence he had in his religious 

heritage and achievements.  “If anyone else thinks he has reason 

for confidence in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth 

day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of 

Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the 

church [this shows how misguided his zeal was]; as to 

righteousness under the law, blameless. But [here’s what he came 

to understand when he was radically changed by Jesus Christ] 

whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 

Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth 

of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. [And then hear what he says 

next, because he makes the same contrast as in Romans 10:3]  For 

his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as 

rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not 

having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but 

that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from 

God that depends on faith—” (Philippians 3:8–9, ESV)  

What an important contrast that is.  Don’t foolishly, 

ignorantly, arrogantly, pursue a righteousness of your own through 

law-keeping.  Trust in Jesus and receive His righteousness.   

In light of these comments about Israel’s ignorance and 

their zeal that lacks knowledge, we could ask the question, “what 

kind of knowledge does the law bring?”  What is the law intended 

to teach us?   

If we turn back to Romans 3:20 we find an answer to this 

question.  It says “through the law comes knowledge of sin.”  So 

nobody should cling to the law, thinking it will justify.  None of us 

should cling to rule-keeping, thinking that we can be right before 

God by our obedience.   

 What the law should cause us to do, rather, is look to 

Christ.  The law shows us our sin and how far we fall short, and so 

it should point us away from any hope in ourselves, and point us 

instead to Jesus Christ, who is our only hope. 
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 Martin Luther wrote, “The principal point . . . of the law . . 

. is to make men not better but worse; that is to say, it shows them 

their sin, that by the knowledge thereof they may be humbled, 

terrified, bruised and broken, and by this means may be driven to 

seek grace, and so come to that blessed Seed [sc. Christ].”
1
 

 Don’t look to any list of rules as your chance at getting on 

God’s good side.  The law is there to humble us, terrify us, bruise 

us and break us down, so that we won’t put any hope in our own 

achievements.  Look away from yourself, then, and look to the 

righteousness of God that comes through faith in Jesus Christ for 

all who believe. 

 This is a good time to examine your own spiritual life.  Are 

you running the right way?  Are you pursuing righteousness as a 

pursuit of Christ, or as a pursuit of self-glory?  Are you here this 

morning because you’re trying to impress someone?  Are you here 

this morning because you consider yourself a pretty good person, 

and going to church is one of the things that good people do?  

Check yourself.  Look into the mirror of God’s Word and let it 

reveal to you your wretched sinfulness.  Let the Word reveal to 

you how messed up you are, so that you won’t be tempted to make 

that tragic mistake of religion.  Don’t look to law.  Look to the One 

who is the end of the law, Jesus Christ. 

Christ, the End of the Law (10:4) 

 I want to try to define two of the key words in this verse, 

and then give two illustrations from earlier in Romans which I 

think can help us understand the significance of Paul’s point here. 

 The two key words are “law” and “end.”  Law is referring 

to the Mosaic law of the Old Testament.  This includes the 10 

commandments and all the rules and guidelines God gave to Israel 

through Moses.  This is the law that Israel was pursuing, as verse 

31 said.  But ironically, they did not succeed in reaching it because 

they pursued it in the wrong way.  They were trying to use it as a 

means of establishing their own righteousness, and they didn’t see 

that it was pointing to Christ.  When Paul says that Christ is the 

end of the “law,” he is referring to that old covenant set of laws 

which were given to Israel.   

 What, then, does he mean by “end”?  This is a significant 

factor in how one views the relationship of the old covenant and 

the new covenant.  The Greek word is telos, and similar to the 

English word “end,” there can be different nuances to what it 

                                                           
1
 Luther, Commentary on Galatians, quoted in Stott, Romans, page 104. 
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means.  We might say, “The television show came to an end.”  It 

finished.  It stopped.  Or we might say, “Reading is something this 

community values, and the library system has been established to 

that end.”  What does “end” mean in that sentence?  It means goal 

or purpose.   

 So the question for us in Romans 10:4 is whether Christ is 

the end of the law mainly in the sense of termination (the law 

ceased to be in effect) or in the sense of goal (the law has the 

purpose of pointing to Christ).  Those who view this as termination 

will see much discontinuity between the old and new covenants.  

Those who view this in terms of goal will see much continuity 

between the old and new covenants.  Fortunately, it seems that we 

don’t have to choose one meaning over the other here.  They go 

together.  End can be both the goal toward which something is 

pointing and also the point of termination once that goal is 

achieved.   

Another use of telos can illustrate this.  It’s a negative 

example.  “But what fruit were you getting at that time from the 

things of which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things 

is death.” (Romans 6:21, ESV)  Those shameful acts are leading 

toward death, and that lifestyle will eventually terminate in death. 

Similarly, in Romans 10:4, it seems that Paul sees Christ as 

the goal to which the Mosaic law was pointing,  and Paul also sees 

Christ as having brought the era of the Mosaic law to a temporal 

end.  The imagery of a finish line is helpful in understanding how 

naturally these concepts fit together.  The finish line of a race is the 

goal toward which everyone in the race is striving.  And once they 

reach the finish line, the race is over. 

 Think of Christ as the finish line of the Mosaic law.  If 

Israel would see the goal of the law which they are pursuing, they 

would see that it points to Christ and leads them to Christ, and they 

would not stumble over Christ.  And if they recognized that Christ 

has brought that era of salvation-history to an end, they would see 

how foolish it is that they are still centering their lives on 

something that is out-of-date.   

Now let’s look briefly at two illustrations from earlier in 

Romans where Paul describes the contrast between that old era of 

the Mosaic law and the new era that has dawned in the coming of 

Christ. 

The first is from Romans 6, where verse 14 says “you are 

not under law but under grace.”  Paul uses the phrase “under law” 

11 times (once in 6:14, once in 6:15, 4 times in 1 Corinthians 9:20, 
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and 5 times in Galatians).
2
  I’ll read two of the passages from 

Galatians. 

“Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, 

imprisoned until the coming faith would be revealed. So then, the 

law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that we might be 

justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer 

under a guardian.” (Galatians 3:23–25) 

 Here Paul describes the condition of Jews before the 

coming of Christ in contrast to the present condition now that 

Christ has come.  He describes the law as a guardian until Christ 

came.  There is a strong temporal aspect to this.  The Mosaic law 

had a certain role in the past, but the situation is different now.  

The Old Testament law was a guardian for God’s people to lead 

them to Christ.  But now that law is obsolete in the sense of direct 

guidance for God’s people.  We’re not to look to the law for hope 

or salvation or sanctification, but we are to look to Christ.  The law 

is supposed to point us to Christ.  Therefore, if we remain fixed on 

the law, we’re missing the point.  Especially now that Christ has 

come, and we’re in this new era of salvation-history, it is absurd to 

go back and want to be under that old guardian.  

“But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, 

born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were 

under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.” 

(Galatians 4:4–5) 

 Jesus, during His life on this earth, was under the 

obligations of the Mosaic law.  When He was born, that old era 

was still in effect.  The law was functioning as a guardian for 

God’s people.  And He fulfilled the law.  He perfectly obeyed the 

law, and thus accomplished redemption for sinners who cannot 

keep the law.  This reminds us that there is nothing inherently evil 

about the law, itself.  The law is holy and righteous and good 

(Romans 7:12), and the Mosaic covenant had its place.  But when 

sinners look to the law, especially now that Christ has come and 

fulfilled the law, that is self-destruction.   

In contrast to being “under law,” believers are now “under 

grace.”  That is the hopeful word to us in Romans 6:14, “you are 

not under law but under grace.”  “Under law” was the old era.  

“Under grace” is the new era which Christ has initiated.  

                                                           
2
 See the helpful essay by Doug Moo in Five Views on Law and Gospel.  He 

discusses “under law” on pg. 361ff 



10 
 

The other illustration I want to mention is from Romans 7, 

where Paul uses the analogy of marriage, that “a married woman is 

bound by law to her husband while he lives, but if her husband dies 

she is released from the law of marriage,” and the passage goes on 

to make the comparison, “you also have died to the law through 

the body of Christ, so that you may belong to another, to him who 

has been raised from the dead, in order that we may bear fruit for 

God.” 

What is Paul’s purpose in using this illustration?  His 

purpose is to show that one marriage has ended, by death, and a 

new marriage has been established.  A death occurred which 

severed one marriage, and made way for a new marriage to a new 

spouse.  The union with the law is over. 

At the end of verse 6 in that passage, Paul makes a very 

important distinction between the new way of the Spirit and the old 

way of the written code (or, literally, the oldness of the letter).  

This is the distinction between the old covenant and the new 

covenant.  The oldness of the letter is old because it has now been 

fulfilled in Christ, and the new covenant has been inaugurated by 

Him.  So there’s no hope for us in that old system.   

There are many implications we could discuss at this point, 

but I will just leave you with this: when you consider the 

commands of the Old Testament, see them as pointers to Jesus 

Christ.  See the Mosaic law as a whole as a big sign with an arrow 

toward Jesus Christ.  Marvel at how God has been revealing 

Himself and revealing His plan of salvation, even from of old.  But 

do not be a fool by stopping and staring at the sign without seeing 

Christ, Himself, who is the end of the law for righteousness to 

everyone who believes.  Let the law show you your sin.  And let 

the law remind you of Christ’s perfect righteousness.  And trust not 

in yourself, but in Him. 

Paul’s Passionate Prayer (10:1) 

 Let’s close by noticing Paul’s passionate prayer that is right 

in the middle of this passage we’ve been looking at.  This connects 

with his passionate words at the beginning of chapter 9.  You 

remember how he said in verses 2-3, “I have great sorrow and 

unceasing anguish in my heart.  For I could wish that I myself were 

accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, my 

kinsmen according to the flesh.” 

 We’ve talked a lot about predestination in recent weeks.  

But make sure you keep the biblical balance that Paul had.  His 
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confidence in the sovereignty of God did not diminish his passion 

for the lost, his passion for evangelism, his passion for prayer. 

 We need to remember that God is sovereign, and He also 

uses means to accomplish His plans.  Prayer is one of the means 

He uses.  Our prayers make a difference!  Consider that this week.  

Pray for your neighbors who do not know the Lord.  Pray for co-

workers, family members, friends, who are outside of Christ.  If 

you feel apathetic, confess that to God.  Repent of that.  Let’s pray 

that our hearts will burn with the kind of passion Paul had. 

 And let’s remember those last words of verse 4, that Christ 

is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes.  

That should be a word of hope to unbelievers here today.  Believe 

in Christ.  Look away from your own achievements, and repent of 

your sins.  Christ has done everything necessary to save you.  Trust 

in Him, and you will be saved.   

 And those words should be an encouragement to believers 

as we share this Good News with others.  We need to spread this 

message far and wide.  We don’t know who will believe.  But we 

hold out this message of hope and plead with people to receive it.  

And we tell them, as verse 13 says, “everyone who calls on the 

name of the Lord will be saved.” 


